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INTRODUCTION 

At  the  direction  of  M.  J.  Hannigan,  Commissioner  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol,  a  special  investigation 
team  was  established  to  document  the  earthquake  induced  collapse  of  a  50  foot  section  of  the  1-80,  San 
Francisco  -  Oakland  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB).  This  special  investigation  team  was  officially  fomned  on  October 
26.  1989,  and  began  operation  on  October  30,  1989. 


PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  the  special  investigation  team  is  to  identify,  collect  and  document  factual  information 
relating  to  the  following  specific  areas: 

1 .  Traffic  flow  on  the  SFOBB  at  the  time  of  the  bridge  span  collapse. 

2.  Identification  and  location  of  each  vehide  on  the  SFOBB  that  was  damaged  as  a  consequence  of 
the  collapse  of  the  bridge  span. 

3.  Identification  and  location  of  the  drivers  and  passengers  of  each  of  the  vehicles  identified  in  item 
number  2,  above. 

4.  Identification  of  all  parties  injured  or  killed  as  a  direct,  or  indirect,  consequence  of  the  collapse  of 
the  bridge  span.  To  include  the  date,  time  and  cause  of  death  and  extent  of  injuries  to  each  victim 
identified  in  item  number  3,  above. 

5.  To  interview  and  document  the  statements  of  all  survivors  of  the  SFOBB  bridge  span  collapse  as 
identified  in  items  number  3  and  4,  above. 

6.  To  identify,  locate,  interview  and  document  the  statements  of  witnesses  to  the  collapse  of  the 
SFOBB  bridge  span. 


7.  To  identify  the  extent  of  damage  to  all  vehicles  and  other  property  directly,  or  indirectly,  associated 
with  the  collapse  of  the  SFOBB  bridge  span. 

8.  To  collect  the  data  necessary  to  prepare  a  factual  desaiption  of  the  collapse  of  the  closure  span  of 
the  SFOBB. 

OBJECTIVE 


It  is  not  the  intent,  nor  is  it  the  objective  of  this  report  to  determine,  or  address,  the  cause,  or  causes,  of  the 
collapse  of  the  SFOBB  closure  span.  The  primary  responsibility  of  this  report  is  to  provide  for  the  factual 
documentation  of  the  evidence  related  to  the  collapse  of  the  SFOBB  closure  span,  and  to  describe,  as 
accurately  as  possible,  the  sequence  of  events  taking  place  just  prior  to,  and  during,  the  span  collapse. 

CLASSIFICATION 


The  National  Safety  Council's,  Manual  On  Classification  of  Motor  Vehicle  Traffic  Accidents,  defines  an 
accident  as;  "an  unstabilized  situation  which  includes  at  least  one  hamiful  event  not  directly  resulting  from  a 
cataclysm."  Consequently,  this  incident  is  not  being  classified  as  a  motor  vehicle  traffic  accident  for  those 
parties  who  sustained  damage,  or  were  injured,  as  a  direct  result  of  the  earthquake. 
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WESTBOUND  DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL 

EASTBOUND  DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL 

OCCUPANT  SUMMARY 

OCCUPANT  SUMMARY 

Total  Number  of  Involved  Parties: 

2 

Total  Number  of  Involved  Parties: 

18 

Total  Number  of  Fatalities: 

0 

Total  Number  of  Fatalities: 

1 

Total  Number  of  Injuries: 

2 

Total  Number  of  injuries: 

11 

Number  with  Complaint  of  Pain: 

0 

1 

Number  with  Complaint  of  Pain: 
Number  with  Visible  Injury: 

4 

Number  with  Visible  Injury: 
Number  with  Severe  Injury: 

1 

Number  with  Severe  Injury: 

4 

Total  Number  Uninjured: 

0 

Total  Number  Uninjured: 

6 

VEHICLE  SUMMARY 

VEHICLE  SUMMARY 

Total  Number  of  Involved  Vehicles: 

1 

Total  Number  of  involved  Vehicles: 

4 

Number  with  Total  Damage: 

1 

Number  with  Total  Damage: 

3 

Number  with  Major  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Major  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Moderate  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Moderate  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Minor  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Minor  Damage: 

1 

WITNESS  SUMMARY 

WITNESS  SUMMARY 

Total  Number  of  Witnesses  Contacted: 

12 

Total  Number  of  Witnesses  Contacted: 

132 

TOTAL 

SUMMARY 

OCCUPANT  SUMMARY 

VEHICLE  SUMMARY 

Total  Number  of  involved  Parties: 

20 

Total  Number  of  involved  Vehicles: 

5 

Total  Number  of  Fatalities: 

1 

Number  with  Total  Damage: 

4 

Total  Number  of  injuries: 

13 

Number  with  Major  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Complaint  of  Pain: 

4 

Number  with  Moderate  Damage: 

0 

Number  with  Visible  injury: 

4 

:-$:%<?:->??; 

Number  with  Minor  Damage: 

1 

Number  with  Severe  injury: 

5 

WITNESS  SUMMARY 

Total  Number  Uninjured: 

6 

Total  Number  of  Witnesses  Contacted: 

::iS$:::$:^:^:>-:-^^ 
;:::::-;::;:::;:;:::5;:::x 
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INVESTIGATION  TEAM  ROSTERS 


TEAM  COORDINATORS 


RANK 

NAME 

Lieutenant 

Harry  Wilson 

8491 

Lieutenant 

Al  Goldberg 

6268 

TEAM  UEADfRS 

RANK 

NAME 

Sergeant 

Thomas  K.  Sfielton 

5918 

Officer 

George  Morrill 

7097 

CALTRANS  ENGINEER 

RANK 

NAME 

I.D. 

Senior  Engineer 

Clifford  Romano 

C0386( 

MOTOR  CARRIER 

SPECIALIST 

RANK 

NAME 

l.u. 

MCSII 

Raymond  Carlson 

A  i  A  A"? 

OTHER  TEAM  MEMBERS 

FIANK 

NAME 

Sergeant 

Richard  V.  James 

4boD 

Sergeant 

Robert  Joyner 

CI  QQ 

Diyo 

Officer 

Bill  Esmay 

f\3\J0 

Officer 

James  Goodman 

A  M  -4  A  A 

1  n  44 

Officer 

Harold  Haupt 

7475 

Officer 

Frank  Koss 

10137 

Officer 

Bob  McAuliffe 

9399 

Officer 

Jim  Mengle 

7207 

Officer 

Sally  Mitchell 

11092 

Officer 

Robert  Powers 

8139 

Officer 

Dennis  Turner 

8132 

Officer 

Max  Santiago 

9963 

Officer 

Denise  Sisneroz 

11348 

Officer 

Jon  West 

9849 

AREA  OF  ASSIGNMENT 

Golden  Gate  Division  -  Investigative  Services  Unit 
Santa  Rosa  Area  Office 


AREA  OF  ASSIGNMENT 

Academy  -  Academic  Unit 
Coastal  Division  -  Staged  Collisions 


AREA  OF  ASSIGNMENT 

Central  Division  MAIT 


AREA  OF  ASSIGNMENT 
Central  Division  MAIT 


AREA  OF  ASSIGNMENT 

Headquarters  -  Investigative  Services  Section 

Central  Division  MAIT 

Central  Division  MAIT 

Oakland  Area  Office 

Central  Division  MAIT 

South  Sacramento  Area  Office 

Napa  Area  Office 

Golden  Gate  Division  -  Staged  Collisions 

Golden  Gate  Division  -  Stage  Collisions 

San  Francisco  Area  Office 

San  Rancisco  Area  Office 

Golden  Gate  Division  -  Vehicle  Theft  Unit 

Headquarters  -  Investigative  Services  Section 

Southern  Division  -  MAIT 


i 


CAUFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  •  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Page  i 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


irrLE  PAGE  NUMBER 


COMMONLY  USED  ABBREVIATIONS  AND  TERMS  vi  -  vi 

DRIVER  /  PASSENGER  DATA  SHEETS   1-13 

Driver  #1,'  •  ♦  ''T  .,    1 

Driver  #2.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •   2 

Driver  #3.'    3 

Driver  #4,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  »    4 

Driver  #5,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •    5 

Passenger  #1  A,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •    6 

Passenger  #3A    6 

Passenger  #3B,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •    7 

Passenger  #3C  •  •  •  »  •  •  •  •  •  •    7 

Passenger  #3D  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •    8 

Passenger  #3E    8 

Passenger  #  3F,  ^--s.- v-v  v-v  w^n   9 

Passenger #3G  .  .  .  .  •  *  .  .  *  «   9 

Passenger  #3H  .  .  .  .  *  .  .   10 

Passenger  #  31,  .  .   10 

Passenger  #  3J,  »  *  *  •  •  •  •  .  .    11 

Passenger  #  3K  •  •  •  *  •  .  *  *  *  *  11 

Passenger #3L,....  .  .  »  •  •  .  *  *  12 

Passenger  #  4A,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  12 

Passenger  #  5A,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  13 

WITNESS  DATA  SHEETS   14-26 

INJURY  SUMMARY   27-29 

SEISMIC  DATA  30-31 

ENGINEERING  REPORT   32-39 

PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  DESCRIPTION  /  WEATHER   40-41 

VEHICLE  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION   42-46 

PHOTO  LOG  47-51 

AUDIO  TAPE  LOG   52 

VIDEO  TAPE  LOG  53-60 

PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  E-9  TOWER    61 


CAUFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS  Pag 


STATEMENTTS  -  DRIVERS  AND  PASSENGERS 


PAGE  NUMBER 
62-164 


D-1, 

P-1A, 

D-2. 

D-3. 

P-3A, 

P-3B, 

P-3C. 

P-3D, 

P-3E. 

P-3F. 

P-3G. 

P-3H. 

P-31, 

P-3J. 

P-3K, 

P-3L. 

D-4, 

D-4A. 

P-5A, 


62-74 
75-92 

93 
94-105 
106-108 
109-115 
7 
8 
8 

116-120 
121  - 124 
125-129 
10 

130-134 

11 

12 
135-148 
149  - 163 

164 


STATEMENTS  -  WITNESSES  165-365 


W-1. 

W-2, 

W-3. 

W-4, 

W-5, 

W-6, 

W-7, 

W-8, 

W-9 

W-10. 

W-11, 

W-1 2, 

W-1 3. 

W-1 4, 

W-1 5, 

W-1 6, 

W-1 7, 

W-1 8. 

W-1 9, 

W-20. 

W-21. 

W-22, 

W-23. 

W-24. 

W-25. 

W-26. 


165-175 
176-183 
184-188 
189-197 
198  -  207 
208  -  214 
215-220 
221  -223 
224  -  234 
235  -  241 
242  -  251 
252  -  254 
255  -  262 
263  -  274 
275  -  278 
279  -  282 
283  -  287 
288  -  293 
294  -  303 
304  -  307 
308-319 
320  -  331 
.  332 
.  332 
.  332 
332 


3JJF0RNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

^0  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS       Page  iii 


TITLE  PAGE  NUMBER 

W-27,  ,  ,  ,  333 

W-28,  I .  .  .  .  .  .  .  »  •  .   333 

W-29,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   333 

W-30.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    333 

W-31,  »  •  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  334 

W-32.  I .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  334 

W-33,   334 

W.34,  •  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  .  .   334 

W-35,  -  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  •   335 

W-36.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  335 

W-37,  •  *  •  *  •  •  •  *  '  •  *  335 

W-38.  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  •  *  *  *  335 

W-39,  *  •  •  •  *  *   336 

W-40.  •  •  *  *  *  *  •  •  •  *  •   336 

V\/.41,  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  *   336 

W-42.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  336 

W-43,  '  '  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  *  337 

W.44,  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  *  •  •  •   337 

W.45.  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  *  '  •  •  337 

W-46,  •  •  *  •  *  *  •  •  •  •  •   337 

W-47.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  338 

W.48.  *  •  •  *  «  •  *  *  •  *  •   338 

W.49.  •  •  •  *  *  •  *  •  •  *  *   338 

W-50.  •  •  •  *  *  •  •  •  •  *  •   338 

W-51,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  *  *  *   339 

W-52.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  339 

W-53,  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  *  •  •  •  339 

W-54.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  '  *   339 

W-55,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  340 

W-56.  •  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •   340 

W-57.  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  »  •  *  *  340 

W-58.  •  •  *  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  *   340 

W-59.  '  •  *  •  •  341 

W-60.  •  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •   341 

W-61  •  *  •  •  •  *  *  *  *  •  •   341 

W-62.  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  *   ....341 

W-63.  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  *  *  *   342 

W-64.  *  .  •  •  *  *  •  •  •  •  •   342 

W-65.  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  *  •   342 

W-66.  -  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  *  •  •   342 

W-67.  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  *  •  *  *   343 

W-68.  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  *  •  *  •   343 

W.69,   343 

W-70.  •  *  •  •  •  •  •  *  *  *  •   343 

W-71,  •  •  '  •  *  •  *  •  •  *  '   344 

W-72,  *  *  •  *  •  *  *  '  *  •  •   344 

W-73.  •  •  •  *  •  •  *  '  *  '  *   344 

W-74,  344 

W-75.  *  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   345 

W-76.   345 

W-77.  .  *  *  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   345 

W-78,  *  •  .  •  *  *  *  .  .  *  *   345 


CAUFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY 

BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE 

-  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Pac 

P 
If 

TTTLE 

PAGE  NUMBER 

W-79, 

* 

» 

»  »  »  •  • 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  346 

W-80, 

« 

* 

¥      »      •      •  • 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

 346 

W-81. 

* 

« 

¥      ¥      *      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

 346 

W-82, 

» 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  346 

W-83. 

» 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  347 

W-84, 

« 

¥     ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  347 

W-85, 

* 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  347 

W-86, 

« 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  347 

W-87, 

V 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  348 

W-88, 

* 

» 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  348 

W-89, 

« 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  348 

W-90, 

• 

« 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  348 

W-91. 

* 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  349 

W-92, 

« 

* 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  349 

W-93. 

* 

« 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  349 

W-94, 

* 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  349 

W-95, 

* 

• 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥     ¥  ¥ 

 350 

W-96. 

• 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

 350 

W-97, 

• 

• 

¥     ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

 350 

W-98. 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

  350 

W-99. 

* 

• 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  351 

W-100, 

« 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

 351 

W-101, 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

 351 

W-102, 

* 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  351 

W-103, 

• 

• 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥     ¥     ¥  ¥ 

 352 

W-104, 

» 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  « 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

 352 

W-105, 

« 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  352 

W-106, 

« 

* 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  352 

W-107. 

* 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

 353 

W-108, 

¥      ¥      ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  353 

W-109, 

* 

* 

¥      *     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  353 

W-110, 

« 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  353 

W-111. 

* 

¥      ¥     ¥      ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

  354 

W-112, 

* 

* 

•      *      *      •  • 

 354 

W-113, 

1  * 

• 

***** 

 354 

W-114, 

* 

* 

***** 

 354 

W-115, 

* 

* 

***** 

 355 

W-116, 

* 

* 

***** 

  355 

W-117, 

* 

***** 

 355 

W-118, 

* 

* 

***** 

*      *      *  *   

 355 

W-119, 

* 

* 

***** 

*     *      *  *  

 356 

W-120. 

* 

* 

***** 

****   

 356 

W-121, 

* 

* 

***** 

****   

 356 

W-122, 

* 

* 

***** 

*      *     *  * 

 356 

W-123, 

• 

• 

***** 

****   

 357 

W-124. 

* 

• 

***** 

*      *     *  * 

 357 

W-125. 

* 

* 

***** 

*      *     •  * 

  357 

W-126, 

* 

* 

***** 

*      •      *  • 

  357 

W-127. 

* 

* 

***** 

*      *      *  * 

 358 

W-128. 

• 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥     ¥  ¥  

 358 

W-129, 

« 

« 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

¥     ¥     ¥  ¥   

 358 

W-130. 

* 

* 

¥      ¥      ¥     ¥  ¥ 

¥      ¥      ¥  ¥  

 358 

id 

■ — , 

:  JFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PA-mOL 

i|3  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS       Page  v 


TTTT-E  PAGE  NUMBER 

W-131.   •  •  .  .   359 

W-132,  .  .  »   .   359 

W-133.  .  ,  .   359 

W-134.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   359 

W-135.  .  .  .   .   360 

W-136.  .  .  .  .  .  »  .  .  .  •  •  •   360 

W-137.   .  .  .   360 

W-138.  .  •  '  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  360 

W-139.   361 

W-140.  .  .  <  •  •  .  .  .  .  .  •  •   362 

W-141.  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  •  363 

W-142,  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  .  •  •  •  364 

W-143,  «  •  •  •  •  •  '  •  •  •  •  •   364 

W-144.  •  .  '  •  '   365 

ANALYSIS   366-384 

OPINIONS   385-393 

Pre-earthquake   385-386 

At-earthquake   387  -  388 

Pcjst-earthquake   389  -  393 

CONCLUSIONS     394  -  396 

RECOMMENDATIONS   396 

ANNEX  A  -  Physical  Evidence  and  Dynamics  Diagram 

ANNEX  B  -  SFOBB  Profile  Diagram  /  West  Crossing 

ANNEX  C  -  SFOBB  Plan  View  Diagram/  Yertoa  Buena  Island 

ANNEX  D  -  SFOBB  Profile  Diagram/  East  Crossing 


0 
It! 


UFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

0  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  TERMS 


Page  vi 


COMMONLY  USED  TERMS 
AND 
ABBREVIATIONS 


Abbreviations 


Caltrans  - 

California  Department  of  Transportation 

CHP 

California  Highway  Patrol 

CSMIP  - 

California  Strong  Motion  Instrumentation  Program 

E/B 

Eastbound 

f  PS 

Feet  per  second 

fps/s 

Feet  per  second  per  second 

ft 

Feet 

MAIT 

Muttidisciplinary  Accident  Investigation  Team 

mph 

Miles  per  hour 

OPD 

Oakland  Police  Department 

P/U 

Pick  up 

S.O. 

Sheriffs  Office 

Sec 

Second 

SFOBB  - 

San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge 

T/L 

Traffic  Lane 

Tl 

Treasure  Island 

USGS 

United  States  Geological  Survey 

W/B 

Westbound 

YBI 

Yerba  Buena  Island 

Tenms 

Anchorage:  A  support  structure  to  which  a  portion  of  the  bridge,  or  adjoining  structure,  is  affixed. 

Bounce:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report;  to  strike  a  surface  and  rebound:  to  move  up  and  down. 

Cantilever  Truss:  A  built-up  support  system  consisting  of  three  continuous  spans  designed  so 
that  the  weight  of  the  center  span  is  counterbalanced  by  the  weight  of  the  two  exterior  spans. 

Center  Anchorage:  An  intermediate  vertical  support  member  which  provides  for  the  connection 
of,  and  longitudinal  support  for,  truss  sections  or  suspension  cables. 

Center  Anchorage  -  East  Bay  Crossing:  The  tower  providing  central  support  for  the  truss 
section  of  the  SFOBB.  Located  at  tower  E-9,  approximately  half-way  between  the  Oakland 
anchorage  and  Yerba  Buena  Island. 

Center  Anchorage  -  West  Bay  Crossing:  The  tower  providing  central  support  for  the 
suspension  section  of  the  SFOBB.  Located  approximately  half-way  between  the  San  Francisco 
anchorage  and  Yerba  Buena  Island. 

Closure  Span:  A  secondary  deck  constructed  to  connect  the  roadway  between  the  joining  of  two 
truss  types. 

Deck  Truss:  A  built-up  support  system  where  the  roadway  is  constructed  on  the  top  and  bottom 
horizontal  members. 
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East  Bay  Crossing:  The  bridge  structure  connecting  Oakland  to  the  east  side  of  Verba  Buena 
Island. 

Embarcadero  Freeway:  State  Route  480.  Connects  1-80  with  downtown  San  Francisco  and  The 
Embarcadero. 

Rocking:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report,  the  movement  to  and  fro,  from  side  to  side:  to  shake  or 
cause  to  vibrate  strongly. 

Snaking:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report;  to  move,  twist,  or  wind  in  the  manner  of  a  snake. 

Strong  Motion:  As  used  in  this  investigation  report,  strong  motion  refers  to  earthquake  induced 
ground,  or  structure,  motion  that  is  strong  enough  to  be  felt  by  the  occupants  of  a  vehicle. 

Suspension  Bridge:  A  bridge  structure  supported  by  cables. 

Suspension  Section:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report,  the  suspension  section  is  that  portion  of 
the  SFOBB  from  San  Francisco  to  the  west  side  of  Verba  Buena  Island. 

Swaying:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report;  to  swing  smoothly  from  side  to  side. 

Through  Truss:  A  built-up  support  system  where  the  roadway  is  placed  on  the  bottom  horizontal 
members  and  on  horizontal  members  constructed  through  the  middle  of  the  system. 

Toll  Plaza:  A  facility  for  the  collection  of  tolls  for  using  the  SFOBB.  Located  on  the  Oakland  side  of 
the  bridge,  to  the  east  of  the  East  Bay  Crossing. 

Truss  Section:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report,  the  truss  section  is  that  portion  of  the  SFOBB  from 
Oakland  to  the  east  side  of  Verba  Buena  Island. 

Wave:  For  the  purpose  of  this  report;  to  move  loosely  up  and  down,  or  backwards  and  fonvard:  a 
moving  swell  or  ridge. 

West  Bay  Crossing:  The  bridge  structure  connecting  San  Francisco  to  the  west  side  of  Verba 
Buena  Island. 

Verba  Buena  Crossing:  The  bridge  and  tunnel  structures  carrying  traffic  across  Verba  Buena 
Island. 

Verba  Buena  Island  Section:  For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  the  Verba  Buena  Island  Section  is 
that  portion  of  the  SFOBB  that  crosses  Verba  Buena  Island. 
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PAGE  #:  1 


RIVER  #:  1 


UVER'S  LICENSE  NUMBER 


STATE 

CA 


CLASS 

3 


VEHICLE  #:  1 

84  Mazda  626  Gray 


LICENSE  NO. 


STATE 

CA 


REGISTERED  OWNER 


'A 


VEHICLE  DISPOSTION: 


SFOBB  Tow 


HAIR 

BRN 


EYES 

BLU 


HEIGHT 

71" 


WEIGHT 

150 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

07/01/56 


DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL: 
NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


W/B 

Pages:  385  -  393 


HICLE  POINT  OF  REST 

I  come  to  rest  In  the  W/B  #2  lane  at  the  W.  edge  of  the  collapsed  upper  deck.  The  center  of  V-l's  right  side,  was 
)ported  by  the  W.  edge  of  the  collapsed  upper  deck,  with  the  front  of  V-1  against  the  collapsed  lower  deck. 

HICLE  DAMAGE  -  Total 


lis  vehicle  sustained  major  contact  damage  to  its  front  end,  roof,  and  body  pan.    The  front  end  was 
::hed  rearward  and  upward  with  the  majority  of  damage  concentrated  to  the  left  front.    The  body  pan  and 
::tom  of  the  front  doors,  between  the  front  axle  and  B  pillar  posts,  were  crushed  upward.    The  roof, 
:;ween  the  B  and  C  pillars,  was  crushed  downward  with  the  majority  of  the  damage  to  the  left  side, 
hre  was  induced  damage  noted  to  the  sides,  hood  and  roof  of  the  vehicle.    DETAILED  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION 
:  PAGE  42. 


3 


I.PECTED  BY:  G.  Morrill  LOCATION:  Co-Parts  Auto  Storage,  282  5th  St..  Vallejo  DATE:  11/06/89    TIME:  1015  Hours 

(JURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Other  Visible 

),»•»,  stated  that  he  suffered  a  compression  fracture  of  the  spine  as  well  as  whiplash  injuries  to  the  neck  and 
}'0w.    He  indicated  that  he  sustained  a  laceration  to  the  tongue.    He  also  complained  of  pain  to  the  back,  elbow,  waist, 
i  pelvic  area. 

'  NSPORTEO  BY:  Navy  Ambulance  TRANSPORTED  TO:  San  Francisco  Gen.  Hosp. 

;feTY  equipment  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 
ilMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

•  ,»  •  .  ,1,  stated  that  he  was  W/B  in  the  #2  traffic  lane  at  about  40  to  45  mph.    At  first  he  thought  that  he  had  a  flat 
e,  then  felt  the  bridge  moving  up  and  down  and  his  whole  car  began  bouncing  up  and  down  violently.    He  believes  that  he 
) an  pumping  his  brakes  in  an  attempt  to  slow  down.    As  the  bridge  span  collapsed,  he  had  the  sensation  of  dropping.  He 
:'ld  not  recall  how  his  vehicle  came  to  rest.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  62. 
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PAGE  #: 


DRIVER  #:  2 


DRIVER'S  LICENSE  NUMBER 


««««««  -« 


STATE 

CA 


CLASS 

3 


VEHICLE  #:  2 

85  Honda  M/C  Rd/Wht/Blu 


LICENSE  NO. 
•  •  •  • 


STATE 

CA 


REGISTERED  OWNER 

'W////M 

W//////M. 

W//M 

vtttlCLh  OISPOSTION: 


Driven 


SEX 

M 


HAIR 

BRN 


EYES 

BRN 


HEIGHT 

76" 


WEIGHT 

200 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

04/19/50 


DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL:  E/B 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:    Pages t  385  -  393 


VEHICLE  POINT  OF  REST 

Based  on  statements.  V-2  came  to  rest  in  the  #5  lane,  N.  of  the  S.  roadway  edge  approximately  160'  W.  of  the  collapsed 
bridge  span. 


VEHICLE  DAMAGE  -  Minor 

Based  on  the  statement  of  D-2,*   *   *  the  vehicle  sustained   minor  damage  to  its  left  side.    There  were 
reportedly  scrapes  and  scratches  to  the  left  handlebar  and  footpeg  with  a  dent  on  the  left  side  of  the 
gas  tank.    DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  ON  PAGE  43. 


INSPECTED  BY:  Not  Inspected  LOCATION: 


DATE: 


TIME:  Hours 


INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Complaint  of  Pain 

D-2,  *       *  complained  of  pain  to  his  shoulders.    He  did  not  seek  medical  aid. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  N/A 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  To  Seek  Own  Aid 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Helmet  Worn 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

D-2,  *   «   *  stated  he  was  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  at  75  mph  and  was  west  of  the  section  of  bridge  that  collapsed  when  his 
motorcycle  started  swerving.    He  stated  that  he  was  able  to  slow  down,  but  lost  control  and  layed  the  motorcycle  down. 
After  he  stopped,  he  picked  the  motorcycle  up  and  rode  W/B  in  the  E/B  lanes  to  San  Francisco.    He  indicated  that  he  saw 
the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge  after  his  motorcycle  went  down.    SUMMARIZED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  93. 
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PAGE  #: 


IVER  * 


VEHICLE  #:  3 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver 


REGISTERED  OWNER 


V7777. 


VEHICLE  DisposTioN:    '  Driven 


LICENSE  NO. 


•  ♦  •  » 


STATE 

CA 


T777) 


'A 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

03/18/34 


DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL:  E/B 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:   Pages:  385  -  393 


inCLE  POINT  OF  REST 


JBd  on  statements.  V-3  was  stopped  by  Mr.  •  •  •  1n  a  traffic  lane,  E/B  SFOBB,  just  east  of  the  collapsed  section  of 
I  bridge. 

UCLE  DAMAGE  -  Major 

ts  vehicle  sustained  major  damage  to  the  right  rear  corner  of  its  roof  as  a  result  of  a  downward, 


ishing  Impact.    The  roof  was  crushed  downward  and  the  right  rear  door  frame  was  torn  backward 
iroximately  18  Inches.    Both  rear  doors  sustained  induced  damage.    The  left  side  sustained  contact 
isge  just  rear  of  the  D  pillar  post  both  above  and  below  the  left  rear  window.    Both  left  and  right 


•;  rear  windows,  as  well  as  the  right  rear  door  window,  were  broken  out.    DETAILED  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION 
MAGE  43. 

\ 

>'ECTED  BY:  J.  West  LOCATION:  Golden  West  Coach,  12456  E.  Lambert  Rd.,  Whittier  DATE:  11/21/89    TIME:  Hours 


IIURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Uninjured 

•  •  •  •  •  ,  was  not  injured. 

I 

DISPORTED  BY:  N/A  TRANSPORTED  TO: 


rETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 
IMARY  OF  STATEMENT 


•  •  •        was  driving  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  at  45  mph  in  the  #  4  lane  in  the  area  of  the  section  of  the  bridge  that 
)apsed.    He  felt  the  vehicle  swaying  so  he  began  to  slow  down.    He  felt  the  roadway  underneath  him  rise,  then  the  rear 
'  is  vehicle  was  impacted  by  the  falling  upper  span.    His  vehicle  was  accelerated  forward,  the  vehicle  went  airborne, 
icame  down  onto  level  roadway.    He  brought  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  and  could  see  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  behind  him 
•the  rear  of  the  van  was  damaged.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  94. 
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DRIVER  #:  4 

VEHICLE  #:    4                                             LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

88  Pontiac  Lemans  Red              *  *  .  .  *  CA 

REGISTERED  OWNER 

DRIVER'S  LICENSE  NUMBER 
»»»»»» 

STATE 

CA 

CLASS 

C 

VEHICLE  DISPOSTION:         ^OBB  TOW 

SEX 

M 

HAIR 

BLN 

EYES 

BLU 

HEIGHT 

69" 

WEIGHT 

135 

DATE  OF  BIRTH 

07/21/62 

DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL:  E/B 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:    Pagcs:  385  -  393 

i 

III' 


VEHICLE  POINT  OF  REST 

V-4  came  to  rest  with  its  rear  wheels  In  the  E/B  #3  lane  and  its  front  end  overhanging  the  W.  edge  of  the  span  with  its 
front  bumper  in  contact  with  the  collapsed  upper  deck. 


VEHICLE  DAMAGE  -  Total 

This  vehicle  sustained  right  front  tire  and  wheel  damage.    The  right  front  wheel  suspension  system  had 
contact  damage.    There  were  scratches  on  the  front  bumper  and  front  license  plate.    The  left  headlight 
assembly  was  pushed  rearward  approximately  1  inch  at  the  lower  left  corner.    The  front  bumper  attachment 
on  the  left  was  broken  allowing  that  side  to  sag  approximately  2  and  1/2  inches.    There  were  numerous 
longitudinal  scrapes  on  the  undercarriage  and  under  body  pan.    The  rear  axle  cross  strut  was  bent 
rearward.    The  fuel  line  was  detached  from  the  fuel  tank  and  wrapped  around  the  left  windshield  wiper 
arm.    There  were  numerous  pry  bar  type  marks  in  the  center  of  the  engine  compartment  hood.  DETAILED 
DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  ON  PAGE  45. 


3 


ciilg 


INSPECTED  BY:  G.  Morrill 


LOCATION:  S.  Bay  Salvage,  Milpitas.  CA 


DATE:  11/06/89    TIME:  1545  Hours 


Ktl[ 


i'  > 

111 


INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Uninjured 


D-4,»  •  »  •  was  not  injured. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  N/A 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

D-4,*  •  *  *  was  driving  his  vehicle  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  in  the  #3  lane  at  about  35  mph,  east  of  the  tunnel  on  YBI,  during 
the  earthquake  of  10/17/89.    He  felt  his  vehicle  moving  back  and  forth  and  he  thought  it  had  a  flat  tire.    He  started  to 
decelerate  and  observed  other  vehicles  also  slowing.    He  saw  dust  or  smoke  coming  from  the  right  side  of  the  bridge  ahead 
of  his  location.    He  then  observed  the  upperdeck  collapse  onto  the  lower  deck  just  ahead  of  him  and  his  vehicle  then  nosed 
over  into  the  collapse.    He  and  his  passenger  immediately  got  out  via  the  right  front  door  and  climbed  up  to  the  lower 
deck  on  the  west  side  of  the  collapse.    They  eventually  got  a  ride  on  a  bus  from  the  bridge.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON 
PAGE  135. 
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»/ER  #: 


VEHICLE  #:    5  LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

80  Mercury  Zephyr  Reddish/Brn  CA 


REGISTERED  OWNER 


VEHICLE  DisposTioN:      Alameda  Tow,  Berk 


WEIGHT 

140 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

02/13/66 


DIRECTION  OF  TRAVEL: 
NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


E/B 

Pages:  385  -  393 


[CLE  POINT  OF  REST 


:aine 


to  rest  In  the  #1  W/B  lane  facing  E.  at  the  E.  edge  of  the  collapsed  section  of  the  upper  deck.    Its  front 


e  s  were  lodged  In  the  "hinge"  formed  by  the  span  collapse. 


;i:CLE  DAMAGE  -  Total 


5  ustained  total  damage  to  its  front  end.  The  front  of  the  vehicle  was  forced  upwards  and  rearwards 
t  the  area  of  the  firewall.    There  was  induced  damage  to  both  sides,  with  outward  buckling  of  both 

0  doors.    The  roof  was  collapsed  downward  and  the  hood  buckled  upward.    The  steering  wheel  was 

1  psed  forward  and  the  passenger  side  of  the  dash  was  dented  inward.  DETAILED  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  ON 
G  46. 


SICTED  BY:  Central  MAIT       LOCATION:  Alameda  County  Tow,  Berkeley  DATE:  11/05/89    TIME:  1100  Hours 

KiRY  DESCRIPTION  -  Fatal 

5  •  •  sustained  fatal  injuries  consisting  of  closed  head  trauma.  Refer  to  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  Medical 
»ner/Coroner 's  Register  #  1305,  Record  of  Death. 

t'ORTEO  BY:  USCG  Helicopter  TRANSPORTED  TO:  Letterman  Army  Hospital 

ITY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Not  Used 
tARY  OF  STATEMENT 

j,  «  •    sustained  fatal  injuries,  no  statement. 
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PASSENGER  #: 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

07/25/48 


SEATING  POSITION 

Right  /  Front 


VEHICLE  #:  1 

84  Nazda  626  Gray 


LICENSE  NO. 


STATE 

CA 


REGISTERED  OWNER 


m7/. 


NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


Pages:  385  -  393 


Z 


INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Severe 

P-IA,  *****  indicated  that  she  suffered  damage  to  her  sternum,  a  cracked  clavicle,  a  compression  fracture  of  the 
lower  spine,  a  laceration  to  her  right  knee  requiring  sutures,  and  bruising  to  her  right  leg,  hips,  and  chest. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  Navy  Ambulance 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  San  Francisco  Gen.  Hosp. 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-IA,  *****    stated  she  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  of  V-1.    She  indicated  that  they  were  W/B  on  the  SFOBB, 
probably  in  the  #2  traffic  lane,  at  somewhere  around  55  mph.    She  stated  that  her  first  indication  that  something  was 
wrong  occurred  when  D-1,  Mr.»  »  »  .,  stated,  "What's  wrong  with  my  car".    She  then  experienced  a  sinking  feeling,  and 
thought  that  they  had  a  flat  tire.    She  ranembers  D-1  pumping  his  brakes.    She  stated  she  heard  a  loud  sound,  like 
dynamite,  and  saw  the  bridge  ripping  apart  in  front  of  her.    She  stated  she  remembers  falling  and  seeing  the  water  in 
front  of  her  as  they  fell  at  an  angle  towards  the  bay.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  75. 


11 


PASSENGER  #:    3A  /^^^^^^ 

VEHICLE  #:    3                                             LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

86  Dodge  Van  Si  1 ver                  *  .  *  *  i  CA 

REGISTERED  OWNER 

DATE  OF  BIRTH                 SEATING  POSITION 

07/31/38            Right  /  Front 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:        Pages :  38^-193 

I 


INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Uninjured 

P-3A,  «   «   «  was  not  injured. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  N/A 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-3A,  *  «  *  stated  he  was  riding  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89. 
He  felt  the  vehicle  moving  "funny",  like  having  a  flat  tire.  He  stated  that  the  lower  bridge  span  collapsed  under  their 
vehicle  and  the  upper  deck  span  collapsed  onto  the  rear  of  the  vehicle.  As  the  collapse  was  occurring,  he  could  see  the 
bottom  deck  separate.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  106. 
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F>SENGER  #:  3B 


J^  E  OF  BIRTH 

(/21/54 


SEATING  POSITION 

Row  2.  Left 


VEHICLE  #:  3 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver 


LICENSE  NO. 


STATE 

CA 


REGISTERED  OWNER 


NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


Pages:  385  -  393 


\\m  DESCRIPTION  -  Other  Visible 

-  ,  •   "   • ,  sustained  a  broken  nose. 


rSPORTED  BY:  Self 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  Dr. 


,  Walnut  Creek 


*ETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 


LMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

•  ,   •   *   *,  stated  she  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of 
)7/89.    She  felt  the  van  go  back  and  forth  and  saw  the  bridge  railing  and  a  water  pipe  burst  at  the  same  time  the  van 
riped.    The  driver  accelerated  uphill  and  she  felt  another  bump  and  the  van  slowed.    The  driver  then  drove  to  the  bridge 
I.  a  and  stopped.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  109. 


URY  DESCRIPTION  -  Uninjured 

2  •  •  *  •    was  not  injured. 


*  PORTED  BY:  N/A  TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 


in-Y  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 


JMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

3   •  •  •  •    stated  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89. 

ated  that  the  van  felt  like  it  was  getting  a  flat  tire  and  then  it  felt  like  it  was  going  uphill  and  bouncing  all 

e  the  place.    He  stated  that  he  didn't  know  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  into  their  van. 


I 
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ii 

1 

w 

VEHICLE  #:    3                                             LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver                *  *  *  *  •  CA 

REGISTERED  OWNER  ....^...yyyyyyyy 

DATE  OF  BIRTH                 SEATING  POSITION 

02/02/47            Row  2,  Right 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:           PagCS :   385  -  393 

INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Severe 

P-3D,  «   «   «  sustained  two  fractured  vertebrae. 

TRANSPORTED  BY:  Private  Vehicle                 TRANSPORTED  TO:  Kaiser.  Oakland  | 

11 

if, 
s 

SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Used 

Ii 

SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-3D,  «   «   «  stated  she  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89. 
She  felt  the  vehicle  sway  back  and  forth  and  thought  it  was  caused  by  a  flat  tire.    She  heard  a  noise  that  sounded  like  a 
bomb  going  off.    The  van  was  then  struck  from  above  and  the  bridge  seemed  to  raise  in  front  of  the  van.    The  van  went 
uphill  and  jumped  to  another  part  of  the  bridge  and  then  started  downhill.    She  stated  she  saw  the  bridge  open  up  and  saw 
the  water  below  them.    D-3  drove  the  van  E/B  to  the  bridge  toll  plaza  and  some  private  citizens  took  her  to  Kaiser 
Hospital  in  Oakland. 

1 

1 

If 
It 

i 

PASSENGER  f:  3E 

VEHICLE  #:    3                                             LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver                 2W98449  CA 

ii 

! 

\ 

DATE  OF  BIRTH                 SEATING  POSITION 

08/25/45            Row  3.  Left 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:        Pages :  385  -  393 

INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Other  Visible 

P-3E,  <   «   «  sustained  broken  and  loosened  teeth. 

1 

TRANSPORTED  BY:  Private  Vehicle                  TRANSPORTED  TO:  Dr.  *  ...  ,  San  Ramon 

11 

\ 
% 

SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 

w 

SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-3E,  «   «   «  stated  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89.  He 
felt  the  van  shaking  and  rocking  like  it  was  getting  a  flat  tire.    He  didn't  relize  that  the  bridge  span  had  collapsed 
onto  their  van  until  after  the  van  came  to  a  stop. 

1 

k 

N 

lir 

illil 

# 
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fURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Complaint  of  Pain 

,  *   <   *  sustained  bumps  and  bruises. 


{SPORTED  BY:  N/A  TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 


>ETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 


.MARY  OF  STATEMENT 

■  ,  »   .   .  stated  he  was  a  passenger  In  the  vanpool  van  (V-3).  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89.  He 
I  reading  a  paper  when  he  felt  the  van  moving  from  side  to  side  and  he  thought  it  had  lost  a  wheel.    He  became  aware 
\  the  bridge  span  had  fallen  and  struck  the  van  only  after  the  van  came  to  a  stop.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  116. 


■J SPORTED  BY:  Self  TRANSPORTED  TO:  *  •  *  •  Medical  Group 

^ETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 
J1ARY  OF  STATEMENT 

'.  •   •   «,  stated  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89  and 
ujsleep  when  the  earthquake  began.    He  was  awakened  when  the  van  began  to  shake  violently  like  it  had  a  flat  tire. 
'1r  he  got  home,  he  drove  passenger  *   *   'P-SE)  to  a  dentist  and  then  drove  himself  to  see  his  doctor.  TRANSCRIBED 
'/;MENT  on  PAGE  121. 


.1 
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PASSENGER  #:  3H 

VEHICLE  #:    3                                             LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver                 *  *  *  .  . 

REGISTERED  OWNER  _ 

/yy  // ??/  //y7'7T777yv77y / // /////////// 

DATE  OF  BIRTH                 SEATING  POSITION 

10/05/42            Row  4,  Left 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:          PageS:  3Bt)  -  393 

INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Uninjured 


P-3H,  *  «  *  *  ,  was  not  injured. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  N/A  TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 
SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-3H,  »  «  »  «  ,  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  In  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake 
of  10/17/89.    The  van  started  shaking  and  also  started  to  rock  violently.    The  van  compressed  and  the  rear  windows  blew 
out.    He  looked  back  and  could  see  that  the  bridge  span  had  fallen.    TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  125. 


PASSENGER  #:  31 

VEHICLE  #:    3                                             LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver                  .  .  *  .  . 

REGISTERED  OWNER 

DATE  OF  BIRTH                 SEATING  POSITION 

11/25/41            Row  4.  Middle 

NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION:        Pages:  385  -  393 

INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Severe 

P-3I,*   «   *  sustained  internal  bleeding  in  his  left  leg. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  Self  TRANSPORTED  TO:  Danville  Medical  Group 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Used 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-3I.*   *   'Stated  he  was  a  passenger  In  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  that  was  E/B  on  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89. 
He  was  relaxing  with  his  eyes  closed  when  he  felt  the  van  start  moving  like  it  had  a  flat  tire.    He  said  the  bridge  hit 
their  van  and  that  he  became  aware  of  the  collapse  of  the  bridge  span  after  the  van  came  to  a  stop.    He  later  went  to  his 
doctor  for  en  examination. 
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ISSEN6ER  #:  3J 


,TE  OF  BIRTH 

2/12/44 


SEATING  POSITION 

Row  4,  Right 


VEHICLE  #:  3 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver 


LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

*******  CA 


NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


Pages:  385  -  393 


JURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Complaint  of  Pain 

[J,  •   «  *•  complained  of  back  pain.    He  stated  that  he  did  not  see  a  doctor  for  this  injury. 


INSPORTED  BY:  N/A  TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 

"fETY  equipment  -  Lap  Belt  Used 
"  1MARY  OF  STATEMENT 

J,»   »   »  stated  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89.  He 
I  reading  a  book  when  he  felt  the  vehicle  slow  down  and  begin  an  up  and  down  and  side  to  side  motion.    He  stated  that  a 
isenger  behind  him  started  to  scream,  he  looked  back  and  observed  that  the  bridge  span  had  already  fallen.  TRANSCRIBED 
ITEMENT  ON  PAGE  130. 


'^URY  description  -  Severe 


*  *  ,r    sustained  a  compression  fracture  to  his  back. 


.SPORTED  BY:  Private  Vehicle  TRANSPORTED  TO:  Kaiser,  Oakland 

"'ETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Used 
"J  MARY  OF  STATEMENT 

.*•*»,  stated  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3),  E/B  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  span 
apse,  during  the  earthquake  of  10/17/89.    He  was  reading  a  newspaper  when  he  felt  the  vehicle  start  to  rock  like  it 

•3  flat  tire.    He  thought  the  bridge  had  hit  their  van,  and  was  made  aware  of  the  span  collapse  after  their  vehicle  had 

'  to  a  stop. 
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PASSENGER  # 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

08/05/35 


SEATING  POSITION 

Row  5,  Right 


VEHICLE  #:  3 

86  Dodge  Van  Silver 


LICENSE  NO. 

****** 


STATE 

CA 


NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


Pages:  385  -  393 


INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Other  Visible 

P-3L,   «   «   «,  sustained  lacerations  to  his  head  as  we11  as  abruised  right  arm,  stomach,  and  right  leg. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  Private  Vehicle 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  John  Huir,  Walnut  Creek 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap  Belt  Not  Used 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

P-3L,   *   *   «,  was  riding  in  the  vanpool  van  (V-3).  E/B  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  span  collapse,  during  the 
earthquake  of  10/17/89.    He  stated  he  was  reading  when  he  felt  the  van  start  rocking  forward  into  the  air.    He  stated  the 
van  was  driven  to  the  bridge  toll  plaza. 


PASSENGER  #:  4A 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 

01/08/57 


Right/Front 


VEHICLE  #:  4 

88  Pontiac  Lemans  Red 


LICENSE  NO. 
****** 


STATt! 

CA 


INJURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Uninjured 

P-4A,»   •   »  »,  was  not  injured. 


TRANSPORTED  BY:  N/A 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  N/A 


I 


SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 


SUMMARY  OF  STATEMENT 

p_4A,  *  .  .  .  ,  was  riding  in  the  R/F  or  her  fiance's  vehicle  (V-4),  E/B  on  the  SFOBB,  east  of  YBI  during  the  earthquake 
of  10/17/89.    She  stated  she  saw  a  cloud  of  smoke  or  dust  ahead  of  them  and  thought  a  truck  had  hit  the  edge  of  the 
bridge.    She  then  observed  the  bridge  rail  vibrating  and  felt  their  car  moving  back  and  forth.    Her  fiancee  slowed  down 
and  then  their  car  dropped  front  end  first  into  the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge.    She  stated  she  did  not  actually 
observe  the  span  collapse.    She  also  stated  that  she  rode  a  bus  from  the  bridge  back  to  San  Francisco  and  then  to  Hayward. 
TRANSCRIBED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  149. 
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PAGE  #:  13 


^TE  OF  BIRTH 

J/lO/51 


SEATING  POSITION 

Right  /  Front 


VEHICLE  #:  5 

80  Mercury  Zephyr  Reddish/Brn 


LICENSE  NO.  STATE 

*****  CA 


NARRATIVE  DESCRIPTION: 


Pages:  385  -  393 


lURY  DESCRIPTION  -  Severe 

A,  '  •  •  •  ,  sustained  a  fractured  right  hip  and  left  leg.  He  also  suffered  a  shattered  right  ankle,  damaged  left 
)e,  and  facial  cuts. 


INSPORTED  BY:  USCG  Helicopter 


TRANSPORTED  TO:  Letterman  Army  Hospital 


■ETY  EQUIPMENT  -  Lap/Shoulder  Harness  Used 


I1MARY  OF  STATEMENT 

^.   •  •  •  .    was  riding  with  his  sister  (D-5)  E/B  on  the  SFOBB  when  they  got  stopped  in  traffic  during  the  earthquake 
110/17/89.    They  got  their  vehicle  turned  around  and  got  off  the  bridge  at  Yerba  Buena  Island  and  were  then  directed  to 
•  upper  deck  of  the  bridge.    When  they  got  to  the  upper  deck,  they  saw  traffic  going  both  east  and  west.  Apparently 
rfused  at  this  point,  his  sister  turned  to  the  right  and  drove  E/B  at  45  mph  in  the  right  lane.    As  they  proceeded  E/B, 
'/  saw  numerous  persons  outside  their  vehicles  who  were  running  in  both  directions.    Before  his  sister  could  react,  they 
off  the  end  of  the  bridge.    SUMMARIZED  STATEMENT  ON  PAGE  164. 
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{THESS  #:      1       SEX:  M       AGE:  DATE  OF  BIRTH:  STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  165 

Anonymous  (H) 
Jnknown,.  (B) 


SESS  »:      7       SEX:  F       AGE:  41       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  03/03/48       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  215 
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WITNESS  #:    13       SEX:  M      AGE:  33       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  07/24/56       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  255 


WITNESS  #:    16       SEX:  F       AGE:  29       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  09/10/60 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  279 


(H)  ******* 
(B)  ******* 


WITNESS  #:    17       SEX:  M      AGE:  20       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  04/21/69       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  283 


21 


(H)  ******* 
(B)  ******* 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  288 


(H) 
(B) 


******* 
******* 


WITNESS  #:    19       SEX:  M      AGE:  41       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  06/03/48       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  294 


'A 


(H)  ***•*«» 
(B)  ****••« 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  304 


*      *      *  * 


(H)  *  *  * 

(B)  •  ^_  *     *  » . *. 


WITNESS  #:    21       SEX:  M       AGE:  32       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  04/25/57       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  308 


(H) 
(B) 


******* 


****** 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  320 


(H) 
(B) 


******* 
•  *•***• 
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PAGE  #:  16 


NESS  #:    23       SEX:  F       AGE:  57       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  03/18/32       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  332 


'A 


(H)  ******  * 
(B)  ******  » 


NESS  #:    24       SEX:  M       AGE:  41       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  06/05/48       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  332 


z 


'A 


(H)  ******  * 
(B)  *  *  *  * 


*  *  *  * 


NESS  #:    25       SEX:  M       AGE:  32       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  02/06/57       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  332 


7 


(H)  ******** 
(B)  ******** 


(H) *  •  ' 
(B)' 


•  »  •  •  • 


HESS  #:    27       SEX:  M       AGE:  45       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  09/20/44       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  333 

— 


j- 


'A 


(H)  • 
(B)  ' 


<ESS  #:    28       SEX:  M       AGE:  47       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  I2/15Z41  _   STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  333 


(H)*  ' 
(B)  •  • 


»•••¥» 


lESS  »:    29       SEX:  F       AGE:  34       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  09/12/55       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  333 


Zl 


(H) 
(B)' 


***«««* 


ESS  »:    30       SEX:  M       AGE:  44       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  05/27/45       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  333 


(H) 

(B)  •••••»•• 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  334 


(H)  . 
(B)  . 


.1 


!:SS  #:  32 

z 


SEX:  F       AGE:  49       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  09/29/40       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  334 


(H)'  ••••••  . 

(B)  *••»»•»* 


!:SS  #:    33       SEX:  F       AGE:  33       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  07/13/56 


'A 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  334 


(H) 
(B) 


««*»*«** 
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WITNESS  #:    34       SEX:  M       AGE:  40       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  02/19/49 

STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  334 

(H)  ******  * 
****••• 

WITNESS  #:    35       SEX:  M      AGE:  40       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  05/01/49 

STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  335 

(H)  *****  •  * 
(B)  *•***»* 

WITNESS  #:    36      SEX:  M      AGE:  39      DATE  OF  BIRTH:  01/31/50 

STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  335 

(H) 

(B)  ******* 

WITNESS  #:    37       SEX:  F       AGE:  57       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  07/08/32       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  335 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  335 


(H) 

(B)  •♦•••»♦ 


STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  336 


(H) 

(B)  ' 


WITNESS  #:    40       SEX:  M       AGE:  35       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  07/11/54 

STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  336 

'mmmmmmm. 

(H)  • 
(B)  ••••••  • 

WITNESS  #:    41       SEX:  F       AGE:  25       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  06/12/63 

STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  335 

(H)  •••••••  " 

(B) 

(H)  •  •  •  •  •  • 

(B) 


(H)  ' 
(B)  •  ' 


««•»¥<! 


WITNESS  #:    44       SEX:  M       AGE:  31       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  11/27/57       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  337 


(B)  »»••»•*' 


1  ■ 
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PAGE  #:  18 


HESS  #:    45       SEX:  F       AGE:  46       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  12/23/42       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  337 


z 


2J 


(H) 
(B) 


******** 
******** 


I  ESS  #:    46       SEX:  M       AGE:  46       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  11/19/42       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  337 


*      *      *  * 


(H)  *  *  *  * 
(B)  ******* 


r  ESS  #:    47       SEX:  M       AGE:  74       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  03/21715       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  338 

-r: 

/ 
/ 

c 


'A 


(H}  ******** 
(B)  *  * 


****** 


I  ESS  #:    48       SEX:  M       AGE:  42       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  08/04/47       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  338 


(H)  ******* 
(B)  ***** 


*  •  * 


^|,|^  ******* 
(B)*  * 


****** 


n:SS  #:    50       SEX:  F       AGE:  42       DATE  OF  BIRTH:  12/20/46       STATEMENT  PAGE  #:  338 


23 


(H)  • 

(B) 


******* 
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INJURY  SUMMARY 


Partv  No. 

Name 

iniurv  Severitv 

D-1 

•  ««»«•»««*« 

Other  Visible  Iniurv 

Treated  at: 

San  Francisco  General  HosDital  -  Octo 

3er  17.  1989 

Injury  Description: 


Mr.  *  *  *  •  indicated  that  he  was  treated  for  a  compression  fracture  of  the  spine  and 
muscle  tension  in  the  neck,  elbow,  waist  and  pelvis.  He  also  suffered  a  laceration  to  his 
tongue.  He  was  treated  for  these  injuries  and  released  at  approximately  0200  hours  on 
October  18.  1989. 


Party  No. 


D-2 


Name 


Injury  Severity 


Complaint  of  pain 


Treated  at:  N/A 


Injury  Description: 

Mr.  *  *  *  I  was  not  treated  at  any  medical  facility.  He  complained  of  pain  to  his  shoulder. 


Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

D-5 

**••*•*««**»«*»» 

Fatal  Injury 

Treated  at: 

Lettenman  General  Hospital,  San  Francisco  -  October  17. 1989 

Injury  Description: 


Mrs.  was  transported  from  the  scene  to  Letterman  General  Hospital  In  San 

Francisco,  where  she  was  pronounced  dead.  Reported  cause  of  death  was  multiple 
traumatic  injury.  Coroner  Case  number  1305-89.  There  was  no  autopsy  performed  by 
the  Coroner. 


Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-1  A 

•      •••»•••»¥•  \ 

Severe  Injury 

Treated  at: 

San  Francisco  General  Hospital  -  October  17. 1989 

Injury  Description: 


Ms.  *  *  •  *_  '  reportedly  suffered  a  broken  sternum,  a  compression  fractwe  to  the 
lower  lumbar  spine,  a  cracked  clavicle,  a  lacerated  knee,  and  a  bruised  abdomen  and 
right  leg.  She  was  transfen-ed  to  Pacific  Presbyterian  Hospital  on  October  18, 1989  and 
was  discharged  on  October  24, 1 989. 


Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-3B 

Other  Visible  Injury 

Treated  at: 

Dr.  *     V  *     t'  *jr,  MD.,  Walnut  Cree 

k- October  18,1989 

Injury  Description: 


Ms.  *  •  •  4  related  that  she  suffered  a  fractured  nose  with  swelling  to  both  eyes.  She 
was  treated  by  •  *  *  *  in  Walnut  Creek. 
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Party  No. 


Name 


Injury  Seyerity 


P-3D 


Seyere  Injury 


Treated  at:  Kaiser  Permanente  Hospital.  Oakland  -  Octoberl7.  1989 


Injury  Description: 

Mrs.*  *  •  1  related  that  she  suffered  a  compression  fracture  of  the  L-2  yertelxal  body. 
She  was  admitted  for  treatment  at  the  Oakland  Kaiser  Permanente  Hospital  and 
subsequently  released  on  October  24,  1 989 


Partv  No. 

Name 

Injury  Seyerity 

P-3E 

«««»««**««« 

Other  Visible  Injury 

Treated  at: 

Dr.    »  »  .  . )  DDS.  San  Ramon  -  October  17, 1989 

Injury  Description: 

Mr.»  »  .  ^suffered  the  loss  of  three  teeth,  numbers  23,  24  and  25.  He  was  treated  by  Dr. 

•     ¥     »     •  » 

^  DDS,  in  San  Ramon,  CA. 

Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-3F 

*»•»»»»*»»» 

Complaint  of  Pain 

Treated  at: 

N/A 

Injury  Description: 

Mr  *  .  ,  was  not  treated  at  any  medical  facility.  He  complained  of  pain  from  bumps  and 

bruises. 

Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-3G 

Complaint  of  Pain 

Treated  at: 

•  •  •  "MedicalGroup-October  18, 1989 

Injury  Description: 

Mr.  •  •  '  indicated  that  he  was  treated  on  October  18, 1989,  at  the  *  .  *  •  Medical 

Group,  in  Danville,  CA.  He  related  that  he  suffered  a  bruise  to  the  right  side  of  the  chest 

and  a  fractured  rib. 

Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-31 

«***«««»««« 

Severe  Injury 

Treated  at: 

•  •  •  :  Medical  Group  -  October  18. 1989 

Injury  Description: 

Mr  '  •  'Stated  that  he  was  treated  on  October  18, 1989,  at  the  •  •  •  •  Medical  Group, 
in  Danville,  CA.  He  related  that  he  suffered  a  contusion  to  the  top  of  his  skull  and  a 
hematoma  in  the  left  groin  area. 

'                     ■  ■ —  
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Partv  No. 

Name 

Iniurv  Severity 

P.3J 

ComDiaint  of  Pain 

Treated  at: 

N/A 

Injury  Description: 


Mr.'  .  ,  was  not  treated  at  any  medical  facility.  He  complained  of  back  pain. 


Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-3K 

Severe  Injury 

Treated  at: 

Kaiser  Pemnanente  Hospital,  Oakland  -  October  17, 1989 

Injury  Description: 


Mr.  •  '  '     reportedly  suffered  a  compression  fracture  of  the  L-1  vertebra.  He  was 
transferred  to  John  Muir  Medical  Center  in  Walnut  Creek  on  October  19, 1989,  and  was 
discharged  on  October  20,  1989. 


Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-3L 

Other  Visible  Injury 

Treated  at: 

John  Muir  Medical  Center,  San  Ramon  -  October  18, 1989 

Injury  Description: 


Mr.  •  •  •  Teportedly  suffered  multiple  contusions  and  abrasions.  He  was  treated  and 
released  from  the  John  Muir  Medical  Center  In  San  Ramon  on  October  18, 1989. 


Party  No. 

Name 

Injury  Severity 

P-5A 

Severe  Injury 

Treated  at: 

Lettenman  General  Hospital,  San  Francisco  -  October  17, 1989 

Injury  Description: 


Mr.  '  '  J  '  reportedly  suffered  a  fracture  of  the  left  pelvis,  with  a  laceration,  fractures 
to  both  lower  extremities,  a  contusion  to  the  back  of  his  head,  a  laceration  on  the  right 
side  of  the  chin  and  a  fracture  to  one  lower  tto  on  the  right  side. 
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SEISMIC  DATA 

On  October  17th.  1989,  at  approximately  5:04  pm,  an  earthquake  shook  northern  California.  The 
earthquake  measured  7.1  on  the  Richter  Scale  and  was  located  along  the  San  Andreas  fault  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Mountains,  northeast  of  the  city  of  Sarrta  Cruz.  The  earthquake  was  felt  as  far  away  as  Reno  and  Las 
Vegas,  Nevada  and  Los  Angeles.  California,  and  was  the  largest  magnitude  earthquake  centered  in 
northern  California  since  1906. 

The  epicenter  of  this  earthquake,  called  the  1 989  Loma  Prieta  earthquake,  was  located  approximately  1 0 
miles  northeast  of  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  and  approximately  20.5  miles  south  of  San  Jose,  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Mountains,  near  Loma  Prieta  Mountain.  The  SFOBB  is  located  approximately  62  miles  to  the  north 
of  this  epicenter. 


Figure  -1 
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The  focus  of  the  earthquake,  or  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  was  approximately  1 1 .5  miles,  which  is 
deeper  than  most  earthquakes  occurring  on  the  San  Andreas  fault  zone  in  this  region.  The  duration  of  the 
strong  ground  motion  for  this  earthquake  was  less  than  15  seconds,  in  most  areas  of  interest. 

There  were  several  strong-motion  seismic  recording  stations  located  near  the  SFOBB.  The  results  from  these 
recording  stations  are  given  in  reports  by  the  Department  of  Conservation,  Division  of  Mines  and  Geology,  and 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  United  States  Geological  Survey  (USGS). 

The  California  Strong  Motion  Instrumentation  Program  (GSM IP),  station  58472.  is  located  in  Oakland,  on  the 
outer  Oakland  Wharf,  approximately  0.6  mile  east  of  the  SFOBB.  This  station  measured  peak  ground 
accelerations  of  0.29g  in  the  horizontal  direction  and  0.07g  in  the  vertical  direction.  GSM  IP  station  58177  is 
located  on  the  Treasure  Island  Naval  Base,  approximately  1 .7  miles  west  of  the  collapsed  closure  span,  and 
measured  a  peak  horizontal  acceleration  of  0.16g  and  peak  vertical  acceleration  of  0.02g.  GSM  IP  station 
58163  is  located  on  Yerba  Buena  Island,  approximately  1 .5  miles  west  of  the  collapsed  closure  span,  and 
measured  a  peak  horizontal  acceleration  of  0.06g  and  a  peak  vertical  acceleration  of  0.03g. 

A  USGS  seismic  recording  station  was  located  in  Emeryville,  at  a  30-story  structure  on  Christie  Avenue.  This  is 
approximately  1 .2  miles  northeast  of  the  SFOBB.  The  ground  sensors  at  his  station  registered  peak 
accelerations  of  0.26g  in  the  horizontal  direction  and  0.06  in  the  vertical  direction. 

The  general  location  of  these  recording  stations  is  shown  in  figure  -  2,  below. 


Figure  -  2 
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ENGINEERING  REPORT 


Introduction 

Interstate  80  is  an  east-west  freeway  which  crosses  the  United  States  from  the  George  Washington 
Bridge  in  Richfield  Park.  New  Jersey  to  the  US  1 01  interchange  in  San  Francisco.  In  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  area,  this  facility  provides  access  between  the  East  Bay  communities  and  the  city  of  San  Francisco, 
via  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB).  The  portion  of  1-80  covered  in  this  investigation  is 
located  on  the  SFOBB  at  Tower  E-9,  in  what  is  commonly  called  the  cantilever  section  of  the  bridge.  At 
this  location  1-80  is  a  bi-level  roadway,  with  the  upper  deck  devoted  exclusively  to  westbound  traffic  and 
the  lower  deck  devoted  exclusively  to  eastbound  traffic. 

On  October  17,1989,  at  1704  hours,  the  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake  induced  both  horizorrtal  and  vertical 
forces  in  the  structure  of  the  Bay  Bridge  resulting  in  the  collapse  of  the  50  foot  dosure  spans  at  Tower 
E-9 

Scene  Identification 

The  collapse  occurred  between  Yert)a  Buena  Island  and  the  city  of  Oakland,  at  Post  Mile  0.29.  in 
Alameda  County.  This  section  of  roadway  is  approximately  1 00  lineal  feet  west  of  a  2000  foot  radius, 
curved  section  of  the  bridge,  and  runs  generally  from  the  southwest  to  the  northeast. 

Structure  Description 

The  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  is  approximately  4.44  miles  long  and  crosses  both  the  east  and 
west  bay  via  Yert>a  Buena  Islarxl. 


Figure  -3  Map  of  the  San  Rancisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Crossing 
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Proceeding  eastward  from  the  San  Francisco  Anchorage  at  Beale  Street,  to  the  west  side  of  Verba 
Buena  Island  (the  west  bay  crossing),  the  structure  is  basically  a  10,300  foot  long  cable  suspension 
bridge. 
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Figure  -  4  Profile  diagram  of  the  suspension  portion  of  the  bridge. 


Across  Verba  Buena  Island,  the  structure  consists  of  a  reinforced  concrete  viaduct  and  tunnel.  There  are 
a  series  of  connecting  ramps  which  provide  access  to  and  from  the  island. 
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Rgure  -  5  Plan  view  diagram  of  the  Verba  Buena  Island  crossing 
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Proceeding  eastward  from  Verba  Buena  Island,  to  the  ctty  of  Oakland  (the  east  bay  crossing),  the 
structure's  basic  configuration  includes  three  truss  types.  Rrst  is  a  2,421  foot  long  cantilever  truss, 
followed  by  five  through  trusses  each  measuring  approximately  500  feet  in  length.  These  are  followed 
by  fourteen  deck  trusses  each  measuring  approximately  290  feet  in  length.  The  only  section  of  the  east 
bay  crossing  that  is  not  of  truss  design  are  the  two  50  foot  closure  spans  which  cross  Tower  E-9. 
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Figure  -  6  Profile  diagram  of  the  truss  portion  of  the  bridge 


Tower  E-9  is  the  central  anchor  tower  for  the  through  trusses  to  the  west  and  the  deck  trusses  to  the 
east.  These  trusses  are  rigidly  attached  to  each  side  of  the  tower  which  provides  an  anchorage  to  resist 
longitudinal  movement  in  the  bridge.  The  roadways  from  the  trusses  are  connected  by  what  is  called  a 
closure  span. 


BAY  BRIDGE 
STRUCTLiRE  Ca.LAPSE 


Figure  -  7   Profile  diagram  of  tower  E-9 


CAUFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  ENGINEERING       Page  3 


Roadway  Description 
General  Description 

On  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  1-80  is  a  ten  lane,  double  deck  freeway,  with  five  lanes  of 
travel  in  each  direction.  The  roadway  was  field  measured  and  found  to  have  1 1 .5  foot  wide  travel 
lanes  bordered  by  raised  metal  walkways  and  barrier  railings. 

Roadway  Cross  Slope 

The  roadway  cross  slope  on  the  upper  deck  was  field  mesisured  and  found  to  be  crowned,  at 
approximately  0.5%.  The  peak  of  the  roadway  crown  was  located  at  the  lane  line  between  lanes  2 
and  3. 

The  lower  deck  cross  slope  was  not  field  measured. 
Horizontal  Roadwav  Alignment  | 

,; 

The  horizontal  alignment  of  the  roadway,  for  both  decks,  was  tangent  at  the  point  of  failure. 
Approximately  102  feet  east  of  this  location,  the  roadway  transitioned  into  a  2000  foot  radius  curve. 

Vertical  Roadwav  Alignment 

The  profile  grade,  for  both  decks,  proceeding  eastward,  was  -2.8%. 
Sight  Distance 

The  sight  distance  for  vehicles  traveling  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  was  controlled  by  the  2000 
foot  radius  curve,  with  an  estimated  minimum  value  for  traffic  in  the  #5  lane,  of  600  lineal  feet. 

The  sight  distance  for  vehicles  traveling  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck  was  unrestricted  by  roadway 
curvattre. 

Pavement  Description 

The  pavement  consisted  of  6  inches  of  reinforced  lightweight  Portland  cement  concrete  covered  by 
1 .5  inches  of  asphalt  concrete.  The  condition  of  the  roadway  surfaces  was  good. 

Pavement  markings  for  both  decks  were  similar.  Lane  delineation  consisted  of  groups  of  four 
pavement  markers,  three  Type  A  (White  Non-reflective)  "Botts  Dots"  and  one  Type  C  (Red-Clear 
Reflective)  square  marker,  interspaced  with  9  foot  long,  standard  4  inch  white  lane  lines,  24  foot  on 
center. 

Speed  Limit 

The  speed  limit  on  the  SFOBB,  for  each  direction  of  travel  at  this  kx;ation,  was  posted  at  50  MPH. 
Closure  Spans  at  the  E-9  Tower  /  General  Description 

The  length  (east  to  west)  of  the  upper  and  lower  deck  closure  spans,  at  tower  E-9,  was  approximately  49 
feet.  Their  overall  width  (north  to  south)  was  approximately  63  feet.  The  vertical  distance  from  the 
roadway  surface  of  the  upper  deck  to  the  roadway  surface  of  the  lower  deck,  before  failure,  was 
approximately  27  feet. 


I 
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Closure  Spans  at  the  E-9  Tower  /  Approximate  Post  Earthquake  Location. 

The  upper  structure  had  fallen  and  come  to  rest,  creating  an  eastward  rising  ramp  from  the  lower  deck. 
The  west  end  of  the  upper  deck  came  to  rest  approximately  31  feet  below  its  original  location.  Its  east 
end  was  approximately  3.5  feet  below  its  original  location.  The  west  end  of  the  lower  deck  came  to  rest 
approximately  7.5  feet  below  its  original  position.  Its  east  end  was  pulled  several  inches  to  the  west,  but 
did  not  fall  a  significant  distance  below  its  original  position. 

Failure  Scenario 

The  earthquake  induced  both  horizontal  and  vertical  forces  in  the  trusses  of  the  east  bay  crossing. 
These  forces  caused  the  bolts  connecting  the  deck  truss  sections  to  the  east  side  of  the  E-9  tower  to  fail 
and  permitted  free  movement  across  this  support  point.  Our  inspection  indicated  that  a  minimum  of  ten 
inches  of  movement  occurred,  with  sufficient  force  to  cause  deformation  of  the  roadway  expansion 
assembly  to  the  immediate  east  of  the  tower.  This  movement  resulted  in  a  final,  at  rest,  displacement  of 
the  deck  truss  of  5-1/2  inches  to  the  east,  and  1  inch  to  the  north.  The  two  50  foot  closure  spans  over 
the  tower  were  rigidly  attached  to  the  deck  truss  to  the  east  and  were  free  moving  on  6  Inch  bearing 
seats  which  were  attached  to  the  through  truss  to  the  west.  As  the  trusses  on  the  east  side  of  the  tower 
t)egan  to  move,  the  closure  spans  moved  off  their  bearing  seats  on  the  west  side,  and  fell.  Our 
inspection  indicates  that  both  closure  spans  fell  at,  or  about,  the  same  time,  with  the  upper  span 
impacting  the  lower  span  after  it  came  to  rest.  When  the  ctosure  spans  dropped,  they  remained 
connected  to  the  east  deck  truss  and  hinged  downward,  exposing  the  east  supporting  transverse  floor 
beams.  The  final  resting  position  of  the  partially  collapsed  upp&  roadway  span  created  an  eastward 
rising  ramp  leading  directly  to  the  face  of  the  exposed  transverse  beam. 

Traffic  Volumes 

The  Annual  Average  Daily  Traffic  Volume  on  the  Bay  Bridge,  at  the  San  Francisco/Alameda  County  Line, 
is  240,000  vehicles  per  day.  The  peak  hourly  volume  is  21 ,600  vehicles  per  hour.  These  are  total 
volumes  in  both  directions  of  travel  for  1988.  as  shown  in  the  Caltrans  "1988  Traffic  Volumes  on 
California  Highways"  booklet. 

The  following  traffic  counts  for  Tuesday.  April  25, 1989,  were  taken  from  the  Traffic  Survey  Series  MA- 
71 ,  Bay  Bridge,  provided  by  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission. 


Time  Period 

Westbound 

Eastbound 

1600-1630 

3667 

4551 

1630-1700 

3806 

4569 

1700-1730 

3977 

4329 

1730-1800 

3687 

4250 

The  following  westbound  traffic  counts  for  Tuesday,  October  10, 1989,  were  provided  by  Caltrans 
Headquarters,  Division  of  Traffic. 


Time  Period 

15  Minute  Counts 

Hour  Count 

15 

30 

45 

60 

1600 

1677 

1775 

1971 

1903 

7326 

1700 

1799 

1906 

1899 

1949 

7553 

1800 

2019 

2039 

1998 

2144 

8200 
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Traffic  Density  Estimates 

Based  on  information  provided  by  the  Highway  Operations  Branch  of  District  4,  Caltrans.  in  San 
Francisco,  the  approximate  vehicle  density,  in  both  directions  of  travel,  for  a  typical  Tuesday  evening  in 
October  at  1700  hours  is  approximately  42  vehicles  per  mile  per  lane. 

Based  on  an  evaluation  of  driver,  passenger  and  witness  statements,  it  is  estimated  that  traffic  density, 
for  both  the  eastbound  and  westbound  directions  of  travel,  on  the  SFOBB  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake 
was  approximately  30  vehicles  per  mile  per  lane. 

The  average  vehicle  occupancy  rate  on  the  SFOBB  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake  is  estimated  to  be 
approximately  1 .25  people  per  vehicle. 

There  are  5  traffic  lanes  in  each  direction  of  travel  on  the  SFOBB.  The  total  length  of  the  bridge  is 
approximately  4.44  miles.  The  length  of  the  east  bay  crossing  (truss  section),  to  the  east  of  YBI,  is 
approximately  1 .7  miles  in  length.  The  length  of  the  closure  spans  is  approximately  50  feet  (.0095 
miles). 

The  following  density  calculations  are  based  on  the  information  provided  above. 


CATEGORY 

Typical 
Traffic  Flow 

Earthquake 
Traffic  Flow 

Difference 

Density  (vehicles  per  mile  per  lane) 

42 

30 

-12 

Number  of  Lanes  (both  decks) 

10 

10 

n/a 

Estimated  No.  of  Vehicles  per  mile 

420 

300 

-120 

Total  Length  of  the  Bridge  (miles)  -Approx. 

4.44 

4.44 

n/a 

Estimated  No.  of  Vehicles  on  the  Bridge 

1865 

1332 

-533 

Vehicle  Occupancy  Rate  (people  per  vehicle) 

1.25 

1.25 

n/a 

Estimated  No.  of  People  on  the  Bridge 

2331 

1665 

-666 

Length  of  East  Bay  Crossing  (miles)  -  Approx. 

1.7 

1.7 

n/a 

Estimated  No.  of  Vehicles  on  East  Bay  Crossing 

714 

510 

-204 

Estimated  No.  of  People  on  East  Bay  Crossing 

893 

638 

-255 

Length  of  Closure  Spans  (miles) 

.0095 

.0095 

n/a 

Estimated  No.  of  Vehicles  on  Closure  Spans 

4 

3  * 

- 1 

Estimated  No.  of  People  on  Closure  Spans 

5 

1  7** 

+  12 

Actual  number  of  vehicles  on  the  closure  spans  at  the  time  of  collapse. 
*  *  Actual  number  of  people  on  the  closure  spans  at  the  time  of  collapse. 


Number  of  Persons  at  Risk  -  Entire  Structure 

Based  on  the  above  catoulations,  there  would  have  been  approximately  1665  people  on  the  bridge,  and 
at  risk,  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake.  It  is  estimated  that  this  is  approximately  666  fewer  people  than 
woukj  normally  have  been  at  risk  given  typical  traffic  conditions. 

Number  of  Persons  at  Risk  -  East  Bav  Crossing  fTruss  Section) 

Based  on  the  above  calculations,  there  would  have  been  approximately  638  people  on  the  East  Bay 
Crossing,  and  at  risk,  at  the  tone  of  the  earthquake.  It  is  estimated  that  this  is  approximately  255  fewer 
people  than  woukJ  normally  have  been  at  risk  given  typical  traffic  conditions. 
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Number  of  Persons  at  Risk  -  Closure  Spans 

Base  of  the  above  calculations,  It  is  estimated  tfiat  there  should  have  been  approximately  four  vehicles, 
with  a  total  of  five  occupants,  on  the  closure  spans  on  a  typical  Tuesday  in  October  at  1700  hours.  In 
actuality,  there  were  a  total  of  three  vehicles,  with  17  occupants,  on  the  closure  spans  at  the  time  of  their 
collapse.  This  is  one  less  vehicle  at  risk  than  normally  would  have  been  expected.  However,  because 
one  of  the  vehicles  on  the  spans  at  the  time  of  collapse  was  a  commuter  van,  with  13  people  on  board, 
and  each  of  the  other  vehicles  on  the  spans  had  two  occupants,  there  were  actually  12  more  people  at 
risk  than  would  normally  have  been  expected  given  typical  vehicle  occupancy  rates  and  traffic 
conditions. 

Traffic  Accident  and  CHP  Dispatch  Records  Search 

The  accident  records  and  radio  dispatch  logs  for  the  Oakland  and  San  Francisco  communications 
centers  were  examined  for  incidents  occun-ing  on  October  17,  1989,  that  may  have  contributed  to  the 
lighter  than  normal  traffic  experienced  on  the  SFOBB  and  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake.  There  were  no  accidents,  hazardous  materials  spills,  or  other  traffic  hazards  reported,  that 
would  have  had  an  impact  on  the  traffic  flow  on  the  SFOBB,  or  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct,  at  the  tffne 
the  earthquake  struck. 
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PROFILE  DIAGRAM 
OF  THE 
E-9  TOWER 
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DRAWN  BY   Officer  Jim  Goodma 
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PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  DESCRIPTION 
Introduction 

The  removed  bridge  sections  were  examined  for  physical  evidence  on  November  4,  1989,  at  Smith- 
Rice.  2199  Clemente,  Alameda,  CA.  This  examination  was  conducted  by  members  of  the  Central 
Division  MAIT  team. 

A  MAIT  Station  Line  was  established  along  the  east  end  of  the  removed  section  of  the  upper  deck 
(westbound  lanes).  Station  0+00  was  established  at  the  south  pavement  edge  of  the  westbound  #1 
lane  of  the  deck.  The  station  line  was  marked  off  with  increasing  increments  to  the  north  and  all 
measurements  were  taken  either  west  or  east  (Left  or  Right)  of  the  station  line.  Item  numbers  on  the 
Physical  Evidence  Diagram  correspond  to  the  Item  numbers  in  this  section. 


Location  and  Description 

Item 

Description 

Station 

Offset 

#1 

Saape  mark  with  red  pairrt 

0+06.3 

3.9  ft. 

Left 

transfers  noted  to  the  west 

0+06.9 

3.9  ft. 

Left 

rtf  tho  morl/   1  ft  foot  tn  r\  R 

feet  wide 

oouge  maiK,  u.  i  leei  wiue  ana 

U+U/ .O 

Q  9  ff 

1  aft 

Len 

0.03  feet  in  depth 

0+07.7 

5.1  ft. 

Left 

#3 

Scrape  mark,  0.03  feet  wide 

u+UD.yo 

4.yo  n. 

1  oft 

Len 

U+U/ 

4.0  Tl. 

1  aft 

Len 

#4 

Chop  mark,  0.1  feet  wide  and 

0+07.85 

5.15  ft. 

Left 

0.02  feet  in  depth,  scrape  area 

U+UO.  /  o 

1  ft 

0.1  0  u. 

1  aft 

Len 

connected 

U+Uo.4 

A  Ct  t* 

4.D  u. 

1  Aft 

Len 

0+08.75 

4.6  ft. 

Left 

#5 

Chop  mark  which  turns  into  a 

0+08.2 

3.0  ft. 

Left 

scrape,  0.2  to  0.01  feet  wide 

0+08.2 

4.4  ft. 

Left 

#6 

Gouge  mark,  0.1  feet  wide 

0+08.4 

2.8  ft. 

Left 

0+08.4 

3.7  ft. 

Left 

#7 

Gouge  mark,  0.05  feet  wide 

0+08.6 

3.3  ft. 

Left 

0+08.6 

4.3  ft. 

Left 

#8 

Gouge  mark,  0.05  feet  wide 

0+08.9 

3.65  ft. 

Left 

and  0.01  to  0.03  feet  in  depth 

0+09.5 

5.15  ft. 

Left 

#9 

Scrape  mark,  0.1  to  0.15  feet 

0+08.8 

5.65  ft. 

Left 

wide 

0+08.9 

3.7  ft. 

Left 

0+08.7 

1.4  ft. 

Left 

#10 

Scrape  mark,  0.01  to  0.1  feet 

0+09.05 

2.8  ft. 

Left 

wide 

0+09.05 

3.55  ft. 

Left 

J 
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Description 

Station 

Offset 

#11 

Small  scrape  mark 

0+08.35 

2.15  ft. 

Left 

0+08.3 

1.85  ft. 

Left 

#12 

Blue  and  yellow  paint  transfers. 

0+09.55 

4.2  ft. 

Left 

o.o  feet  by  0.3  feet 

0+09.55 

4.5  ft. 

Left 

#13 

Red  paint  transfers,  0.1  feet 

0+09.0 

4.95  ft. 

Left 

wide 

0+09.6 

4.9  ft. 

Left 

#14 

Blue  paint  transfers  to  metal 

0+09.7 

3.15  ft. 

Left 

scrape,  0.1  feet  wide 

0+09.7 

0.6  ft. 

Left 

#15 

Three  round  imprints,  0.03  feet 

0+09.2 

4.75  ft. 

Left 

in  diameter 

0+09.7 

4.75  ft. 

Left 

0+10.35 

4.8  ft. 

Left 

#16 

Scrape  mark,  0.1 5  feet  wide 

0+10.0 

3.9  ft. 

Left 

0+10.0 

4.3  ft. 

Left 

#17 

Scrape  mark,  0.05  feet  wide 

0+10.5 

4.35  ft. 

Left 

0+10.5 

3.0  ft. 

Left 

#18 

Small  gouge  mark 

0+10.6 

4.5  ft. 

Left 

0+10.6 

4.1  ft. 

Left 

#19 

Scrape  mark  witfi  red  paint 

0+10.7 

3.9  ft. 

Left 

transfers 

0+10.7 

3.4  ft. 

Left 

#20 

Scrape  mark  with  red  paint 

0+10.85 

2.9  ft. 

Left 

transfers,  0.15  to  0.01  feet 

0+10.85 

0.1  ft. 

Left 

wide 

WEATHER 

The  following  Weather  conditions  for  the  17th  of  Octot)er  were  provided  by  the  National  Weather 
Service. 


Time: 

San  Francisco  International  Airport 
1750  hours 

Oakland  International  Airport 
1745  hours 

Temperature  (R: 

73  Degrees  Fahrenheit 

79  Degrees  Fahrenheit 

Dew  Doint: 

45 

53 

Wind: 

13  Knots  from  the  N/W 

11  Knots  from  the  N/W 

Visibility: 

8  miles 

11  miles 

Barometric  Pressure: 

29.97  millibars 

29.97  millibars 

I 
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VEHICLE  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  -  VEHICLE  #1 

Vehicle  #1,  a  1984  Mazda  626  4dr.  license  number  «  *  «  «    gray  in  color,  was  inspected  on  November 
6. 1989  at  approximately  1015  hours  by  Investigator  G.  Morrill.  The  examination  was  conducted  at:  Co  -  Parts  Inc. 
Insurance  Pool,  282  5th  Street,  Vailejo,  CA  94590 


OVERVIEW: 

The  vehicle  sustained  total  damage  as  the  result  of  a  frontal  rnpact.  There  was  direct  contact  damage  to  the 
entire  front  end,  with  the  force  line  being  from  the  front  toward  the  rear  of  the  vehicle.  The  entire  front  of  the 
vehicle  was  pushed  upward  and  rearward.  There  was  also  direct  contact  damage  across  the  roof  from  the  left  to 
right  side,  with  the  primary  force  line  being  downward  from  the  top  of  the  vehicle  toward  the  ground.  There  was 
direct  contact  damage  to  the  undercarriage  and  body  pan  directly  beneath  the  front  floor,  with  the  primary  force 
line  being  directed  from  the  bottom  toward  the  top  of  the  vehicle.  Specific  areas  of  damage  are  outlined  as 
follows: 

FRONT: 

The  front  of  the  left  front  fender  had  contact  damage.  This  fender  was  pushed  rearward  and  displayed  induced 
damage  above  the  left  front  tire.  The  left  front  bumper  had  contact  damage.  There  were  longitudinal  scrapes 
along  the  bottom  of  the  front  bumper.  There  was  contact  damage,  with  scrape  marks,  on  the  front  edge  of  the 
hood.  The  front  grille  and  left  headlights  were  crushed.  The  right  headlights  were  intact.  The  air  dam,  under  the 
front  bumper,  was  crushed  rearward.  The  left  front  fender  was  noted  to  have  induced  damage.  The  windshield 
had  stress  fractures,  with  no  evidence  of  contact  damage. 

RIGHT: 

The  side  of  the  right  front  fender  had  contact  damage  located  between  the  firewall  and  the  right  front  wheel  well. 
The  right  front  door  had  contact  damage  at  its  bottom  edge.  There  was  also  Induced  damage  noted  to  both  the 
right  front  fender  and  right  front  door.  The  rocker  panel,  under  the  right  front  door,  had  contact  damage  with  the 
primary  direction  of  force  being  in  an  upward  direction.  The  right  rear  door  had  contact  damage,  with  scrapes  on 
the  front,  just  above  the  rocker  panel,  at  the  top  of  the  window  frame,  above  the  window  near  the  rear  of  the 
window  frame,  and  scrapes  near  the  door  latch.  The  right  side  C  pillar  post  had  contact  damage  and  scrapes. 
The  right  rear  fender  well  flair,  below  the  right  resir  door  latch,  had  contact  damaige  and  scrapes.  The  right  rear 
quarter  panel  had  damage  above  the  right  rear  tire. 

REAR; 

The  right  taillight  lens  had  a  two  inch  long  piece  missing  from  its  outside  corner. 
LEEQ 

There  were  scrape  marks  and  damage  to  the  front  of  the  left  front  door  and  the  rear  of  the  left  front  fender.  The 
window  in  the  left  front  door  was  broken.  The  carrier  for  this  window  was  in  the  down  position.  The  left  front  door 
sustained  contact  and  induced  damage  and  would  not  open.  The  rocker  panel,  t)elow  the  left  front  door, 
sustained  contact  damage.  There  was  contact  damage  on  the  side  of  the  left  rear  door  and  on  the  bottom  of  the 
window.  The  window  in  the  left  rear  door  was  broken,  with  some  glass  fragments  found  within  the  top  portion  of 
the  window  channel.  There  were  dents  and  scratches  on  the  rocker  panel  in  front  of  the  left  rear  tire,  below  the 
left  rear  door,  up  the  door,  and  on  the  C  pillar  post.  There  was  induced  damage  to  the  left  rear  quarter  panel  and 
C  pillar  post. 

RQQF: 

There  was  contact  damage  across  the  roof,  from  left  to  right,  at  an  angle  between  the  left  and  right  rear  doors. 
The  sunroof  was  partially  open. 
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UNDERSIDE: 

There  was  contact  damage  noted  across  the  underside  of  the  vehicle.  This  damage  extended  from  left  to  right, 
rearward  from  the  A  pillar  posts. 

INTERIOR: 

The  front  floorboard  was  pushed  upward  in  front  of,  and  at,  the  front  seat  mounts.  The  front  seats  were  raised  in 
the  front,  with  their  backs  leaning  backward.  The  radiator  was  crushed  rearward  into  the  engine  compartment 
and  the  battery  was  ruptured.  The  brake  master  cylinder  reservoir  and  the  fuel  fitter  were  both  full  of  liquid. 

TIRES  AND  WHEELS: 

There  was  only  one  hub  cap  on  the  vehicle,  this  being  located  on  the  left  front  wheel.  There  was  no  visible 
damage  to  any  of  the  tires  or  wheels.  All  tires  on  vehicle  #1  were  Toyo,  All  Season  Radial  732  Tubeless, 
P189/70R14,  and  were  inflated.  All  tires  also  had  adequate  tread  depth.  The  spare  tire  was  in  the  trunk,  in  Its 
rack,  and  was  inflated. 


VEHICLE  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  ■  VEHICLE  #2 


Vehicle  #2,  a  1985  Honda  Interceptor  Motorcycle,  license  number*  *  *     red,  white  and  blue  in 
color,  was  not  inspected  by  the  CHP.  The  following  damage  description  is  based  on  the  statements  of  Driver 
numt>er  2,  ******  * 


Vehicle  #2  reportedly  sustained  minor  contact  damage  to  its  left  side.  This  damage  consisted  of  scrapes  and 
scratches  to  its  left  side  handlebar  and  footpeg.  There  was  reportedly  a  dent  on  the  left  side  of  the  gas  tank. 


VEHICLE  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  -  VEHICLE  #3 

Vehicle  #3,  a  1986  Dodge  Ram  Wagon  Van,  license  number  *  *  *  «i,  silver  in  color,  was  inspected  on 
November  15,1989.  The  inspection  was  conducted  by  Investigator  J.  West  at  Golden  West  Coach,  12456 
Lambert  Road,  Whittier,  California. 


OVERVIEW: 

Vehicle  #3  sustained  major  damage  to  the  rear  portion,  with  a  principle  direction  of  force  (PDOF)  from  front  to 
rear  and  from  top  to  bottom.  The  vehicle  also  sustained  additional  minor  damage  to  its  tower  frontal  area. 

FRONT: 

Gouges  and  scrapes  were  found  along  the  bottom  of  the  bumper.  The  bumper  was  forced  upward  slightly  from 
Its  original  position.  This  caused  buckling  in  the  adjoining  body  parts  of  the  vehicle,  at  both  ends,  just  below  the 
lamps. 

RIGHT: 

The  window  tocated  behind  the  E  pillar  post  was  missing.  The  rain  gutter,  from  the  E  pillar  post  rearward,  was 
gouged  and  crushed  inward  slightly.  The  area  along  the  roof  line,  t)eginning  approximately  1 .2  feet  rearward  of 
the  E  pillar  post,  was  torn  and  aushed  downward  exposing  the  vehicle's  interior.  The  F  pillar  post  (rear  corner) 
was  ripped  apart  at  the  top  where  it  was  attached  to  the  roof.  The  post  was  forced  down  and  to  the  left 
approximately  two  feet  from  its  original  position.  The  bottom  portion  of  the  F  pillar  was  also  tom.  but  still  attached.  1 
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REAR: 

The  right  side  door  window  frame,  including  the  surrounding  jamb,  was  forced  downward  and  to  the  left.  The 
window  glass  for  this  door  was  missing.  Both  doors  were  buckled  throughout,  preventing  them  from  functioning 
as  designed.  There  was  a  0.3  foot  gap  between  the  door  and  the  jamb  along  its  upper  portion.  The  left  taillamp 
assembly  was  torn  from  its  original  position  and  was  twisted  rearward  and  to  the  right.  The  lens  was  missing, 
exposing  a  socket  and  one  lamp.  This  taillamp  was  no  longer  operational.  The  entire  bumper  was  forced  slightly 
upward  from  the  bottom. 

LEEE: 

There  was  a  hole  approximately  0.4  foot  by  0.7  foot  torn  in  the  body  sheet  metal  at  the  rear  comer  area,  just 
forward  of  the  taillamp  assembly.  Scrape  marks  were  found  on  the  glass  beginning  approximately  1 .4  feet 
forward  of  the  E  pillar  post.  These  scrapes  and  scratches  were  also  located  along  the  roof  line  down  to 
approximately  2.9  feet  above  ground  level.  The  body  sheet  metal  was  crushed  inward  beginning  at  the  E  pillar 
post.  This  crush  progressed  deeper  into  the  vehicle  at  the  rear.  The  window  over  this  damage  was  missing. 

RQQF: 

Scrapes  and  gouges  were  found  at  the  right  rear  area  beginning  1 .2  feet  forward  of  the  trailing  edge.  The  body 
sheet  metal  in  this  area  was  forced  downward  from  its  original  position.  The  roof  was  separated  from  the  lower 
body  metal,  at  the  seams,  along  most  of  the  rear.  There  was  a  center  mounted  exterior  lamp,  possibly  a 
supplemental  stop  lamp,  that  was  crushed  with  all  but  the  base  missing. 

INTERIOR: 

The  plastic  molding  at  both  rear  corner  areas  was  cracked  and/or  gouged.  Some  of  the  roof  lining  and  plastic 
molding  was  separated  and  hanging  down.  All  of  the  seats  remained  secure  within  their  floor  mounts  and 
appeared  undamaged.  The  two  front  "Captain's  chairs"  were  equipped  with  Type  2  restraint  systems.  All  the 
remaining  seats  were  equipped  with  Type  1  restraints,  which  included  a  total  of  four  belts  for  the  rear  bench  seat. 


J. 
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VEHICLE  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  -  VEHICLE  #4 

Vehicle  #4,  a  1988  Pontlac  LeMans,  2dr  Coupe,  license  number*  *  *  *  ,  red  in  color,  was  inspected 
on  November  6, 1989.  The  inspection  was  conducted  at  South  Bay  Salvage  Pool,  615  Trade  Zone  Boulevard, 
Milipltas,  California.  The  inspection  was  conducted  by  Investigators  George  Morrill  and  Dennis  Turner. 


OVERVIEW: 

Vehicle  #4  sustained  total  damage  as  a  result  of  an  undercarriage  impact.  There  were  scratches  on  the  front 
bumper  and  the  air  dam  below  the  front  bumper.  The  left  front  bumper  support  bracket  was  broken  and  the  left 
front  headlight  assembly  was  pushed  rearward.  There  were  numerous  longitudinal  scrapes  and  gouges  on  the 
undercarriage,  frame  and  oil  pan.  The  direction  of  these  scrapes  and  gouges  are  from  the  rear  toward  the  front. 
The  right  front  wheel  assembly  was  broken  and  hanging  loose.  There  were,  what  appeared  to  be,  pry  bar  marks 
to  the  center  of  the  hood,  at  the  hood  latch.  The  incoming  fuel  line  was  wrapped  around  the  right  front 
windshield  wiper  arm.  Most  of  the  damage  to  vehicle  #4  appeared  to  be  associated  with  the  recovery  of  the 
vehicle  from  the  SFOBB. 

FRONT: 

There  were  vertical  scratches  on  the  front  bumper,  license  plate,  and  the  air  dam  below  it.  The  left  headlight 
assembly  was  pushed  rearward  approximately  one  inch  at  the  lower  left  comer.  The  front  bumper  sagged 
downward  approximately  2.5  inches  at  the  left  corner  and  left  side  of  the  vehicle.  The  left  front  bumper 
attachment  was  broken.  There  were  numerous  pry  bar  marks  on  the  center  of  the  engine  compartment,  at  the 
hood  latch. 

RIGHT: 

The  aluminum  hub  cap  on  the  right  front  wheel  had  scratches  to  its  entire  surface  and  a  small  tear  In  its  outside 
edge.  The  right  front  wheel  had  an  axial  collapse  on  the  inboard  flange  at  t)oth  the  2  o'clock  and  3:1 5  o'clock 
positions  with  radial  scrapes  between  these  two  points.  The  right  front  wheel  knuckle  assembly  was  broken, 
allowing  that  wheel  assembly  to  hang  down  and  swivel  freely.  There  was  a  laceration  through  the  carcass  of  the 
inboard  sidewall  of  the  right  front  tire,  at  the  3:15  o'ckx^  position,  one  inch  from  the  bead.  This  laceration  was 
radial,  with  cleanly  severed  corcte.  There  was  another  laceration  through  the  carcass  of  the  outboard  sidewall  of 
the  right  front  tire,  at  the  8:45  o'clock  position,  3.5  inches  from  the  bead.  This  laceration  was  3  inches  long,  with 
cleanly  severed  cords. 

UNDERSIDE: 

There  were  numerous  longitudinal  scrapes  on  the  undercarriage,  frame,  and  oil  pan.  The  bottom  of  the  spare 
tire  well  was  dented  and  the  rear  axle  cross  strut  was  bent  back  toward  the  rear  of  the  vehicle. 

INTERIOR: 

There  was  an  opening  in  the  vehicle  console  were  a  radio  appeared  to  have  been  mounted.  There  were  also 
two  holes  in  the  rear  deck  where  two  speeikers  may  have  been.  The  brake  master  cylinder  reservoir  was  full  of 
fluid. 

TIRES: 

All  four  tires  on  the  vehicle  were  General  Radial,  A-S  P175/70R13  M&S,  DOT  number  CX03NK297.  All  tires 
had  adequate  tread  depth.  All  but  the  right  front  tire  was  inflated  to  approximately  32  psi.  The  right  front  tire 
was  lacerated  and  totally  deflated. 
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VEHICLE  DAMAGE  DESCRIPTION  -  VEHICLE  #5 

I      Vehicle  #5.  a  1980  Mercury  Zephyr,  license  number  »  .  .  »,  reddish  brown  in  color,  was  Inspected 

on  November  5,  1989.  The  inspection  was  conducted  at  Alameda  County  Towing,  2919  Seventh  Street, 

Berkeley,  California.  The  inspection  was  conducted  by  Investigators  Bill  Esmay,  Harold  Haupt  and  George  Morrill. 
1|    I  1 

OVERVIEW: 

Vehicle  #5  sustained  total  damage  as  a  result  of  a  frontal  impact.  There  was  direct  contact  damage  to  the  entire 
!  j      front  end,  with  the  force  line  t>eing  from  the  front  toward  the  rear  of  the  vehicle.  The  entire  front  of  the  vehicle 
s '      was  pushed  upward  and  rearward.  The  hood  was  buckled  upward  in  the  center  and  there  was  Induced  buckling 

across  the  roof  line.  Specific  areas  of  damage  are  described  as  follows. 

FRONT: 

The  front  section,  from  the  firewall  forward,  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  vehicle  at  the  time  of  the 
Inspection.  The  front  section  consisted  of  the  front  bumper,  sub  frame,  steering  assembly,  front  suspension, 
front  tires  and  wheels,  and  the  right  front  fender.  The  separation  of  the  sub  frame  occun-ed  just  rear  of  the  front 
suspension.  The  front  bumper  was  pushed  upward  and  to  the  rear.  There  were  numerous  vertical  scrapes  and 
gouges  in  both  the  front  bumper  and  the  license  plate  mounted  on  Its  left  side.  The  steering  system  mounting 
bolts,  on  the  cross  memt)er,  were  scraped  and  particles  of  asphalt  concrete  were  present  in  those  scrapes.  The 
cross  member,  between  the  two  bolts  for  the  steering  system,  was  scraped.  The  windshield  was  shattered  and 
loose  from  the  roof  and  A  pillar  posts. 

RIGKT 

The  right  front  fender  had  contact  damage  to  its  front  and  Induced  damage  to  Its  side.  The  right  A  pillar  post  was 
pulled  outward  at  midpoint  t)etween  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  windshield.  The  right  front  door  was  bent 
outward  and  had  induced  damage.  There  were  pry  marks  on  this  door  and  its  window  frame  had  been  cut. 
There  was  minor  contact  damage,  with  heavy  rust,  on  the  rear  corner  of  the  right  rear  fender. 

REAR: 

il 

1       There  were  pry  marks  on  the  trunk  and  the  trunk  kx;k  Weis  punched  out. 
LEFT; 

The  left  front  fender  had  induced  damage,  which  buckled  the  fender  to  the  left  and  rearward.  The  A  pillar  post 
was  pulled  outward  at  midpoint  between  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  windshield.  The  left  front  door  had  pry  bar 
marks  and  the  window  frame  had  been  cut.  The  B  pillar  post  also  had  pry  bar  marks  adjacent  to  those  found  on 
the  left  front  door.  There  was  minor  damage  created  to  the  left  side  of  the  vehicle  during  the  inspection. 

ROOF: 

The  roof  was  buckled  downward  as  a  result  of  Induced  forces  associated  with  impact. 
INTERIOR: 

The  interior  rearvlew  mirror  was  broken  toose  from  its  windshield  mount  and  had  dried  blood  and  hair  on  Its  right 
side.  The  top  of  the  steering  wheel  was  collapsed.  The  right  side  of  the  dashboard  had  contact  damage  under 
the  glove  box  door.  The  left  and  right  front  seat  restraint  systems  were  Type  II.  The  left  front  seatbelt  displayed 
no  indication  of  stretching  or  other  damage  associated  with  usage.  The  right  front  seatbelt  was  found  twisted  In 
the  interior  belt  guide  of  the  male  connector  and  the  guide  was  at  an  angle.  The  belt  fabric  displayed  waves  from 
apparent  stretching.  Indicative  of  usage  during  impact. 
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ROLL  NUMBER  1 


FimType 

Camera 

Photog-apher 

Date  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kcxlak400ASA  Cotor 

Ricoh  f=F90D 

Sgt.  K.  Kelly  #6516 

10-19-89 

13 

Exposue  No.  Sibisct  of  Photocraph 

1 .  CALTRANS  tow  truck  removing  vehicle  number  4,  Pontiac,  from  bridge  span. 

2.  Same  as  above. 

3.  Same  as  above. 

4.  Same  as  above. 

5.  Same  as  above. 

6.  Vehicle  #  1 ,  Mazda,  at  point  of  rest  on  bridge. 

7.  Vehicle  #  4,  Pontiacon  bridge  after  being  removed  from  span. 

8.  Lt.  Governor  Leo  Mc  Carthy  on  lower  deck  with  fallen  span  and  Vehicle  #1  and 
#4  in  the  background. 

9.  Lt.  Governor  Leo  Mc  Carthy  on  lower  deck  with  fallen  span  and  Vehicle  #4, 
Pontiac,  in  the  foreground. 

10.  Same  as  above. 

11.  Lt.  Governor  Leo  Mc  Carthy  inspecting  bridge  damage. 

12.  Same  as  above. 

1 3.  Crane  used  to  remove  damaged  bridge  span. 


ROLL  NUMBER  2 


F=imType 

Camera 

Photog-apher 

Date  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kodak 400ASA  Cotor 

Ricoh  FF90D 

Off.D.  Gappa  #4858 

10-1&^ 

9 

E)^ure  No.  Sti^ject  of  Photograph 

1 .  Upper  deck  looking  east  toward  the  damaged  span  . 

2.  Upper  deck  west  side,  looking  down  toward  tower  deck  and  point  of  rest  of  V-1 , 
Mazda. 

3.  Upper  deck  looking  east  toward  the  damaged  span  . 

4.  Upper  deck  looking  east  toward  the  damaged  span  . 

5.  Upper  deck,  west  side,  looking  south  at  damaged  span. 

6.  Upper  deck,  west  side,  looking  down  at  north  edge  of  collapsed  span. 

7.  Upper  deck,  west  side,  looking  down  at  the  collapsed  span  and  point  of  rest  of 
V-1,  Mazda. 

8.  Same  as  above. 

9.  Lower  deck  looking  west  toward  the  collapsed  span  and  point  of  rest  of  V-1 , 
Mazda. 
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ROLL  NUMBER  3 


FimType 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

f^.  Exposures 

Kodak  100  ASA  Color 

Olympus  OM-2 

Off.  G.  Morrai  #  7097 

11-06-89 

24 

Twenty-four  (24)  exposures  of  vehicle  numl)er  1 ,  Mazda,  taken  on  November  6, 1989,  at  Co-Parts  Auto 
Storage  Facility,  282  5th  Street,  Vallejo,  California.  These  photographs  depict  the  external  contact  and 
induced  damage  sustained  by  vehicle  number  1  as  a  consequence  of  impact  with  the  collapsed  bridge 
span  and  subsequent  extrication  from  the  bridge. 

ROLL  NUMBER  4 


FimType 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kodak  100  ASA  Color 

Olympus  OM-2 

Off.G.  Morrill  #7097 

11-06^ 

22 

Twenty-two  (22)  exposures  of  vehicle  number  1 ,  Mazda,  taken  on  November  6, 1989,  at  Co-Parts  Auto 
Storage  Facility,  282  5th  Street,  Vallejo,  California.  These  photographs  show  closeup  detail  of  the 
external  contact  and  induced  damage  sustained  by  vehicle  number  1  as  a  consequence  of  impact  with  the 
collapsed  bridge  span  and  subsequent  extrication  from  the  bridge.  These  photographs  also  depict  the 
damage  to  the  engine  compartment,  front  undercarriage  and  interior  of  vehicle  number  1 . 


ROLL  NUMBER  5 


FimType 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.Expo6ifes 

Kodak  100  ASA  Color 

Oympus  OM-2 

Off. G.Morrill  #7097 

11-06-89 

12 

Twelve  (12)  exposures  of  vehicle  number  1 ,  Mazda,  taken  on  November  6, 1989.  at  Co-Parts  Auto 
Storage  Facility,  282  5th  Street,  Vallejo,  California.  These  photographs  show  closeup  detail  of  the 
external  contact  and  induced  damage  sustained  by  vehicle  number  1  as  a  consequence  of  impact  with  the 
collapsed  bridge  span  and  subsequent  extrication  from  the  bridge.  These  photographs  also  depict  the 
damage  to  the  engine  compartment  of  vehicle  number  1 . 


ROLL  NUMBER  6 


Fin  Type 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.Exposives 

Kodak  100  ASA  Color 

Cannon  Sure  Shot 

Off.G. Morrill  #7097 

11-06-89 

24 

Twenty  four  (24)  exposures  of  vehicle  number  4,  Pontiac  Lemans,  taken  on  Noveml)er  6, 1989,  at  South 
Bay  Salvage  Pool,  615  Trade  Zone  Boulevard,  Milipitas,  California.  These  photographs  show  closeup 
detail  of  the  undercarriage  and  front  end  damage  sustained  by  vehicle  number  4.  They  also  show  dose 
detail  to  the  tires  of  vehicle  number  4.  There  were  also  photos  showing  an  overall  view  of  the  front,  rear, 
right  side  and  instrument  panel  of  the  vehicle. 
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ROLL  NUMBER  7 


FtnType 

Camera 

Photog-apher 

Dale  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kodak  100  ASA  CoJor 

Cannon  Sure  Shot 

Off.  G.  Morrill  #  7097 

11-06-89 

14 

Fourteen  (14)  exposures  of  vehicle  number  4.  Pontiac  Lemans.  taken  on  November  6,  1989,  at  South 
1  Bay  Salvage  Pool,  615  Trade  Zone  Boulevard,  Milipltas,  California.  These  photographs  depict  close  up 
detail  of  the  undercarriage  damage  to  vehicle  number  4.  The  photographs  also  show  vehicle  number  4  on 
the  fork  lift  used  to  inspect  the  undercarriage  of  the  vehicle.  One  photograph  shows  a  vehicle  crushed  by 
the  collapse  of  a  building  in  San  Francisco,  and  is  unrelated  to  this  investigation. 


ROLL  NUMBER  8 


FimType 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kodak  100  ASA  Cotor 

OfympusOM-a 

Off.  B.  Esmay  #7905 

11-07-89 

11 

Eleven  (11)  exposures  taken  of  the  deck  sections  removed  from  the  SFOBB.  The  photographs  were 
taken  at  Smith  Rice,  2199  Clemente,  Alameda,  California.  These  photographs  show  ground  scars,  which 
include  gouges,  grooves,  scrapes  and  scratches  found  on  the  deck  sections. 


ROLL  NUMBER  9 


Fin  Type 

CJamera 

Ptiotogp'apher 

Date  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kodak  400  ASA  Cokx 

Nkon  Nkkormat 

Off.  J.  West  #9849 

11-21-89 

20 

Twenty  (20)  exposures  taken  of  vehicle  number  3,  1986  Dodge  Van.  The  photographs  were  taken  on 
November  21 , 1989.  at  Golden  West  Coach,  12456  Lambert  Road,  Whittier,  California.  These 
photographs  include  eight  (8)  photos  of  the  exterior  damage  sustained  by  vehicle  number  3  and  twelve 
(12)  photos  of  the  interior  of  the  vehicle. 


ROLL  NUMBER  10 


Fin  Type 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.  Exposures 

Kodak  400  ASA  Cokx 

Nkon  Nkkormat 

Off.  J.  West  #9849 

11-21-89 

25 

Twenty  five  (25)  exposures  taken  of  vehicle  number  3, 1986  Dodge  Van.  The  photographs  were  taken  on 
November  21.  1989.  at  Golden  West  Coach,  12456  Lambert  Road,  Whittier,  Califomia.  These 
photographs  include  eighteen  (18)  photos  of  the  exterior  damage  sustained  by  vehicle  number  3  and 
seven  (7)  photos  of  the  interior  of  the  vehicle. 
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ROLL  NUMBER  11 


Film  Type 

Cannera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.  Prints 

Cokx  (Type  Unknown) 

Unknown 

TomMessner 

10-17-89 

15 

Fifteen  (1 5)  photographs  provided  by  Mr.  »  »  »  »  »  .»  »  »  »  »  »  » . .  »  .  »."'•••..  These 
photographs  were  taken  by  Mr.  Messner  on  October  17, 1989.  approximately  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the 
earthquake.  Copies  of  these  photographs  were  graciously  provided  to  the  CHP  by  Mr.  Messner.  The 
photographs  include  five  (5)  photographs  of  vehicle  number  5,  Mercury  Zephyr,  at  its  point  of  rest,  three 
(3)  photographs  of  vehicle  numbers  1  and  4  at  their  points  of  rest.  The  remaining  seven  (7)  photographs 
are  of  the  bridge  structure  and  surrounding  area.  The  negatives  of  these  photographs  are  not  available 
through  the  CHP. 

ROLL  NUMBER  12 


RlnType 

Camera 

Photographer 

Date  Taken 

No.  Prints 

Color  (Type  unknown) 

Unknown 

BobCdin 

Unknown 

22 

] 


Twenty-two  (22)  photographs  provided  by  Mr.  Bob  Colin,  Caltrans  Photographer  for  District  4, 1 50  Oak 
Street,  Room  58,  San  Francisco,  California.  These  photographs  were  taken  of  the  SFOBB  on  different 
dates  and  times  following  the  earthquake  of  October  17, 1989.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
photographs  taken  of  the  SFOBB  by  Caltrans,  those  provided  to  the  CHP  represent  only  a  small  fraction  of 
the  total  number  of  photographs  taken.  The  following  is  an  inventory  of  those  photographs  provided  to 
the  CHP.  The  negatives  to  these  photographs  are  available  though  Caltrans,  District  4,  in  San  Francisco. 

Number  Subiect  of  Photograph 

1796C04-22  Aerial  view  of  closure  span  looking  from  south  to  north. 

1796C04-27  Aerial  view  of  the  closure  span  looking  from  east  to  west. 

1796C04-31  Aerial  view  of  the  collapsed  closure  span  looking  from  the  south  to  the  north. 

1796C06-04  Aerial  view  of  closure  span  looking  down  from  south  to  north. 

1 796C07-1 1  View  of  the  north  edge  of  the  upper  and  lower  deck  spans. 

1796C07-12  Collapsed  upper  deck  looking  south  from  north  edge. 

1796C07-13  View  of  the  north  edge  of  the  collapsed  upper  deck,  taken  from  the  lower  deck  looking  eas' 

1796C07-14  View  of  gap  between  lower  and  upper  deck  spans,  looking  south  from  the  north  edge. 

1796C07-15  View  of  gap  between  the  upper  and  lower  deck  taken  from  the  south  edge  looking  north. 

1796C07-10  Close  up  of  the  bearing  seat  for  the  deck  truss  at  the  northeast  corner  of  tower  E-9 

1796C07-17  West  edge  of  upper  deck  and  east  edge  of  lower  deck  at  the  north  side  of  the  bridge. 

1796C07-22  View  of  underside  of  the  east  edge  of  the  upper  span. 

1796C14-28  Same  as  photograph  number  1796016-36 

1796C16-20  View  of  the  lower  deck  and  the  collapsed  upper  deck  span,  looking  east  from  the  lower  det] 

1796016-27  Same  as  photograph  number  1796016-36 

1796016-32  Same  as  photograph  number  1796016-36 

1796016-36  View  of  the  east  edge  of  the  lower  deck  showing  separation  of  the  lower  span. 

1796018-03  View  of  the  collapsed  upper  and  lower  deck,  taken  from  the  lower  deck  looking  southwest 
Shows  what  appears  to  be  glass  and  plastic  debris  In  the  number  3  lane  of  the  lower  deck. 

1796018-04  View  of  the  lower  deck,  east  of  the  collapsed  upper  deck,  looking  west. 

1796018-27  View  of  south  edge  of  upper  and  lower  decks,  looking  east. 

1796034-30  Close  up  of  the  bearing  seat  for  the  deck  truss  at  the  southeast  corner  of  tower  E-9. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  PHOTO  LOG 

Photographs  were  taken  of  the  SFOBB  and  Vehicle  number  5,  the  Mercury  Zephyr,  by  the  Central 
Division  MAIT  Team  as  part  of  their  investigation  of  the  fatal  collision  involving  driver  number  5,  •  * 
..  The  following  is  a  sequential  listing  of  the  photographs  taken  by  Central  MAIT. 


Photoaraoher  &  Date: 

Sat.  R.  Jovner  on  11-04  &  05-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Film: 

Minolta  5000,  Kodacolor  film,  ISO  100 

No.  of  Photos: 

23  color  prints 

Subject: 

Bridge  and  Vehicle  #5 

PhotoqraDher  &  Date: 

Sat.  R.  Jovner  on  11-04-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Rim: 

Minolta  5000,  Kodacolor  film,  ISO  100 

No.  of  Photos: 

12  color  prints 

Subject: 

Vehicle  #5,  Damage 

noil  -  0 

PhotoaraDher  &  Date: 

Sat.  R.  Jovner  on  11-05-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Rim: 

Kodacolor  film,  ISO  100 

No.  of  Photos: 

8  color  prints 

Subject: 

Vehicle  #5,  Damage 

Photoaraoher  &  Date: 

Officer  H.  Hauot  and  R.  Carlson  on  11-04-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Rim: 

Nikon  Teletouch,  Kodacolor  film,  ISO  400 

No.  of  Photos: 

25  color  prints 

Subject: 

Bridge  and  Removed  Section  of  Bridge 

Roll  -  5 

Photographer  &  Date: 

Sgt.  R.  Joyner  on  11-05-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Rim: 

Minolta  5000.  Kodacolor  film,  ISO  400 

No.  of  Photos: 

25  color  prints 

Subject: 

Vehicle  #5,  Mechanical  Inspection 

Roll .  6  t 

Photoaraoher  &  Date: 

R.  Carlson  on  1 1-04  &  05-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Rhn: 

Nikon  Teletouch,  Kodacolor  film,  ISO  400 

No.  of  Photos: 

25  color  prints 

Subject: 

Sections  of  Bridge  &  Mechanical  Inspection 

Photoaraoher  &  Date: 

Sat.  R.  Jovner  and  R.  Carlson  on  11-05-89 

Type  of  Camera  &  Rhn: 

Nikon  Teletouch,  Kodacolor  film,  ISO  400 

No.  of  Photos: 

5  color  prints 

Subject: 

Vehicle  #5,  Mechanical  Inspection 
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Tape 
No. 

Subject 

1 

Interviews  with  W-7,  »      »  .»;W-15  »  »  »  .  .  »;D-1  »»»».»» 

CM 

W-3,  »  ».  »  »  »  ■:  W-6  ..»»»»:. 

3 

Interview  with  W-9  »»•»»», 

4 

5 

Interview  with  W-22, .»»».»»»»» 

CD 

Interviews  with  W-5. »  »  »  »  »  ;W-17,  ».,,,, 

7 

Interview  with  W-1 ,  Anonymous. 

00 

Interview  with  W-1 3,  »».»»» 

9 

Interview  with  W-5,  »»»»,. 

10 

Interview  with  W-2,  »..».. 

11 

Interview  with  W-21,' 

12 

Interviews  with  P-4A,  .•«•••»!; 

13 

Interview  with  P-1A, 

14 

Interview  with  P-3B, 

15 

Interview  with  P-3A,  .*•»**. 

16 

Interview  with  P-3F,  ******* 

17 

Interview  with  P-3G,  ******* 

18 

19 

Interview  with  P-3H, 

20 

Interview  with  D-3, 

21 

Interview  with  W-1 4, 

22 

23 

Interview  with  W-1 0,  ••••••• 

24 

Interview  with  W-1 1 ,  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

Interview  with  W-4, 

23 

San  Rancisco  CHP  Dispatch,  Pink  Channel,  radio  traffic.  10/17/89  1704  to  1733  hours. 

27 

Acme  Ambulance,  Unit  245.  Radio  call  log  10/17/89. 

28 

Oakland  CHP  Dispatch,  telephone  traffic.  10/17/89  1704  to  1709  hours. 

29 

Interviews  with  W-54.                      ;W-128,»  •  •  •  -  ♦  •  W-124. 
W-132.  •  •  •  • 

30 

Interview  with  W-1 43, 
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VIDEO  TAPE  LOG 


Introduction 

As  part  of  this  investigation,  investigators  screened  hundreds  of  hours  of  video  tape  footage  covering  the 
documentation  of  the  1 989  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake.  The  video  footage  viewed  came  from  a  number  of 
sources,  including,  but  not  limited  to:  the  media,  public  agencies,  private  sector  businesses,  and  private 
citizens.  The  objective  of  this  screening  was  to  identify  video  footage  of  evidentiary  value  to  the 
investigation,  and  documentation,  of  the  collapse  of  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct  and  the  failure  of  the 
closure  spans  on  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB).  The  log  presented  below  catalogues 
the  video  footage  collected,  or  produced,  by  the  California  Highway  Patrol  (CHP)  as  part  of  Its 
investigation.  Video  tapes  produced  by  members  of  the  CHP  are  available  for  purchase  through  the  San 
Francisco  Area  Office  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  Video  tapes  provided  by  public  agencies, 
businesses,  or  private  citizens  are  not  available  for  purchase  through  this  Department. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Officer  V.  Chambers 

10-18-89 

10* 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  shows  video  footage  of  earthquake  damage  to  the  city  of  Oakland  and  footage  of  the 
Emergency  Operations  Center  (EOC)  at  the  Cypress  Structure.  The  tape  also  includes  footage 
of  the  SFOBB.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

2 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Officer  V.  Chambers 

10-18-89 

33 

Subject  Description: 


Aerial  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure  taken  from  a  CHP  helicopter.  The  majority  of  the 
footage  is  out  of  focus  and  is  generally  of  poor  quality.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase 
through  the  CcUifornia  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

3 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

10-25  /1 1-2-89 

12 

Subject  Description: 


Aerial  flights  over  the  SFOBB  and  the  Cypress  Structure  taken  from  a  CHP  helicopter.  Video 
footage  is  intermixed  with  video  of  still  photography  showing  sections  of  the  SFOBB  and 
Cypress  Structure.  Tape  also  includes  video  footage  broadcast  by  KGO  TV  on  10-17-89,  from 
1 740  to  1 900  hours  This  tape  also  includes  miscellaneous  video  footage  aired  by  other  Bay 
Area  television  stations.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway 
Patrol 


*  The  log  numbers  recorded  here  con^espond  to  the  original  field  investigation  log  number. 
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Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

4 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Investigator  C.  Romano 

10-28-89 

n/a 

Subject  Description: 


Ground  level  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  This  tape  focuses  on  the  damage  sustained  by 
the  structure,  and  documents  portions  of  the  upper  deck,  provides  east  and  west  side  views  of 
the  structure,  as  well  as  views  of  the  caps  and  columns  along  the  structure.  This  tape  Is 
available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

5 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Investigator  C.  Romano 

10-30-89 

n/a 

Subject  Description: 


Ground  level  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  This  tape  focuses  on  the  damage  sustained  by 
the  structure,  and  documents  portions  of  the  upper  deck,  provides  east  and  west  side  views  of 
the  structure,  as  well  as  views  of  the  caps  and  columns  along  the  structure.  This  tape  is 
available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  


Tape  No. 


Source 


Camera  Person 


Pate(s) 


Log  No. 


California  Highway  Patrol    Investigator  G.  Abshier    10-20,26-89  15 


Subject  Description: 

Ground  level  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  This  tape  focuses  on  the  damage  sustained  by 
the  structure,  and  documents  portions  of  the  upper  deck,  provides  east  and  west  side  views  of 
the  structure,  as  well  as  views  of  the  caps  and  columns  along  the  structure.  This  tape  is 
available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 


Source 


Editor 


Date(s) 


Log  No. 


California  Highway  Patrol    Academy  TV  Services 


n/a 


n/a 


Subject  Description: 

This  tape  is  an  edited  version  of  tapes  4,  5  and  6,  and  includes  views  of  the  Cypress  Structure 
from  several  other  sources.  The  tape  provides  a  sequential  view  of  the  structural  damage  to  the 
Cypress  Structure,  from  Bent  62  through  Bent  112.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase 
through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 
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Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

8 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Academy  TV  Services 

10-24-89 

16 

Subject  Description: 

Ground  level  footage  of  the  demolition  of  the  Cypress  Structure  in  the  vicinity  of  Bent  26.  This 
tape  also  includes  aerial  views  of  the  Cypress  Structu-e  and  SFOBB  taken  from  a  CHP 
helicopter.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 

Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

9 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Academy  TV  Services 

10-24.26-89 

17 

Subject  Description: 

Ground  level  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  Miscellaneous  footage  of  President  Bush's  visit 
to  the  Cypress  Structure  and  the  events  surrounding  that  visit.  This  tape  also  includes  aerial 
views  of  the  Cypress  Structure  and  SFOBB  taken  from  a  CHP  helicopter.  This  tape  Is 
available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 

Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date{s) 

Log  No. 

1  0 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Academy  TV  Services 

10-28-89 

18 

Subject  Description: 

"Earthquake  Walking  Tour".  This  tape  was  produced  by  the  CHP  Academy  TV  Services  Unit  for 
presentation  by  Golden  Gate  Division.  This  tape  was  produced  and  edited  from  video  footage 
taken  from  tapes  number  8  and  9,  above.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase  through  the 
California  Highway  Patrol. 

Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  1 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Academy  TV  Services 

n/a 

n/a 

Subject  Description: 

"The  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake."  This  is  a  video  tape  produced  by  the  Academy  TV  Services 
from  an  edit  of  the  video  footage  collected  by  the  Department  during  its  investigation  of  the 
collapse  of  the  Cypress  Stucture  and  the  failure  of  the  SFOBB  closure  spans.  The  tape 
provides  an  overview  of  the  1989  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake  and  its  effect  on  these  two 
structures.  The  tape  also  provides  a  summary  of  the  Department's  investigation  of  the 
earthquake  induced  collapse  of  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct  and  the  failure  of  the  two  50-foot 
closure  spans  of  the  San  Francisco-OaklarxJ  Bay  Bridge.  This  tape  is  available  for  purchase 
through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 

1 
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Tape  No. 


Source 


Camera  Person 


Date(s) 


Log  No. 


1  2 


San  Ramon  Valley  F.D.       C.  Bowen 


10-18-89 


19 


Subject  Description: 

Ground  level  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure  taken  by  C.  Bowen  of  the  San  Ramon  Valley  Rre 
Department.  The  objective  of  this  tape  was  to  summarize  the  rescue  activities  of  the  San 
Ramon  Fire  Department.  This  tape  shows  footage  of  the  upper  deck  with  vehicles  still  at  their 
points  of  rest,  and  ground  views  of  the  Cypress  Structure  from  West  Grand  Avenue  to  the 
distribution  structure.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway 
Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  3 

KRON  TV  •  Channel  4 

Staff  Photographers 

10-89 

20 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  Includes  txoadcast  and  non-broadcast  footage  of  KRON's  camera  coverage  of  the 
1 989  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake .  Included  in  this  tape  are  views  of  upper  and  lower  deck  rescue 
operations  and  miscellaneous  interviews.  The  tape  includes  coverage  of  the  ♦  •  •  (D-66) 
rescue  and  interviews  with  the  survivors  of  the  »  •  vehicle  ( V-28).  The  tape  also  provides 
aerial  views  of  the  SFOBB  and  Cypress  Street  Viaduct.  This  tape  is  not  available  for 
purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  4 

KGO  TV  -  Channel  7 

Staff  Photographers 

10-17-89 

21 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  provkles  broadcast  video  footage  and  commentary  aired  by  KGO  on  10-17-89,  from 
1 740  to  1900  hours.  The  tape  includes  early  first  day  footage  of  the  SFOBB  and  Cypress 
Structure.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  5 

KTVU  -  Channel  2 

Staff  Photographers 

10-17,18-89 

22 

Subject  Description: 


Ground  level  and  aerial  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  This  tape  provkles  newsroom  and  un- 
aired  footage  of  rescue  operations  and  miscellaneous  interviews  being  conducted  at  the 
Cypress  Structure.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway 
Patrol. 
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Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  6 

Network  Affiliates 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

10-17.20-89 

23 

Subject  Description; 


Recap  of  previously  obtained  video  footage  from  various  television  stations.  This  tape  includes 
footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure,  the  SFOBB,  and  includes  interviews,  rescue  operations  and 
anchor  news  coverage  of  the  1989  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake.  The  tape  consists  mostly  of 
broadcast  footage.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway 
Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  7 

KRON  TV    Channel  4 

Staff  Photographers 

10-17-89 

24 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  provides  first  day  aerial  views  of  the  SFOBB  and  Cypress  Street  Viaduct  taken 
approximately  10  minutes  after  the  earthquake  struck.  Shows  the  •  •  •  vehicle  on  fire  (V-40). 
This  tape  also  contains  footage  of  the  structure  demolition  and  contains  a  segment  of  post 
earthquake  structure  collapse  taken  during  the  demolition  process.  This  tape  does  not  contain 
the  original  sound  track.  This  tape  consists  mostly  of  un-aired  footage  taken  by  KRON 
photographers.  This  tcipe  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  8 

KGO  TV  -  ABC 

Staff  Photographers 

10-17-89 

25 

Subject  Description: 


Aerial  views  of  the  Cypress  Structure  and  the  SFOBB.  Includes  miscellaneous  footage  of  the 
earthquake  from  other  locations  around  the  Greater  Bay  Area.  This  tape  contains  excellent  first 
day  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  It  also  includes  copied  material  from  tape  number  14. 
This  tape  also  includes  segments  of  the  fatal  collision  on  the  SFOBB  taken  by  Debbie  Kelly  and 
includes  footage  of  the  rescue  operations  on  the  SFOBB.  The  original  audio  track  is  not 
included  on  this  copy  of  the  tape.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the 
California  Highway  Patrol.  
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Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

1  9 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

n/a 

26 

Subject  Description: 


Tliis  tape  provides  video  footage  of  the  photographs  tal<en  of  body  extrication  sites  on  the 
Cypress  Structure  by  members  of  the  United  States  Navy  (USN)  rescue  team.  These 
photographs,  and  the  video  footage  produced  from  them,  provides  a  graphic  depiction  of  the  at- 
rest  position  of  the  bodies  of  victims  found  in,  and  extracated  from,  the  Cypress  Structue  . 
This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

20 

Numerous 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

n/a 

27 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  provides  an  accumulation  of  broadcast  video  footage  and  newsroom  reports  from 
various  television  stations  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  This  footage  includes  coverage  of  the 
SFOBB,  the  Cypress  Structure,  the  Marina  District,  and  other  stories  related  to  the  earthquake 
and  the  damage  it  caused.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California 
Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

21 

Numerous 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

n/a 

28 

Subject  Description: 


An  accumulation  of  footage  of  the  SFOBB  collected  by  the  CHP  during  its  investigation. 
This  tape  contains  copies  of  aired  and  un-aired  media  footage  and  is  not  available  for 
purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

22 

Numerous 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

n/a 

29 

Subject  Description: 


An  accumulation  of  footage  of  the  Cypress  Structure  collected  by  the  CHP  during  its 
investigation.  This  tape  contains  copies  of  aired  and  un-aired  media  footage  and  is  not 
available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 
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Tape  No. 
2  3 


Source 


California  Highway  Patrol    Officer  B.  Mc  Aullffe 


Editor 


Date(s) 
n/a 


Log  No. 
30 


Subject  Description: 

This  tape  provides  video  footage  of  photographs  collected  from  various  sources  by  the  CHP 
during  its  investigation.  This  footage  includes  photographs  of  both  the  Cypress  Structure  and 
the  SFOBB,  vehicle  damage  photographs,  vehicle  and  body  extraction  photographs,  and 
miscellaneous  photographs  related  to  the  investigation  and  documentation  of  the  Cypress 
Structure  collapse  and  SFOBB  closure  span  failure.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase 
through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

24 

Debbie  Kelly 

»»••»• 

10-17-89 

31 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  is  a  copy  of  the  home  video  taken  by  ••••••  on  the  SFOBB  depicting  the  fatal 

collision  that  occun^ed  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge.  The  tape  also  shows  the  post  impact 
rescue  efforts.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 


Source 


Camera  Person 


Date(s) 


Log  No. 


25 


California  Highway  Patrol    Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 


n/a 


34 


Subject  Description: 

This  tape  provides  video  footage  of  video  and  still  photography  collected  from  the  Oakland 
Police  and  Fire  Departments.  This  footage  focuses  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  structure  and 
provides  a  close  up  look  at  the  physical  evidence  located  on  the  roadway  surface,  the  damage 
the  roadbed  sustained,  and  shows  upper  deck  vehicles  at  their  points  of  rest  prior  to  their 
removal.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Editor 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

26 

California  Highway  Patrol 

Officer  B.  Mc  Auliffe 

n/a 

35 

Subject  Description: 


An  accumulation  of  video  footage  borrowed  from  the  Oakland  Police  and  Rre  Departments,  the 
Alameda  County  Sheriffs  Office,  and  the  San  Ramon  Valley  Fire  Department  by  the  CHP  during 
its  investigation.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California  Highway 
Patrol. 
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Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

27 

Alameda  County  S.O. 

Sgt.  Reasoner 

10-17,18-89 

1 1 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  is  a  copy  of  the  video  footage  taken  by  Sgt.  Reasoner  of  the  Alameda  County 
Sheriffs  Office.  This  video  shows  views  of  the  upper  and  lower  deck,  and  side  views  of  the  east 
and  west  sides  of  the  Cypress  Structure,  from  Bent  62  to  the  distribution  structure,  north  of 
32nd  Street.  The  video  was  taken  on10-17  and  18  - 1989,  and  shows  several  of  the  involved 
vehicles  at  their  respective  points  of  rest.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the 
California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 

Source 

Camera  Person 

Date(s) 

Log  No. 

28 

Oakland  P.D. 

OPD  Personnel 

10-17.21-89 

13 

Subject  Description: 


This  tape  is  a  copy  of  the  video  footage  of  the  extraction  of  lower  deck  victims  taken  by 
personnel  from  the  Oakland  Police  Department.  The  footage  shows  body  positions  at  their 
point  of  rest  and  depicts  body  removal.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchsise  through  the 
California  Highway  Patrol. 


Tape  No. 


Source 


Camera  Person 


Date(s) 


Log  No. 


29 


Oakland  P.D. 


OPD  Personnel 


10-18,19,89 


14 


Subject  Description: 

This  tape  is  a  copy  of  the  video  footage  taken  of  the  Cypress  Structure  by  members  of  the 
Oakland  Police  Department.  The  tape  depicts  a  ground  level  walk  through  of  sections  of  the 
east  and  west  side  of  the  Cypress  Structure.  It  also  provides  a  walk  through  of  sections  of  the 
upper  deck,  and  shows  a  number  of  upper  deck  vehicles  at  their  points  of  rest  prior  to  removal 
from  the  structure.  Also  visible  in  this  tape  are  marks,  and  other  evidence,  associated  with 
upper  deck  vehicle  motion.  The  tape  also  shows  the  extrication  of  V-37  (UCSF  Transporter 
Van)  from  the  upper  deck.  This  tape  is  not  available  for  purchase  through  the  California 
Highway  Patrol. 
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E-9  Tower 
View  from  the  south,  looking  north 
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was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 
16, 1989.  The  interview  was  concluded  at  1245  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape 
recorded  interview. 


IDENTIRCATION: 


GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill 
BS:   


GM:      OK.  Mr."  •  •  •   I  can  get  the  same  infonmation.  We  would  like  to  talk  to  you  in  person  if  that 
would  be  possible.  We  could  set  up  an  appointment  when  it  would  be  convenient  to  you. 

BS:      Probably  never.  I'll  tell  you  the  truth.  I  mean,  I'm  working  full  time  and  I  work  about  a  ten-hour  day 
and  I  go  to  school  full  time  at  night,  every  night,  Monday  through  TTiursday,  6:30  to  9:30  at  night. 

GM:       I  see. 

BS:      So  thafs  why  he's  been  unable  to  ever  get  a  hold  of  me.  I'm  like  almost  impossible  to  ever  try  to 
catch.  What  is  really  needed? 

GM:      Well,  we  need  to  get  all  the  information  from  you.  We  need  to  know  all  of  your  identity.  We  need 
to  know  the  identity  of  the  passenger  that  was  in  the  car  with  you.  We  need  to  know  what  the 
extent  of  your  injuries  were,  and  also,  your  passenger's  injuries,  where  you  were  treated  

BS:      Is  it  possible  to  just  get  that  over  the  phone?  I  mean,  you  know,  face  to  face  meetings  always  just 
take  so  much  time.  But  if  we  can  do  it  over  the  phone,  that's  fine. 

GM:  OK. 

BS:      And  Joan  did  mention  something  about  you  wanting  to  tape  it?  Thafs  OK  with  me  if  you  want  to 
put  on  a  tape  recorder  right  now  or  something. 

GM:  OK. 

BS:  Because  you  got  me  now,  so  

GM:  OK.  Well,  we'll  just  go  from  there.  And  your  first  name  again  is  what,  sir? 

BS:  '  •  •  

GM:  And  your  middle  name? 
BS:       •  .  »  • 

GM:  .  .  .  •  • 

BS:  •  •  • 

GM:       •  •  •  And  your  home  address? 


BS: 
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GM:  And  what  city  is  that? 

BS:  San  Francisco,  California. 

GM:  And  the  Zip  here? 

BS:  94109. 

GM:  OK.  And  your  home  phone  number? 

GM:  And  your  business  phone? 

BS:  .  *  *  .  *  That's  also  41 5  area  code. 

GM:  *  *  *  •  * 

BS:  Right. 

GM:  OK.  Driver's  license  number? 

BS:  Hold  on  one  second.  OK.  So  this  is  actually  the  accident  report? 

GM:  Well,  it's  basically  the  same  information,  yes. 

BS:  What  report  is  this  then,  that  we're  filling  out  here? 

GM:  Well,  all  I'm  doing  is  filling  out  an  interview  sheet  with  you  for  the  Bay  Bridge  disaster  is  what  wete 
calling  it.  I  don't  know  a  more  appropriate  term. 

BS:      Joan  had  almost  indicated  it  was  sort  of  like  Caltrans  needed  the  info  for  designing  the  bridge  or 
something  it  almost  seemed  like. 

GM:      Well,  I'm  sure  that  the  information  we  get  from  you  and  others  that  were  on  that  bridge  is  going  to 
be  highly  scrutinized  by  many,  many  different  people  -  companies,  corporations  and  teams  and 
everything  else.  What  we're  trying  to  find  out  from  you,  being  a  person  that  was  on  the  bridge,  is 
what  happened  up  on  the  bridge,  what  you  can  tell  us.  We  need  to  know  your  injuries. 

BS:  All  right,  OK.  My  driver's  license  number  is  *  •  *  .  . 

GM:  And  who  is  the  insurance  carrier  on  your  automobile? 

BS:  government  employees. 

GM:  OK.  And  your  date  of  birth? 

BS:  7/1/56. 

GM:  And  you  were  the  driver? 

BS:  That's  correct. 
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GM:  OK.  And  who  was  your  passenger? 

88:  My  passenger  was  .»••»•♦•'•''•♦••"'•'' 

GM:  Do  you  know  her  middle  name? 

88:  No. 

GM:  How  old  is  Janice? 

88:  I  think  she  said  she  was  42,  but  I'm  not  certain. 

GM:  Do  you  know  how  I  could  reach  Janice? 

88:  Sure.  Her  phone  number  is  »  •  •  •  • 

GM:  And  that's  area  code  415  also? 

88:  Thafs  con-ect.  Yeah,  ifs  over  in  Marin. 

GM:  Do  you  know  her  address? 

88:  No.  I  mean,  I  can  track  it  down  here  in  the  office  somehow  but  if  you're  going  to  call  her  anyway, 
you  could  get  all  that  from  her. 

GM:      Sure,  sure.  This  is  her  home  phone  number  that  you  gave  me? 

88:      Thafs  correct,  yes.  She's  still  out  of  work.  She'll  be  out  for  a  while. 

GM:      Some  of  the  information  that  is  on  my  sheet  here  for  questions  to  ask  you  I  already  know.  And  I'll 
just  go  over  these  with  you.  Then  they  may  trigger  some  thoughts  that  you  -  some  things  that  you 
want  to  tell  me.  So  If  you  do  and  if  I  do,  we'll  go  to  it.  First  question  is  what  direction  were  you 
traveling.  Well,  I  know  you  were  traveling  west. 

88:      That's  correct. 

GM:      How  often  do  you  use  that  route? 

88:      Not  very  often  really.  Ifs  occasional  rather  than  every  time.  I'm  not  a  regular  commuter  over  the 
bridge. 

GM:      OK.  On  that  particular  day  and  that  time,  what  would  you  descrit>e  the  traffic  conditions  as  being? 
Mayt)e  light,  moderate,  heavy? 

88:      Oh,  I    It  was  heavy  enough  that  you  had  the  light  system  working  over  there  at  the  toll  plaza.  To 
get  from  the  toll  plaza  to  the  lights  took  me  maybe  two  or  three  minutes,  so  there  was  ~  You  know, 
considering  the  time  and  stuff  like  that,  I  suppose  thafs  not  really  too  bad.  It  was.  you  know,  took  a 
little  time  in  the  approaches  to  get  over  there  and  stuff.  So  I'd  say  It  was  like  moderate  to  light- 
heavy. 


GM: 


OK.  After  you  went  through  the  toll  plaza,  how  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  there? 
Maybe  the  spacing  between  vehicles? 
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BS:      Well,  as  we  got  through  the  traffic  light,  you  know  -  Naturally,  we  were  all  just  in  line  going  through 
the  lights.  They  went  red  and  green,  red  and  green.  Going  out  from  the  traffic  lights,  there 
tended  to  still  be  compression  between  the  cars,  you  know,  that  there  was  cars  on  all  sides  of  you, 
cars  in  front  and  cars  in  back  and  everything  else.  As  we  started  climbing  up  the  ramp,  everybody 
sort  of  spread  out.  So,  you  know,  there  wasnt  that  crowd  again.  There  was  a  number  of  car 
lengths  between  every  car  and  you  know,  some  cars  alongside,  some  not.  The  left  lane  was 
completely  vacant.  At  some  point  - 1  dont  know  how  far  up  it  was  -  there  was  a  sign  that  the  left 
lane  was  closed.  I  think  Caltrans  was  doing  some  work  in  the  left  lane.  In  fact,  I  know  they  were. 
They  had  the  left  lane  closed. 

GM:      OK.  What  lane  were  you  traveling  in? 

BS:      I  was  in  the  second  lane  over  from  the  left.  The  first,  the  most  left  open  lane. 

GM:      OK.  We  number  our  lanes  from  the  left  over,  so  that  would  be  lane  #2?  Caltrans  apparently  had 
lane  #1  closed. 

BS:      That's  correct. 

GM:      OK.  And  about  how  fast  were  you  going? 

BS:       I  guess  right  around  40,  45.  Because,  you  know,  we  were  climbing  the  Incline. 

GM:      If  you'll  excuse  my  pauses  here,  I'm  writing  while  you're.  

BS:      Sure.  No,  I  understand. 

GM:      And  Janice  was  the  only  occupant  in  the  vehicle  with  you? 

BS:      That's  correct. 

GM:      OK.  And  she  was  in  the  right  front? 

BS:      That's  con-ect. 

GM:      Both  of  you  were  wearing  seatbelts? 

BS:      Yes  -  Thank  God! 

GM:      Do  you  recall  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

BS:       I  tell  you  how  I  can  tell  and  mayt>e  you  can  figure  it  out  from  that  point. 

GM:      Well,  hopefully.  I'm  not  from  San  Francisco.  I  work  in  San  Luis  Obispo,  so  

BS:       It's  something  that  would  be  in  the  records  actually. 
GM:      Oh,  OK. 

BS:      The  Caltrans  truck  that  was  doing  the  work  in  the  left  lane,  whatever  it  was  that  they  were  doing  -- 1 
was  right  alongside  them  when  the  first  jolt  hit.  And  I  don't  know,  you  know  -  Everything  sort  of 
happened  so  fast  at  that  point  that  I  probably  wasnl  more  than  a  few  feet  past  them,  you  know, 
when  the  section  dropped.  But  there's  a  lot  of  things  that  just  arent  clear  right  around  that  point. 
But  basically,  I  know  I  was  exactly  even  with  them  when  the  earthquake  hit  because  I  thought  that 


II 
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they  were  working  on  a  traffic  light  or  something  and  maybe,  you  know,  the  glass  had  broken  and  I 
thought  I  had  a  flat  tire.  And  that  it  was  directly  caused  by  that.  And  then  I  thought  that  I  had  four 
flat  tires  and  they  must  have  been  screwing  up  the  road! 

GM:      Now  when  you  say  that  Cattrans  had  that  #1 ,  or  the  left  lane,  closed  -  How  did  they  have  that 
closed?  Was  there  cones  up  there,  or  do  you  recall? 

BS:  I'm  not  exactly  certain.  I  think  that  they  had  like  a  sign  up,  but  I  don't  think  they  had  a  whole  line  of 
cones.  I  think  they  put  a  sign,  you  know,  a  number  of  feet  back  from  the  truck  and  then  the  truck 
was  a  ways  forward  from  that. 

GM:  OK. 

BS:  It  seemed  to  be  just  temporary  work.  It  wasnt  like  the  lane  was  closed  and  they  were  doing  some 
major  thing.  It  was  more  like  a  maintenance  type  thing.  That's  my  recollection  of  it. 

GM:      OK,  very  good.  What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong? 

BS:       Basically.  I  thought  I  had  the  flat  tire  just  as  I  was  even  with  the  truck. 

GM:      OK.  And  can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle? 

BS:       Oh,  it  was  not  going  from  side  to  side  at  all.  It  seemed  to  be  an  up  and  down  type  of  motion.  And  it 
was  like  I  had  no  shock  absorbers  at  all.  The  whole  car  was  just  bouncing  up  and  down,  up  and 
down  real  violently.  But  no  swerving  to  either  side  because,  you  know,  at  first  I  thought  it  was  a 
blowout  or  something,  but  you  know,  I  was  like  perfectly  in  my  lane.  In  fact,  the  car  -  on  the  cover 
of  Newsweek  -  when  it  crashed  down  there  was  still  perfectly  in  the  lane  that  I  was  in.  So  it  was  an 
up  and  down  motion  definitely. 

GM:      At  that  particular  point  when  you  felt  that  up  and  down  motion,  what  did  you  do  then? 

BS:       I'm  not  exactly  clear.  I  believe  -  You  know,  I  can  only  recollect  what  I  think  I  would  have  done 
actually.  But  Janice  says  that  she  saw  me  pumping  the  brakes,  which  seemed  to  me  like  what  I 
would  normally  have  done.  Because,  you  know,  when  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  I  dont  jam  on  the  brake 
or  anything,  I'll  generally  pump  it  to  try  to  slow  myself  down  enough  that  I  could  get  over  into  the 
other  lane.  So  I  was  starting  to  slow  down  at  that  point.  I  dont  myself  recall  even  hitting  the 
brakes.  You  know,  because  it  was  just  a  matter  of  seconds  -  although  the  whole  thing  seemed  to 
be  stretched  out.  But  from  the  time  that  we  started  bouncing,  It  just  was  kind  of  weird  but  God, 
yeah,  I  pumped  the  brakes  basically. 

GM:      Do  you  recall  the  vehicles  around  you  at  that  time  other  than  the  Caltrans  truck?  Anything  that 
they  may  have  done  like  yourself,  slowing  down  or  changing  lanes  or  stopping? 

BS:       No.  Basically  from  the  moment  that  --  The  only  thoughts  that  I  have,  you  know,  when  that 

earthquake  hit  -  First  the  thoughts  about  the  flat  tires,  then  realizing  that  it  was  an  earthquake  and 
I  looked  to  the  left  at  that  point  and  you  know,  I  didnt  see  the  bridge  undulating  or  doing  any 
motion  or  anything  like  that.  And  it  was  almost  like  a  period  of  relative  calm.  And  right  after  that, 
you  know,  the  ground  just  opened.  I  do  sort  of  feel  that  there  was  a  car  on  my  right.  And  Janice  - 
You  know,  I've  spoken  to  here  a  few  times  since  this  thing  -  Janice  seems  to  confirm  that.  She 
thought  there  was  a  car  on  our  right  pretty  much  the  whole  time.  And  I  mean  there  are  quite  a  few 
lanes  there.  There  seemed  to  be  cars  all  around  me  throughout  most  of  that. 

GM:      Well,  this  is  what  was  our  concern.  Your  car  appears  to  be  the  only  one  that  fell  from  the  upper 
level  with  that  upper  level  span. 
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BS:       Right.  And  that  doesnt  make  any  sense  to  me  at  all!  I  think  some  people  are  in  the  water.  I  mean, 
I  hate  to  say  it  but  there  was  too  many  cars  around  me.  And  if  I  jammed  on  my  brakes  -  Well, 
everybody  would  have  jammed  on  their  brakes  and  there  would  have  been  cars  that  were 
alongside  of  me  that  also  would  have  stopped.  If  I  had  sped  up  -  You  know,  and  if  everybody  had 
jammed  on  their  brakes,  whoever  was  on  the  bridge  section,  would  have  stopped  on  that  bridge 
section.  If  everybody  zoomed,  it's  impossible  to  think  that  everybody  who  was  on  that  section, 
you  know,  had  enough  time  or  presence  of  mind  to  either  speed  up  and  get  off  it  or  stop  real 
quick  and  not  be  on  it.  It's  a  50-foot  section! 

GM:  Yes. 

BS:      And  there  were  definitely  cars  on  either  side  of  me.  And,  you  know,  they  were  as  close  as  -- 1 

mean  it  wasnt  like,  you  know,  just  one  car  here  and  there  across  the  bridge.  We  had  to  go  up  on 
the  light  system.  And  I  even  --  You  know,  it  was  on  the  news  a  while  ago  on  I  said  it  to  the  report©-. 
I  said,  "I'm  convinced  that  there's  got  to  be  some  people  who  ended  up  in  the  water  there!"  You 
know,  I  didn't  really  stand  around  and  look.  I  mean,  I  got  off  that  bridge  real  quick  after  I  got  out  of 
the  car.  But,  you  know,  I  know  that  I  saw  water  ahead  of  me  and  I  just  seem  to  have  hung  up  on 
that  pavement.  Because  we  were  way  below  the  lower  roadway.  We  were  at>out  six  feet  below  or 
so.  So  a  car  could  potentially  -- 1  mean,  that's  the  height  of  a  car.  That's  less  than  the  height  of  a 
car.  Cars  could  have  just  rolled  along  that  ramp  and  somehow  not  got  hung  up  like  we  did  and  just 
went!  And  some  people  said  -  because  I've  spoken  to  some  people  after  that  -  that  they  looked 
down  and  they  saw  the  water  bubbling.  I  mean,  that  could  have  been  pieces  of  pavement,  but  It 
could  have  been  cars.  And  I  figured  a  lot  of  people  could  think  that  they  were  on  880  and  now, 
you  know,  as  they're  pulling  the  cars  out  and  they're  still  missing  people  --  That's  the  next  place  to 
look  I  think. 

GM:      Probably.  OK.  Do  you  recall  before  the  span  fell,  the  distance  between  your  car  and  any  car  that 
you  may  -  or  vehicle,  I  should  say  -  that  you  may  have  been  following? 

BS:      See,  I  dont  exactly  recall.  I  mean,  I  usually  -  My  normal  - 1  usually  keep,  you  know  -  Basically,  I 
generally  follow  exactly  what  they  say  so,  you  know,  I  had  to  have  had  about  four  car  lengths 
between  myself  and  the  car  In  front.  And  I  guess  that  would  be  about  40  feet  or  50  feet.  Because 
I  do  generally.  I  hate  people  riding  on  my  t>ack  and  I  hate,  you  know,  being  up  someone  else's 
back,  so  I  generally  do  keep  that  recommended  car  length  distance.  ^ 

GM:      Do  you  recall  what  kind  of  a  vehicle  may  have  been  directly  ahead  of  you  in  the  same  lane  you 
were  in? 

BS:       No.  No,  I  really  have  no  recollection.  The  cars  are  so  generic  nowadays.  I  mean,  it  wasn't  anything 
exceptional,  you  know,  that  I  would  have  rememt>ered.  It  wasnt  like  a  little  sports  car  convertible 
or  a,  you  know,  something  fancy  like  a  Rolls  Royce  or  something. 

GM:      Now,  when  the  bridge  span  started  to  fall,  do  you  have  any  Idea  eibout  how  fast  your  car  might 
have  been  going  at  that  time? 

BS:       No.  I  can  only  -  I  don't  know.  Thats  the  first  part.  The  only  thing  I  can  do  is  I  can  kind  of  estimate.  I 
was  going  around  45  and  had  hit  the  brakes,  you  know  - 1  didn't  have  much  time.  I  only  had  about 
1 5  seconds  of  braking  time  I  guess  and  It  probably  broke  before  the  whole  1 5  seconds  were  up 
on  the  earthquake.  So  I  was  probably  just  a  little  decelerated  from  45.  Now  the  damage  to  my  car, 
you  know  -  It  was  totalled  but  you  know,  it  wasn't  like  it  was  a  head-on  collision  or  anything  like 
that.  I  had  swerved  once  when  I  was  1 7  and  hit  a  tree  head-on  and  it  destroyed  a  much  stronger 
car  than  this  one. 
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GM:      Do  you  remember  -  You  said  that  you  were  pumping  the  brakes  in  an  attempt  to  slow?  Do  you 
recall  whether  your  vehicle  ever  skidded  when  you  were  pumping  those  brakes? 

BS:      No,  I  doni  t>elieve  it  did  at  all. 

GM:      Do  you  recall  applying  the  brakes  firmly  enough  that  might  cause  the  car  to  skid  after  you  realized 
the  bridge  was  dropping  out  from  under  you? 

BS:      No.  By  the  time  the  bridge  was  dropping  out  from  under  me.  at  that  point  I  probably  had  jammed 
on  my  brakes.  I  mean,  I  think  everything  in  my  body  tensed.  It  was  a  sensation  of  dropping.  We 
didnt  see  the  road  opening.  There  wasn't  an  opening  in  front.  We  were  on  that  section  and  it  just 
felt  like  it  was  dropping  straight.  I  didn't  even  know  that  we  were  dropping  at  an  angle. 

GM:      Did  you  have  the  sensation  that  your  car  may  have  been  airtwne,  or  do  you  think  it  stuck  with  the 
bridge? 

BS:       I'm  not  really  sure.  I  thirtf<  it  was  arborne.  I  mean,  it  was  -  The  whole  road  dropped  out  from  under 
me  and  I  thought  I  was  just  heading  straight  for  the  bay.  You  know,  I  wasn't  thinking  of  lower 
roadway.  It  felt  IA<e  I  had  left  the  road  and  I  thought  it  had  just  crumbled  beneath  me.  I  didn't  realize 
that  there  was  that  ramp  there  or,  you  know,  that  I  was  on  the  ramp,  that  it  became  a  ramp.  My 
guess  --  You  know,  because  I  kind  of  looked  at  the  car  real  close  and  I've  kind  of  been  analyzing 
pictures  and  trying  to  figure  out  what  happened  and  piece  it  together  after  the  fact.  And 
cor^idering  the  amount  of  damage  to  the  car  and  stuff,  I  think  we  were  airborne  for  a  while.  AtkI  it 
looks  like  we  crashed  right  on  the  edge  of  the  bridge  because  my  car  is  t>ent  right  underneath  the 
driver's  seat  and  the  passenger  seat.  It  was  bent  as  thought  someone  had  grabbed  it  in  the  front 
and  in  the  back  and  just  jammed  it  right  on  the  edge  of  the  roadway.  It  also  -  I  have  a  dent  right 
aaoss  the  hood  of  my  car  which  looks  like  the  car  hit  the  roadway  and  went  to  flip,  you  know,  back 
end  over  the  front  end,  and  that  the  back  end  hit  the  lower  roadway  -  which  caused  the  dent  in  my 
roof  -  and  threw  the  car  back  onto  the  roadway  where  it  finally  came  to  rest. 

GM:      OK.  Do  you  feel  that  the  span  that  dropped,  that  you  were  on  that  span  when  it  dropped,  or  do 
you  think  mayt)€  that  you  were  further  east  and  the  span  dropped  and  maybe  you  had  to  go  over 
the  little  crack  that  was  created  as  that  span  dropped? 

BS:       No.  I  was  definitely  on  that  section  that  dropped  and  I  think  I  was  very  close  to  the  break.  Like  If  1 
had  Ijeen  a  little  faster  or  something.  mayt)e  I  wouldn't  have  been  there  but  I  was  very  close  to 
where  it  broke. 

GM:      Now  when  you  say  very  close  to  where  it  broke  -  Are  we  talking  about  the  east  

BS:      The  western  end. 

GM       The  western  end.  So  if  you  had  been  maybe  a  second  further  

BS:      Ahead,  I  might  

END  OF  SIDE  ONE  OF  TAPE 
SIDE  TWO 

GM:      OK.  I  think  we're  taping.  Let  me  back  it  up  just  slightly  and  see  If  it's  working.  OK,  Mr.  »  •  '  • , 
we're  taping  again.  If  we  could  t>ack  up  just  a  moment,  1  (relieve  the  last  question  1  asked  you  was 
about  whether  you  believed  that  the  span  broke  out  from  under  you  or  whether  you  were  east  or 
west  of  it,  something  of  that  nature.  So  If  you  could  explain  that  again  please? 
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BS:      OK.  Basically,  my  feeling  is  that  I  was  directly  on  that  section  and  very  close  to  the  western  end  of 
the  section  that  dropped.  The  reason  I  think  that  is  Janice  says  that  she  recalls  actually  seeing 
the,  you  know,  the  lower  --  seeing  the  concrete  flying  and  seeing  the  lower  roadway,  or  the  upper 
roadway  rather,  just  kind  of  going  up  as  we  were  going  down.  I  had  my  eyes  closed  before  that 
point!  As  soon  as  I  felt  the  sensation,  the  dropping,  you  know,  I  knew  there  was  no  more  control 
of  the  car  and  there  was  nothing  else  I  could  do.  We  were  definitely  falling,  so  I  had  had  my  eyes 
closed  so  I  didn't  see.  The  other  reason  I  think  that  we  were  very  close  to  that  end  is  because  the 
amount  of  damage  that  was  done  to  my  car.  If  I  had  ridden  that  ramp  all  the  way  down  -  First  off,  I 
think  the  force  of  riding  the  ramp  all  the  way  down,  I  would  have  been  in  the  water  because  there 
was  enough  of  an  opening  in  front  of  me.  There  was  nothing  to  stop  me  from  going  there.  The 
second  reason  is  that  there  wasnt  much  damage,  you  know.  If  it  was  just  a  head-on  collision,  just 
smashing,  at  the  speed  I  would  have  built  up  going  down  that  ramp,  there  would  have  been  more 
damage  to  my  car.  We  didnl  seem  to  -  I  mean,  I  dont  have  any  sensation  of  time  during  that 
whole  thing.  But  we  didnt  seem  to  go  very  far,  you  know?  There  would  have  been  more  damage 
if  we  had.  So  we  were  on  the  section  when  It  dropped.  The  sensation  was  immediately  dropping 
out  from  under  us. 

GM:      OK.  After  you  dropped  and  everything  stopped,  do  you  recall  seeing  the  little  red  car  fall  over  the 
lip  that  would  have  been  to  your  right? 

BS:      I  only  saw  it  at  the  point  that  they  were  already  in  the  position  that  they  were  in  and  they  actually 
were  getting  out  of  their  vehicle  at  the  same  time  we  were  getting  out  of  ours.  But  I  didn't  see 
what  had  hapF>ened  to  them.  Like  I  said,  my  eyes  were  closed  most  of  the  way  down.  When  I 
opened  them,  I  saw  water  and  I  just  felt  my  seatt>elt,  my  door  -  what  I  needed  to  get  out  of  that  car! 

GM:      So  the  frst  Indication  to  you  that  the  red  car  was  there,  it  was  already  in  that  position? 

BS:      That's  con-ect. 

GM:      Do  you  believe  it  happened  simultaneously  to  the  time  that  you  dropped? 

BS:      Well,  I  don't  know  that  at  all.  I  just  know  that  by  the  time  that  I  was  looking  around  at  other  things 
around  me,  they  were  already  In  that  position  and  getting  out  of  their  vehicle. 

GM:      Do  you  have  any  recollection  of  time  from  the  time  that  your  car  would  have  come  to  a  complete 
stop  wedged  where  it  was  wedged  before  you  realized  that  the  red  car  was  there? 

BS:      Matter  of  seconds.  I  didn't  seem  to  go  into  any  shock.  Janice  said  that  she  had  tumed  to  me  to  try 
to  speak  and  say,  you  know,  dont  move  or  whatever  and  that  I  was  already  undoing  my  seatbett 
and  halfway  out  the  window.  So  there  was  only  a  matter  of  seconds.  It  wasn't  even  enough  trne 
for  anyone  to  talk.  It  was  li<e  an  instant  reaction  before  I  even  realized  that  there  was  anyt>ody  else 
in  the  car  with  me. 

GM:  Which  window  did  you  exit  from? 

BS:  From  the  driver's  side,  passenger  ~  The  driver's  side  window. 

GM:  Your  door  window? 

BM:  Yes. 

GM:  OK.  How  about  Janice?  How  did  she  get  out? 
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OS:       I  got  out  onto  the  hood  of  the  car  and  then  I  realized  she  wasn't  behind  me,  so  I  turned  around 
and  she  was  conscious  and  she  was  fumbling  with  her  seatbett.  She  couldn't  get  out  her  door. 
She  tried  it  and  It  was  locked.  It  did  seem  to  work  afterwards,  but  it  was  very  tight.  Because  when  I 
went  and  saw  the  car  at  the  junkyard  after  they  had  towed  it  there....  She  got  out  the  driver's  side 
window  also.  She  climbed  over  the  seat  and  climbed  out  my  window.  I  helped  her  out  onto  the 
hood  of  the  car  and  then  we  pulled  ourselves  onto  the  lower  roadway. 

GM:      OK.  Was  there  anybody  up  on  that  lower  roadway  that  assisted  you  in  getting  up? 

BS:      Yes,  there  was.  TTiere  was  actually  -- 1  think  as  I  pulled  myself  up,  people  were  just  getting  out  of 
their  cars.  And  I  stood  on  the  --  You  know,  I  stood  on  the  roadway  and  you  know,  turned  to  Janice 
to  give  her  my  hand  and  she  was  like  "I  can't  do  it;  I  cant  get  up!"  and  then  someone  had  run  over 
by  that  point  and  we  each  grabbed  her  hands  and  pulled  her  up  onto  the  lower  deck. 

GM:      OK.  Did  you  see  how  the  people  in  the  little  red  car,  how  they  got  out  of  their  car? 

BS:      Seemed  to  be  about  the  same  thing.  I  think  some  people  got  over  by  the  edge  and  gave  them  a 
hand.  They  seemed  to  have  gotten  out  on  the  passenger  side  door,  which  was  facing  us.  And 
sort  of  climbed  along  the  car  and  got  out  onto  the  trunk  and  you  know,  got  into  the  roadway.  I 
never  saw  them  after  that. 

GM:      Can  you  descrtoe  for  me  the  extent  of  your  injuries? 

BS:       I  suffered  a  compression  fracture  in  my  spine.  I've  got  sort  of  like  a  whiplash  of  the  neck,  you 

know.  Extreme  muscle  tension.  The  same  with  the  ebow;  some  sort  of  a  muscle  type  pain  on  the 
elbow  and  same  around  the  pelvis  and  waist  area. 

GM:      Were  you  treated  for  these  injuries? 

BS:      Yeah.  Do  you  want  me  to  run  through  the  whole  series  of  treatments,  or  do  you  get  to  that  In  a 
later  question? 

GM:      No.  I  really  doni  know  the  series,  but  I  just  need  to  know  where  you  were  treated. 

BS:      OK.  The  first  place  was  at  the  Treaswe  Island  Medical  Clinic  where  they  took  some  x-rays. 

GM:      Now  this  was  immediately  after  

BS:      Well,  right  after  the  accident  -  There  was  no  way  to  get  emergency  vehicles  there.  We  were  on 
our  feet  and  had  already  pulled  ourselves  out  of  the  car.  And  seemed  to  be  able  to  at  least  move. 
And  our  first  thought  was  to  get  off  the  bridge.  All  the  cars  on  the  lower  roadway  were  naturally 
facing  us  and  had  no  way  to  get  out.  Everyone  had  left  their  vehicles  and  was  walking  to  Treasure 
Island.  So  we  either  laid  on  the  section  of  the  txidge  and  hoped  another  earthquake  didn't  hit  or 
we  walked.  So  we  waHced  off  the  entire  bridge,  the  mile  and  a  half,  until  we  got  to  Treasure  Island. 
And  when  we  got  to  Treasure  Island,  we  had  stopped  -  It  was  like  a  paramedic's  or  emergency 
ambulance.  We  went  past  one  and  the  people  were  running  up  towards  the  break.  We  told  them 
we  were  the  injured  people,  but  they  only  left  one  guy  behind  and  he  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of 
trainee  or  something  and  he  just  wcinted  us  to  lay  on  the  road  there.  So  we  got  back  up  and  said 
no.  we're  getting  off  this  bridge.  We  continued  on  a  little  further  down  almost  to  Treasure  Island. 
Now  Janice  was  very  badly  hurt.  She  broke  her  sternum  and  she  broke  a  whole  bunch  of  other 
bones  and  she  was  having  a  hard  time  breathing.  So  I  woukj  just  have  walked  off  without  stopping 
people  for  help,  but  she  seemed  to  need  help.  So  I  kept  stopping  and  trying  to  get  some  help  for 
her.  We  got  down  near  the  end  and  there  was  a  Califomia  Highway  Patrolman  there  who  was 
announcing  to  everybody  to  now  turn  around  and  go  back  to  their  cars  and  drive  them  off  the 
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bridge.  And  there  was  two  vehicles  but  only  one  officer.  And  we  weren't  really  that  far  from  ' 
Treasure  Island  and  we  had  asked  him,  you  know,  could  he  drive  Janice  there.  And  he  said  no.  I 
have  to  stay  here,  I  have  to  do  this.  So  we  walked  the  rest  of  the  way.  We  got  to  Treasure  Island. 
We  got  to  a  fire  engine  that  was  there,  one  of  the  green  fire  engines,  so  I  guess  it  was  Treasure 
Island's.  And  they  called  for  the  Treasure  Island  Emergency  Clinic.  When  they  got  there,  they  laid 
us  on  the  backboards  and  they  took  us  in  the  ambulance  -  That's  when  the  real  care  started.  | 

GM:      OK.  Now  when  you  say  that  you  saw  a  Highway  Patrol  officer  and  you  talked  to  him  and  you  said 

you  saw  two  vehicles  -  Were  those  both  California  Highway  Patrol  vehicles?  I 

BS:  Yeah,  one  parked  behind  the  other.  ^ 

GM:  And  they  were  cars?  |; 

BS:  Yeah.  | 

GM:  But  you  only  saw  one  officer?  j 

BS:      There  was  only  the  one  officer  in  the  front  vehicle  who  was  talking  on  the  PA  system  telling  | 
everybody  to  return  to  their  cars.  I 

GM:  When  you  were  walking  or  running  or  whatever,  from  the  time  you  left  your  car  until  the  time  you 
saw  those  two  Highway  Patrol  Officers  -  Did  you  see  a  Highway  Patrol  Officer  anywhere  or  other 
location? 

BS:      No.  No,  there  was  none  on  the  bridge  as  we  were  walking  through  because  I  was  alert  and  I  was 
even  running  ahead  a  little  bit,  or  trying  to  run  ahead,  to  try  to  get  help  for  Janice  and  I  was  looking 
across  the  whole  bridge  and  thinking  maybe  I  could  get  a  motorcycle  cop  and  maytje  they  could 
get  her  out  fast  because  with  the  trouble  breathing,  you  know,  it  didnl  seem  moving  would  bother 
her  that  much  but  it  was,  you  know  - 1  didnt  know  how  bad  it  was.  And  I  was  looking  and  the  only 
people  I  saw  that  could  even  have  offered  any  help  were  the  ambulance  people;  no  other 
patrolmen  at  that  point. 

GM:      OK.  Very  good.  After  your  treatment,  the  Initial  treatment  at  Treasure  Island,  did  you  go  to  some 

other  medical   | 

BS:      Yeah.  They  took  us  by  ambulance,  the  Treasure  Island  ambulance,  took  us  back  over  the  bridge, 
you  know,  the  western  side  then,  to  San  Rancisco  General  Hospital  Emergency  Room.  And  they 
looked  at  my  x-rays  there  and  took  some  additional  x-rays  over  there;  took  some  nerve  tests  to 
make  sure  I  had  full  use  of  all  my  nerves  and  muscles  and  everything  like  that.  And  basically  they 
felt,  you  know,  that  I  was  good  enough  to  be  released.  I  didnt  have  to  be  admitted.  So  I  got  out  of 
there  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Janice,  the  other  person  in  the  car,  was  admitted  to  the 
hospital  and  spent  a  couple  of  days  there. 

GM:      And  this  was  at  San  Francisco  General? 

BS:      That's  correct.  Then  after  that,  I  went  to  Pacific  Presbyterian  Medical  Clinic  on  the  20th. 
GM:      Where  is  that  located? 

BS:      That* s  located  in  San  Francisco.  It's  on  Buchanan  and  Sacramento,  I  thirty.  And  I  went  over  to  the 
medical  clinic  there.  Two  problems  - 1  had  bitten  through  my  tongue  so  that's  another  injury  I 
guess  I  forgot  to  mention  earlier.  I  had  bitten  through  my  tongue  and  it  seemed  to  have  gotten 
infected  and  I  was  afraid,  you  know,  that  I  would  have  survived  the  earthquake  and  then  had  to 
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have  my  tongue  amputated  or  something!  So  I  went  in  there  for  that  and  I  also  had  a  little  bit  of 
pain  still  in  my  back,  but  it  was  a  general  pain  still  at  that  point.  They  took  some  additional  x-rays 
and  that's  when  they  found  the  compression  fracture.  And  that's  also  when  they,  you  know 
Well,  they  found  the  compression  fracture  at  that  point.  When  the  general  achiness  left,  I  went 
back  a  week  later  and  then  they  took  more  x-rays  and  they  found  -  They  took  a  pelvis  x-ray  and  a 
neck  x-ray.  And  I  think  I'm  OK  on  all  those.  It  just  seems  to  be  a  muscle  tension. 

GM:       OK.  Good. 

BS:      I  havent  really  gotten  the  results  of  the  one  of  the  neck,  but  I  guess  they  would  have  called  if  it 
was  really  bad. 

GM.      Hopefully,  yes.  OK.  And  Janice  went  to  Treasure  Island  and  then  she  went  to  San  Francisco 
General  with  you?  And  she  was  admitted? 

BS:      Right.  And  then  after  that,  she  was  transferred  over  to  Pacific  Presbyterian. 

GM:      OK.  Is  she  still  hospitalized?  Do  you  know? 

BS:      No.  She's  home  now,  but  she  had  to  bring  a  hospital  bed  home  and  stuff  and  she's  in  that. 

GM:      Let's  see  if  there  is  anything  else  that  I  need  to  talk  to  you  about.  I  can  imagine  that  the  trip  that 
you  took  that  day  was  probably  one  that  you'll  never  ever  forget! 

BS:      Yes!  Yeah,  thafs  for  sure!  It  was  quite  an  experience. 

GM:      What  company  do  you  work  for? 

BS: 

GM:      And  that's  in  San  Francisco? 
BS:  Right. 

GM:      Woukj  you  have  any  reservations  about  signing  a  medical  release  where  we  could  obtain  from  the 
hospitals  and  doctors  that  you've  been  treated  by  the  records  indicating  your  medical  conditions 
and  the  treatment  that  you  received? 

BS:  Probably  

GM:      If  you  have  problems  with  this,  then  we  can  forget  It.  If  not,  I  have  to  have  a  signed  medical  release 
from  you  which  would  authorize  them.  Otherwise,  if  we  need  them  for  any  reason  ifs  just  an 
extremely  difficult  legal  problem  to  go  through  to  get  to  them. 

BS:      As  of  right  now,  I  don't  really  know,  you  know?  I'd  like  to  say  I  have  reservations  at  this  point  but  I 
mean,  you  know,  if  someone  wants  to  talk  to  me  about  it  and  if  they,  you  know,  want  to  explain 
why  they  need  them  or  something  -  Sure.  Then  I'll  probably  sign  a  release,  but  right  now  I  still 
have  reservations. 

GM:      OK.  Very  good.  I  cant  force  you  to  sign  one  and  I'm  not  going  to  attempt  to  force  you  to  sign  one. 
Is  there  anything  else  that  comes  to  your  mind  when  you're  recounting  this  that  you  think  that  I 
might  be  interested  in?  What  we're  trying  to  do  is  just  find  out  what  traffic  conditions  were  like, 
what  went  on  up  on  the  bridge.  We  knew  that  we  had  your  car  there.  We  didn't  know,  you  know, 
your  story.  We  needed  to  get  that.  All  we  knew  as  to  your  passenger  was  what  we  read  In  the 
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newspaper,  that  her  name  was  Janice  and  she  worked  for  the  same  company  you  did  or 
something. 

BS:       OK.  Yeah.  You  had  mine  from  the  license  plate? 
GM:  Yes. 

BS:      The  main  thing  that,  you  know,  I've  been  trying  to  across  is  that  I  --  It  just  seems  impossible  to  me 
that  I  was  the  only  section  on  that  road.  I  mean,  knowing  how  many  cars  were  up  there  at  the  time 
that  I  was  there.  And  it's,  you  know,  the  conditions  that  existed  at  that  time  were  such  that  cars 
could  easily  have  just  shot  along  that  lower  roadway.  I'm  sorry,  I  mean  along  that  upper  roadway, 
then  come  diagonally  down  and  been  able  to  drive  completely  without  probably  even  shearing  off 
their  roofs  were  anything  like  that.  Fit  completely  underneath  between  the  lower  roadway  and  the 
upper  roadway. 

GM:      Do  you  recall  the  separation  of  the  lower  roadway  where  you  could  see  water  down  there? 

BS:       I'm  saying  it  was  probably  about  six  or  eight  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  upper  --  from  the  surface  of 
the  lower  roadway  to  the  now  surface  of  the  upper  road  -  which  is  now  below  the  lower.  You  know 
what  I'm  saying  so  far  -  Asphalt  to  asphalt.  I'd  say  It  was  probably  anywhere  from  six  to  eight  feet 
because  I  had  -- 1  stood  on  the  hood  of  my  car.  I  could  get,  I  think,  my  elbows  onto  the  roadway 
and  pull  my  body  up  that  way.  And  I'm  about  five  foot  ten.  So.  you  know,  it  was  probably  about  a 
foot  so  I  was  probably  five  foot  and  then  there  had  to  be  about  three  foot  that  I  was  standing  on  ~ 
So  it  was  about  eight  feet. 

GM:      OK.  Officer  Turner  came  up  here  and  has  been  sitting  here  listening  to  the  questions  that  I've 
asked  you.  He  came  in  very  shortly  after  we  started  talking.  I'm  going  to  ask  him  if  he  has  any 
further  questions  that  he  needs  to  ask  you.  He's  going  to  be  the  officer  that  fills  out  the  actual 
collision  report  on  this  thing.  OK.  His  question  was  he  wasn't  here  when  I  asked  you  whether  you 
were  wearing  seatbelts  and  you  indicated  that  yes,  you  and  Janice  both  were. 

BS:      I  dont  think  we  would  have  been  alive  if  we  weren't! 

GM:      These  were  lap  and  shoulder  harness  combinations? 

BS:  That's  correct.  In  fact,  the  seatbelts  were  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  the  broken  bones  on  Janice 
because  it  was  her  clavicle  which,  you  know,  the  shoulder  bone.  And  it  was  her  sternum  and  she 
had  some  black  and  blues  across  her  waist  where  the  seatbelts  had  hit.  I  just  seemed  to  be  made 
of  a  little  bit  tougher  stuff. 

GM:  OK. 

BS:       But  yeah,  I  always  wear  them. 

GM.      Can  you  imagine  what  those  would  have  been  without  seatbelts? 

BS:       I  think  we  would  have  been  right  through  the  windshield  and  in  the  bay.  I  mean,  it  seems  that  the 
amount  of  force  that  we  sustained  to  bend  the  car,  you  know,  to  that  extent  like  a  potato  chip  or 
something  -  I  think  it  would  have  catapulted  us  through  that  window.  Maybe  not  me  so  much 
being  under  the  wheel  - 1  dont  know  -  but  there  was  a  lot  of  force.  I  mean  our  spines  were 
compressed.  I  lost  about  an  inch  in  height! 

GM:      I'll  be  darned.  Another  question  that  Officer  Tumer  had  was  the  impacts  that  you  may  have  felt. 
When  the  span  dropped,  did  you  feel  more  than  one  impact? 
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BS:      When  the  span  dropped? 

GM:  When  the  span  dropped.  What  we  are  trying  to  determine  here  is  did  the  upper  span  drop  and  hit 
the  bottom  span,  causing  it  to  drop,  or  did  they  drop  simultaneously,  or  could  you  tell  by  anything 
you  felt  or  heard? 

BS:       No.  The  motions  that  I  felt  --  You  know,  there  was  the  up  and  down  motion  that  I  mentioned 

previously.  Janice  seems  to  recall  a  period  of  calm  for  a  second  or  two  and  then  the  only  way  I  can 
describe  it,  like  extremely  violent  motion,  was  just  when  it  broke  the  bridge  and  it  was  almost  as 
though  a  giant  had  grabbed  the  end  of  the  bridge  on  the  Oakland  side  and  just  given  It  a  little 
shake  like  you  do  with  a  tablecloth  or  something  like  that.  And  it  was  like  that  and  that's  when  it  just 
gave  way.  If  it  wasnl  for  that  last  shake  ~  Now  after  that  point,  I  was  pretty  much  airborne  and  then  I 
felt  nothing  more.  I  didnt  feel  the  crash.  I  didnt  feel  our  car  hit.  I  didn't  feel  the  compression.  All  I 
knew  was  we  had  stopped,  you  know?  So  I  dont  recall.  From  the  appearances  on  the  pictures 
and  everything  I've  looked  at  real  close  afterwards,  you  know,  photographs  and  all  that  --  Our 
section  came  down  totally  intact.  The  bottom  section  looked  like  it  was  all  smashed  up  into  pieces 
and  I  think  we  smashed  through  the  lower  roadway  but  there  is  nothing  from  what  I  can  recall  that  I 
know  about  that.  But  I  was  like  a  total  blank  as  I  was  going  down.  My  eyes  were  closed.  My  mind 
had  gone  totally  blank.  There  was  no  flashing  of  my  life  before  my  eyes.  I  thought  I  was  going  to 
die  and  my  mind  just  sutxionsciously  must  have  shut  off.  Like  you're  not  supposed  to  be  able  to 
dream  that  you  died?  I  think  it  was  that  kind  of  defense  mechanism  that  clicked  in. 

GM:  What  had  been  your  destination  that  afternoon? 

BS:  We  were  heading  back  to  the  home  office  of  the  company  that  we  work  for. 

GM:  And  where  had  you  been? 

BS:  We  had  been  out  at  one  of  the  job  sites  doing  an  inspection. 

GM:  And  what  city  is  that? 

BS:  In  Oakland. 

GM:  Oakland,  OK.  Very  good. 

BS:  OK.  I'm  glad  I  finally  got  you  guys  the  information  you  needed.  Gosh,  you've  been  on  my 
answering  machine  every  day! 

GM:      OK.  One  other  question  that  Officer  Turner  just  pointed  out.  On  our  form  we  need  to  know 
whether  you  had  been  drinking. 

BS:       No!  We  were  at  work. 

GM:      OK.  Very  good.  Mr.  •  •  •  • ,  thank  you  very  much  for  calling. 
BS:  OK. 

GM:  If  you  have  any  further  questions,  don't  hesitate  to  call.  You  have  the  number  and  we're  here  and 
will  be  for  quite  some  time.  I'm  sure. 

BS:       OK.  Thank  you  very  much.  Bye-bye. 

GM:      TTiank  you  again.  Bye.  END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-1A,  ,,,,,,  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

Novemt)€r  17. 1989.  The  interview  began  at  0810  hours  and  concluded  at  0905  hours.  The  following  is  a 
edited  transcription  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTinCATlON: 

DT:     Investigator  Dennis  Turner 
JF: 


DT:   number  81 32.  I'll  be  attempting  to  contact  it  is  now 

November  17, 1989  at  approximately  8:10  A.M.  Ms.  •  "  •  •  '  is  a  passenger  in  the  Mazda  626 
that  was  westbound  on  the  Bay  Bridge  the  evening  of  the  earthquake. 

DT:      This  is  Officer  Tumer.  I'm  now  tape  recording  the  conversation  with  Ms.  • 

involving  the  earthquake  on  October  17th.  Ms.  •  •  •  .  .  for  our  records  would  you  please 
identify  yourself? 

JF:       My  name  is  ........ 

DT:      Can  we  get  a  home  address  for  you  please? 

JF:   

DT:      And  a  driver's  license  number  if  you  have  It  convenient  there? 
JF: 

DT:      OK.  What  we  have  here  is  a  series  of  questions  about  the  incident  the  evening  of  the  earthquake. 
I'll  be  investigating  two  aspects  of  the  evening:  One,  the  accident  involving  the  vehicle  you  were 
riding  in,  the  actual  incident  of  hitting  the  bridge  itself;  and  two,  the  actual  earthquake  incident.  So 
I'll  be  asking  questions  along  both  lines  of  that. 

JF:      OK.  I  have  to  tell  you  that  at  this  point  I  have  contacted  an  attorney. 

DT:      That's  fine. 

JF:       I  don't  know  what  his  - 1  mean,  this  is  just  an  accident  report,  con-ect? 

DT:      OK.  There's  two  incidents  we're  doing  -  an  accident  report  because  you  were  a  passenger  in  a 

vehicle  in  which  you  were  hiFt  which,  under  the  California  law,  has  to  be  completed  within  so  many 
days.  The  second  one  is  a  general  information  for  the  bridge.  Any  question  I  ask  that  you  feel  you 
dont  want  to  answer,  just  say  so  and  we'll  stop  that  question  right  there.  I  don't  want  to  force  any 
information  out  of  you. 

JF:       Right.  I  mean,  I  just  don't  know  what  I  should  or  shouldn't  t>e  saying  at  this  point  I  guess.  Never 
having  been  involved  In  this  kind  of  thing  before  

DT:      Well,  considering  that  very  few  people  anywhere  have  been  involved  in  an  incident  of  this  nature, 
ifs  difficult  for  all  of  us. 

JF:  Right. 
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DT:      OK.  Is  there  a  business  number  where  you  can  be  reached  during  the  daytime  in  two  or  three 
months  after  this  incident  is  over  if  somebody  has  to  contact  you? 

JF:       It's  •*»•♦••»•*»»»»•••»»♦•*• 

DT:      OK.  I'll  start  with  the  general  questions  as  to  where  you  were  coming  from  so  we  can  locate  a 
direction  on  the  bridge  of  travel. 

JF:  OK.  We  were  coming  from  Oakland. 

DT:  So  you  were  westbound  from  Oakland.  How  often  do  you  use  this  route  on  the  bridge? 

JF:  I  probably  go  over  two  -  three  times  a  month.  But  it  was  the  wrong  day! 

DT:  Wrong  day,  yeah!  And  how  long  have  you  been  doing  this  type  of  travel  across  the  bridge? 

J  F:  The  last  six  months. 

DT:  Are  you  familiar  with  the  normal  traffic  patterns  of  the  bridge  at  this  time  of  day? 

JF:  Yes. 

DT:  Based  on  your  experience  of  that,  what  would  you  consider  the  traffic  conditions  that  day? 

JF:       I'd  say  that  they  were  fairly  normal  to  light.  I  mean,  I've  never  experienced  heavy  traffic  going  back 
into  San  Francisco  after  4:30. 

DT:      And  the  trip  you  were  coming  back  into  the  incident,  on  the  day  of  the  incident,  what  lane  were 
you  traveling  in? 

JF:       I  really  don't  know.  I  think  it  was  the  second  from  the  left,  from  the  fast  lane,  like  one  in  from  the  fast 
lane,  ft  was  either  that  one  or  two  in  from  there,  because  (unintelligible). 

DT:      And  can  you  

JF:       I  remember  ~  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  remember  as  we  were  approaching  the  bridge,  they  were 
saying;  there  was  a  sign  up  saying  that  the  left  lane  was  closed  ahead.  And  I  know  we  definitely 
weren't  in  the  left  lane. 

DT:      OK.  Where  is  this  sign  that  you  say  said  left  lane  closed  ahead?  Where  was  that  sign  at? 
JF:      After  the  red  and  green  lights. 
DT:      That  flashing  warning  sign? 
JF:  Yes. 
DT:  OK. 

JF:      Yeah,  it  was  a  flashing,  warning  sign.  I  doni  know  whether  there'd  been  a  stopped  automobile  or 
they  were  working  on  the  road,  or  just  -  All  I  remember  is  that  there  was  a  sign  and  it  said  the  left 
lane  was  closed,  and  so  Bruce  had  moved  over. 
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DT:      OK.  Can  you  estimate  the  speed  at  which  you  were  traveling  as  you  approached  the  bridge  up  at 
the  top  there? 

JF:       Well,  I'm  sure  that  he  was  traveling  somewhere  around  55  miles  an  hour,  you  know,  just  before 
that.  I  mean,  we  were  just  traveling  in  traffic  and  it  wasnl  that  heavy.  I  dont  remember  seeing 
anyone  immediately  in  front  of  us. 

DT.      OK,  we'll  get  to  that  question  here  in  just  a  minute  down  here.  There  were  just  the  two  of  you  in 
the  vehicle,  you  and  Bruce? 

JF:  Right. 

DT:      Do  you  know  where  on  the  bridge  structure  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

JF:      Just  -  I'm  sure  that  we  were  on       That's  kind  of  hard  for  me  to  answer  actually.  With  the  way 

everything  happened.  I  wasnt  sure  whether  we  were  actually  on  the  piece  that  broke  at  the  time  or 
we  had  traveled  on  to  it.  But  in  seeing  pictures  of  it  afterward,  I  guess  we  had  to  be  on  the  actual 
piece  as  it  fell.  I  remember  seeing  something  breaking  in  front  of  us,  the  structure  of  the  bridge 

breaking  in  front  of  us,  so      But  it  seemed  like  such  a  long  time  that  I  thought  for  sure  that  we  had 

to  keep  going. 

DT:      And  your  first  indication  that  there  was  something  wrong  was  as  you  saw  the  bridge  breaking  in 
front  of  you? 

JF:       No.  The  first  indication  that  something  might  be  wrong,  Bruce  and  I  were  talking.  The  back  end 

sort  of  wiggled  and  he  said,  "What's  wrong  with  my  car?"  And  I  rememt>er  sort  of  -  I  dont  know  why 
we  this  instinctively,  but  I  remember  turning  over  my  left  shoulder  and  saying  to  him,  "Do  you  have 
a  flat?"  And  tfien  it  felt  as  if  the  air  in  the  front  tires  had  just  been  out.  I  mean,  instead  of  ~  It  wasnt 
like  -- 1  mean,  he  didn't  lose  any  control  of  the  car,  but  it  was  just  like  the  air  or  the  car  just  sunk 
down.  It  was  as  if  we  actually  lost  height,  but  it  wasn't  a  bang.  We  just  sunk  down.  And  at  that  point 
then,  I  thought  that  we  had  a  blowout  and  that  he  might  lose  control  and  we'd  go  into  the  right 
lane.  And  then  I  looked  out  the  right  hand,  the  passenger  window,  and  I  saw  the  bridge  moving. 
And  I  thought  -  And  I  don't  know,  I  cant  prove  this!  -  but  it  was  something  I  thought  I  saw.  There 
was  a  car  to  my  right  -  not  the  lane  right  next  to  me  but  one  over  -  and  I  thought  I  saw  the  door  open 
and  somebody  standing  out  beside  it.  And  then  at  that  moment,  I  said,  "It's  an  earthquake." 

DT:      OK.  Now  this  car  you  think  you  saw  to  the  right  -  Can  you  descrit)e  the  color  or  

JF:       I  believe  it  was  white,  and  I  believe  it  a  small,  compact  type  car. 

DT:      At  any  time  around  this  time  when  you  were  tooking  to  the  right  and  seeing  this  small  car  with  the 
person  standing  near  it,  did  you  see  any  Caltrans  trucks  -  the  orange  tow  trucks  -  or  anything  of  this 
nature? 

JF:       I  dont  remember. 

DT:      Because  there  was  a  calbox  call  saying  there  was  a  stall  up  there.  That's  why  we're  -  And  that  car 
you  saw  might  have  been  the  stall,  so  we're  trying  to  locate  that  person.  OK. 

JF:       And  I  believe  -  and  I  dont  know  this,  I  mean  -  It  all  happened  so  very,  very  quickly.  I  believe  that 
instead  of  having  the  passenger  door  open,  they  were  in  the  far  right  lane,  and  that  the  driver  - 
pardon  me;  instead  of  the  driver's  door  open,  they  had  the  passenger's  door  open.  Which,  if  it 
was  a  stall,  it  certainly  would  have  made  sense. 
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DT:      Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  as  this  incident,  as  the  bridge  movement  that  you  are 
describing,  started? 

JF:       Well,  I  believe  that  the  earthquake  was  fairiy  well  along  by  the  trne  we  really  recognized  it.  And  it 
seemed  -  I  mean,  in  that  one  split  second  that  I  said  no,  ifs  an  earthquake  -  Can  you  hold  on  just 
for  a  second? 

DT:  Um-hum. 

JF:       Sorry.  Anyway,  I  said  It's  an  earthquake  and  there  was  like  a  frozen  look  on  my  face  looking  out  the 
side  window  and  then  my  attention  was  brought  back  sort  of  in  front  of  me,  because  for  a  second, 
just  a  flash  of  a  second.  It  seemed  like  utter  silence.  And  then  It  started  ripping  and  the  pavement 
just  pulled  up  in  front  of  us.  And  it  sounded  like  dynamite.  IVe  never  t>een  around  dynamite,  but 
that's  what  I  imagine  from  the  TV  programs  or  something  like  that,  you  know?  It  was  just  -  It  was 
very  loud,  explosion-type  noise.  Even  though  I  had  said  it  sounds  like  an  earthquake,  in  my  mind  I 
remember  thinking  there  were  terrorists  on  the  bridge. 

DT:      OK.  I'm  going  to  ask  a  couple  of  questions  about  that  bridge  thing  in  a  few  minutes.  We'll  get  back 
to  that. 

JF:       But  you  were  asking  alXHrt  the  motion  of  the  car? 
DT:  Yes  

JF:  It  was  pretty  ~  At  that  point,  I  mean,  I  dont  think  that  we  were  swerving.  We  were  still  moving,  you 
know,  from  speed.  Bruce  had  pumped  the  brakes  a  couple  of  times,  so  I  know  that  there  was  still 
some  movement  of  the  car.  But  I  have  no  idea  at  that  point  what  our  speed  was. 

DT:      Bruce  mentioned  when  I  talked  to  him  yesterday  that  the  car  felt  like  It  was  bouncing  up  and  down. 
Did  you  get  that  sensation?  As  he  was  slowing  or  putting  the  brakes  on,  pumping  the  t>rakes,  he 
felt  like  the  car  had  no  shock  absort)ers;  it  was  bouncing.  Do  you  remember  that  feeling  of  an  up 
and  down  movement? 

JF:       I  doni  remember.  No,  I  cant  say  that  I  do  remember  that. 

DT:      That's  OK.  I  know  Ifs  been  a  very  traumatic  experience  for  the  two  of  you.  You  probably  went 
through  worse  than  anybody  on  the  bridge  we've  talked  to. 

JF:  Well,  except  for  the  car  that  ended  up  flying  into  it! 

DT:  Yeah. 

JF:  Excuse  me  again.  I'm  sorry.  I'm  trying  to  get  my  daughter  off  to  school  here  and  

DT:  That's  fine. 

JF:  OK. 

DT:  OK.  You  mentioned  there  was  a  vehicle  off  to  the  right.  Did  you  see  any  other  traffic  riding  in  that 
same,  what  do  you  call  It,  safety  zone  around  you;  say  within  two  to  three  car  lengths  around  you? 

JF:  Well,  I  know  that  when  we  first  thought  we  had  a  flat  tire  and  I  thought  it  was  coming  from  the  back 
rear,  that  there  was  a  car  to  our  left  rear.  But  I  would  say  it  was  probat)ly  a  half  a  length  behind  the 
end  of  our  car  and  in  the  left,  to  the  left  of  us.  There  was  something  there.  I  mean,  we  weren't 
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traveling  --  The  thing  that  I  dont  understand  is  I  know  we  weren't  traveling  alone  down  that 
freeway.  There  were  cars  around  us.  It  wasnt  congested,  but  there  were  definitely  cars  around 
us,  so       You  know,  I  don't  know  what  happened  to  them! 

DT:      That's  what  we're  trying  to  find  out.  We've  got  -- 1  dont  know  whether  you've  heard  on  the  news  or 
not,  but  we  have  a  telephone  line  now  asking  people  that  were  on  the  bridge  to  call  us.  We're 
trying  to  find  these  people,  find  out  what  happened. 

JF:       In  your    1  mean,  I  have  to  tell  you  that  I've  been  very  isolated  in  the  beginning  weeks  because  first 
of  all,  I  just  wanted  my  family,  my  friends  around  me  and  -  healing,  you  know?  And  I  didnt  watch 
any  TV  and  I  --  People  brought  me  newspapers  but  I  didnt  read  anything  for  the  first  like  week  and 
a  half.  And  I  just  figured  well,  they've  done  this.  Assured  me  that  they  have  actually  done  some 
kind  of  screening  of  the  Bay  and  there  are  no  cars  down  there. 

DT:      Well,  we  had  divers  in  the  water  the  night  of  the  earthquake  and  at  the  time,  we  did  not  find  any 
obvious  signs.  Usually  when  a  vehicle  goes  into  the  water,  there  are  signs,  you  know?  Oil  slicks, 
air  bubbles,  debris  -  something.  And  there  were  no  signs  at  that  time  that  there  were  any  vehicles 
in  there. 

JF:       I  know  Bruce  and  I  have  discussed  this  and  I  know  the  moment  that  it  stopped  and  the  car  hit,  I 
remember  thinking  when  you  open  your  eyes,  you  cire  going  to  see  an  awful  mess!  And  I 
remember  thinking  that,  you  know,  there  were  going  to  be  mangled  bodies  and  other  people 
because  there  were  other  people  around  us.  And  all  I  can  say  is  thank  goodness,  there  wasnt! 
But  It  does,  I  mean  --  In  the  recounts  that  I've  read  thus  far.  you  know,  nobody  said  oh  and  we  saw 
them  go  off  or  anything.  And  I'm  thinking  -  What  happened  to  these  people?  Where  eire  they? 
Where  did  they  go? 

DT:      That's  why  we  have  that  phone  line.  We're  trying  to  get  to  these  people.  We're  getting  phone 
calls  in  today  now  -  People  are  finally  starting  to  call  back,  so  hopefully  we'll  locate  some  of  these 
people  that  were  driving  around  you  when  this  occurred.  OK.  The  next  question  doesnt  really 
pertain  to  you  because  you  made  no  contact  with  any  other  vehicle.  I'd  like  to  go  through  now  the 
sequence  of  what  happened  as  you  realized  the  bridge  was  opening  up  In  front  of  you.  The 
question  they  have  here  is  "Did  your  strike  any  portion  of  the  bridge?"  Well,  we  know  obviously 
that  you  did  since  you  rode  it  down. 

JF:       I  think  after  the  fact  we  did.  yeah. 

DT:  Can  you  go  through  the  sequence  of  what  happened?  You  said  you  saw  the  roadway  opening 
up.  Can  you  go  from  there  and  tell  me  the  sensation  you  had  of  going  with  the  bridge?  Did  the 
bridge  just  drop  out  and  you  fall  down  on  top  of  it.  or       Can  you  kind  of  go  through  that  for  me? 

JF:       Well,  it  was  more  of  a  -  For  myself,  more  of  a  mental  thing.  I  think  at  first  when  I  saw  the  bridge 

ripping  in  front  of  me,  I  vaguely  remember  sort  of  a  denial  that  this  couldnt  be  happening.  Oh  my 
Gosh!,  you  know?  And  the  next  thing  I  saw  was  there  was  water.  Because  It  began.  I  guess,  to  tilt. 
It  didnt  take  --  It  didnt  seem  like  it  took  much  for  that  piece  to  rip.  And  yet  after,  you  know  ~  I  think 
logically;  well,  the  earthquake  had  to  t>e  going  on  for  some  time.  It  didnt  just  split  in  the  beginning. 
But  then  I  think  well,  wait  a  minute.  It  was  such  a  long  time  happening.  I  mean,  it  -  I  have  told 
people  that  I  need  somelxxly  to  show  me  how  long  it  takes  for  a  piece  of  pavement  that  long  and 
that  big  to  fall  with  a  car  on  it  as  far  as  it  fell  because  my  brain  says  it  would  take  just  seconds,  but  I 
was  in  that  car  -  and  it  was  a  very  long  time! 

DT:      Probably  seemed  like  an  eternity! 
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JF:       Well,  I  had  so  many  thoughts.  And  they  were  clear  thoughts  and  they  were  thoughts  that  I  clearly, 
distinctly  remember  having.  My  brain  -- 1  just  cant  imagine  how  my  brain  could  think  that  fast,  but 
I'm  Sony  -  but  It  was  so  fast  anyway.  The  bridge  was  ripping.  I  saw  it  happening.  There  was  this 
denial  that  no,  this  couldnt  be  happening.  I  told  myself  that  I  had  to  stay  alert.  I  had  to  watch  what 
was  happening  so  I'd  be  able  to  take  care  of  myself  afterwards,  so  I'd  know  where  I  was.  I 
remember  like  just  forcing  myself  to  watch.  And  we  started  falling  and  I  think  instantaneously,  even 
before  tt  started  ripping  or  as  it  ripped,  Bruce  yelled  we  were  going  to  die.  And  I  said  no,  we're  not 
-  Just  hold  on.  And  I  remember  fcxacing  myself,  you  know,  sticking  my  feet  as  firmly  and  flat  on  the 
floor  and  my  arms  to  my  side  and  sitting  as  firmly  as  I  could  in  the  seat.  There  was  this  force  of 
falling.  I  saw  the  water  in  front  of  us  and  I  thought  for  sure  that  we  were  going  to  go  into  the  water. 
And  I  just  said  to  myself  the  car  will  hit  at  such  an  angle  that  the  windshield  will  break  and  he'll  be 
able  to  swim  out  and  he'll  be  OK.  I  thought  of  my  daughter.  And  I  remember  thinking  this  is  like  a 
ride  at  Marriott's  and  I  want  off,  but  hold  on  -  it's  almost  over.  All  you  have  to  do  is  hold  on  and  you'll 
be  OK.  And  those  were  thoughts  that  I  had.  They  were  not  things  that  came  to  me  aftenwards  so  if 
my  brain  can  think  that  fast,  it  was  a  long  time.  The  next  thing  I  knew  I  had  lost  - 1  wasn't  -  My  eyes 
did  close  because  I  think  that  was  when  we  actually  hit.  And  my  body  was,  you  know,  the  doctor 
explained  to  me  that  your  back  just  like  folds,  your  body  just  folds  over  in  the  impact.  So  at  that 
point,  I  guess,  I  closed  my  eyes  as  a  reflex.  When  I  opened  them,  the  first  thing  I  saw  was  water 
straight  in  front  of  us.  I  didnt  see  -  There  wasnt  anything  -  My  first  thing  was  just  water.  So  I  had 
no  idea  where  we  were,  but  I  knew  I  wasnt  in  the  water!  It  was  still  a  good  ways  down.  So  I  didn't 
want  to  move  and  then  I  realized  that  the  dashboard  was  OK,  so  I  must  be  OK.  It  seemed  to  be  all 
intact,  so  I  must  be  OK.  And  I  turned  to  Bruce  to  tell  him  not  to  move  because  I  didnt  know  how 
stable  the  car  was.  And  he  was  undoing  his  seatbett,  and  it  was  all  like  just  one  movement  -  He 
undid  his  seatbelt  and  he  was  out  the  window.  And  I  was  holding  my  breath  because  I  was 
speechless,  fearing  that  the  car  was  going  to  tumble  at  that  point.  And  then  he  got  onto  the  hood 
of  the  car  and  he  raised  himself  up.  I  saw  that  he  was  holding  on  to  something  above  him  and 
standing  there  yelling  at  me  to  get  out  of  the  car.  And  so  I  went  to  undo  my  seatbett  and  then  I 
noticed  that  my  door,  which  I  had  locked  when  I  got  in,  was  still  locked  and  I  said  I  cant  get  out 
because  my  door  is  locked.  So  he  said  well,  get  out  the  same  way  I  did.  So  I  moved  over  to  his 
seat,  went  to  raise  myself  ~  For  just  a  second,  my  right  foot  got  caught  under  his  seat,  but  I  was 
able  to  get  that  free.  And  then  he  pulled  my  left  shoulder  and  left  arm  and  helped  me  on  to  the 
hood  of  the  car.  And  I  remember,  just  for  a  second,  looking  down  and  seeing,  you  know,  that 
there  was  no  place  for  me  to  stand  alongside  the  car.  So  I  made  sure  my  body  got  onto  the  hood 
of  the  car.  And  as  I  was  gathering  my  balance,  getting  my  balance,  he  pulled  himself  up.  It  was  sort 
of  like  a  leap  onto  the  tower  deck  and  I  remember  thinking,  "How  could  he  do  that?"  He  just  sort  of 
flew  up  in  the  air!  And  then  I  thought  to  myself,  I  cant  do  that.  And  he  then  lowered  himself  on  the 
upper  deck,  turned  around  and  put  his  hands  down  and  yelled,  "Janice,  give  me  your  hand!"  And 
I  remember  standing  up  on  the  hood  of  the  car,  sticking  both  my  hands  above  my  head,  looking  in 
fl-ont  of  me  -  and  there  was  just  this  drop  to  the  Bay.  And  I  looked  up  at  Bruce  and  I  said,  "Dont 
you  dare  drop  me!"  He  said,  "Dont  worry;  I  have  you."  And  as  he  reached  down,  he  could  barely 
grab  by  wrist  and  I  was  standing  with  my  hands  above  my  head.  And  all  of  a  sudden,  a  gentleman, 
a  young  man,  came  running  towards  us  and  grabbed  my  right  hand  as  Bruce  had  begun  to  pull  on 
my  left.  And  then  I  remembered  psx  letting  my  body  go  limp  and  letting  them  pull  me  up.  As  they 
did,  my  right  leg  fl-om  the  knee  down  banged  against  the  broken  part  of  the  lower  deck  that  they 
were  pulling  me  up  to.  And  the  moment  I  got  there,  I  stood  up  and  I  started  walking  toward  San 
Francisco.  And  Bruce  ran  ciround  in  front  of  me  and  said,  "What  are  you  doing?"  And  I  said  I  dont 
know  how  secure  this  section  Is.  I  dont  want  to  be  here.  I  want  to  get  away  from  here.  And  I  just 
tried  walking.  And  it  wasnt  until  then  that  I  realized  I  was  in  trouble. 

DT:      OK.  I'm  going  to  go  back  to  --  You  said  you  reached  up  and  Bruce  and  some  other  gentleman  ~ 
Can  you  describe  that  gentleman  for  me? 


JF:       Yes.  Young,  blond,  nice-looking,  a  healthy  ail-American  kid.  I  happen  to  know  that  since  then,  I  - 
I've  done  a  couple  of  interviews  and  I  told  people  that  this  Good  Samaritan  had  helped  me.  His 
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name  is 

DT:      Yeah.  I  just  wanted  to  make  sure  you  knew  who  he  was.  We  have  put  Mr.  •  •  »  *  •  in  for  a 
commendation. 

JF:       Yes.  Well,  I  have  to  tell  you  that,  I  mean,  he  was  there  in  a  split  second. 

DT:      OK.  But  we  had  to  verify  who  he  was  in  relation  to  you  because  you  and  Bruce  were  the  only  two 
that  could  identify  him.  So  that's  why  we  ask  

JF:       Right.  I'd  also  comment,  you  know  -- 1  don't  know  what  kind  of  commendations  there  are,  but  there 
was  a  young  lady  who  instantly  --  When  she  saw  that  Bruce,  I  guess,  had  come  up  from  below  and 
then  she  saw  me  there,  she  came  over  and  you  know,  asked  if  we  were  OK  and  asked  what  she 
could  do  for  us.  And  I  told  her  that  I  was  fine,  I  just  needed,  you  know,  to  get  away  from  there.  We 
needed  help,  that  I  was  hurt.  And  she  walked  with  us  from  that  point.  She  walked  with  me  and  she 
stayed  with  me  the  entire  time.  Her  name  is 

DT:  •  •  •  <- and  the  last  name  again? 

JF:  ,«••••**«***•• 

DT:  Do  you  have  a  phone  number,  an  address  or  something? 

JF:  I  have  a  business  phone  number. 

DT:  If  you'll  give  me  that,  we'll  contact  her. 

JF:  OK.  Ifs  downstairs  and  we'll  finish  the  rest  and  then  remind  me,  OK?  I  know  that  she  was  a 
passenger  on  the  bus  as  well. 

DT:      OK.  Well,  that  tells  me  how  she  got  there  then! 

JF:  Yes. 

DT:      OK.  I  know  you  were  injured  and  the  accounts  we've  got  from  the  press  involving  your  name  -  All 
they  say  is  Janice  and  we  weren't  sure  who.  I'd  like  to  go  through  the  sequence  of  how  you  got  to 
your  medical  treatment  and  then  basically  what  your  injuries  were.  According  to  Bruce's 
conversation,  you  walked  from  where  you  were  there  at  the  edge  of  the  break  back  toward 
Treasure  Island. 

JF:  Con-ect. 

DT:      You  encountered  an  ambulance  out  there  at  that  time? 

JF:      Yes.  It  was  just  an  ambulance.  I  would  like  to  mention  that  there  was  a  gentleman  who  ran  up 
afterwards  -  and  I  don't  remember  whether  or  not  it  was  before  or  after  the  ambulance  -  but  he 
asked  me.  you  know,  if  I  was  cold  to  check  and  see  if  I  was  into  shock  and  I  said  no  and  he  offered 
me  his  jacket.  Me  said  he'd  been  trained  to  help  in  cases,  you  know,  like  emergencies.  I  said  are 

you  a  doctor  arxJ  he  said  no.  And  I  said  no.  I  was  fine.  And  then  we  did  encounter  this   Bruce 

came  back  to  me  and  said  there  was  an  ambulance    ahead.  It's  not  much  further.  Keep  walking. 
And  I  could  see  the  light  of  the  ambulance  through  the  traffic.  And  then  these  two  young  men 
came  up  and  they  had  on  like  blue  uniforms.  I  believe  the  ambulance  was  green  and  white;  I'm  not 
sure.  They  were  just  in  the  traffic.  They'd  been,  I'm  sure,  going  back  to  the  East  Bay  and  they 
were  just  in  one  of  the  lanes,  stuck  in  the  traffic.  And  one  young  man  took  my  arm  to,  you  know,  as 
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people  do  when  they  want  to  help  someone  walk.  I  remember  telling  them  not  to  touch  me,  that  it 
hurt.  And  he  was  walking  back  with  me.  He  didnt  have  a  radio  and  they  didnt  have  any 
communication  with  anyone  else.  And  I  know  that  somebody  else  had  gone  back  to  get  some 
equipment  or  something  from  the  ambulance.  And  I  don't  know,  but  I  think  that  the  people  who 
came  from  the  ambulance  -  We  met  them  about  five  or  six  car  lengths  away  from  the  ambulance,  or 
maybe  further.  We  got  to  the  ambulance  and  they  put  a  board  up  behind  me  and  just  told  me  to  let 
go  and  they  would  lower  me  onto  this  board  onto  the  structure.  They  did  that.  I  think  I  already  had 
a  collar  placed  around  my  neck  at  that  point.  And  when  they  had  me  lying  down  flat,  it  was  just  too 
painful.  I  felt  like  there  were  boulders  on  my  chest  and  back  squashing  me.  So  I  asked  them  to  sit 
me  up  and  I  don't  remember  exactly,  but  I  just  felt  like   The  other  thing  was  the  motor  was  running 
and  I  asked  them  to  turn  it  off.  They  said  they  couldnl  because  they  would  lose  their  lights.  And  I 
said  they  didn't  need  their  lights.  And  I  just  realized  they  couldnl  go  anywhere,  they  couldn't  get 
me  any  help.  And  I  needed  to  sit  up  and  when  I  went  to  sit  up,  I  just  -  I  remember  thinking  I'm  not  in 
good  hands.  I  need  to  keep  going. 

DT:      OK.  So  you  went  from  there  to  where? 

JF:       We  continued  walking.  I  remember  two  women  coming  over  and  asking  me  If  they  could  do 

anything  and  saying  no.  You  know,  Peggy  was  walking  with  me  and  Bruce  was  running  ahead 
looking  for  help.  They  were  making  a  few  jokes  like  I  said  I  wanted  my  dollar  back  from  the  bridge. 
Bruce  said  he  was  trying  to  find  a  car  phone  but  that  they  couldnt  get  anyone  in  to  help  us.  And 
he  kept  asking  me  if  I  was  OK.  And  then  he  came  back  and  he  said  there  were  some  Highway 
Patrolmen  up  there  but  they  cant  help  us,  they  were  directing  traffic.  And  I  said  Bullshit!  And  I 
walked  on  the  passenger  side  of  the  first  Highway  Patrol  car  and  immediately  behind  it  was  the 
second  Highway  Patrol  car.  And  I  walked  around  the  car  to  the  driver's  side  where  a  uniformed 
Highway  Patrol  officer  stood.  He  was  a  tall,  blond,  very  nice-looking  young  man.  He  was  polite  and 
he  smiled.  And  I  looked  at  hffn  with  - 1  had  this  collar  on  at  the  time  and  I  had  blood  on  my  knee 
because  I  had  cut  my  knee.  And  I  was  holding  my  chest  and  I  remember  standing  there  telling  him 
that  we  had  been  on  the  upper  deck  and  that  we  had  fallen  below  the  lower  deck,  we  had  been 
pulled  up  to  the  lower  deck  and  had  been  walking  and  that  I  needed  help.  And  he  smiled  at  me 
and  said  he  couldnt  offer  me  any  help.  "I'm  sorry  I  cant  help  you.  We're  here  to  direct  the  traffic 
and  there's  no  way  that  we  can  get  you  anywhere."  And  I  said  well,  what  should  we  do?  I  need 
help  -  I'm  having  a  hard  time  breathing.  And  he  said  I'm  sorry.  And  I  remember  at  that  point  thinking 
-  Excuse  me,  but  -  Goddamn  You!  You're  supposed  to  be  here  to  help  people!  And  I  wanted  to 
get  his  name  or  his  badge  number  and  my  eyes  felt  like  -  It  seemed  like  they  were  going  in  and  out 
on  me  and  I  couldnt  focus  on  that.  And  I  thought  to  myself  -  Just  save  your  strength;  you  need  to 
just  keep  going.  And  I  do  remember  a  motorcycle  policeman  because  Bruce  and  I  talked  about  it 
earlier  that  if  there  was  a  motorcycle,  maybe  they  could  get  me  a  ride  through  all  the  traffic.  And  I 
laughed  and  said  just  when  you  need  one,  there's  never  one  around!  And  then  this  motorcycle 
policeman  had  been  approached,  the  Highway  Patrol,  these  two  Highway  Patrol  cars  and  I  saw  the 
size  of  the  motorcycle  and  I  said  there's  no  way  I  can  put  my  body  on  that.  It  was  too  painful  to 
even,  you  know,  imagine  riding.  But  the  police  officer  said  that,  you  know,  I  should  keep  walking 
as  well.  And  as  I  tumed  around  then  to  keep  walking,  I  saw  cars  turning  around  and  heading  back 
towards  San  Francisco.  So  quite  frankly,  I  want  to  know  who  that  officer  is  and  I  want  to  know  If 
there  were  two  Highway  Patrol  cars,  why  they  didnt  put  me  in  one  of  them  and  put  their  lights  on 
and  get  me  through  that  traffic  as  quickly  as  they  could.  I  know  it  would  have  taken  time,  but  

DT:      Well,  this  is  part  of  what  we're  doing  with  this  investigation  -  to  find  out  what  we  did  wrong.  This  is 
one  of  the  things  we're  trying  to  find  out. 

JF:       I  know.  I  mean  I  have  to  tell  you  that  the  gentleman  was  very  nice.  I  know  he  was  very  young,  and 
I'm  certain  that,  because  I  talked  to  other  people  along  the  way  -  People  were  - 1  mean,  one  of  my 
reasons  for  leaving  the  ambulance  people  ~  I  thought  they  were  more  of  a  state  of  shock  than  I 
was.  I  think,  you  know  - 1  think  a  lot  of  people  were  very,  very  petrified  and  scared.  But  as  a  citizen 
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and  a  taxpayer,  I  expect  the  Highway  Patrolmen  to  offer  assistance. 

DT:      We  agree.  This  is  why  we're  trying  to  find  out  who  did  what,  or  what  they  didn't  do.  In  this  case,  It's 
something  they  didn't  do.  We're  not  happy  with  the  events  here. 

JF:       Well,  certainly!  I  know  that  people  aren't  going  to  be  happy  when  they  hear  this  story  and  you 
know,  I'm  a  firm  believer  -  I've  fortunately  never  been  involved  in  an  accident  that  required 
Highway  Patrol  assistance.  And  I've  been  stopped  mayt)e  once  or  twice  and  given  warnings  --  And 
they've  always  been  very  nice,  very  gentlemanly,  very  helpful  and  -  Not  gentlemanly,  because  I 
remember  being  stopped  once  by  a  woman!  But  I  just  feel  that,  you  know,  this  guy  didn't  -  It's  as  If 
he  didnl  believe  my  story.  And  yet  I  was  wearing  a  collar  and  I  had  blood  on  me. 

DT:      OK.  So  after  you  talked  to  this  officer  and  I'm  sure  we're  going  to  identify  him.  It's  -  Because  more 

tfian  one  person       I  mean,  you  saw  him,  Bruce  saw  him  and  we  have  documentation  that  there 

were  two  vehicles  up  there.  So  it's  just  a  matter  of  us  finally  identifying  him.  At  this  point,  I  haven't 
identified  him.  And  I'm  sure  that  the  appropriate  action  will  be  taken  with  him. 

JF:      All  right  but  I  mean  the  bottom  line  is  that  obviously,  he  just  needs  to  be  trained  what  to  do  in  the 
case  of  an  emergency.  You  know?  That's  all. 

DT:      Thai's  what  we're  trying  to  find  out  -  what  we  did,  what  we  didn't  do,  yeah.  And  as  I  say,  this  will  be 
taken  care  of. 

JF:       Cein  I  ask  you?  Are  CHP  officers  trained  in  wtiat  is  known  as  first  aid  and  OPR? 

DT:      Yes.  We'll  all  registered  first  aiders,  advanced  first  aiders,  and  a  lot  of  us  are  paramedics. 

JF:      OK.  I  mean,  I  would  assume  that  being  in  that  job  there  are  certain  requirements  for  first  aid. 

DT:      Yes.  Like  I  said,  we're  all  trained  in  it.  And  we're  einnually  certified. 

JF:       And  he  followed  none. 

DT:      It  sounds  like  he  was  overly  -  His  response  was  just  one  portion  of  his  job  and  doesnt  take  in  the 
whole  picture  and  

JF:       Well,  the  other  thing  was  he  was  standing  by  his  car  door  and  the  patrol  car  In  front  of  him  and  I 

figure  if  there  were  two  patrol  cars  on  the  bridge,  there  had  to  be  more  than  two  officers.  And  the 
other  patrol  car  and  the  other  individual  from  that  car  was  out  there  doing  what  they  were 
supposed  to  be  doing.  And  

DT:      OK.  I'm  going  to  ask  a  question  at  this  point.  When  you  were  walking  back  from  the  collapsed 

section,  as  you  were  making  your  way  toward  the  ambulance,  did  you  see  any  patrolman  on  foot? 

JF:       No,  I  did  not. 

DT:      Because  supposedly,  according  to  other  witness,  that's  where  that  officer  Is.  He  had  walked  up  to 
the  break,  so  I  wondered  If  you  saw  him  when  you  were  walking  back? 

JF:       No.  I  didn't  see  him.  We  stayed  -  Not  in  the  left  lane,  you  know,  and  we're  going  now,  you  know, 
against  the  traffic.  We  were  in  between  ~  I  think  we  were  in  the  second  lane,  maybe  ~  I'm  not  sure 
where  we  were  between  the  two  and  the  
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DT:      OK.  I'm  going  to  stop  here  for  a  second  so  I  can  change  the  tape  and  then  we'll  start  again  if  you 
doni  mind. 

END  SIDE  ONE  OF  TAPE 

DT:      This  is  Officer  Turner  again.  We  are  starting  the  second  side  of  the  tape.  We're  continuing  the 

interview  with  , 

OK.      We  talked  about  you  being  treated  by  the  ambulance  crew  and  then  walking  to  the  Highway  Patrol  j 
car.  From  there,  I  assume  you  walked  on.  To  where  did  you  walk  at  that  point?  * 

JF:      At  that  point  we,  the  cars  were  --  There  were  left  cars  parked  at  that  point  because  they  had  been 
turning  around.  We  walked  on  to  Treasure  Island  and  we  sort  of  crossed  the  rest  of  the  lanes  there 
and  got  towards  the  edge  as  we  approached  an  area  where  we  could  walk  actually  on  to  Treasure 
Island. 

DT:      Did  you  walk  through  like  an  opening  in  a  concrete  wall? 
JF:       I  couldnt  tell  you. 

DT:      OK.  When  you  came  out  of  something,  was  there  a  big  concrete  building?  { 

I 

JF:      There  was  a  fire  truck,  a  hill,  lots  of  people.  | 

DT:      It  sounds  like  you  came  out  at  what  we  call  the  fire  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  Island. 

JF:      Yeah.  There  was  like  a  road  and  I  remember,  after  I  had  actually  gotten  into  another  vehicle,  that 
there  was  a  pay  phone  across  from  us;  across  my  -  in  front  of  me  to  my  right,  there  was  a  pay 
phone. 

DT:  One  pay  phone. 

JF:  I  believe  so.  I  dont  know  how  many  

DT:  Did  you  see  a  little,  tiny  building,  looks  like  a  phone  booth? 

JF:  That's  what  I  would  describe  as  the  pay  phone. 

DT:  OK.  That's  a  guard  shack.  OK.  You're  on  the  south  side  of  the  island. 

JF:  Yes,  It  was  definitely  the  south. 

DT:  OK.  You  then  went  from  -  You  met  the  fire  truck  there.  What  did  they  do  at  that  point? 

JF:      Well,  as  we  came  down  off  the  bridge,  there  was  a  slope.  The  pressure  of  walking  down  was  very 
difficult  for  me  and  Bruce  yelled  that  we  needed  help.  And  immediately,  someone  at  the  back  of 
the  fre  truck  reached  into  this  ~  I  saw  them  open  something  and  bring  out  like  their  CPR 
equipment.  And  I  said  no,  I  don't  need  CPR.  I  need  help;  I  need  to  get  to  a  doctor.  And  one 
gentlemen  came  over  to  assist  me  in  walking  and  they  said  can  you  lie  down?  And  I  said  no,  I  cant 
lie  down.  It  hurts  too  much.  And  he  said  well,  can  you  sit  down?  And  I  said  I  thought  so.  And 
there  were  some  stairs  aaoss  the  roadway,  so  this  young  man  assisted  me  over  to  the  stairs.  And 
Bruce  was  trying  - 1  know  that  he  was  over  there  somewhere  trying  to  get  them  to  call  for  an  j; 
ambulance.  And  as  I  approached  the  stairs,  I  tried  to  put  my  foot  like,  my  feet  on  the  bottom  stairs 
and  then  lower  my  rear  at  about  the  third  step  because  I  coukjnt,  you  know,  sit  closely.  And  I 
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started  to  go  down  but  I  couldnt  get  any  lower  and  so  I  said  no,  I  couldnt  srt.  The  gentlemen 
helped  me  back  up.  I  had  seen  a  patrol  car  off  to  the  left,  a  naval  patrol  car,  and  as  I  stood  up,  I  said 
to  this  young  fireman  that  perhaps  they  could  help  me  or  I  could  at  least  sit  in  his  car.  And  so  we 
wal<ed  towards  that  and  I  think  Bruce  was  over  there  by  then  and  they  had  opened  both  back 
doors  to,  you  know,  allow  me  in  to  lie  down.  And  I  said  no,  I  dont  want  to  lie  down  - 1  have  to  sit.  I'd 
rather  sit  in  the  front  seat.  There  seemed  to  be  more  roomy.  So  he  kindly  opened  his  door, 
cleared  the  things  that  were  on  the  seat  and  I  was  in.  and  sitting.  And  I  dont  know  how  quickly  -  It 
seemed  to  be  very,  very  quickly  to  me,  that  there  was  an  ambulance  there  and  the  medics  were 
there  to  assist  us. 

DT:      OK.  You  said  an  ambulance.  Now  this  is  the  naval  ambulance? 

JF:       I  believe  it  was  an  ambulance  from  Treasure  Island  clinic.  Several  F>eople  identified  themselves  to 
me  by  their  names  and  I  will  tell  you  that  If  anyone  deserves  commendations  for  their  ability  to  do 
their  job  well,  that  crew  was  wonderful!  They  were  very,  very  reassuring.  They  were  kind.  They 
were  very  responsive  and  they  did  -  I  mean,  I  knew  that  I  was  in  good  hands  and  I  >jst  let  go  and  let 
them  take  care  of  me.  But  they  were  very,  very  kind  and  very  reassuring. 

DT:  This  was  the  ambulance  crew? 

JF:  Correct. 

DT:  All  right.  So  I'll  be  talking  to  those  people  and  send  their  names  in  too. 

JF:  Well.  I  have  a  couple  of  them.  •  •  •  •  .  And  ifs  either  Pam  or  Pat  - 1  think  It's  Pam  •  »  •  . 

DT:  Like  the  coffee? 

JF:  Yes.  And  then  there  was  a  gentleman;  I  thought  he  said  his  name  was  Jerry,  but  It  might  have 
been  Bob.  He  was  a  black  man.  He  was  very  -  He  was  just  very  kind  to  me. 

DT:      Right.  Those  names  will  all  be  on  file  with  the  military,  so  I'll  confirm  those  and  make  sure  they 
receive  letters  indicating  that  you  were  exceptionally  pleased  with  their  services. 

JF:       Oh.  absolutely! 

DT:      OK.  So  you  went  to  -  They  transported  you  where? 
JF:       To  the  Treasure  Island  Clinic. 

DT:      And  what  type  of  emergency  service  did  you  receive  there?  Were  you  admitted,  or  just  examined 
and  transported  to  

JF:       No.  I  was  examined  there.  There  was  a  doctor  who  -  Is  it  Army  doctor;  his  name  is  Dr.  •  •  •  He's 
actually  a  resident  who  had  t>een  in  the  Bay  Area  three  days.  He's  a  resident  at  San  Francisco 
General.  I  don't  know  how  he  got  to  the  clinic  or  what  he  was  doing  there,  but  I'm  glad  he  was 
there.  There  was  also  a  Dr.  •  •  » who  is  stationed  at  the  Oakland  Hospital,  and  he  treated  Bruce 
and  gave  me  a  lot  of  gentle,  bedside  mannerisms. 

DT:      Thafs  at  Tl  still?  At  the  clinic? 


JF: 


Yes.  We  were  at  Tl,  but  these  two  doctors  were  from  other  facilities. 
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DT:      Well,  they  would  be  logged  In  If  they  were  allowed  to  do  anything  like  (unintelligible)  and  I  can 
obtain  their  information.  I  just  wanted  to  mal<e  sure  it  was  at  Tl  and  not  some  other  hospital. 

JF:       No,  it  was  at  Tl.  And  there  was  a  young  woman  who  was  an  x-ray  technician  who  also  worked  at 
Oakland  Hospital  who  had  heard  that  they  had  brought  some  people  in.  She  lives  on  Treasure 
Island  so  she  came  to  the  clinic  to  see  if  she  could  help.  And  so  she  was  the  one  doing  the  x-rays, 
even  though  she  didn't  work  at  that  clinic.  So  there  again,  there's  somebody  else  just  doing  what 
they  could  do. 

DT:      All  right.  Sounds  like  a  few  people  responded  nicely. 
JF:       Oh,  people  were  absolutely  wonderful! 
DT:      Thafs  good. 

JF:       Except  for  the  Highway  Patrolman. 
DT:      We've  always  got  our  one  bad  apple! 

JF:      Well,  you  know  - 1  have  to  tell  you  that  it  just  makes  me  angry.  And  somebody  said  well,  you  know, 
you  might  as  well  drop  your  case.  And  I  said,  you  know.  I  just  want  this  young  man  and  these 
people  to  be  aware  that  they  are  responsible,  you  know,  in  an  emergency  and  they  need  to  remain 
calm  and  do  what  they  are  supposed  to  do. 

DT:      We  agree- 100%. 

JF:       If  civilians  can  do  that,  we  certainty  expect  it,  and  demand  it  actually,  of  paid  public  servants.  There 

-  Thafs  my  soap  box!  Sorry. 

DT:      Oh,  I'm  all  in  favor  of  it.  I'll  be  standing  right  next  to  you,  because  I'll  be  yelling  at  him  too  when  this 
is  all  over  with. 

JF:      Well,  you  know  the  sad  part  Is  -  Does  yelling  do  anything?  Maybe  soft  talking  and  saying  "Do  you 
understand  what  you  did?" 

DT:      Well,  we're  going  -  Everybody  is  going  through  what  they  call  post-counseling,  so  once  It's  over 
with  -  I  mean,  each  person  is  going  through  debriefing,  counseling,  to  find  out  what  they  did 

-  what  they  did  right  and  what  they  did  wrong.  So  he'll  have  his  chance  to  explain  why  he  did  what 
he  did. 

JF:       I  mean  mayt)e  this  man  just  doesnt  belong  out  with  the  public. 

DT:      Oh,  I'm  sure  this  event  ~  Not  only  from  the  San  Francisco  side  but  the  Oakland  side  too  -  will 

change  the  life  style  of  a  lot  of  police  officers.  There  will  be  some  police  officers  leaving  after  this, 
because  of  the  traumas  involved  and  

JF:       I'm  certain  of  that.  I  mean,  I  understand  --  But  this  gentleman,  let  me  reinforce  the  fact  that  I  dont 
know  what  he  saw  before  he  got  there,  where  he  was.  but  he  was  so  far  away  from  where  anyone 
had  been  injured  that  he  hadnl  seen  anything  yet.  I'm  sure  I  was  the  first  he'd  seen.  And  I  doni 
believe  that  he  could  have  seen  that  much  going  on  in  San  Francisco  at  the  point  that  he  got  on  to 
the  bridge.  So  if  he  doesnt  have  much  excuse  at  this  point  

DT:      I  agree. 
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JF:       I  mean  if  we  were  talking  of  Cypress,  then  that's  something  else.  And  I  know,  I  mean  -  You  go 

through  something  like  this  and  you're  so  lucky  even  though  it's  a  very  traumatic  thing.  And  I  can't 
imagine  what  some  of  the  other  people,  how  they  are  coping  with  it. 

DT:      OK.  After  you  were  treated  at  the  Tl  Clinic,  did  you  -  I  understand  you  were  transported  again? 
Bruce  said  you  eventually  ended  up  -  or  the  papers  said  you  ended  up  at  Mission  Emergency  or 
San  Francisco  General? 

JF:      San  Francisco  General. 

DT:      How  did  you  get  from  Tl  Clinic  to  San  Francisco  General? 

JF:       Unfortunately,  by  ambulance  over  the  Bay  Bridge  at  1 0:30  at  night. 

DT:      10:30  at  night? 

JF:  Yeah.  Here  again,  let  me  tell  you  what  I  heard.  In  the  back  of  the  ambulance,  they  were,  you  know, 
talking  to  the  driver,  the  doctor  and  the  nurse  I  believe,  who  were  riding  in  the  back  with  me.  Dr. 

*  •  «  And  I  was  strapped  in.  Bruce  was  riding  up  front  in  the  passenger  seat  and  I  believe  Ed 

•  •  -  was  the  driver  again;  I'm  not  sure  atx)ut  that.  We  had  been  told  to  leave  the  clinic  and  go  to 
the  on-ramp  to  go  into  San  Rancisco  and  that  we  would  be  met  by  the  Highway  Patrol  and 
escorted  in.  We  went  there  and  we  waited  and  they  called  back  to  the  clinic.  They  reported  that 
the  Highway  Patrol;  no-one  was  approaching  and  no-one  was  there.  We  were  told  to  wait.  Finally 
the  doctor  said  to  go  ahead  and  go.  So  the  Highway  Patrol  never  showed  up  to  escort  us.  And  I 
remember  meiking  a  comment  -  Can  I  ask  you  to  hoid  one  more  minute?  I'm  sorry. 

DT:  Sure. 

JF:       Sonry  about  that.  I  remember  making  a  comment  about  TheyVe  not  stupid;  they  dont  want  to  be 
on  the  bridge." 

DT:      OK.  So  after  you  didn't  get  your  escort  that  you'd  been  promised,  you  left  the  island  and  went  to 
San  Francisco? 

JF:       I  rememljer  that  the  driver  asked  permission  from  the  doctor  to  go,  and  the  doctor  said  yes;  gave 
him  the  order  to  go.  He's  military  after  all. 

DT:      OK.  So  then  you  went  to  San  Francisco  

JF:       To  San  Francisco  General. 

DT:      And  you  were  treated  and  released,  or  admitted,  or  

JF:  No.  I  was  treated  in  the  trauma  center  and  then  moved  to  an  observation  area.  And  Bruce,  I  mean  - 
The  ambulance  ride  was  the  last  I  really  saw  of  Bruce.  I  know  that  he  was  treated  somewhere  at  the 
hospital  and  he  was  released  that  night. 

DT:      Yeah,  that* s  what  he  told  us.  He  was  released  around  2:30  in  the  morning.  So  you  were  admitted 
for  observation  and  how  long  did  they  detain  you  there? 


JF:       Well,  once  they  -  And  I  think  this  Is  normal  procedure  -  What  do  I  know?  Rom  the  trauma  center, 
they  have  an  observation  area  where  they  were  admitting  me  and  getting  a  room  for  me.  And  I  was 
taken  to  a  room  about  3:30  or  so  in  the  morning. 
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DT:  And  how  long  were  you  there? 

JF:  I  was  transferred  from  San  Francisco  General  on  Wednesday  to  Presbyterian,  Pacific  Presbyterian. 

DT:  And  how  long  were  you  in  Presbyterian? 

JF:  I  was  released  the  following  Tuesday. 

DT:  You  were  in  the  hospital  for  quite  a  while  then? 

JF:  Well,  it  was  a  week.  I  probably  could  have  stayed  a  day  or  two  more  but  I  have  a  1 2-year-old 

daughter  who  felt  that  

DT:      She  needed  Mom? 

JF:      Well,  she  not  only  needed  Mom;  her  life  had  been  disrupted.  She  wasnt  at  home  and  she'd  come 

to  the  hospital  Sunday  and  broke  down  and  aied  and  said  it  wasnt  fair  and       I  said  to  the  doctor 

how  do  I  get  out  of  here?  I  need  to  be  home. 

DT:      All  right.  I'd  like  to  have  you  go  over  your  injuries  if  you  could.  Explain  what  they  are  and  what  kind 
of  treatment  you've  received,  if  that's  agreeable  to  you? 

JF:       I  had  trouble  breathing.  I  could  only  breathe  very  shallowly.  They  told  me  since  then  I  had  a 

broken  -  The  terms  that  have  been  used  are  broken,  cracked  and  crushed  sternum.  Yesterday  I 
had  a  doctor's  appointment  and  I  asked  to  see  an  x-ray  and  he  said  well,  it  was  very  hard  to  see  the 
sternum.  He  said  what  he  really  thought  was  that  the  ribs,  the  things  that  connect  to  the  sternum, 
are  realty  just  free-floating  and  have  been  sprung  in  that  area.  The  muscle  tissue  or  the  cartilage  - 1, 
you  know....  That's  all  been  damaged.  That's  what  the  pain  is  and  they  really  cant  do  much  for 
that.  I  know  at  the  San  Francisco  Trauma  Center  that  evening  that  one  of  the  doctors  explained  to 
me  that  when  you  have  a  chest  in^ry  of  that  type  that  they  are  concerned  about  the  heart  muscle 
being  bruised  and  that  they  were  going  to  be  taking  blood  samples  periodically  to  check  on  my 
heart.  I  will  say  that  at  San  Francisco  General  I  had  a  complaint  of  lower  back  pain.  At  Treasure 
Island,  they  had  taken  x-rays.  Some  of  them  areni  quite  clear,  good.  They  took  a  few  more  at 
Treasure  Island,  but  they  didn't  include  the  lower  -  or  I  mean  at  San  Francisco  ~  but  they  didn't 
include  the  lower  back.  I  did  have  a  small  cut  on  my  right  knee  that  they  had  sewn  up  at  Treasure 
Island.  There  was  a  piece  of  glass  in  it. 

DT:      OK,  so  stitches  in  the  right  knee. 

JF:      Stitches  in  the  right  knee.  I  have  a  compression  fracture  to  my  lower  lumbar  spine,  damage  to  my 
sternum. 

DT:      Lower  spine  compression. 

JF:      Yeah.  And  I  cracked  my  ciavide.  And  quite  frankly,  I'm  not  sure  whether  clavicle  and  the  collar 
bone  are  the  same? 

DT:      Yeah,  they  are. 

JF:      All  right.  I've  heard  both  terms  and      And  I  had  extensive  t)ruising  to  my  chest  where  the 

seatibett  had  been,  and  my  neck  and  across  my  lower  ~  Both  of  my  hips  were  purple  like  later  that 
night,  they  were  just  purple.  My  lower  abdomen  had  been  extensively  bruised  from  the  seatbelt. 
My  right  leg  from  the  knee  to  the  anWe  had  been  bruised  and  was  very  swollen  by  the  time  I  got  to 
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San  Francisco  General  and  they  were  concerned  about  a  fracture  and  I  told  them  they  didnt  need 
to  worry  about  that  because  I  had  walked  on  it  and  it  was  fine.  It  was  just  very  bruised  and  swollen  - 
-  and  to  please  not  touch  it! 

DT:      OK.  Obviously  you  were  wearing  your  seatbelt? 

JF:  Fortunately. 

DT:      Yes.  Well,  from  the  type  of  injuries  you  got  

JF:       If  they  need  people  to  do  commercials  or  talk  up  to  people  about  wearing  seatbelts,  call  on  me! 
DT:      OK!  I'll  list  that  right  here  in  the  report. 

JF:       I'm  a  definite  advocate  of  seatbelts.  That  was  before,  but  --  It  may  have  caused  a  few  injuries,  but  it 
saved  my  life.  I'm  certain  that  we  would  have  been  either  thrown  out  the  sunroof  or  the  front 
window. 

DT:      OK.  This  is  going  to  sound  like  a  silly  question  considering  what  you  went  through,  but  did  you 

notice  any  structural  motion  -  other  than  the  fact  you  saw  the  roadway  splitting  and  all  that.  Did  you 
see  any  tower  movement  or  feel  any  sideways  movement  on  the  bridge? 

JF:       Yes.  It  was  shaking.  That  was  one  of  the  first  things  I  noticed  was  the  bridge  moving  sideways  to 
begin  with.  And  as  it  started  to  rip  and  you  know,  part  of  it  seemed  to  go  up  and  part  of  it  was  going 
down,  there  was  still  a  sideways  motion.  Can  I  ask  you  to  hold  one  second  again? 

DT:  Sure. 

JF:       Sonry.  OK.  Go  ahead. 

DT:      You  became  aware  of  the  structure  falling  as  you  were  on  it.  As  the  structure  was  falling,  could  you 
describe  whether  it  was  a  vertical  fall,  or  did  it  feel  like  you  were  driving  down  an  incline? 

JF:       We  were  not  driving  down  an  incline.  We  were  being  thrown  through  the  air  and  it  was  at  an  angle. 

Because  almost  instantaneously,  the  bay  was  in  front  of  us.  I  mean,  it  was       I  mean,  I  don't  know 

how  the  bridge  fell,  you  know,  or  what  happened  to  it  structurally.  But  one  question  I  have  in  my 
mind  is  when  the  top  part  broke,  did  the  bottom  section  break  at  the  same  time?  Because  we 
would  see  water  so  instantaneously. 

DT:      This  is  what  I'm  trying  to  ascertain  from  you.  As  you  were  coming  down,  did  you  feel  like  you  were 
on  the  section  riding  it  down,  or  did  it  hit  something  and  then  went  farther,  or  was  it  just  one 
continuous  movement  until  you  stopped? 

JF:       I'm  Sony.  Could  you  repeat  that? 

DT:      OK.  As  you  were  coming  down,  you  were  falling,  did  you  feel  a  sensation  of  stopping  partway  and 
then  starting  again?  Or  was  it  one  continuous  

JF:       No.  One  continuous  -  very  long  -  motion. 

DT:      OK.  And  you  said  as  you  were  doing  this  very  long  falling  motion,  you  saw  water? 
JF:  Yes. 
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DT: 

We're  trying  to  -  That's  kind  of  wliat  we  suspecting  is  that  both  sections  moved  at  the  same  time 
and  this  is  why  you  saw  the  water,  because  you  were  looking  right  through  beyond  the  structure. 
After  you  got  out  of  this  and  they  pulled  you  in  your  injured  status,  walking  back  toward  the  island  - 
-  Did  you  see  any  officers  or  any  civilians  or  anybody  directing  traffic  other  than  that  one  Highway 
Patrol  officer  that  you've  already  told  me  about? 

JF: 

No.  The  only  time  1  saw  people  doing  anything  with  traffic  was  after  we  were  near  the  Highway 
Patrol.  The  rest  of  the  traffic  -  It  was  a  parked  parking  lot.  Some  people  were  standing  by  their  cars 
listening  to  the  radios.  Others  had  moved  over  to  the  side  of  the  span  to  look  out,  you  know,  over 
the  water.  Some  people  were  walking  towards  the  fallen  structure,  portion  of  the  bridge.  And  1 
remember  telling  them  they  shouldn't  go  down  there.  1  wasn't  sure  if  the  structure  would  hold 
additional  weight. 

DT: 

So  as  you  walked  back  to  the  island,  you  met  the  Highway  Patrolman  who  we've  already 
discussed.  You  said  he  was  directing  traffic.  Did  you  see  anybody  

JF: 

No,  1  did  not  say  he  was  directing  traffic.  He  was  standing  by  the  driver's  door.  There  was  no  one 
there  directing  traffic  at  that  area. 

DT: 

OK.  Mr.  •  •  •  •  *ias  indicated  that  he  heard  him  talking  on  the  PA,  directing  something. 

JF: 

OK,  that  - 1  don't  know     Yeah.  1  don't  know  whether  that  was  the  same  Highway  Patrolman 
Bruce  taB<ed  to,  or  whether  it  was  the  same  -  You  know,  1  doni  know. 

DT: 

1  interpreted  what  Mr.  •  •  •  •  said.  He  heard  him  talking  on  the  PA,  so  1  assumed  he  was 
directing  traffic.  But  that  

JF: 

1  believe  that  that  was  another  officer,  I'm  not  sure. 

DT: 

OK.  I'll  back  off  on  that,  I'm  sorry  on  that  one. 

JF: 

That's  OK. 

DT: 

When  you  were  over  by  the  steps  and  you  were  sitting  down  over  there,  did  you  see  anybody 
over  there  directing  traffic  at  any  time;  telling  people  how  to  get  off  the  freeway,  giving  directions  or 
anything  of  this  nature? 

JF: 

1  believe  -- 1  remember  seeing  lots  of  people.  They  seemed  very  orderly.  The  fire  truck  was  there 
and  firemen  were  around.  The  Naval  patrol  car  was  there,  but  1  didn't  see  anyone  directing  traffic. 
Can  1  ask  you  to  hold  again?  I'm  sorry.  Sony  about  that! 

DT: 

No  problem!  We're  interfering  with  your  time,  not  

JF: 

That's  OK.  But  no,  1  dont  believe  that  there  was  anyone  directing  traffic  although  1  saw,  1  believe,  a 
large  line  of  people  trying  to  use  the  phone.                     came  back  over  to  the  patrol  car 
and  told  me  that  there  was  a  bus  and  that  she  was  going  to  go  get  on  the  bus.  1  remember 
thanking  her  and  asking  her  for  her  business  card.  1  should  have  gotten  it  for  you  while  1  was 
downstairs. 

DT: 

All  right.  1  think  I've  covered  all  the  questions  that  are  on  the  disaster  interview  sheet.  There's  a 
couple  off  the  accident  form.  Basically,  they  are  -  Were  you  or  did  Bruce  at  anytime  consume  any 
alcohol  t>efore  the  incident? 

i 

i 
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JF:       No.  I  wish  I  had!  I've  had  people  tell  me  if  I'd  been  drunk,  I  would  have  had  less  injuries.  And  if  I'd 
have  known  I  was  going  for  that  ride  -  I'm  not  much  of  a  drinker  to  begin  with  -  but  I  would  have 
been  drunk! 

DT:      All  right.  OK.  I  think  that  pretty  well  covers  all  our  questions  for  this.  If  we  have  anything  come  up, 
because  I'll  be  putting  this  together  in  the  final  form  and  then  it  will  be  turned  over  to  my  supervisor 
arxl  he'll  be  reviewing.  If  he  has  any  questions,  do  you  mind  if  he  calls  back? 

JF:      No,  that  would  be  fine.  Can  I  ask  what  area  of  the  Highway  Patrol  office  you  are  with? 

DT:      I'm  with  the  San  Francisco  office.  I'm  temporarily  on  assignment  to  the  investigation  team,  but 
normally  I'm  a  road  patrol  officer  here.  I  think  I've  got  everything.  I  need  your  social  security 
number  If  that's  convenient.  Do  you  know  It  offhand.  If  not,  it's  no  problem. 

JF:  I'm  terrible  at  parties.  I  used  to  know  that  real  quick. 

DT:      All  right.  And  then  the  other  thing  is  I  need  this  telephone  number. 

JF:       All  right.  Let  me  go  get  that  for  you.  Just  a  moment. 

DT:      All  right. 

JF:       Officer  Turner?  Her  work  number  is  •  •  •  O. 

DT:  All  right.  I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  time.  If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  any  information 
from  us,  it's  557-1094  -  That's  the  San  Francisco  office  of  the  Highway  Patrol.  The  investigation 
team  right  now  is  at  557-0552.  And  wete  there  from  6  in  the  morning  until  8  at  night  if  you  have 
any  questions.  Thank  you  very  much,  Ms.  .  •  •  •  • 

JF:      Thank  you  very  much.  I  appreciate  It.  I  will  tell  you  that  there  is  a  personal  desire  to  at  least  speak  to 
this  young  man.  And  not  because  I  want  to  stand  there  and  yell  and  scream  at  him.  I  just  would  like 
to  tell  him  how  it  feels  and  what  he  could  do  in  the  future,  even  if  he  decides  to  leave  the  force,  as 
a  human  being.  And  mayt)e  I'm  wrong  here.  Mayt>e  people  cant  ~  Maytje  some  people  just  cani 
do  that,  I  doni  know.  But  

DT:      Well,  if  he  cant  do  that,  he's  in  the  wrong  profession. 

JF:      Well,  that's  for  sure.  Because  I  don't  know  most  human  beings  that  would  do  these  things, 

but  It  was  just       And  he  was  very  polite  atx)ut  it!  He  wasn't  rude.  It  was  just  that  it  didn't 

make  any  sense.  He's  the  second  car  there  and  there  was  somebody  else  there.  The  traffic  was 
moving  behind  us.  I  want  him  to  explain  his  thoughts  to  me.  I  want  him  to  explain  why . 
f  unintelligible)  . 

DT:      Uke  I  say,  we'll  find  him.  Just  a  matter  of  time. 

JF:       I  know  you  will!  I  know  he's  around  there.  It  wasn't  juisX  someone  dressed  up.  And  you  know,  the 
other  thing  is  that  just  one  does  not  taint  what  the  rest  do.  I  know  that  you  people  have  certainly 
had  your  hands  full  and  I  will  say  that  I  know  that  the  -  I've  been  back  and  forth  into  the  City  for 
doctor's  appointments  and  I'm  very  just  very  impressed  with  the  work  that  not  only  the  Highway 
Patrol  Is  doing  but  the  citizens  as  well.  Police  in  general.  I've  read  a  couple  of  articles  about  the 
complaints  and  things  the  CHP  here  in  Marin  have  been  getting  about  the  non-red  light  cars. 
Leave  it  to  a  few,  right?  Well,  thank  you  very  much  for  your  time. 

DT:      Thank  you  for  your  time.  Bye. 
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JF:  Bye-bye. 


DT:      That  concludes  the  phone  interview  with  it  is  now  5  minutes  after  the  hour  of 

9:00. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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D-2, *  *  was  interviewed  via  telephone  by  Investigator  Turner  on  11-02-89  at 
approximately  0750  hours.  This  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that 
interview. 

Driver  number  2,  »,  related  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  5  traffic 

lane,  at  approximately  75  mph.  He  was  riding  vehicle  number  2,  a  1975  Honda  Interceptor 
motorcycle,  which  was  red,  white  and  blue  in  color.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the  SFOBB  once  a  day 
and  desCTibed  the  traffic  as  extremely  light. 

He  indicated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  it  felt  like  the  rear  tire  of  his  motorcycle  blew  out.  He 
stated  that  his  motorcycle  started  to  sway  back  and  forth.  He  indicated  that  he  down  shifted  and 
txaked  and  then  lost  control.  When  the  motorcycle  got  down  to  25  to  30  mph,  he  laid  it  down  on  Its 
left  side,  and  slid  to  a  stop  within  approximately  50  yards  of  the  collapse. 

He  stated  that  he  did  not  see  the  structure  moving  and  did  not  see  the  decks  collapse. 

He  stated  that  he  did  not  hit  any  other  vehicle  and  did  not  strike  any  portion  of  the  bridge  structure, 
other  than  the  roadway  surface.  He  stated  that  he  was  wearing  a  helmet,  gloves  and  boots.  He 
indicated  that  the  only  injury  he  suffered  was  a  complaint  of  pain  to  his  shoulder. 

He  related  that  his  motorcycle  sustained  minor  damage  to  its  left  side.  This  damage  consisted  of 
scrapes  and  scratches  to  the  left  side  handle  bar  and  foot  peg,  with  a  dent  on  the  left  side  of  the  gas 
tank. 

After  he  came  to  a  stop,  he  checked  his  motorcycle  for  a  flat  tire  and  looked  for  an  oil  spill.  After 
seeing  that  his  motorcycle  was  still  drivable,  he  rode  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  toward  San 
Francisco. 

He  related  that  he  told  people  he  passed  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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D-3,  was  interviewed  in  person  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  on  November 

13,  1989  at  approximately  1900  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at .  *.,»*...-..*•-«* 
California.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were 
present. 

IDENTIRCATION: 

RP:     Investigator  Robert  Powers 

OR:     Investigator  Cliff  Romano 
Pl^.  ,»,•••••» 

MH:   


RP;   Mr.   Today's  date  is  11/13/89.  Mr.*  *  *  .  ^,  I  understand  that  you  had 

quite  an  experience  on  that  bridge.  And  from  what  I've  been  told  

PH:  IVe  got  some  material.  I  left  some  material ...  OK,  you  got  it?  OK.  There's  reproductions  from  the 
news,  a  couple  of  newspaper  clippings.  I've  gotten  in  case  you  need  to  get  any  more  names  and 
stuff  like  that,  you've  got  them  listed  in  there. 

RP:      OK.  I'll  have  you  take  a  \ook  at  what  I  have  as  far  as  names.  It's  quite  a  bundle.  1  believe  I  have  all 
your  people  on  the  list  there. 

PH:  •  •  •  •  is  first  stop.  I  go  in  the  order  I  pick  them  up.  Second  is  •  •  *  ' Third  Is  . 
Then  .  Do  we  have  ••...?  Yeah.  Then  we  pick  up  i. 

MH:      You  know  you're  actually  very  lucky  that  he'll  agree  to  tak  to  you  because  after  about  a  week  of 
this,  he  said  I'm  never  talking  to  anytxxjy  about  this  again  for  as  long  as  

PH:  (UnirteligtJte) 

RP:  You  mean  media  and  that  sort  of  people? 

MH:  Yeah! 

RP:  Oh,  I  see.  Yeah. 

PH:  Do  you  want  another  name? 


»•••»» 


RP:       I  think  '  -  is  on  there. 

PH:       There  he  is.  OK.  wasn't  there. 

  How  about  you  talk  to  .  .  .  .? 

Should  be  another ....  Gotta  Wow! 

You  got  a  total  of  12  people?  There's  14  of  us  Uh  oh,  you've  got  my  name  up  there.  So  that's 

the  count,  right? 

RP:      You  were  missing  one  of  your  regular  riders? 

RP:       I  just  kind  drew  some  seal  placement  on  here.  I  dont  know  exactly  where  everybody  was  seated. 
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PH:       I  dont  either  

PH:      This  is  correct.  This  is  correct.  This  is  correct.  This  is  normal.  That  one  I  couldnt  speak  for  that 
night. .  r     and  v? .» usually  sit  together.  ^  r  v    *  was  left  back  and  jt.jL..'^  was  right  back. 

RP:  OK.  So  I  just  have  a  couple  of  blanks  to  fill  in. 

PH:  Oh,  you  got  some  blanks  to  fill  in.  leant 

RP:  Well,  as  I  gather  the  people  they'll  come  up. 

PH:  IVe  got  some  other  photographs  upstairs  with  ...  it's  Bob,  isnt  it? 

RP:  Yeah. 

PH:  OK.  Bob  said  he'd  also  had  pictures  sent  up  from  L.A. 

RP:  Yeah.  They  should  be  up  forthwith.  Pictures  are  coming  from  

PH:  The  xerox  copy  you  can  take  and  keep  if  it's  useful  to  you. 

RP:  All  right. 

PH:  There  should  be  ...  there's  two  different  articles  there.  One  is  the  Times  and  one  is  the  

RP:        (Unintelligible)  I  appreciate  It.  Thank  you  very  much.  I've  got  a  list  of  questions  they  usually  want 
us  to  ask.  I'm  going  to  go  ahead  and  let  you  tell  me  the  whole  story  through.  If  I  need  to  ask 
anything,  I'll  try  to  clarify  it  or  we'll  go  through  It  a  little  bit  together. 

PH:      I  imagine  you  want  me  to  start  somewhere  up  on  the  Bay  Bridge? 

RP:      Yeah.  (Unintettgble) 

PH:      OK.  This  Is  basically  the  way  I  remember  it.  We  had  cleared  Yerba  Buena  Island  Tunnel.  There's  a 
curve  there  arxj  It  seems  to  me  as  though  It  was  approximately  in  that  curve  that  we  started  this 
swaying  motion.  And  I  said  the  same  thing  that  many  other  people  have  been  quoted  as  jeez,  our 
tires  are  going  flat.  So  I  started  slowing  down.  And  I  think  everybody  must  have  done  it,  tsecause 
the  traffic  started  kind  of  separating.  It  wasnt  as  close  bunched  as  It  could  be  on  the  Bay  Bridge. 
And  tfien  there  was  a  truck,  a  kind  of  a  small  stake  body  truck  -  not  a  big  rig  -  that  was  In  the  right 
hand  lane.  I  think  I  was  In  the  center  lane.  And  he  was  two  to  three  car  lengths  ahead  of  me  and  I 
saw  him  hit  the  side  of  the  bridge.  And  I  didn't  say  anything.  I  just  said  to  myself,  or  I  thought,  this 
Is  ...  these  are  no  flat  tires.  This  Is  an  earthquake!  The  next  thing  I  can  actually  really  rememt>er, 
although  i  put  facts  together  later,  is  the  deck  we  were  on  tilts  like  a  seesaw  into  an  Incline. 

RP:      OK.  That's  out  in  front  of  you?  Towards  you? 

PH:      We  were  suddenly  going  up,  like  up  a  drawbridge.  And  It  would  be  fun  to  hear  from  you  how  high 
that  drawbridge,  or  how  high  the  jump  off  the  other  side  was  ...  but  anyway,  we  were  suddenly  on 
the  drawtxidge  and  my  Immediate  thought  was  "It's  all  over!  There's  no  place  to  go  but  down  from 
here."  And  for  what  little ...  I  donl  know  if  it  helps  your  report  or  not,  but  there  was  no  flashback  of 
history.  There  was  no  panic.  I  happen  to  believe  that  God  put  my  foot  to  the  pedal.  Now  I  couldn't 
state  that  with  any  great  surety  but  that* s  what  I  believe  and  we  go  up  the  incline.  We  cleared  the 
incline  and  landed  and  then  I  brought  it  to  a  stop.  But  I  remember  checking  the  mirrors  and  I  just 
think ...  this  Is  when  I  really  saw  that  the  bridge  was  down  and  I  knew  that  we  were  the  last  ones 
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through  because  nobody  on  either  side  of  me  (unintelligible) .  It's  an  automatic  reflex  I  had  to 
check  mirrors  before  I  come  to  a  stop.  And  I  was  stopping  to  check  for  injuries.  »..».,,  did 
complain  about  her  back  right  away.  Somebody  in  the  vanpool  said  well,  come  on,  let's  get  this  off 
the  brkjge  before  it  swings  again.  And  I  had  thought  well,  that's  a  good  klea  but  I'm  not ...  And  I 
think  I  even  said  I'm  not  sure  it  will  even  run.  I  knew  that  the  van  had  been  damaged.  But  I 
accidentally  tapped  the  accelerator  and  the  engine  was  still  running.  So  I  put  it  back  into  drive.  It 
was  a  little  stiff  but  it  worked.  So  we  drove  down  to  the  toll  plaza  area,  pulled  into  the  parking  lot 
looking  for  help.  And  I  was  at  this  point  in  time  shocked  that  they  were  still  letting  traffic  go 
through,  but  then  I  realized  they  didn't  know  the  bridge  was  down.  And  I  did!  And  when  we 
walked  in,  there  was  just  a  lot  of  poor  people  there  in  kind  of  pandemonium.  They  just  saw  us  and 
some  of  our  injured  and  the  gal's,  got  a  bloody  nose  and  a  man  holding  his  teeth  and  I  imagine 

bleeding  from  the  mouth.  There  was  The  sergeant  of  the  guard  or  whatever  it  is  ....  The 

sergeant  of  the  toll-takers  

RP:       Toll  Sergeant. 

PH;      The  Toll  Sergeant  came  over  and  they  had       Unfortunately,  I  was  looking  for  first  aid  help, 

ambulance,  CHP  -  anything  to  help  us  out.  And  there  was  just  nothing  they  could  do.  We  tried 
the  telephone  and  that  was  dead.  So  I  went  back  out  and  was  trying  to  think  what  we  were  going 
to  do  next.  I  didn't  feel  like  I  could  do  a  lot  of  driving  with  the  van,  but  two  good  Samaritans  came 
up,  two  different  ones,  and  said  let  us  take  your  injured  to  the  hospital  for  you.  What  I  think  they 
were  doing  is  they  were  probably  headed  towards  San  Francisco,  couldn't  move  and  circled 
through  the  lot  to  head  back  and  saw  us.  One  of  them  had  a  Blazer.  One  of  them  had  what  I  call  a 
good  old  60's  era  VW  van.  And  I  have  to  give  up  a  lot  of  my  prejudice  to  the  hippies  now!  But  they 
offered  to  help.  We  didn't  have  backtwards  and  so  I  thought,  well,  we'll  see  how  our  injured  can 
do  with  their  backs.  And  they  both  had  to  walk,  in  pain,  over  towards  the  Chevrolet  Blazer.  Warren 
Thompson  has  the  gentleman's  name.  And  he  took  them  to  Kaiser  Oakland.  He  had  a  cellular 
phone  in  his  Blazer  so  he  was  able  to  call  •  wife  at  least  to  let  her  know.  And 

once  they  were  taken  care  of,  I  looked  at  the  rest  of  us  and  I  didnt  see  any  serious  type  injuries. 
Yes  -  Bleeding,  but  nothing  life  threatening.  And  my  thought  is, ...  and  training  in  an  earthquake  is 
you  are  cut  off  from  communications  and  try  to  get  your  people  back  home  so  that  their  families 
don't  have  to  worry  and  if  we  Cein  get  everybody  from  there  to  their  medical  care.  So  I  pulled  back 
out  and  found  that  even  the  flat  section  had  become  a  roller  coaster.  And  I  started  to  go  up 
towards  580  to  24  through  the  Caldecott  Tunnel,  but  the  traffic  was  stopped  on  the  ramp  going 
up.  And  I  knew  that  our  engine  was  overheating  by  this  time.  That  is,  the  temperature  was  high 
on  It.  So  I  thought  I'd  lost  belts.  So  I  said  test  my  thirling.  We'll  go  up  to  San  Pablo  Dam  Road 
and  cut  over  to  Orinda.  And  said  no,  let's  go  up  to  Rsh  Ranch  Road  and  over  the 

top.  I  said  there  was  no  way;  the  engine  was  overheating  and  we  cant  pull  the  hill.  Oh!  So 
everyone  agreed  and  we  went  on  up  80  to  San  Pablo  Dam  Road.  There  wasn't  that  much  traffic 
anymore.  We  were  doing  about  45  and  that  was  enough  to  keep  the  engine  cooled  back  down  to 
normal.  We  went  through  San  Pablo  Dam  Road;  if  s  El  Sobrante,  I  guess,  it  is.  Heavy  traffic  at  the 
stop  lights  and  my  temperature  goes  up  to  the  peeik  and  I'm  praying  now  hey,  you've  gotten  us 
this  far.  Let* s  try  and  make  it.  Cleared  the  stoo  liahts  finally  and  got  back  up  to  about  45  and  the 
engine  temperature  comes  back  down.  .  .  •  •   wanted  me  to  swing  into  Walnut  Creek  to  take 
'  him  to  Kaiser  Walnut  Creek,  but  he  had  been  afcHe  to  walk  around  easily  and  help  other  people 

some  so  I  said,  "^ou  know,  Ed.  I  cant  afford  the  risk  of  taking  this  van  into  Walnut  Creek  with  the 
way  it  was  overheating.  I'd  really  like  to  get  everybody  home  and  then  you  can  work  out  your  own 
medical  treatment."  There  is  the  hospital  right  down  here  at  Crow  Canyon  Road  and  ifs  John  Muir 
Emergency  Care  and  the  rest  of  them  can  work  out  what  they  needed.  One  man  obviously 
needed  to  see  a  dentist.  So  we  just  ran  our  regular ...  almost  our  regular  route.  This  is  not  really 
part  of  the  van  story,  but  I  came  down  ...  for  some  reason,  I've  forgotten  what  it  was,  I  didnt  go 
down  El  Capitan.  I  came  down  Greenbrook  Drive  and  the  road  was  shut  down  right  up  here  at 
roughly  Mustang.  And  that  was  t>ecause  a  power  line  had  come  down.  So  I  started  getting 
concerned  about  my  children  here  at  home  because  I  knew  my  wife  was  up  at  college  in  Pleasant 
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Hill.  So  anyway,  I  went  back  down  Mustang  Road  and  dropped  everybody  off  close  to  their  homes 
or  their  normal  spots.  I  came  back  in  and  pulled  the  van  into  the  driveway  because  the  cars  ... 
There  were  spectators  for  the  power  line.  And  after ...  Of  course,  they  saw  my  van  and  got  all 
excited  and  had  to  come  over  and  see  what  was  going  on.  And  then  I  came  in  to  find  the  children 
and  the  house  was  dark,  no  telephone ...  My  two  youngest  ones  are  the  ones  I'm  talking  about 
now.  And  no  they  were  not  here!  Oh,  goodness!  So  I  went  back  out  and  some  ...  My  next-door 
neight>or  was  out  there  and  a  couple  of  other  friends  and  I  said  I'm  really  concerned  about  my 
children.  And  the  next-door  neighbor  says  I  know  they're  alive  and  well  because  they  just  went 
past  our  house  a  little  while  ago  and  turned  down  the  street.  So  OK.  at  least  I  know  that.  Then  I 
actually  backed  the  van  out  of  the  driveway  so  that  my  wife  can  pull  back  in  when  she  gets  home.  I 
parked  it  out  front  and  that's  where  it  stayed  from  that  time  on. 

RP:      I  understand  it  was  here  quite  a  while  before  it  was  picked  up  by  the  insurance  company?  The 
other  vanpool  people  brought  it  down  to  Los  Angeles. 

CR:  The  van  is  in  Los  Angeles? 

RP:  Yeah.  | 

CR:  Is  it  impounded?  | 

RP:  Yes,  it  is.  i 

CR:      So  we  can  examine  the  vehicle?  / 

f 

RP:      Yeah.  The  MAIT  out  of  L.A.  is  photographing  it.  | 

PH:      If  you're  interested,  I've  got  some  polaroid  shots  and  stuff.  ^ 

CR:      Oh  good.  I  would  be  interested.  J 

RP:      I'd  like  to  go  back  up  on  the  bridge  when  It  first  started  to  collapse.  Going  across  the  structure, 
looking  at  the  roadway  itself,  what  was  your  first  indication  that  the  roadway  was  coming  apart? 

PH:      My  first  recollection  Is  just  that  the  section  we  were  on  became  the  ramp. 

RP:      OK.  So  then  it  elevated  in  front  of  you? 

PH:  Right. 

RP:      Can  you  give  me  an  idea  of  what  kind  of  angles  we're  looking  at? 

PH:      I  was  hoping  you  could  tell  me  t)ecause  I'm  curious  how  far  we  dropped  off  that.  But  OK.  It 

would  be  -  It  seemed  like  the  equivalent  of  going  up  say  580.  Now  it  cannot  have  been  that  steep 
because  that  would  really  have  been  a  tremendous  drop  off.  But  how's  that? 

RP:      That  would  give  you ...  In  50  feet,  that  would  be  a  substantial  rise  when  you  get  (unintelligible) . 
Drop  off  wise,  maybe  you  could  give  me  an  idea  of  what  we're  talking  about. 

PH:      That's  the  figure  I  don't  have  is  how  much  of  a  drop  off  there  was. 

RP:      Did  the  front  of  your  van  hit  the  pavement  when  you  dropped? 

PH:      The  only  way  I  can  be  sure ...  I  think  it  did.  If  you  could  have  seen  the  van  itself,  the  front  bumper  is 
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pushed  up.  There's  wrinkles  in  the  two  ...  for  lack  of  better  words,  they're  not  fenders  anymore  ... 
but  fenders,  and  the  hood  is  sprung  some.  So  what  I  tend  to  believe  is  that  when  I  came  down,  I 
probably  came  down  hard  and  hit  at  least  the  bumper. 

OR:  You  were  all  of  a  sudden  on  a  hillside?  Whereas  before  you  w&e  on  a  flat  road? 

PH:  Right. 

OR:  So  the  bottom  dropped  out  from  under  you  then? 

PH:  Right. 

OR:  And  you  proceeded  up  and.... 

PH:  Off. 

RP:  Did  you  hear  any  noise  prior  to  all  of  a  sudden  going  up?  Was  there  a  loud  

PH:      I'm  sure  that  must  have  been,  but  it's  blanked  out.  I'm  sure  there  must  have  been,  but  this  is  really 
blanked  out. 

RP:       Because  what  we're  trying  to  figure  out  if  where  did  the  bottom  deck  drop  away  separately  from 
the  top  deck  or  was  it  a  combination  of  the  top  deck  coming  down  onto  the  bottom  deck  and  then 
the      At  this  point,  we  just  dont  know.  We're  trying  to  

PH:      OK.  Well,  I've  had  the  same  thought  you  did.  My  guesstimate  Is  that  It  was  the  weight  of  the  top 
ramp  that  elevated  the  bottom  one  because  I'm  just  thinking  that  something  might  have  ...  it  did  hit 
us  although  it  didn't  crush  us  so  the  timing  had  to  be  such  that  we  were  just  coming  through  and  It 
U  must  have  been  right  around  that  time,  at  the  same  instant  just  about,  that  the  bottom  deck 

elevated.  I  thought  it  was  the  weight  of  the  top  one  on  the  bottom  one  that  elevated  It.  There ...  I 

don't  know  if  even  could  rememtjer  the  noise.  I'm  sure  that        I'm  sure  I 

heard  it  and  I  know  It  was  there,  and  then  even  after  we  pulled  over  there  were  still  pieces  of  debris 
somewhere  in  there.  I  saw  big  pieces  of  det>ris  still  coming  down,  rocks  about  the  size  of  a  chair, 

or  concrete  sections.  And  as  soon  as  I  had  stopped,  I  am  wondering  I  cant  really,  you  know  - 

In  a  court  of  law.  I  couldnt  say  I  heard  a  noise.  But  I'm  sure  I  did. 

OR:       If  you  could  bear  with  me.  let  me  try  something.  I'd  like  you  to  just  kind  of  settle  back,  relax  and 
maytDe  close  your  eyes  and  I  want  you  to  take  me  down  the  road  with  you.  OK?  All  right.  Why 
dont  you  start  with  coming  out  of  Yert)a  Buena  Island  here.  OK?  And  now  you  mentioned  that 
you  were  going  around  the  bend  and  you  felt  movement  and  you  first  suspected  that  you  had  a 
blown  tire.  Is  that  correct? 

PH:  Yes. 

CR:      OK.  Now  why  doni  you  take  it  from  that  point  there.  Can  you  tell  me  what  lane  you  were  in?  Can 
you  see  It?  Were  you  in  the  middle  of  the  road? 

PH:       I  was  in  the  middle. 

CR:      So  in  the  middle  of  the  road  -  You've  got  what?  Rve  lanes  across  there?  So  you're  about  in  the  oh 
say.  number  2.  or  number  3  lane. 

PH:      Number  3.  I  seldom  get  in  the  
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OR:       Number  3  lane  heading  down  ...  very  good.  Now  what  was  the  first  indication?  You  thought  you 
had  a  blown  tire.  Can  you  go  back  there  and  tell  me  what  gave  you  the  indication  ...  What  made 
you  think  you  had  a  blown  tire? 

PH:       Because  we  were  swaying. 

CR:       So  the  van  swayed  back  and  forth  violently,  slightly? 

PH:      Quite  a  bit  more  than  you  would  really  expect  from  a  flat  tire.  So  I  thought  that  we  had  more  than 
one  flat  tire. 

CR:      Was  the  back  end  coming  around  on  you,  or  the  whole  van? 

PH:      The  whole  van  was  doing  this,  but  It  was  more  perceptive  to  me.  It  felt  more  like  the  back. 

CR:      OK.  So  It  felt  like  maybe  you  had  a  blown  back  tire  and  the  back  started  coming  loose  on  you 
maybe?  Right? 

PH:  Yeah. 

CR:      Are  you  moving  across  the  lane  now?  Did  you  cross  over  into  any  lanes?  Were  you  able  to  keep  It 
in  the  lane? 

PH:      As  I  recall,  I  just  held  the  lane.  Actually,  I'm  wondering. 
CR:      Go  ahead.  Just  take  yourself  down  that  tum  again. 

PH:      There's  a  possibility  that  I  could  have  been  in  the  number  4  lane  and  shifted  to  number  3  when  the 
truck  had  difficulty  up  ahead. 

CR:      There  was  a  truck  up  ahead  that  

PH:      A  stake  body  truck. 

CR:       How  much  traffic  around  you?  Were  you  in  tight  ...bumper  to  bumper? 

PH:       It  was  fairly  tight  when  you  come  out  of  YertDa  Buena  and  as  soon  as  this  swaying  action 

happened,  it  seemed  like  traffic  started  spreading  out.  Distances  separated;  t>ecame  greater 
between  vehicles. 

CR:      OK.  So  there  was  somebody  next  to  you  maybe  and  mayt>e  somebody  up  in  front  of  you  a  little 
ways?  You  say  there  was  a  truck.  Do  you  rememlDer  a  truck? 

PH:      The  stake  body  truck  I  definitely  remember.  He's  the  one  that  hit  the  side  of  the  bridge. 

CR:       OK.  And  he  was  in  front  of  you.  He  was  in  your  lane? 

PH:       He  was  in  five,  number  5. 

CR:       OK.  So  he  was  on  the  edge  then.  He  was  on  the  right  side  edge  as  you  go  in  and  you  remember 
seeing  him  hit  about  the  time  you're  having  difficulty  thinking  you  have  a  blown  tire? 

PH:  Yes. 
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OR;       Now  you  said  you  were  going  around  a  turn.  OK?  How  far  did  you  travel  before  the  bridge?  I 
mean  

PH:      Couldn't  really  tell  you.  OK.  As  soon  as  he  hit  the  side,  then  the  top  came  

OR:       You  were  in  the  section  where  you  had  the  stuff  over  the  top  of  you,  right?  I  mean,  you  were  not 
in  a  flat  open  part  of  the  deck  there? 

PH:       Right.  The  upper  deck  is  definitely  over  

CP:       Oh.  that's  right.  You're  lower  deck!  I'm  sorry  ...Pardon  me.  OK.  So  we're  down  below  driving 

through,  going  around  a  turn  to  the  right  and  all  of  a  sudden,  you  feel  the  shaking.  OK?  You  had 
to  fight  for  control. 

PH:      I  was  concerned  ...  yes,  I  did.  Because  you  started  moving,  I  think,  a  lot  of  our  lanes  some.  Thafs 
why  I  know  there  was  nobody  next  to  me.  I  didn't ...  In  my  mind,  I  dont  have  any  recollection  of 
hitting  

OR:       Do  you  remember  any  bumps?  Were  you  bumping? 
PH:       I  don't  rememt>er  the  bumping  action. 

OR:       OK.  So  you  don't  remember  any  jostling     and  down.  You  remember  a  side  sway  typ>e  motion? 
RP:       Something  like  a  roller  coaster  type  action? 

PH:       Right.  But  there  must  have  been,  because  that  was  in  all  the  reports,  but  I  dont  remember  It. 

OR;      OK.  Well,  that's  OK.  I  mean  different  areas  had  different  affects  so  what  they  say  in  their  reports 
really  has  no  bearing  on  what  you  remember.  I  want  to  know  what  you  

PH:       I  just  remember  the  swaying. 

CR:       OK.  You  remember  swaying,  OK.  And  then  ...  Take  me  through  It. 

PH:      OK.  TTien  I  saw  the  stake  body  truck  hit  the  side  and  I  knew  it  was  an  earthquake  and  it  seemed 
Ike  almost  instantly  the  section  we  were  on  became  a  ramp  going  uphill. 

CR:       So  it  was  very  quick. 

PH:      I  have  to  believe  that  I  heard  the  noise,  a  loud  noise.  I  dont  recall  an  explosion  but  it ...  well,  like 
heavy  thunder.  And  then  that's  when  we  somehow  got  up  over  the  ramp  and  cleared  it. 

RP:      The  stake  bed  truck,  after  you  got  up  over  the  ramp  ...  he  was  still  there?  He  was  still  there  on  the 
right  hand  side? 

PH:  He  had  cleared  it.  He  was  on  the  right  hand  side. 

CR:  So  about  the  time  that  you  started  swaying,  you  saw  that  truck  go  into  the  side. 

PH:  There  was  a  little  time  delay  there  because  we  were  talking,  first  of  all,  to  the  earthquake. 

CR:  Do  we  know  where  that  truck  hit? 
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RP:      No.  I  dont  know.  This  is  the  first  indication  I've  had  of  a  stake  bed  truck  up  there.  I  can  

(Low  conversation  between  Powers  and  Romano) 
PH:      They  painted  the  whole  thing,  havent  they? 

RP:      Yeah.  They  went  up  there  with  spray  guns  and  (unintelligible) .  We'll  look  tomorrow. 

OR:      So  ...  swaying,  fighting  for  control  and  then  all  of  a  sudden  ...  what?  Ramp  or  concrete  falling  on 
you?  Ramp  and  then  pieces  of  corrcrete  coming  down? 

PH:  Another  piece  of  concrete  coming  down. 

OR:  Coming  down  and  possibly  hitting  the  van  maybe?  No? 

PH:  No. 

OR:  The  sides? 

PH:  The  one  I  saw  was  again,  over  in  number  5  lane. 

CR:  OK.  So  to  your  right  you  saw  it  coming  down.  So  that  puts  you  in  the  number  3? 

PH:  I  think  so. 

CR:  You  were  in  the  number  3  lane  at  that  time.  When  you  went  up  the  ramp,  and  when  it  became  a 
ramp  and  you  climbed  it.  To  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  you  were  still  in  that  number  3  lane? 

PH:      Right.  It  would  be  interesting  to  look  at  the  top  of  the  bridge  structure  to  see  if  there's  a  big  I-beam 
that  came  down  on  that  side. 

RP:      Well,  looking  at  how  your  van  got  it,  it  sure  looks  like  that  one  section  of  the  I-beam  rather  than  the 
whole  underneath  of  the  roadway. 

PH:      Now  there's  something  that  caught  it  on  the  left  side,  the  van.  It  switched  to  the  left  rear  end.  Let 
me  get  the  pictures. 

RP:      Yeah,  that  would  be  great. 

PH:      You  can  copy  them,  but  I'd  like  to        Now  also,  if  you  want  to  get  more  pictures  of  it,  I  can  give 

you  the  TV  stations  that  have  taken  pictures  of  it.  Here's  

CR:      Which  ones  were  those  by  the  by  ...  those  TV  stations? 

PH:      OK.  The  first  one  that  came  out  is  INN  ...  Independent  News  Network.  They  took  a  lot  but  they 
rebroadcast  what  they  wanted  to  from  Chicago.  That  was  broadcast  on  the  1 9th. 

CR:       Local  news  stations?  Did  they  come  out  here  from  the  local  channels  too? 

PH:      OK  -  Hang  on.  Independent  News  Network  that  said  their  headquarters  were  down  near  Oakland 
Airport.  Now  ...  the  next  one  was  Channel  2,  but  that ...  they  don't  have  the  pictures  of  the  van. 
They  only  have  what  I  took  in  and  that  was  Saturday  morning.  Oh,  the  third  one  is  Channel  42,  the 
Christian  station  out  of  Concord.  Here's  the  top  right.  This  one  doesn't  do  much  for  you.  Here's 
inside  looking  out.  OK.  You  can  also  see  that  the  bottom  bumper  has  been  pushed  up. 


I 
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RP: 

A  little  compressed  in  there. 

PH: 

OK.  It  doesn't  show  it  as  extrenne  as  I'd  like  it  to  because  1  thought  It  was,  but  thafs  the  left  side 
being  pushed  down. 

(More  low  conversation) 

PH: 

1  would  think  you  had  a  deep  flange  to  get  to  the  sides  at  the  same  time  this  is  coming  in. 

RP: 

Yeah,  that  doesnt  look  like  they  match.    We've  got  a  depth  on  this  of  about  1 8  inches  and  we're 
way  down  at  this  locatron  down  here.  It  came  down  more  on  the  right  side  than  it  did  the  left. 

OR: 

(Uninteligt)ie) 

RP: 

(Uninteligble) 

PH: 

Thafs  what  1  thought. 

CR: 

(Unirteigbie) 

PH: 

Here^ttie  (uninteligble) 

RP: 

(Umnteliigble) 

CR: 

But  see,  he's  coming  (unintelligible)    in  the  right  side  and  the  lower  than  left  side  (unintelligible). 

RP: 

(UninteigpUe) 

CR: 

(Uninteligble) 

RP: 

(Unirteligbie) 

PH: 

This  is  the  front  bumper  pushed  up.  the  wrinkles  In  the  fender  and  a  good  look  at  the  

RP: 

(Uninteligble) 

CR: 

(Uninteigbie) 

RP: 

(Unintelligible) 

CR: 

(Unintelligible) 

RP: 

(Unintelligible) 

RP: 

Yeah,  but  when  he  came  off  he  went  off  this  way  and  then  he  came  off  here. 

PH: 

Like  the  Dukes  of  Hazard. 

RP: 

Yeah. 

CR: 

And  thafs  what  happened  ...  Yeah. 

PH: 

1  don't  know  if  you  can  get  anything  out  of  that  one.  Or  these.  There's  another  newspaper  outfit 

.1 
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that  took  pictures.  Where  did  I  put  them? 

RP:      Yeah.  We're  having  one  of  our  professionals  go  over  and  shoot  from  every  angle  he  can  possibly 
think  of ,  but  these  are  great.  These  are  

OR:      Sir,  see  the  scrapes  through  here?  I  see  some  different  color,  a  brownish  color.  Is  that  a  primer  on 
the  vehicle  I'm  looking  at  or  do  you  think  that  was  something  that  

PH:  I'm  going  to  let  your  experts  check  on  that.  I  thought  it  was  red  lead  from  the  bridge. 

CR:  Yeah,  the  metal  portions  of  the  bridge. 

PH:  That's  what  I  thought  it  was.  I'm  not  sure  how  many  vehicles  use  red  lead  primer  any  more. 

RP:  (Unintelligible)  brown  (unintelligible) 

PH:  No,  thafs  the  red  lead. 

RP:  I've  got  a  chunk  of  the  paint  back  at  the  office.  We'll  probably  get  some  close-ups  on  this. 

CR:      So  again,  you  rememt)er  a  side  swaying  motion?  And  then  the  bottom  drops  out  from  you  and 
now  you're  on  a  hillside? 

PH:  Um-hum. 

CR:      OK.  And  can  you  guesstimate  distance  and/or  time  from  the  beginning  of  the  sway  to  when  you 
said,  "Oh,  boy  -  We're  on  a  ramp"  and  you  felt  it  fall?  Can  you  take  yourself  through  that? 

PH:      Well,  let's  go  through  The  best  way  to  try  and  figure  it ....  figure  I'm  going  in  normal  traffic  45  to 

50  and  you  got  this  swaying  motion.  And  I'm  not  able  to  say  hey,  do  we  have  flat  tires?  And  we 
keep  going,  but  slowly.... 

END  SIDE  ONE  OF  TAPE 
SIDE  TWO  OF  TAPE 

CR:      OK,  super.  So  at  best  you  applied  the  brakes  but  not  a  panic  stop.  I  guess  thaf  s  what  they  call  It? 

PH:      Right.  A  slight  touch  of  the  brakes  I  would  say  -  slowing  down.  Drive  up  a  little  bit  and  then  how  do 
I  say  (unintelligible)  but  I  cannot;  I'm  not  sure  how  real  far.  You're  talking  deck  lanes.  Arent  they 
about  40  feet,  50? 

RP:      Well,  the  section  went  down  to  about  49  feet,  so  just  

PH:      OK.  So  it  could  easily  be  a  couple  of  lengths,  but  it....  And  then  the  deck  dropped.  Well  no  ... 
then  I  mentioned  I  saw  ...  OK.  I'm  slowing  down  and  then  I  see  the  truck  hit  the  right  side.  We 
know  it's  an  earthquake  and  then  almost  immediately  in  my  memory,  we  were  on  the  ramp. 

CR:      And  possibly  the  top  fell  in  there.  So  you  cant  place  ...  Can  you  place  the  ramp  to  the  top  falling  in 
at  all?  Ast>est  

PH:       No.  there  was  

CR:      It  all  seemed  to  happen  at  once? 

 \ 
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PH:       It  seemed  like  It  happened  at  once,  but  keep  in  mind  I'm  up  in  the  front  and  the  top  is  hitting  the 
rear  of  it.  And  at  the  same  time,  my  adrenaline,  or  whatever  it  is,  is  going  to  dear  us  up  over  the 
ramp.  So  I'm  ...  I'm  really  kind  of  focused  in  on  trying  to  clear  the  ramp. 

RP:      That's  understandable.  Everything  happened  up  there  in  a  split  second  and  we  make  a  lot  of 
decisions  real  quick. 

PH:      But  you  have  the  other  counterpart  that  says  the  roll  lasted  what?  How  many  seconds? 
'!     RP:  15. 

PH:       1 5.  And  so  you're  working  your  way  through  that. 

IRP:      Yeah,  but  what  part  of  that  1 5  seconds  were  you  involved  with  just  that  short  50  foot  section. 
You're  traveling  along  how  fast? 

PH:      We  were  starting  into  it  at  about  approximately  45. 

RP:      45  miles  an  hour.  So  you  only  have  a  short  couple  of  seconds  in  that  actual  section  before  you 
were  through  it.  So  wete  talking  a  relatively  short  period. 

PH:      Well,  by  the  time  that  I  got  to  the  ramp  that  I'm  on  and  I  had  reduced  speed  and  I  think  that  I  put  my 
pedal  down  to  clear  it. 

RP:      IVe  had  a  couple  ...  everytxxjy  tells  me  about  the  same  thing  as  far  as  It  felt  like  we  were  starting  to 
get  a  flat  tire  and  it  felt  like  we  were  getting  all  flat  tires,  and  then  we  realized  something  else  was 
wrong.  Do  you  remember  seeing  any  part  of  the  structure,  a  water  pipe  had  burst? 

PH:      Afterwards  I  saw  the  water  pipes. 

RP:      Because  some  of  your  party  mentioned  that  they  saw  a  water  pipe  on  the  left  side. 

PH:      Yeah,  right.  I  did  see  that  but  that  was  after,  to  me,  when  we  started  back  up  to  get  together  down 
on  the  bridge.  The  water  pipes  were  pouring  water. 

RP:  OK.  You've  answered  most  all  my  questions. 

CR:  Yeah  ...  me  too. 

RP:  So  we're  looking  pretty  good  there.  You  naturally  have  insurance  on  your  van? 

PH:  This  is  through  VPSI.  I  didn't  bring  the ...  Oh,  I  have  It. 

CR:  There  was  an  article  made  from  Chrysler. 

PH:  It's  in  the  article? 

CR:  Well,  they  mention  it  in  the  vanpools. 

PH:  Yeah,  right  there.  No,  no  this  is  yours.  I'm  looking  for  

RP:  Could  I  get  the  number  on  that? 
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PH:      Yeah.  Let  me  give  you  a  contact  name  for  that.  It's  Area  code 

Now  whether  Sophia  actually  saw  water  or  not;  it's  a  possibility  because  I'm 
concentrating  on  what's  ahead. 

RP:      Well,  that's  understandable.  Sophia  had  a  lot  to  say  that  night.  I  started  out  at  7  o'clock  and  I  didnl 
get  out  of  her  home  until  10  o'clock.  And  she  wrote  two  pages  of  how  thankful  she  was  to  survive 
this.  I  was  about  dead!  But  she  had  a  lot  to  say.  Her  husband  made  drawings  of  what  he  felt  had 
happened  and  we  had  to  go  through  those  individually  and   ; 

PH:      She's  an  interesting  character.  I  don't  want  to  have  it  on  tape  though! 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 


El 
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P-3A,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  on  November  20,  1989  at 

1940  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  The  following 

is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present  during  the 
interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 

^Q.  •««•*<>* 


RP:   Officer  Powers  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  I'll  be  conducting  an  interview  at  the  home  of 


EB:       If s  •  •  •  • 


RP:      Excuse  me  -  :.  I  understand  you  had  quite  an  experience  from  what  everytxxjy  has 

told  me  throughout  the  whole  episode  here.  I'm  glad  nobody  is  really  seriously  injured  out  of  this. 

EB:      Yeah.  In  fact,  I  rode  home  in  the  van.  We  got  the  van  back  together  and  there  was  two  people. 

And  I  think  they  were  the  two  most  seriously  injured.  Have  you  talked  to  him? 

RP:      Yeah.  Mr.  Thompson's  got  a  compression  fracture,  but  he's  doing  pretty  good. 

EB:      Yeah.  They  say  he's  going  to  be  back  to  work  in  a  month. 

RP       Yeah,  he's  doing  pretty  good.  Mrs.  »  •  •  there  

EB:      That  was  the  other  one.  She  wasnl  in  the  van. 

RP:      Yeah.  She's  -- 1  don't  know  what  she's  doing  as  far  as  doing  good  or  bad.  She  wasnt  feeling  good 
when  I  first  talked  to  her.  She  was  one  of  the  first  people  interviewed. 

EB:      She's  never  feeling  good! 

RP:      OK.  Usually  what  we  do  is  we  go  through  a  series  of  questions  -  where  were  you  going,  where  did 
you  come  off,  where  did  you  come  on.  What  I'm  going  to  do  is  just  let  you  go  ahead  and  tell  me 
the  whole  story  as  you  remember  It  -  Where  you  came  on  the  bridge  from,  what  lane  you  were  in, 
how  fast  you  were  going,  and  what  you  saw. 

EB:      OK.  We  came  on  the  bridge  on  the  Fremont  ramp.  Traffic  was  very  light  and  we  were  proceeding 
towards  Oakland  and  we  were  going  about  40  to  45  miles  an  hour.  I'd  say  atxDut  40  miles  an  hour. 
And  we  had  just  come  past  Treasure  Island.  And  all  at  once,  we  thought  we  had  a  flat  tire.  And  the 
van  was  veering  to  the  left  and  to  the  right  and  the  driver.  •  •  had  this  little  trouble 

controlling  it.  And  all  at  once,  out  of  the  comer  of  my  eye,  I  saw  a  truck  sort  of  -  It  slammed  against 
the  left  hand  guardrail.  And  I  was  looking  ahead  and  I  turned  to  Parker  and  I  says,  "Its  an 
earthquake!".  And  I  looked  out  the  front  of  the  van.  I  was  sitting  on  the  right  hand  passenger 
side.  And  I  looked  and  at  that  point  in  time,  just  in  front  of  the  van,  I  saw  the  lower  deck  crack  and 
separate.  I  guess  It  was  -  I'm  trying  to  figure  out  -  Because  we  went  over  fairly  fast.  But  my  guess 
is  that  it  CTacked  and  separated  about  two  -  three  inches.  At  which  time  -  When  we  went  over  the 
crack,  we  started  to  go  down  and  the  driver  -- 1  think  I  hollered  to  •  •  •  •  ,  or  seem  to  rememtjer 
that  I  hollered  at  him  -  I  said,  "Hit  it!"  And  he  pressed  passing  gear  and  when  I  looked  out  the  front 
of  the  van,  I  saw  that  our  nose  was  lower  than  the  cement  that  we  were  going  to.  So  I  thought  to 
myself  well       I  rememt)er  putting  my  hand  down  on  the  seatt)ett  and  thinking  well,  if  I  survive  the 
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crash  of  going  into  the  cement,  I  want  to  try  to  release  my  seatbelt  and  jump  out  of  the  van 
because  as  far  as  I  was  concerned  when  I  saw  the  thing  crack,  that  I  didnt  think  there  was  any  road 
under  us.  I  figured  we  were  going  in  the  drink  and  I  was  going  to  try  to  get  out  of  the  van.  And 
about  that  time  -This  whole  thing  maybe  took  a  second  or  a  second  and  a  half.  About  that  time  as 
I  was  thinking  about  that,  there  was  this  loud  (unintelligible)  or  hit,  Ijecause  I  guess  we  were.  And 
my  glasses  flew  off.  I  went  straight  up.  The  seatbelt  wouldn't  let  me  go  anywhere  but  straight  up, 
arid  I  hit  the  top  of  my  head  on  the  top  of  the  van  and  came  back  down.  And  without  my  glasses 
on,  I  can't  see  much.  And  so  we  stopped  a  little  way  up  the  way  and  there  was  a  lot  of  groaning 
from  the  back  of  the  van.  Since  I  was  looking  around  for  my  glasses,  I  didnt  look  back  to  see  what 
had  happened  or  anything  except  Parker  said  he  was  going  to  stop  and  check  the  people  for 
injuries.  And  between  the  two  of  us,  we  decided  that  it  might  be  best  -  In  fact,  I  think  I  said  let's 
get  the  expletive  deleted  off  this  bridge  in  case  there's  an  aftershock!  He  looked  at  me  and 
agreed.  And  so  we  drove  off  the  bridge  and  to  the  toll  plaza.  And  when  we  pulled  -  And  we  were 
driving  to  the  toll  plaza  because  it  was  obvious  that  we  had  some  people  --  At  that  time  we  thought 
they  were  more  seriously  injured  than  what  they  ended  up  to  be.  When  we  pulled  into  the  toll 
plaza,  they  were  still  letting  vehicles  going  toward  San  Francisco  on  the  bridge,  onto  the  bridge. 
So.  •     went  in  to  the  office  to  let  them  know  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed 

because  he  evidently  had  boked  into  his  rear  view  mirror  and  had  seen  the  collapse  of  it.  And  so 
they  quit  letting  cars  go  across  the  bridge.  For  a  time,  I'd  say  that  we  most  probably  hit  the  toll 
plaza;  no  more  than  five  or  six  minutes  after  the  earthquake.  Because  we  didnt  stop  for  much. 

The  one  thing  that  was  odd      And  then  when  Parker  went  in  -  At  the  time  I  got  out  and  I  guess  I 

was  the  least  shaken  up.  You  know,  there  were  a  lot  of  people  dazed.  So  I  basically  went  around 
and  started  looking  for  leaks  in  case  there  was  a  fire  in  the  van  or  you  know,  things  like  that.  And 
then  I  was  at)solutety  amazed  when  I  walked  to  the  back  of  the  van  were  •  •  •  •  .  was  and  seen 
his  head  just  barely  below  where  the  thing  was  cracked.  I  took  a  look  at  him  just  to  see  if  he  was  in 
shock  or  if  there  were  any  problems.  I  started  k)Oking  around  for  intemal  bleeding  and  you  know, 
anything  where  somebody  was  really  badly  hurt.  It  looked  like  •  •  •  •  •  vas  pretty  alert,  but  I 
told  him  not  to  move  a  muscle,  you  know,  just  stay  right  there.  And  the  one  thing  -  If  we  could  get 
something  out  of  this.  I  think  is  bad  is  that  the  toll  plaza  didn't  have  any  emergency  radio.  They 
had  no  emergency  supplies  whatsoever,  even  boards  for  back  braces  or  anything  like  that.  And  if 
we  could  get  anything  out  of  it,  I  think  they  should  have  some  emergency  supplies  at  the  toll  plaza  I 
because  if  there  was  a  disaster  to  the  bridge,  that  would  be  the  first  place  people  would  stop.  And  j 
we  asked  if  there  were  any  supplies  or  if  there  was  anything  like  a  radio  or  whatever,  they  ~  The  i 
person  there  said  no,  we've  never  had  need  for  a  radio  because  almost  always  there's  a  Highway  | 
Patrolman,  you  know,  at  the  bridge.  So  in  retrospect,  that's  the  one  thing  I  think  would  maybe  be  j 

helpful  to  have  emergency      So  then  when  we  assessed  that,  it  seemed  that  those  people  j 

were  more  in  disarray  than  we  were.  So  Parker,  he's  a  good  first  aid  man  and  been  in  hospitals  for  j 
quite  a  while,  so  we  sort  of  figured  out  that  we  most  probably  had  more  medical  expertise  at  that  l 
given  point  in  time  for  our  people  than  anybody  there.  And  then  this  good  Samaritan  came  up  -  I  | 
dont  know  his  name.  He  literally  was  the  biblical  Good  Samaritan  because  - 1  don't  think;  I  really  ll 
don't  think  you  would  talk  to  him  if  you  walked  and  saw  him  on  the  street.  You  would  go  around  |l 
him.  He  came  up,  really  nice,  and  offered  to  take  our  two  people  to  the  hospital,  the  ones  that  11 
obviously  had  a  problem.  And  so  we  carefully  got  them  out  of  the  van  as  best  we  could  and  we  t 
kept  them  as  immobile  as  we  could.  As  it  turned  out,  the  scary  part  of  it  was  that  it  was  a  good  thing 
that  we  did  what  we  did  with  Thompson  because  evidently  he  had  had  prior  surgery  where  he  had 
shunts  up  in  his  neck  anyway  -  Yeah!  And  so  all  that  Ccime  out  OK.  And  this  good  Samaritan  got 
two  of  these  injured  people  to  the  hospital  within  about  ten  minutes  and  not  only  that,  he  had  a 
cellular  phone  so  the  people  could  call  their  loved  ones  as  far  as  telling  them  where  people  were 
in  the  hospital.  It  was  obvious  -  And  when  we  listened  to  the  radio,  we  happened  to  have  the 

World  Series;  Lon  Simmons  and  the  guy  who  used  to  do  the  basketball  and  Raiders  or   Both 

of  them  are  heck  of  a  nice        And  they  were  the  people  coming  back  on  the  air  first.  And  they 

did  a  nice  job.  And  really,  they  were  the  ones  that  told  us  that  the  Cypress  - 1  guess  they  had  ,i 
found  out  that  the  Cypress  had  collapsed.  And  so  when  we  looked  out,  we  saw  that  the  whole 
area  was  all  backed  up.  And  we  decided  that  -  Also,  an  additional  emergency  help  to  us  was  l 
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probably  wouldnl  be  there  because  everybody  would  be  over  where  the  other  disaster  was.  And 
so  then  we  decided  to  drive  home  and  we  went  up  over  Tilden  by  San  Pablo,  San  Pablo  Dam 
Road,  and  came  on  home.  We  were  home  by  6:30! 

RP:      Amazing!  A  couple  of  things  I  want  to  clarify.  Lets  go  back  and  up  onto  the  roadway  itself  when 
the  earthquake  first  appeared.  You  said  you  saw  a  crack  start  to  open  up  two  to  three  inches. 
Could  you  clarify  whereabouts  in  the  roadway?  There  was  five  lanes  across  there. 

EB:      OK.  We  were  either  in  the  next  to  the  rail  right  hand  lane  or  we  were  in  the  right  hand  lane.  We 

were  always  in  one  of  those  two  lanes.  And  I  saw  when  it  went  up  -  And  we  were  just  going  over  it 
like  down  about  three  or  four  feet  from  you  and  it  literally  opened  up  that  far  in  front  of  the  van.  It 
opened  

RP:      You  mean  between  your  wheels? 

E  B :       All  ttie  way  across. 

RP:       All  the  way  across;  crosswise? 

EB:      Yeah.  Crosswise  and  just  like  - 1  mean,  it  was  straight  too.  It  wasnt  jagged.  It  was  a  straight 

opening  up  right  across.  I  don't  know  how  far  it  went  because  my  eyes  didnt  follow  it  that  way 
because  we  went  across  the  opening.  He  hit  passing  gear  and  then  everything  happened.  So 
my  theory  -  and  this  is  pure  theory  -  is  in  looking  at  the  pictures,  we  were  right  above  the  support 
that  went  all  the  way  down  to  the  bed.  And  it  moved,  and  according  to  --  We  have  some  Bechtol 
engineers  in  the  pool  --  According  to  the  Bechtol  engineers,  the  lower  part  down  there  moved 
five  to  seven  inches,  OK?  So  that  lower  part  moved  and  it  then  caused  that  lower  roadway  to 
move  and  luckily,  the  tower  roadway  didn't  move  enough  to  shear  the  bolts  -  or  we  would  have 
gone  in  the  drink!  And  then  the  upper  roadway,  of  course,  just  by  a  triangle,  had  to  move  more 
and  therefore  sheared  the  bolts  and  you  had  the  piece  come  down.  And  it  was  just  sort  of  in  the 
rolling  motion  that  the  was  in  an  easteriy  direction,  the  earthquake.  That's  just  pure  theory. 

RP:      OK.  That's  what  we're  trying  to  put  together  is  what  happened  out  there.  I  have  pictures  coming 
of  the  van  and  especially,  some  pictures  taken  of  the  roof  shot  so  I  can  see  what  hit  the  top  of  the 
van.  I  know  what  hit  it,  but  I  want  to  know  where  It  hit  it  at.  And  the  top  picture  will  show  me  that. 
Everytjody's  got  the  sideviews,  but  I  want  an  aerial  photo  of  the  van.  Well,  you've  pretty  much 
covered  everything  which  
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P-3B, interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  on  November  9,  1989  at 
1100  hous.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  California.  The  following  is 

an  edited  transcript  of  that  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTinCATION: 

RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 
SB:  Sandra  Barairo 

RP:   and  the  date  is  1 1/9/89.  I'm  here  with    •  •     •  •  '  in  her  office  at 

On  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  you  were  apparently  traveling  in  a 
vanpool  eastbound  on  the  Bay  Bridge.  Can  you  tell  me  what  transpired  and  what  your  first 
indications  were  that  you  were  having  a  problem,  or  the  driver  was  having  a  problem. 

SB:      Well,  see  actually,  the  smoothness  of  the  driving  changed.  And  I  was  looking  out  the  window  and 
seen  pan  of  the  bridge  just  collapsing.  I  actually  saw  it.  And  the  pipes  were  all  broken. 

RP:  When  you  say  you  saw  part  of  the  bridge  collapsing,  do  you  

SB:  The  side  of  the  bridge. 

RP:  The  side  of  the  bridge.  So  that  would  be  your  left  side. 

SM:  Yeah,  uh-huh  -  my  left  side.  Because  I  was  looking  this  way. 

RP:  Is  that  the  bridge  railing  or  the  roadway  deck  itself? 

SB:  I  think  it  is  the  railing  plus  the  pipes  also. 

RP:  OK.  Could  you  see  any  part  of  the  roadway  above  you  or  below  you? 

SB:  No,  because  I  was  not  looking  up.  I  was  looking  towards  the  side. 

RP:  OK.  Go  ahead  from  there. 

SB:  And  I  noticed  that  the  water  was  just  gushing  out  of  the  pipes  and  I  said  God,  this  is  weird.  I 

thought  the  steel  railing  is  sort  of  a  foundation  for  the  pipes,  OK.  And  to  see  water  just  coming 

!  out;  it  was  really  weird.  And  my  feeling  was  that  the  van  was  In  this  position  -  tilted. 

RP:       Tilted  back  from  the  rear? 

f    SB:       Right,  uh-huh. 

RP:      The  rear  was  down? 

SB:       Right,  uh-huh.  I  think  I  was  holding  onto  something  because  we  were  in  this  position.  I  knew  right 
there  that  there  was  something  wrong. 

RP:      OK.  As  far  as  holding  on  -  the  back  of  the  seat  of  the  driver? 

SB:       I  don't  know  what  I'm  holding  on  to. 

RP:      Just  holding  on? 
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SB:       Right,  uh-huh.  Because  it  was  like  we  were  falling  and  I'm  scared  that  we  might  just  fall  in  the  water 
and  I  dont  know  how  to  swim.  That  was  my  feeling  and  reaction. 

RP:  OK.  Did  you  see  any  part  of  the  upper  structure  falling  down?  ' 

SB:  No,  I  didn't  actually. 

RP:  Did  you  hear  anything  out  of  the  ordinary? 

SB:  No,  just  people  in  the  van.  One  person  said  he  was  getting  out  of  the  van,  just  jumping.  And  

RP:  Do  you  remember  who  that  was? 

SB:  I  dont  It  was  coming  from  behind  me. 

RP:  Well,  that's  understandable. 

SB:  And  I  think  at  that  time  Sophie  opened  the  door. 

RP:  The  van  was  still  moving  and  Sophie  opened  the  door. 

SB:  Uh-huh.  And  she  told  me  she  saw,  you  know,  like  a  gap  but  I  didn't  see  that  part. 

RP:  How  often  do  you  ride  in  the  vanpool? 

SB:  Every  day,  morning  and  afternoon. 

RP:  OK.  Do  you  remember  what  traffic  was  like?  Were  there  cars  around  you?  Were  there  any 
specific  cars  you  can  tell  me? 

SB:  Yeah.  No,  except  for  that  big  bus. 

RP:  There  was  a  big  bus? 

SB:  Right.  Uh-huh.  It's  like  Greyhound  bus  but  It's  not  a  Greyhound  bus. 

RP:  AC  Transit? 

SB:  Something  like  that. 

RP:  OK.  But  just  the  bus  itself? 

SB:  Uh-huh. 

RP:  Was  that  right  alongside  you,  or  

SB:  Well  actually,  it  was  behind  us  and  he  overtook.  And  at  that  time  I  thought  that  he  was  the  one  that 
was  causing  all  this  commotion. 

RP:      What  lane  were  you  in? 

SB:      The  second  to  the  right  on  the  

I 

 .K 
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RP: 

OK.  So  next  to  the  slow  lane? 

SB. 

Right,  uh-huh. 

RP: 

And  the  bus  was  in 

SB: 

Next  lane  to  us. 

RP: 

Next  lane  to  the  right;  the  slow  lane? 

SB: 

On  the  left  side. 

RP: 

So  he'd  be  in  the  next  lane,  the  lane  to  your  left? 

SB: 

Uh-huh,  but  he  overtook. 

RP: 

So  he  was  p>ast  you  when  the  bridge  started  to  fall? 

SB: 

Oh  yeah,  way  past  us. 

RP: 

He  was  up  quite  a  ways? 

SB: 

Uh-huh. 

RP: 

Can  you  give  me  a  rough  estimate  of  how  far  he  was  away? 

SB: 

1  don't. 

RP: 

Do  you  remember  how  many  people  there  were  in  your  van? 

SB: 

1 
f 

1  think  1 2.  Because  1  know  there's  a  regular  rider  and  at  that  time,  he  did  not  ride  with  us.  1  doni 
know  if  he  was  on  vacation  or  what. 

RP: 

Do  you  remember  apFxoximately  where  you  were  on  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  started  to 
take  place? 

SB: 

1  doni. 

RP: 

OK.  And  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong  was  the  vehicle  felt  like  it  was  slightly  out 
of  control  in  the  back  of  the  vehicle? 

SB: 

Right,  uh-huh.  And  all  of  a  sudden  1  remembered  the  drawtxidges  on  the  East  Coast.  Because  1 

lived  in  Chicago  and  so      1  thought  maybe  God,  this  is  not  a  drawbridge  -  Why  is  this  happening 

to  us? 

RP: 

Did  it  seem  like  the  bridge  was  raising  up? 

SB: 

UH-HUH,  exactly. 

RP: 

And  your  van  was  starting  to  go  uphill? 

SB: 

Um-hum. 

RP: 

OK.  Once  the  van  went  uphill,  what  happened  from  there? 
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SB:      I  think  the  driver  put  on  the  accelerator  because  you  could  feel  it.  And  all  of  a  sudden,  we  sort  to 
bounced  forward. 

RP:       Did  you  come  down  on  a  solid  part  of  the  bridge?  Was  there  more  hazards  you  had  to  go  over? 

SB:      No.  I  think  It  was  pretty  solid.  We  just  landed  straight  and  at  that  time,  I  just  saw  my  face  -  You 
know,  blood  coming  down. 

RP:      Did  you  stop  after  this,  or  did  you  continue  going? 

SB:      We  slowed  down. 

RP:      You  slowed  down? 

SB:      Uh-huh,  slowed  down.  And  then  we  continued  on. 
RP:      To  where? 

SB:  To  the  toll  plaza.  So  I  don't  know  how  far  we  were  past  that.  Because  I  looked  behind  us  right 
after  that,  and  I  didnl  see  any  vehicles  behind  us.  So  I  was  wondering  what  happened  to  the 
other  ones. 

RP:       How  about  the  bus  that  was      Did  you  see  the  bus? 

SB:      No,  not  after  the  accident.  I  remember. 
RP:       Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  -  Mayt)e  a  truck,  or  any  other  cars? 

SB:      One  car  which  ~  I  thought  he  just  parked  his  car  right  on  the  -  What  thing  is  that?  That  would  be 
the  right  hand  lane. 

RP:      Did  you  feel  any  part  of  the  bridge  strike  your  vehicle? 

SB:      No.  I  thought  the  impact  was  IH<e  when  we  sort  of  bounced  forward,  but  I  did  not  really  feel  when  it 
drop  on  us. 

RP:      When  did  you  realize  that  the  bridge  had  come  down  and  hit  your  vehicle? 
SB:      I  did  not  until  I  saw  the,  you  know,  part  of  the  back  of  the  van. 
RP:      After  you  stopped  at  the  toll  plaza? 

SB:      Right,  uh-huh.  No,  actually  before  that.  Because  I  looked  behind.  Actually,  I  was  asking  for  a 

handkerchief  because  it  was  just  bleeding.  And  then  I  seen  in  fc>ack  of  us  and  I  didnl  see  any  cars. 

RP:      Were  you  the  only  passenger  that  was  injured? 

SB:  No. 

RP:      Can  you  tell  me  who  else  was? 

SB:      The  guy  behind  me,  sitting  behind  me,  lost  his  glasses  and  I've  seen  like  scratch  on  his  upper  lip 
t)ecause  it  is  all  red.  Not  just  scratch  -  It  was  bleeding.  Not  really  bleeding  hard,  but  it  was  like  the 
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skin  was  scraped.  And  the  other  guy  sitting  next  to  him  lost  -  I  thought  It  was  a  tooth,  but 
apparently  it  was  more  than  one.  Because  he  showed  me  his  tooth.  And  another  guy,  he's  got 
torn  trousers  and  he  actually  told  me  that  it's  sort  of  -  I  cant  think  of  -  It's  not  bruise,  but  -  I  cant 
think  of  it. 

RP:      OK.  that's  fine.  Do  you  know  who  that  man  is? 
SB:      "  '  • 

RP:      Mr.  •  •  .,  OK.  Once  you  got  down  to  the  toll  plaza,  I  understand  there  was  some  other  people 
that  came  along  that  transported  you  to  the  hospital. 

SB:       Right,  that's  some  volunteers.  They  were  motorists  also  because  they  couldnt  get  

RP;       Do  you  remember  them  at  all  up  on  the  bridge? 

SB:  No. 

RP:       You  went  to  what  hospital? 

SB:       I  did  not  go  to  any  hospital  until  the  next  day.  If  s  because  when  I  drove  back  home      I  was 

worried  about  my  children;  they  were  at  home.  And  I  was  thinking  there  might  be  an  aftershock 
and  I  didnt  want  to  leave  them  all  alone.  And  I  was  thinking  if  I  take  them  with  me  to  the  hospital 
and  if  there's  another  earthquake  and  we  are  out  on  the  road  -  I  cant  take  another  of  that. 

RP:      Thai's  understandable.  What  hospital  did  you  go  to? 

SB:      The  next  day  I  went  to  my  doctor's,  which  is  Dr. 

RP:      How  do  you  spell  that? 

SB:  1^  and  the  last  name  is  •  •  •  • 

RP:      And  he's  located  where? 

SB:       In  Walnut  Creek.  Its  on  in  Walnut  Creek. 

RP:       Is  there  anything  else  you  can  add  to  your  statement  about  what  transpired  up  there?  Anything  to 
do  with  the  structure  and  the  bridge  and  seeing  what  fell,  know  you  explained  to  me  you  saw  the 
pipes  on  the  left  side  of  you  break  open  and  the  water  start  flowing  out.  And  then  the  van 
suddenly  dropping  and  then  going  uphill.  Other  than  that,  does  anything  come  to  mind? 

SB:      No.  I  didnt  think  it  was  an  earthquake  to  tell  you  frankly.  I  thought  it  was  just  the  bridge  giving  way 
or  

RP:      At  what  point  did  you  find  out  it  was  an  earthquake? 

SB:      Well,  I  think  when  we  got  home;  when  I  turned  on  the  television.  Uh-huh.  I  knew  It  was  the 
bridge,  but  I  didnt  know  it  was  the  earthquake. 

RP:      OK  Well,  terrific.  I've  got  here  a  form.  This  Is  a  medical  release  form.  This  allows  us  access  to 

your  medical  records.  What  I'd  like  is  an  authorization  to  go  ahead  and  take  a  look  at  your  medical 
records  because  I  understand  you've  had  a  broken  nose.  Have  you  ever  been  in  an  earthquake 
before? 
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SB:      Yeah,  but    Let  me  see  here.  Not  this  sort  of  earthquake.  You  know,  just  the  Irttle  earthquakes 
that  we  have. 

RP:      And  you  a  native  Calif  or  nian? 

SB:      No,  no.  Well,  when  I  was  in  the  Philippines,  there  was  a  big  earthquake  in  the  1960's.  But  I  was 
too  small  to  even  remember  the  details. 

RP:      When  you're  a  kid,  they're  kind  of  fun. 

SB:      Right,  I  know.  Hospital  -  It  was  not  a  hospital  but  it's  a  doctor's  office. 

RP:      OK.  You  can  go  ahead  and  put  the  doctor  that  was  in  there.  Were  there  any  complications  in  your 
injuries? 

SB:      Well,  I  have  a  broken  nose.  It's  not  the  cartilage;  ifs  the  nose.  And  the  doctor  says  since  the 

alignment  is  - 1  mean,  it's  aligned  well  -  straight.  See,  there's  a  gap,  OK?  It  will  heal  itself  in  about  a 
year  or  so,  you  know.  As  long  as  it's  not  causing  any  breathing  problems  or  anything,  then  I'll  be 
fine.  Except  for  this  keloid  formation,  which  is  there.  He  can't  give  me  anything  right  now  because 
it  might  just  make  a  dent.  And  he's  going  to  check  this  out  after  nine  months  he  said. 

RP:      OK.  He's  just  allowing  it  to  heal  on  its  own  for  right  now. 

SB:      Right.  And  then  there's  still  a  bump  here  and  that's  a  hematoma,  probably  a  blood  clot.  And.... 
RP:      Do  you  remember  what  you  hit  in  the  van? 

SB:      I  don't.  I  wasnt  wearing  a  seatt>elt.  I  know  that  for  a  fact.  And  i  couldn't  have  possibly  hit  the 
driver's  seat  because  ifs  velour.  I  mean,  you  know,  there's  no  sharp  object. 

RP:      But  they  are  covered  -  The  velour  does  cover  a  frame  on  the  seat.  Do  you  normally  wear  a 
seatbelt  in  the  vehicle? 

SB:       I  do,  uh-huh.  But  at  that  time,  you  know,  since  I  was  sitting  right  inside,  you  know,  I  did  not. 

Usually  when  I  sit  like  -  You  know,  that  guy  between  us  -  If  I  take  that  seat,  I  would  definitely  wear  a 
seatt>ett. 

RP:      Was  there  a  gentleman  seated  in  the  seat  next  to  you? 
SB:      Yeah,  uh-huh. 

RP:      Was  he  wearing  a  seatbelt?  Do  you  remember? 

SB:      No,  I  doni  remember.  But  they  usually  do  anyway,  whoever  is  sitting  in  that  position.  Ifs  just  in 
case  the  driver  or  whoever  puts  on  the  brakes,  you  know;  he  won't  t>e  thrown  up  to  the 
windshield. 

RP:      Yeah,  you  never  know  with  seatbelts.  They're  always  good  to  have  one. 

SB:      Yeah.  But  you  know  the  guy  sitting  next  to  the  driver  -  He  was  wearing  a  seatbelt. 

RP:      That  was  Ed. 
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SB:      Yeah,  .....  He  was  sitting  --  Seatt>elt.  But  then  he  hit  his  head  right  on  top  of  the  roof.  So  I 
guess  it's  either  forward  or  up  you  go. 

RP:      That* s  true.  But  I'm  wondering  what  else  he  might  have  hit  if  he  wasnt  wearing  his  seatbelt. 

SB:      That's  true  too.  Probably  his  head  against  the  windshield.  Definitely. 

RP:  Yeah. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-3F,  ...........  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  via  telephone  on 

November  10,  1989.  The  interview  began  at  1000  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape 
recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 
SM:  ....... 

RP:   one,  and  I'm  going  to  be  talking  with  Mr. .  .  ..  His  phone  number  is  .  .  .  . . 

SM:  Hello. 

RP:       Mr.  .  .     Yes,  this  is  Officer  Powers  from  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  I've  been  trying  to  get  a 
hold  of  you.  We  wanted  to  talk  to  you  in  regards  to  the  incident  on  the  Bay  Bridge. 

SM:  Oh,  is  that  right? 

RP:  Yeah.  That  was  quite  an  incident. 

SM:  Yes.  it  was. 

RP:  IVe  been  talking  to  Parker  and  Ed  and  Warren  

SM:  Yeah.  I'm  sorry  -  Where  are  you  calling  from? 

RP:  I'm  calling  from  the  San  Francisco  Highway  Patrol  office. 

SM:  OK. 

RP:  I'd  like  to  ask  you  a  few  questions. 

SM:  Yes.  please  -  Go  ahead. 

RP:  One  -  Could  I  get  your  driver's  license  number  if  you  have  a  driver's  license? 

SM:  Why  you  need  all  that  information? 

RP:  Well,  like  I  said,  we're  documenting  this  incident  for  history  and  being  though  you  were  part  of  a 
van  that  got  struck  by  the  Bay  Bridge,  we  want  to  get  all  the  information  from  the  people  that  were 
involved  in  this. 

SM:  I  see.  No  problem.  My  driver's  license  number  is  N  as  an  Nancy,  .... 

RP:  Do  you  know  your  social  security  number  off  hand? 

8M:  ...... 

RP:  Were  you  injured  at  all  that  night? 

SM:  I  had  injuries  but  nothing  serious.  Yeah,  tender. 

RP:  Mostly  bumps  and  bruises? 
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SM: 

Yeah.  Bumps  and  bruises.  1  had  quite  a  few  though. 

RP: 

Well,  that's  understandable.  1  saw  pictures  of  the  van. 

SM: 

Yeah,  you  know,  but  nothing  broke  or  -  not  even  a  hairline  crack. 

RP: 

That's  terrific. 

SM: 

Just  superficial  -  Still  healing  but,  you  know,  nothing  serious. 

RP: 

Well  good.  Can  you  tell  me  whereabouts  you  were  seated  in  the  van? 

SM: 

1  was  seated  -  OK.  Let's  picture  the  van  now.  The  driver  was  in  the  driver's  seat.  And  behind  that 
is  a  two-seater. 

RP: 

Right.  Sandy  was  sitting  right  behind. 

SM: 

Sandy  was  sitting  right  there.  And  1  was  sitting  diagonally  to  Sandy  on  the  seat  behind  her.  In 
other  words,  the  aisle  side  of  the  second  two-seater. 

RP: 

Who  was  seated  to  your  left? 

SM: 

To  my  left  was  •  •  •  •  •  the  guy  who  unfortunately  broke  his  teeth  and  all  that. 

RP: 

1  understand  he  knocked  out  a  few.  1  was  tcilking  to  Mr.  «  *  *  *  and  I'm  going  to  talk  to  Mr. 

■  •  •  •  »  tomorrow  night.  He'll  be  back  in  then.  I've  got  a  list  of  questions  on  a  sheet  I'd  like  to 

ask  you,  if  you  don't  mind.  Just  simple  like  what  direction  you  were  traveling? 

SM: 

We  were  traveling  eastbound. 

RP: 

Do  you  travel  that  route  very  often? 

SM: 

Well,  we  travel  every  day  -  In  the  van,  1  mean.  If  s  a  vanpool,  so  we  

RP: 

Do  you  remember  traffic  that  night?  Was  it  light?  Was  there  a  lot  of  

SM: 

Traffic  was  light.  It  was  light. 

RP: 

Do  you  remember  any  cars  around  you  at  the  time? 

SM: 

Unfortunately  not.  1  was  reading  a  paper  as  usual  and  1  didnt  

RP: 

Sounds  like  -  Mr.  ♦  .  •  •was  reading  a  paper  too.  Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in? 

SM: 

Normally,  we  -  Yeah.  Probably  second  or  third  lane  from  the  right  hand  side.  We  were  in  the 
middle  lanes  somewhere.  : 

RP: 

Do  you  have  an  idea  of  how  fast  you  guys  were  going? 

SM: 

Parker  is  a  fairly,  you  know,  careful  driver.  Thanks  to  him,  we  are  alive  actually!  But  1  would  say, 
since  the  traffic  was  not  heavy,  he  must  have  been  traveling  at  50  to  55  miles  an  hour. 

RP: 

How  many  people  were  in  the  van  that  day? 
 H 
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SM:      Goodness  -  I'll  be  guessing  again.  Probably  ten  of  us  that  day? 

RP:       Do  you  remember  -  Well,  let's  see.  What  was  the  first  thing  you  remember  when  the  earthquake 
started?  Or  did  you  even  know  it  was  an  earthquake? 

SM:      Actually,  we  did  not.  At  least  I  did  not  know  it  was  a  quake.  But  the  feeling  I  had  was  I  feel  as  If  we 
had  lost  a  wheel.  And  I  thought  that  we,  you  know,  blew  a  tire.  In  next  instant,  I  thought  that  all  the 
four  tires  were  gone.  And  the  van  was  kind  of  rubbing,  you  know,  on  the  road  of  the  bridge.  And 
then  we  had  this  big  bump  and  everything  happened  so  fast,  you  know,  that  --  There  was  a  lot  of 
wobbling  action.  And  finally,  when  we  stopped  on  the  right  hand  side,  you  know,  I  was  able  to 
come  out  of  the  van  with  Parker.  And  the  engine  was  still  running  and  --  I'm  sorry!  I'm  just  

RP:      No.  No,  that's  what  I  was  going  ask  you  to  do  -  maybe  

SM:       (Unintelligible)  my  reaction  to  the  whole  thing. 

RP:      Yeah.  Maybe  you  can  just  summarize  the  entire  trip  for  me.  It  would  probably  be  easier  than  me 
asking  you  a  lot  of  questions.  Start  from  when  the  van  started  moving,  or  

SM:      Yeah.  So  apparently  when  it  stopped,  Parker,  you  know,  slowly  stopped  it  on  the  right  hand  side 
of  the  bridge.  And  since  I  was  not  very  badly  hurt,  I  was  able  to  come  out  of  the  van.  So  did  Parker 
and  we  looked  around  the  van  and  saw  the  wheels  were  OK.  It  didnt  hit  me  even  then  that  we 
were  hit  by  earthquake.  I  believe  I  was  in  maybe  kind  of  a  little  of  daze,  you  know? 

RP:  Sure. 

SM:      And  I  was  not  able  to  actually  see  what  was  the  condition  of  the  road,  what  we  hit  and  how  the 

whole  thing  happened.  Because  there  was  a  person  in  front  of  me  and  then  there  was  Parker.  So 
my  visibility  was  almost  nil  by  that  point  of  view.  I  can  only  tell  you  what  I  felt,  you  know,  which  I  just 
told  you.  So  once  we  came  out  of  the  van,  first  thing  we  did  was  look  at  the  wheels.  They  were  all 
in  good  shape.  Then  we  couldnt  believe  what  we  saw.  The  right  hand  back  of  the  van,  you  know, 
it  was  all  smashed  in!  Probably  you  might  have  seen  the  picture  or  you  might  have  seen  the  van. 

RP:      Yeah.  I  saw  the  pictures  of  the  van. 

SM:      So  it  was,  you  know       Then  I  looked  back  at  the  bridge  and  there  was  not  a  single  vehicle 

behind  us.  Then  I  tooked  ahead  of  us  and  there  was  not  a  single  vehicle  ahead  of  us.  That  was 
the  most  scary  part  -  because  that  was  the  rush  hour.  Nothing  in  front  of  us  and  nothing  behind  us 
and  we  are  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Bay  Bridge  by  ourselves!  The  first  thing  that  came  to  my 
mind  was  that  there  must  be  some  kind  of  terrorist  action,  you  know.  Earthquake  -  It  didnl  even 
register  with  me  it  was  earthquake.  I  thought  maybe  the  bridge  was  down,  you  know.  What  we 
could  see  of  the  bridge  was  down  and  that's  why  nobody  is  commuting  in  our  direction.  And 
obviously  those  wfio  were  with  us,  you  know,  when  we  were  hit  -  Since  they  were  not  hit,  they 
might  have  kept  driving  and  they  were  out  of  the  way  by  then.  Because  that  was  the  reason  there 
was  nobody  in  front  of  us  -  and  nobody  behind  us. 

RP:      Yeah,  sure.  Everybody  disappears  quickly!  Were  you  wearing  a  seatbelt  at  the  time? 

SM:       I'm  sorry? 

R  P :      Were  you  wearing  a  seatt)elt  at  that  time? 


SM:      Unfortunately  not.  I  was  not. 
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RP: 
SM: 

RP: 
SM: 

RP: 
SM: 
RP: 

SM: 
RP: 

SM: 
RP: 
SM: 
RP: 

SM: 
RP: 

SM: 
RP: 
SM: 
RP: 
SM: 
RP: 
SM: 
RP: 


Do  you  know  if  the  person  next  to  you  was  wearing  a  seatbelt? 

No,  I  dont  tliinl<  so.  Most  of  us  don't,  you  know.  But  fortunately,  the  one  who  needed  it  the  most, 
he  did  have  it  on.  That  guy  that  was  sitting  in  the  rear  and  was  hurt  actually. 

That  was  Let's  see.  Mr.  •  •  •  ? 

I  doni  know  the  names.  I  was  new  in  the  vanpool  actually  and  people  who  did  not  ride  with  us  in . 

(unintelligible)  I  don't  know  their  names  and      But  I  can  only  vouch  for  myself  that  I  did  not  have 

it  on.  I  don't  know  about  the  others. 


Do  you  know  who  was  to  your  right? 
To  my  right  was  -  Let's  see  now.  f  • 


»»»•»»»• 


Is  there  anything  more  you  can  add?  Just  anything  that  comes  to  mind  that  you  might  think  would 
be  important? 

That" s  all  I  can  think  of.  You  know,  besides  what  everyone  must  have  told  you. 

Yeah.  I'm  just  getting  a  lot  of  second  hand  information.  That" s  why  I  wanted  to  talk  to  people 
individually.  But  I  do  appreciate  


Who  have  you  taJked  to  so  far? 
Let's  see.  I've  talked  to 
How  is  Sophie  doing? 


*  *  «  •  « 


*  and  somebody  else.  Sophie. 


Well,  she's  hurt  pretty  good.  Her  back  is  really  hurting.  She's  got  a  fractured  vertebrae  in  her 
back. 

Oh,  I  didnt  know  that.  Is  she  still  at  home? 

Yeah.  She'll  be  at  home  for  awhile.  So  I'm  just  trying  to  collect  everybody  else's  information  here. 
I've  got  phone  numbers,  but  I  dont  have  adcfresses  on  Mr.  •••••••  ' 

I  can  give  you  Mr.  *  •  •  <  phone  number  if  that  helps. 

I've  got  his  phone  number,  but  I  doni  have  his  address. 

I  see.  If  I'm  in  a  room  -  Who  am  I  talkiig  to? 

You're  talking  to  Officer  Powers. 

Officer  Powers.  And  you  are  with? 

California  Highway  Patrol,  Golden  Gate  MAIT  

Golden  Gate  -  I'm  sorry? 

MAIT  Team -M-A-l-T. 
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SM:      OK.  Anything  else  I  can  help  you  with,  Officer? 

RP:      No,  that  looks  pretty  good.  If  I  have  any  other  information,  I'll  surely  get  back  to  you.  I  talked  to 
your  wife  a  little  earlier  ago. 

SM:  Oh.  did  you? 

RP:  Yeah.  You  might  want  to  give  her  a  call  and  tell  her  that  you  have  talked  to  me. 

SM:  When  was  it  that  you  talked  to  her? 

RP:  Oh,  probably  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  ago  now. 

SM:  OK. 

RP:  So  she  at  least  knows  that  you  contacted  me,  that  you  were  contacted  by  a  Highway  Patrolman. 
OK? 

SM:  OK.  Thank  you  very  much. 

RP:  You  have  a  nice  day,  sir.  Bye. 

SM:  You  do  the  same.  Bye. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-3G,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  on  November  14,  1989  at 

1 200  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  ,  California.  The  following  is 

an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 
KJ:  »  •  .  •  . 


RP:   California  Highway  Patrol.  Today's  date  is  11/14/89.  We'll  be  talking  with  »  •  •  *  ».  He  was 

on  the  Bay  Bridge  the  night  of  the  earthquake  driving  -  as  a  passenger  in  the  vanpool  that  was 
struck  by  the  overhead  structure  of  the  bridge. 

RP:       Well,  how  are  you  today? 

KJ:       All  right. 

RP:       Basically  we're  conducting  an  incident  interview.  We  want  to  know  what  happened  in  the  van  and 
what  happened  up  there.  That  was  pretty  scary  I  understand? 

KJ:       Yes.  It  was.  And  we  didn't  know  what  was  happening  (unintelligible) . 

RP:      Would  you  have  your  driver's  license  handy?  Let's  see,  the  Fair  Oaks  address  is  on  the  back 
here? 

KJ:       Yeah.  »  •  • 

RP:       Could  I  get  your  social  security  number? 
KJ: 

RP:       OK.  Placing  yourself  in  the  van,  whereabouts  were  you  seated  there? 

KJ :       I  was  right  in  the  middle,  (unintelligible)  two  behind  me  and  two  in  front  of  me.  Right  in  the 
middle  aisle. 

RP;  I  have  a  diagram  here,  so  

KJ:  And  there  would  be  another  person  here.  Right  (unintelligible). 

RP:  OK.  So  this  would  (unintelligible)  ? 

KJ:  (unintelligible) 

RP:  OK.  We  put  you  in  the  right  spot  then. 

KJ:  I  think  you  are  missing  one  person  there  behind  me. 

RP:  There's  another  seat  right  here? 

KJ:  Right. 

RP:  Do  you  remember  who  was  there? 
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KJi       Y63h.  *******************. 
RP:        *  *  is  his  first  name? 
KJ:  Yes. 


RP:  OK.  We'll  try  to  get  a  hold  of  him. 

KJ:  I  know  that  he  is  (unintelligible).  You  want  me  to  call  him  right  now? 

RP:  Yeah,  that  would  be  nice. 

KJ :  So  that  he  doesn't  be  with  someone. 

RP:  Even  if  I  had  to  get  him  to  come  over  here,  we  could  

KJ:  I  can  walk  you  over  there;  it's  like  the  next  building.  He's  in  that   (unintelligible)  contact  him  too. 

RP:  *  *  is  the  number? 


KJ:       *****  *  Hello,  Laiji?  What  time  he  come  back?  Yeah,  this  is  '  •     All  right.  OK.  If  you  see 
him,  can  you  please  tell  him  that  we  have  somebody  from  Highway  Patrol  and  they  want  to 
interview  everybody  who  was  in  the  van.  OK.  Yeah.  Yeah.  Well,  this  guy  is  like  interviewing  me 
here,  so  I  would  like  to  -  He  told  me  he  come  here  around  12:30.  OK?  OK.  I  don't  know  -  We'll 
see.  Just  tell  him  that  somebody  (unintelligible)  OK.  He  just  went  for  lunch  and  he'll  be  back  _ 
(unintelligible) . 

RP:      OK.  Well,  I  can  probably  get  to  him  this  afternoon.  OK.  What  direction  were  you  going? 
KJ:       We  were  going  (unintelligible). 

RP:      These  are  all  going  to  be  pretty  basic  question.  I'll  tell  you  what.  Let's  forget  the  questions.  Why 
dont  you  start  out?  You  were  traveling  eastbound  towards  Oakland  and  tell  me  the  whole  story 
and  all  this. 

KJ:       OK.  I  think  we  maybe  started  at  something  like  4:50;  between  4:50  and  4:55  I  would  say,  from 
Beale  Street.  And  I  almost  fell  asleep  back  there,  you  know.  And  I  got  ~  When  the  van  was 
shaking,  then  we  woke  up  you  know.  It  was  just  like  a  ~  It  was  like  you  have  something  in  a  tunnel, 
some  (unintelligble)  in  the  tunnel.  That  was  the  feeling  I  got.  Everything  is  shaking,  you  know. 
And  then  I  saw  back,  you  know,  that  there  was  nobody  behind  us.  Then  I  saw  portion  of  bridge 
falling.  And  first  section.  I  said  it  looks  like  drawbridge.  That's  the  first  thing  I  said,  you  know. 
Because  I  used  to  live  in  Alameda  and  I  remember  the  drawbridge.  That's  what  I  remember. 
Looked  like  a  drawbridge,  you  know.  And  then  what  scared  me  most  is  there  was  nobody  behind 
us.  So  then  somebody  said  it  is  earthquake  and  bridge  is  falling.  And  then  it  was  really  shaking 
car.  It  was  going  up  and  down,  you  know.  And  I  thir^  for  a  moment  we  kind  of  slow  down  or  stop. 
Then  we  just  (unintelligible)  get  out,  you  know,  get  out  of  here.  And  the  feeling  you  get  is  that 
you  have  lost  all  your  tires.  There's  no  tires  on  the  van  and  that  sort  of  thing.  So  we  could  go 
bouncing,  you  know.  So  that  was  indication. 

RP:      So  what  woke  you  up  is  actually  the  shaking  of  the  bridge? 

KJ :       And  the  car,  the  van. 
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RP:       You  woke  up  and  wondered  what  was  going  on. 

KJ:       And  the  noise.  And  the  first  thing  I  saw  after  that  was  I  saw  the  drawbridge,  you  know,  and  

RP:       Do  you  remember  the  van  having  to  go  uphill  or  go  off  a  jump,  that  anrangement? 
KJ:  (unintelligible). 

RP:      Could  you  give  me  an  idea  of  how  high  that  was? 
KJ :       I  would  say  like  one  foot  (unintelligible) 
RP:      At  least  one  to  two  feet? 

KJ :       Right.    (Unintelligible)  People  are  telling  me  they  could  see  water,  but  we  could  not  see 

water  Because  we  are  on  the  side  you  know. 

RP:       About  what  angle  do  you  remember  the  van  having  to  go  up  the  ramp,  up  the  drawbridge? 

KJ:       I  would  say  20  degree. 

RP:       Do  you  remember  who  got  hurt  in  the  van? 

KJ:       Yeah.  There  is  one  guy  sitting  in  the  back,  .*.**-•"•"'''•"'»"' i.  And  the  next  day - 
Everybody  was  a  little  (unintelligible) .  The  guy  sitting  next  to  me  lost  his  teeth.  I  could  see  his 
teeth  in  his  hands.  And    (unintelligible^       t>ecause  his  mouth  was  bleeding.  But  I  think  there 

was  (unintellioible) .  and  which  I  hear  now  but  at  that  time  also,  he  was  kind  of   (Unintelligible) 

out  of  him.  And  this  lady  in  front  of  me  

RP:       That  would  be  «  •  •  •  •  • 

KJ:       .......  right.  I'm  just  guessing  but  I  think  she  was  the  most  hurt.  And  then  this  guy  ♦  », 

he  lost  his  three  teeth.  I  took  him  to  dentist  right  after.  Because  he  is  just  moved  to  Danville  and 
he  was  -  He  looked  awful  because  he  was  bleeding  so  I  forget  about  my  pain.  I  say  I  will  take  you  to 
dentist  because  I  know  a  dentist  who  works  until  8  o'clock,  you  know.  And  then  I  take  them  over 
there.  So  when  we  reached  Danville,  I  called  my  wife  and  said  - 1  didnt  tell  her  anything.  I  just  tell 
her  come  on  over  to  this  dentist  and  I  found  out  the  address  of  the  dentist  from  her,  because  I 
didn't  know  the  address.  So  I  took  him  to  the  dentist  and  he  said  he  had  lost  three  teeth. 
(Unjnteiiigibte) 

RP:      Couldn't  put  any  of  them  back,  huh? 

KJ:       No.  He  said  that  even  (unintelligible) .  they  are  in  bad  shape.  So  he     (unintelligible)      He's  still 
talking  to  the  dentist   (unintelligible)       He  say  I  dont  come  over     (unintelligible)   too  bad. 

RP:       Well,  at  least  teeth  can  be  replaced. 

KJ :       Yeah.    (Unintelligible)      And  then  after  dropping  him,  then  I  went  to  see  my  doctor  . 

(Unintelligible)       So  he  said,  you  know,  he  checked  everything  and  then  he  said  only  thing  he 
can  see  is    (unintelligible)   ribs  and  (unintelligible)  dose  that  thing  and  (unintelligible) .  But  he 
said  he  confirmed  it  and  I  know  ifs  a  crack.  It  could  be  a  little  bigger  crack  or  little  minor  crack.  It 
doesnl  matter.  It  just  heals  by  itself.  He  gave  me  (unintelliotole)  to  put  on.  He  says  if  it  heals  in  1 0 
days,  then  he  says  it  (unintelligible)  .  minor  hairline  crack.  But  I  think  it  was  healing  correct  but  still  I 
feel  little  bit  pain  in  nighttime.  You  know,  from  the  side. 
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RP:      Oh,  sure.  Well,  you're  paying  for  all  this. 
KJ :       But  I  can  go  to  doctor  In  two  days. 

RP:      Well,  I've  talked  to  most  everybody  except  for  Mr.  *  •  »  And  a  couple  other  mennbers.  But 
baslcally  everyone  is  telling  us  just  about  the  same  story  as  far  as  

KJ:     ,  ,  ,  Js  in  this  building.  Yeah,  he  is  an  engineer  too. 

RP:      Mr.  *  *.  *j?  I  believe  I'm  set  up  to  have  an  appointment  with  Mr.  *  *  *  on  Thursday  at  his  home. 

Yeah.  He  didn't  want  to  talk  to  me  at  work.  So  it's  no  problem;  I'll  talk  to  him  at  home.  But  *  *  *  * 
is  - 1  would  like  to  talk  to  him. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-3H,  ............  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  on  November  9,  1989  at 

1 900  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  >,  California.  The  following  is  an 

edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 
RM:  •  •  •  • 

RP;      OK.  It's  1 1:09.  I'm  Officer  Powers  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol,  San  Francisco  MAIT.  I'm 
interviewing*  »  .  .  .  .at  his  home. 

RM:   

RP:       ....  Excuse  me.      (unrelated  conversation) 

RP:       I  drew  a  little  picture  of  -- 1  don't  know  if  it's  even  an  accurate  representation  -  of  what  the  seating 
might  be  like  in  the  van. 

||      RM:      Yeah,  OK.  I  was  back  here  in  number  9.  (Unintelligible) 

RP:       Yeah.  Oh,  here  you  go. 

RM:      Thanks.  Yeah,  number  12  was  empty. 

RP:       Yeah,  one  of  the  regular  parties  wasnt  riding  that  day. 

RM;      Yea,  that  happens  very  frequently. 

RP:       Can  I  get  your  social  security  number? 

RM:       Yeah.  ....... 

RP:      What  we  have  is  a  basic  questionnaire  that  we're  talking  to  all  the  people  about,  let  me  show  you 
what  we're  doing  here.  We're  just  asking  the  people  where  they  were,  where  they  were  traveling, 
generally.  So  I'll  go  right  down  the  line  and  then  I'll  let  you  make  a  statement  of  what  went  on  in 
your  own  words. 

RM:  OK. 

RP:       In  what  direction  were  you  traveling  on  the  bridge? 
RM:       I  was  traveling  east  towards  Danville  here. 
RP:       How  often  do  you  use  the  bridge? 

RM:      Well  at  that  time,  we  were  using  it  twice  a  day;  twice  a  working  day,  to  go  in  and  out.  And  then 

occasionally  we'd  go  down  for  dinner  or  something  like  that  with  my  wife  and  family.  But  it's  such  a 
hassle  to  park  down  there. 

RP:      Yeah,  that's  for  sure.  So  you're  pretty  familiar  with  the  bridge? 


Yeah. 
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RP:       Do  you  remember  at  the  time  of  the  incident  what  the  traffic  was  like:  Were  there  people  around 
you? 

RM:      No,  not  really.  Because  the  baseball  game  started.  I  think  a  lot  of  people  had  left  early.  There 
didnt  seem  to  be  the  usual  delay  getting  on  to  the  bridge,  you  know? 

RP:       Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in?  Coming  from  the  fast  lane  would 
be  your  number  1  on  the  left  to  your  number  5  lane  would  be  on  the  right. 

RM:      I  think  we  were  in  the  fourth  lane  - 1  think.  Yeah. 

RP:      Any  idea  how  fast  you  were  going? 

RM:      I'd  say  probably  maybe  30  miles  an  hour  or  something  like  that. 

RP:      That  was  prior  to  the  incident  or  when  the  incident  occurred?  I  know  it's  tough  to  tell  when  you're 
sitting  mid  

RM:      Yeah,  I  know.  I  wasn't  really  paying  attention.  I  was  reading  the  paper.  Probably  25-30  miles  an 
hour  at  the  time  of  the  incident. 

RP:       Do  you  remember  how  many  people  were  in  the  vehicle? 

RM:      Yeah,  there  were  12.  It  holds  1 3  but  as  I  just  said,  there  was  one  missing. 

RP:      When  the  earthquake  began  to  shake,  could  you  place  yourself  on  the  bridge?  Was  there 
anything  specific  that  you  saw  that  

RM:      No.  It  was,  you  know,  such  a  violent  shudder  that  the  first  thing  you'd  think,  you  know,  was  that  all 
the  tires  had  blown  out  or  something  like  that.  As  I  said,  you  get  so  used  to  just  driving  home  that, 
you  know,  you  tend  to  lapse,  do  your  own  thing  or  read  the  paper  or  something  like  that  and  not 
really  pay  too  much  attention. 

RP:       It's  a  common  denominator.  Everybody  is  telling  us  gee,  it  felt  just  like  we  lost  a  couple  of  tires. 

RM:      Yeah,  yeah.  ArKi  then  the  second  thought  I  had  was  that  something  had  hit  the  bridge  itself; 
probably  a  ship  or  something  like  that. 

RP:      Was  that  because  you  heard  a  noise  or  


RM:      Yeah,  the  noise  coupled  with  the  violent  shaking  and  then  we  went  up  in  the  air.  I  don't  know  how 
far  we  were  up  in  the  air,  but  when  we  landed  everyone  was  ~  The  van  doesnl  have  headrests,  so 
I  think  that's  how  some  of  the  injuries  occurred.  You  know,  this  backward  and  forward  like  this 
and  

RP:       I  guess  you  best  described  the  motion  of  the  vehicle  as  feeling  that  it  had  four  flat  tires. 

RM:      Yeah.  Initially  it  felt  like  we  had  one  flat  tire  and  then  all  of  a  sudden,  as  the  earthquake  gathered 
momentum,  you  know,  it  was  evident  there  was  something  drastically  wrong  and  that's  the 
immediate  thing  that  comes  to  mind. 
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RP:      When  did  you  realize  it  was  an  earthquake,  and  not  just  a  flat  tire? 

RM:      Really,  it  wasnt  until  we  got  to  the  end  of  the  bridge.  We  stopped  at  the  toll  plaza  there  and  there 
were  people  hollering  and  shouting  and  you  could  see  the  asphalt  was  buckled  all  the  way  down 
to  the  entrance  to  the  bridge.  And  then  some  of  the  sidewalks  were  up,  you  know.  So  then  it 
became  obvious  that  it  was  an  earthquake. 


RP:       Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  around  you  during  the  earthquake? 


RM:      As  I  said,  I  really  wasnt  paying  too  much  attention  but  I  dont  think  there  were  any  around  us.  It 
seems  to  me  there  were  some  red  lights  up  in  front  of  us  when  the  bridge  started  shaking.  And 
there  was  maybe  100  feet  - 150  feet  in  front  of  us  before  we,  you  know,  between  us  and  the  other 
cars. 


RP:       Did  you  see  any  portion  of  the  bridge  break  away? 


RM;      I  didnl  see  it  break,  but  I  did  see  -- 1  saw....  When  I  recovered  my  senses,  I  looked  around  behind 
and  you  could:  it  was  like  a  door  had  come  down,  you  know?  The  section  of  the  bridge  

RP:       Prior  to  that  top  section  coming  down,  did  you  feel  the  bottom  of  the  bridge  give  way? 


RM:      No.  I  didnt  really  have  that  sensation. 


RP:      So  mayt)e  it  was  just  a  crushing  feeling  from  the  top  of  the  van  compressed. 

RM:      Yeah.  It  was  just  a  very  violent  shuddering  and  noise,  cind  then  the  back  of  the  van  sort  of  flew 
out.  you  know.  The  windows  shattered  and  the  back  of  the  van  was  bent  up. 

RP:      After  that  occurred,  some  of  the  witnesses  tell  me  it  was  like  they  were  driving  uphill. 

RM:      Evidently.  It  happened  so  quickly  that  evidently,  that's -- 1  think  that's  exactly  what  happened.  But 
I  surmise  that  when  the  upper  bridge  hit  the  bottom  section,  it  buckled  it  and  created  kind  of  a 
ramp.  And  you  know,  the  driver  would  be  in  a  lot  better  position  to  explain  what 

happened  then,  but  it  seemed  to  me  we  flew  up  in  the  air  for  awhile.  But  I  dont  know  how  long.  It 
was  quite  an  experience! 


RP:       You  were  injured  during  this  episode? 


RM:      Oh,  I  just  -  No.  It  was  just  a  few  -  My  neck  hurt  for  awhile.  My  ribs  were  a  little  sore  from  getting 

pushed  back  and  forth  like  this,  you  know  -  very  violently.  So  it's  nothing  worse  than  I've  had.  say, 
skiing  or  something  like  that.  You  know,  taking  a  fall  while  skiing. 

RP:  Or  playing  baseball  or  soccer  with  the  kids? 

RM:  Yeah,  right.  You  get  used  to  these  aches  and  pains. 

RP:  Was  anybody  around  you  injured? 

RM:  The  gentleman  --  Yeah.  The  gentleman  right  behind  me  had  a  back  Injury. 


RP:       You  know  his  name  offhand? 


RM:      Yeah.  ••••••••  ,  yeah.  I  have  trouble  with  names. 
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RP:      I  tell  you,  I  have  problems  with  a  lot  of  names  on  this  one! 
RM:  Yeah. 

RP:      And  It  was  obvious  from  the  sound  up  front  that  Sophie  or  Sophia  was  hurt  because  she  started 
yelling.  And  then  the  gentleman  in  the  seat  in  front,  I  understand,  lost  three  teeth.  His  mouth  was 
bleeding.  Everyone  was  so  shaken  up,  you  know.  You're  aware  of  aches  and  pains  and  that  sort 
of  thing  and  you  doni  really  realize  how  severe  it  is,  I  guess,  until  you  stop  and  the  shock  wears 
off. 

RP:      I  hear  you  there.  fUnintellioible)  that  kind  of  force.  I  saw  pictures  of  the  van.  The  van  had  been 
moved  to  Los  Angeles  before  I  could  get  a  hold  of  it. 

RM:      Oh,  did  it? 

RP:      Yeah.  They've  got  it  down  there.  They  loaded  it  in  a  truck  and  away  they  went. 
RM:      I'll  be  darned.  OK.  What  did  they  take  it  down  to  LA  for? 

RP:       I  guess  the  insurance  company  picked  it  up  down  there  and  it's  sitting  in  a  body  shop.  I  don't 

know  if  they're  going  to      They've  got  to  have  an  estimate  on  it.  So  I  guess  the  main  company  is 

down  there.  So  that's  why  they  drug  it  down;  too  awfully  expensive  to  drive  it  to  LA  to  save  gas. 
Yocih,  it's  wiped. 

RM:      I  know  it  had  quite  a  few  miles  on  it. 

RP:       Maybe  in  your  own  words  you  can  explain  to  me  what  happened  and  what  you  saw  and  what  you 
saw  people  doing  after  the  quake? 

RM:      I  think,  as  I  mentioned  before,  you  know,  the  first  sensation  was  one  of  a  shaking  sensation  and 
my  immediate  reaction  was  that  one  of  the  tires  had  gone.  And  then  as  the  earthquake 
progressed,  it  became  more  and  more  violent  to  the  point  that,  you  know,  I  was  looking  around 
and  saying  hey,  whaf  s  going  on  here?  And  then  all  of  a  sudden,  I  had  the  sensation  of  going  up 
in  the  air  and  landing  again  and  thaf  s  when  we  kind  of  whip-sawed  ourselves.  At  that  time,  when  I 
kind  of  recovered  my  senses,  I  did  look  back  and  saw  the  section  of  the  bridge  lying  on  the  lower 
level  of  the  lower  deck  where  we  were  at  an  angle.  And  I  don't  know  how  he  saved  the  van.  It  was 
such  a  violent  shaking  of  the  van;  I  don't  know  how  he  kept  it  under  control,  but  somehow  he  did. 
And  as  I  said  before,  there  were  headlights  in  front  of  us  that  appeared  to  be  maybe  100  feet 
ahead  and  we  had  some  space  to  speed  up  a  little  bit  and  find  out,  you  know,  what  was  going  on. 
But  some  of  the  people  -  The  first  reaction  was  let's  get  out  of  here  and  let's  get  out  of  the  van. 
You  know  it's  probably  -I  guess  it  woukj  have  tjeen  OK  but  under  the  circumstances  like  that,  it 
probably  wasn't  very  prudent  thing  to  do.  But  fortunately,  we  continued  on  and  stopped  at  the  toll 
plaza  entrance  and  several  of  the  operators  were  in  shock.  One  lady  was  yelling  her  kids  were  in 
San  Francisco  and  this  sort  of  thing,  you  know?  And  things  seemed  to  be  rather  chaotic.  We  tried 
to  make  phone  calls  from  there,  but  of  course  the  lines  were  all  busy  or  dead.  So  we  transferred 
two  of  the  injured  members  to  a  truck  that  this  gentleman  had  driven  up  and  said  we're  going  to 
Oakland  and  can  I  help  you.  So  we  didn't  know  the  condition  of  the  van  at  this  time.  And  so  we 
transferred  these  people  there  and  fortunately  got  them  to  Oakland  in  a  hurry.  So  then  we  started 
up  the  van.  I  didnt  really  think  it  would  work  again,  but  we  started  it  up  and  headed  home  since  no 
one  knew  where  the  epicenter  was  and  you  don't  know  what  to  expect  when  you  get  over  here. 
So  we  went  up  80  and  then  over  the  San  Pablo  Dam  Road  and  came  back  and  hit  24  and  headed 
home.. 
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RP:       Rather  than  going  through  that  tunnel? 

RM:      Yeah.  I  dont  know  -  The  traffic  was  so  backed  up  anyway,  but  we  decided  just  to  --  On  the  spur  of 
the  moment,  when  we  got  to  the  intersection  between;  you  know,  where  80  branches  there  -  to 
head  north  to  try  our  luck  there.  That  was  it. 

RP:      It  was  quite  an  experience. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-3J,  •  ••••••  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigators  Dennis  Turner  and  Robert  Powers  via 

telephone  on  November  15,  1989.  The  interview  was  started  at  0935  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

DT:  Investigator  Dennis  Turner 
RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 


DT:       Morning,  sir. 
LP:       Good  morning. 

DT:       This  is  Officer  Tumer  again.  Officer  Powers  is  not  here  al  this  moment.  I  can  start  the  preliminaries 
while  he's  coming  back  to  the  office.  I  understand  he's  outside.  I  understand  you  were  a 
passenger  in  the  car  pool  van  that  was  hit  by  the  collapsing  bridge?  Is  that  correct? 

LP:       That's  correct. 

DT:       We  have  a  questionnaire  we're  filling  out  with  all  the  parties  involved.  And  I'll  just  start  with  that 

information.  According  to  the  information  provided  on  the  chart  here,  you  were  seated  in  the  third 
row? 

LP:       I  was  sitting  last  but  one  from  the  entrance  and  that  would  be  oh  -  Can  I  say  It  the  last  but  one  row? 
DT:       You  were  sitting  next  to  Mr.  •  •  '  or  Ms.  •  •  •? 
LP:       I  am  sitting  in  the  last  but  one  row. 

DT:       OK.  Let  me  get  the  file  and  the  face  page  out.  All  right.  If  I  can  get  your  full  name,  sir. 

LP:       Last  name  of     .«,........*«..  is  the  last  name.  The  first  name  is  Laiji;  L  like 

lady,  A  -  L,  J  like  jog  - 1.  Thafs  my  first  name.  And  middle  name  is  B  like  boy. 

DT:       OK.  And  your  residence? 

••••••••♦»»•»»», 

DT:  OK.  And  a  driver's  license  number  If  you  have  it  available? 

LP:  Yeah.  Hold  it  just  one  second.  OK.  C,  like  in  California .  *  *  «  .  It  expire  on  12  of  1993. 

DT:  And  your  date  of  birth? 

LP:  12/12/44. 

DT:  OK.  And  you  were  a  passenger,  so  we  dont  need  the  vehicle  information.  OK.  All  right.  I  have  a 
series  of  questions.  These  are  standard  questions  that  are  provided  to  us  by  the  Investigation 

^  Team  and  basically  it's  just  a  matter  of  going  over  them.  You  were  eastbound  on  the  bridge  the 

w  '  night  of  the  incident? 

LP:  I'msonry? 
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DT:  You  were  eastbound  on  the  bridge? 

LP:  Yes,  right. 

DT:  How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

LP:  For  five  days  a  week.  I  travel  there  five  days  a  week,  Monday  through  Friday. 

DT:  You're  a  daily  commuter  then? 

LP:  Right. 

DT:  And  how  long  have  you  been  making  this  commute? 

LP:  Since  1982. 

DT:  And  based  on  your  experience  with  the  commuting,  what  were  the  traffic  conditions  like  that 
night? 

LP:  At  that  time  traffic  was  light. 

DT:  And  what  lane  was  the  van  in  when  the  incident  occurred? 

LP:  I  believe  it  was  last  right  inside  lane. 

DT:  The  right  lane? 

LP:  The  right  lane. 

DT:  And  approximately  what  speed  would  you  estimate  they  were  traveling? 

LP:  Oh,  maybe  45  -  50  miles  an  hour. 

DT:  OK.  We  have  a  list  of  your  passengers  with  you,  so  we  already  have  that  question  answered.  And 
what  were  you  doing  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

LP:  I  was  reading  a  book. 

DT:  You  were  reading? 

LP:  Reading  a  book. 

DT:  And  do  you  know  where  on  the  bridge  you  were  when  this  occurred? 

LP:  Evidently,  no. 

DT:  Not  paying  attention  to  your  location  then  ? 

LP:       ^unintelligible)    later  on,  after,  you  know.  We  were  in  the  far   runintellioible)  road  funintelliaible) 
that  we  were   ^unintelligible)  . 

DT:  What  was  the  first  indication  there  was  something  wrong  for  you? 

LP:  I  felt  like  a  four  tire  went  flat.  And  it  just  kind  of  went  down  like  a  freefall  from  an  airplane. 


I 
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DT:       When  you  felt  this  flat  tire  feeling  in  the  vehicle,  can  you  describe  what  the  vehicle  did? 

LP:       OK.  The  vehicle  went  out  of  control  and  apparently  it  had  been  slowed  down  quite  a  bit.  Because 
people  came  walking  --  In  fact,  it  was  going  up  and  down  side  and  back  and  forth.  So  vehicle  had 
been  very  much  slowed  down. 

DT:       Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  around  you  at  that  time? 

LP:       I  saw  at  this  time  (unintelligible^  to  my  left  hand  side  a  little  ahead  of  me,  I  think  there  were  two 
small  vehicles  and  one  or  two  people  standing  next  to  -  There's  a  walkway  there. 

DT:       Did  ttie  vehide  you  were  traveling  in  make  any  contact  with  any  other  vehicles? 

LP:       No.  I  dont  think  so. 

DT:       OK.  And  here's  one  I'm  sure  you've  got  an  answer  for.  Did  your  vehicle  strike  any  portion  of  the 
bridge? 

LP:       When  I  looked  back  because  one  guy  behind  me  he  was  screaming.  And  I  saw  the  top  portion  out 
of  the  bridge  had  already  come  down  so  that  I  could  not  see  any  cars  behind  me.  It's  kind  of 
complete  block  wall  behind  our  van.  So  I  feel  like  something  had  hit  the  van  from  the  back 
because  of  the  damage.  At  that  time  I  was,  you  know,  (unintelligible)  myself  because  I  didn't 
realize  that  something  had  happened.  But  I  believed  the  top  portion  of  the  bridge  was  falling,  or 
had  already  fell  down,  at  the  moment  in  time  because  debris  or  something  hit  the  van. 

DT:       OK.  Hang  on  a  second  sir.  OK.  I'll  ask  one  more  question  and  then  turn  you  over  to  Officer 
Powers  who  is  conducting  the  Investigation  on  this.  Were  you  injured  In  any  way? 

LP:       I  have  back  pain  for  a  while.  But  obviously  there  was  no,  any  visible  injuries. 

DT:       OK.  Did  you  see  a  doctor  for  the  back? 

LP:       No,  I  did  not,  no. 

DT:       OK.  I  will  now  turn  you  over  to  Officer  Powers  and  you  can  continue  the  investigation  because 
he's  more  tuned  to  what's  going  on  in  this  particular  incident. 

RP:  Mr.'  '  '? 

LP:  Yes. 

RP:  Officer  Powers.  How  are  you  today? 

LP:  Oh  fine,  thank  you.  How  are  you? 

RP:  Pretty  good.  I  appreciate  you  giving  me  a  call  t)ack  on  this. 

LP:  Well,  I  missed  It  one  or  two  times,  I  guess,  yesterday  

RP:  Ohyea^i.  I  was  talking  to  Mr.'  •  •  •  yesterday  and  I've  been  trying  to  reach  everytxxJy.  If  at  all 

possible,  could  I  send  you  a  medical  release  form?  This  will  allow  us  to  get  access  to  your  records. 
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LP:       Sure,  no  problem.  I  help  you  with  my  home  address  or  I  can  lust  (unintelligible)  the  address  with 
me. 

RP:      OK.  Your  seat  arrangement  -- 1  have  you  sitting;  oh,  let's  see  -  alongside  Mr.  »  *  • 
LP:       Right.  I  was  the  last  but  one  seat  from  the  wheels  in  the  back. 

RP:      OK.  Is  there  anything  you  can  tell  me  that  you  haveni  told  Officer  Turner  that  if  you  saw  any  part  of 
the  structure  moving? 

LP:      Yeah.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  fellow  behind  sitting  across  to  me  on  the  left  side  in  the  last  seat  -  He 
was  screaming  that  he  has  lot  of  pain. 

RP:       Mr.  »  »  »  «  i? 

LP:       Mr.  *  '  •  •  *,  right.  Nook  at  him  and  at  that  time,  I  saw  outside  the  window.  The  top  floor  had 
already  come  down  in  front,  first  level,  because  I  cani  see  any  cars  behind  the  van.  And  a 
concrete  block  blocked  the  wall  between  our  van  and  the  car  coming  from  behind  us.  So  I 
thought  or  presumed  the  top  portion  had  collapsed. 

RP:      The  back  of  the  van? 

LP:       No.  Everyone   (unintelligible)    like  notxxly,  but  not  (unintelligible)    in  the  back.  But  I  couldnt 
see  any  car  against  the  van. 

RP:      OK.  I'm  just  trying  to  review.  I  just  walked  in  and  I'm  trying  to  review  what  Officer  Turner  has  wrote 
down  on  the  initial  questions  here. 

LP:       You  can  take  your  time;  no  problem. 

RP:      Oh,  OK.  Well,  terrific.  I  appreciate  your  giving  me  a  call.  Oh,  are  you  going  to  go  see  a  doctor? 
LP:  No. 

RP:      You  feeling  pretty  good  now? 

LP :       Yeah.  I  feel  once  in  a  while  a  little  pain  but  I  mend  very  quickly.  But  I  believe  (unintelligible) 
see  a  doctor  and  then  I  can   (unintelligible)  . 

RP:      Oh,  I  see.  Yeah.  A  few  of  the  people  were  hurt  pretty  good  there.  Mrs.  •  •  •  • 
was  

LP:       Yeah...  Mental  health  (unintelligible)    .  I  had  my  seatbelt  on  and  I  believe  that  helped  me  quite 

a  bit  to  remain  on  my  feet.  Well,  many  people  did  not  have  a  belt  on  and  they  (unintelligible) 
might  have  been  hit  here  and  there,  but  I  was  (unintelligible)    to  my  seat  and  that  helped  me 
quite  a  bit  to  avoid  any  (unintelligible)    around  (unintelligible) . 

DT:       Did  Mr."  •  *  have  his  belt  on? 

LP:       I  doubt  it.  but  I  didnl  sit  with  him. 

RP:      Well,  I  tell  you  -  Most  of  the  people,  when  they're  asked  if  they  had  a  seatbelt  on,  always  indicate 
yes,  they  did. 
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LP:       Then  that's  what  we  

RP:       Yeah.  And  I'm  just  letting  it  go  at  that.  OK.  Well,  I  sure  appreciate  

LP:       Oh,  you're  welcome.  Mr.  Powers,  (unintelligible)      and  anything  you  have  where  I  -  have . 

(unintelligible)    home  address  and  (unintelligible)    .  I'd  be  glad  to  fill  out  and  send  it  back  to  you. 

DT:  I  believe  we  have  your  home  address  as  J. 

RP:  OK.  Can  I  get  your  social  security  number? 

LP:  It's  ....... 

RP:  OK.  Well,  thank  you  very  much.  Have  a  nice  day.  Bye-bye. 

LP:  OK.  Bye. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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D,4^  was  interviewed  by  investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  1-29-90. 

The  interview  started  at  1 850  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFIGATION: 

GM:    Investigator  George  Morrill 

GM:  Adam? 

AS:  Yes. 

GM:  George  Morrill  from  the  Califomia  Highway  Patrol,  Sacramento. 

AS:  Oh.  hi.  how're  you  doing? 

GM:  I'm  fine,  thanks,  how  are  you? 

AS:  I  was  wondering  If  our  new  phone  works. 

GM:  Well,  I've  been  trying  to  call  you  since  a  week  ago.  Well.  I  started  Tuesday  evening.. 

AS:  Uh.  uh. 

GM:  ...and  I  never  got  an  answer  and  I  didnt  know  whether  you  had  picked  up  a  new  telephone  or... 

AS:  Yeah.  I  doni  know.  Uh,  we've  been  home  in  the  evening.  Is  that  when  you've  been  trying? 

GM:  Yes.  and  I  tried  almost  all  day  long  Saturday. 

AS:  Yeah,  we  were  gone  all  day  Saturday. 

GM:  Oh,  O.  K.  but  I  have  been  trying  in  the  evening  up  until  about  9  o'clock. 

AS:      Well.  I  don't  know.  Someone  else  told  me.  We  got  a  new  phone  and  then  someone  else  told  me 
that  they  were  trying  to  call  and  that  I  wasn't  answering  so  I  dont  know.  Now  it's  working  though, 
this  is  the  third  call  I've  received  today.  So  maybe  I  did  something  to  it  to  make  It  woi1<. 


GM: 

Maybe  you're  back  in  luck. 

AS: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

Do  you  have  time  to  talk  to  me  now? 

AS: 

Yeah,  sure. 

GM: 

0.  K. 

AS: 

Can  you  hold  on  just  one  second? 

GM: 

1  sure  can. 

AS: 

0.  K. 
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GM: 

Basically,  Adam,  I'm  going  to  ask  you  the  same  questions  that  1  asked  your  wife. 

AS: 

Right.  1  was  just  curious,  what  is  ....  what  kind  of  a  report  are  you  doing? 

GM: 

We're  doing  a  factual  documentation  of  what  happened  during  the  earthquake.  We're  not  trying 
to  find  out  what  caused  the  bridge  to  collapse.  That's  not  our  responsibility.  We're  just  doing  a 
report  for  the  Governor  of  California  ... 

AS: 

Uh,  uh. 

GM: 

...to  just  say  what  the  conditions  were  as  far  as  traffic  was  concerned.  If  that  traffic  or  the  people 
that  were  on  the  bridge  saw  any  motion  of  the  bridge.  If  they  can  give  us  any  indication  as  to  time 
of  the  collapse,  how  far  into  the  earthquake,  what  the  motion  of  the  structure  was,  and  what  the 
motion  of  their  vehicle,  and  then  their  responses. 

1 

AS: 

Right. 

j 

GM: 

So.  that* s  basically  what  we're  doing  and  it's  just  factually  documenting  anything.  We're  not 
investigating  any  criminal  acts  or  anything  else  so... 

AS: 

Right. 

1 

GM: 
AS: 

...1  talked  to  all  of  the  drivers  that  were  on  the  bridge  that  had  damage  to  their  vehicles  that  we 
know  of. 

Uh,  uh. 

GM: 

You're  the  last  one  and  yours  was  delayed  quite  a  bit  because  of  your  travels. 

AS: 

Right,  cause  this  has  no  bearing  on  our  claim  as  far  as  to  the  State. 

GM: 

None  whatsoever. 

AS: 

0.  K. 

GM: 

None  whatsoever. 

AS: 

Right,  we  havent  got... we  have  to  get  that  done. 

GM: 

Yeah,  1  would  recommend  that  you  get  it  in.  1  talked  to  the  lady,  uh,  that's  handling  the  claims.  1 
talked  to  her  last  Wednesday,  asked  her  if  she  had  heard  from  you  and  she  said  no  and  they  have 
a  deadline.  1  think  Irene  had  that ... 

■ 

1 

AS: 

She  said  it  was  April. 

li 

GM: 

April  the  1 8th  or  somewhere  in  that  eirea  so  1  would  recommend  to  you  that  you  get  it  in  in  a  timely 
fashion  so  you  can  get  reimbursement,  if  in  fact  it's  due  to  you,  which  1  doni  know  what  the  criteria 
is  for  payment  on  that. 

i  * 

Is 

AS: 

Yeah,  1  havent  even  looked  at  it,  but  the  way  it  worked  with  the  car  was  that,  you  know,  we  owed 
money  on  it  from  the  bank  and  we  had  put  a  certain  amount  into  it  but  with  the  car  being  totaled 
we  got  very  little  money  back  and  no  car. 

\ 

GM: 

Sure. 

1 

i 
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AS.  So... 

GM;      You're  definitely  a  loser  in  this  as  far  as  monetary  value  so,  yeah,  go  ahead  and  make  that  claim 
and  see  what  you  can  come  up  with. 

AS:      Yeah,  yeah,  thanks. 

GM:      O.  K.,  uh,  on  our  questionnaire,  the  first  question  asks  what  direction  you  were  going.  Well, 
there's  no  doubt  about  it,  I  know  what  direction  you  were  going.  You  were  going  east. 

AS:  Right. 

GM:      And  then  how  often  do  you  use  that  route  or  had  you  used  the  bridge? 

AS:       Very  rarely.  I  am  from  Morse,  I  am  from  Southern  California  so  I  was  visiting  the  Bay  Area.  IVe 
probably  been  over  the  Bay  Bridge  maybe  five  times. 

GM:      Could  you  tell  me  in  your  words  or  what  your  opinion  was  what  the  traffic  conditions  were  like 
either  light,  moderate,  or  heavy? 

AS'       I  would  say  moderate. 

GM:      And  can  you  give  me  some  estimation  as  to  the  spacing  of  the  vehicles?  How  far  were  you 
behind  the  car  ahead  of  you  and  maybe  the  car  behind  you?  How  far  was  it  t)ehind  you  if  you 
recall? 

AS:      I  weis  probably  two  to  three  car-lengths  behind  the  car  in  front  of  me  and  I  would  imagine  the  car 
behind  me  was  the  same.  I  don't  really  remember  that. 

GM:      O.  K. 

AS:       But  there  wasnl  anyone  right  in  front  of  me. 
GM:      Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  driving  in? 

AS:      Uh.  I  rememt)er  you  asked  that.  I  was  in  the  ...  all  I  remember  was  there  was  one  vehicle  to  my  left 
which  was  that  bus  I  think.  I  dont  know,  like  the  middle  lane,  three  from  the  right  or  something.  I 
guess,  I  don't  really  know. 

GM:  All  right. 

AS:  The  middle  lane. 

GM:  There  are  five. 

AS:  There  were  five? 

GM:  Five  lanes  in  that  direction,  yes. 

AS:  And  you  count  them  from  the  left? 

GM:  We  count  them  fi-om  the  left  so  we  would  start  the  very  left  lane  would  be  lane  number  1 . 

AS:  O.  K.,  I  would  say  I  was  in  lane  number  2  then. 
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GM:  O.  K. 

AS:  But  I'm  not  sure.  Do  you  know  what  lane  I  was  in  or? 

GM:  Yes,  when  you  nosed  over... 

AS:  Uh,  uh. 

GM:  You  were  in  lane  number  3. 

AS:  Oh,  O.  K. 

GM:  Which  would  have  been  the  actual  center  of  the  bridge. 

AS:  Right. 

GM:  Two  lanes  on  each  side  of  you. 

AS:  Yeah,  that's  probably  where  I  was  but  I  really  don't  remember. 

GM:  Do  you  recall  how  fast  you  were  driving?  This  would  be  prior  to  the  earthquake. 

AS:      Right.  I  would  say  that  traffic  in  general  was  moving  along  at  maylje  anywhere  from  I  don't 

know,  maybe  30  miles  an  hour.  Mayt>e  25  or  30  miles  an  hour. 

GM:      And  you  were  traveling  at  about  the  same  speed  then? 

AS:      Yeah,  we  were  all,  you  know,  you  just  sort  of  travel  at  the  same  speed  to  the  bridge  there. 
GM:      And  how  many  people  were  in  the  car  with  you? 
AS:      Just  Irene  and  I. 

GM:      O.  K.  And  if  you  can  recall  some  type  of  landmark  where  you  may  have  been  on  the  bridge  when 
you  felt  the  earthquake  first? 

AS:      Uh,  well,  we  weren't  very  far  from  where  we  ended  up.  I'll  tell  you  that.  Uh,  I  mean,  I  dont  really 
have  any.  I'm  not  that  familiar  with  the  area  so  I  cant  really  say,  you  know,  but.. 

GM:      Do  you  recall  in  relationship  to  the  tunnel? 

AS:      No,  I  really  dont  cause  I'm  just  not  that  familiar.  I  know  that  there  is  a  tunnel  and  that  we  went 

through  the  tunnel  then  we  went  for  a  ways  but  I  don't  really  I'm  just  not  that  familiar  with  that. 

GM:      O.  K.,  very  good. 

AS:      Like  I  say,  we  didnt  go  very  far  from  the  time  that  I  felt  the  earthquake  to  the  time,  you  know,  I 
doni  think  I  went  very  far  at  all. 

GM:      Do  you  have  any  idea  of  how  far  you  went  once  you  felt  that  eartfiquake? 

AS:      Well,  not  really,  cause  time  was  so  distorted  but  a  few  seconds  I  would  say  before... I  really  dont 
know.  Not  very  far  though. 

GM:      Can  you  tell  me  in  time  from  the  first  indication  of  the  earthquake  until  you  got  your  car  stopped? 

I, 
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AS;       Maybe  five  seconds.  It's  hard  to  say.  You  know,  I  dont  know  if  you've  ever  been  in  a.. ..anything 
really  traumatic  but  time  really  slowed  down.  Like  It  was  like  slow  motion.  It  was  kind  of  strange. 

II 

GM:      Did  you  see  the  bridge  collapse? 

AS:      No,  I  didnl  see.  Well,  what  do  you  mean  see  it?  Like  did  I  actually  see  it  break  or ...? 
GM;      Yes,  did  you  see  the  upper  deck  come  on  down  to  the  lower  deck? 
AS;       Yeah,  I  saw  the  deck  fall. 

GM;      Did  you  see  the  lower  deck  fall?  The  one  you  were  on? 

H 

AS;      No,  because  what  happened  was  when  the  upper  deck  fell,  it  was  like  ...um....how  would  I  explain 
it... it  was  right  in  front  of  me  so  that  by  the  time  it  hit  the  lower  deck,  I  was  right  there  too.  Do  you 

I  see  what  I'm  saying? 

GM;      Yes,  I  think  I  do. 

II 

AS;      ft  wasnt  like  I  was  far  away  and  I  saw  It  cind  then  I,  you  know,  it  hit  the  lower  deck  and  I  was  there  at 
the  same,  you  know,  maybe  a  half  a  second  later,  see,  so  I  never  saw  the  bottom  deck  fall,  I  just 

II  saw  the  top  deck.  I  never  saw  beyond  that. 

GM;  Do  you  recall  whether  you  saw  the  upper  deck  fall  the  entire  length  of  its  fall?  Or  was  it  something 
|i  like  just  passing  in  front  of  your  vision  after  It  was  already  partially  down? 

AS;  I  doni  understand.  What  do  you  mean? 

GM;  Well,  if  you'd  imagine  it  like  a  garage  door  closing? 

AS;  Uh,  uh. 

GM;  That's  how  some  people  have  described  It  to  me.  Is  like  a  giant  garage  door  closing. 

AS;  That's  kind  of  what  it  was  like,  yeah. 

GM;  Did  you  see  the  top  deck  during  the  entire  time  that  it  was  falling  or  was  it  just.. ..was  it  already  at 
some  angle  when  you  first  saw  it? 

AS;      Um  I  think  it  was  already  falling  when  I  saw  it.  You  know  what  I  mean?  It  was  like  probably  more 

than  half  way  down  but  cause  there  was  like  more  than  half  way  down  but  cause  there  was  like  it 
was  really  loud  and  there  was  like  a  big,  was  like  an  explosion  sort  of.  I  mean,  it  sort  of  reminded 
me  of  the  sound  of  an  explosion.  Uh,  and,  you  know,  when  you're  driving  on  a  bridge,  typically 
you're  not  looking  up  above  you.  You  know  what  I  mean,  you're  looking  in  front  of  you. 
Especially,  cause  I  was  driving  and  everyone  was  just  sort  of  slowing  down  and  so  I  sort  of  slowed 
down  too. 

GM;      I  see. 

AS;       So,  I  was  sort  of  looking  at  the  road.  I  really  wasnt  looking  up  in  the  air  and  then  as  I  slowed  down, 
no,  no  one  slammed  on  their  brakes.  Everyone  just  kind  of.,  you  know,  it  was  kind  of  like  when 
you  get  a  flat  tire. 

GM:       Um,  um. 
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AS:      Sort  of  decelerated,  and  so  everyone  just  slowed  down.  I  mean  the  guy... I  read  the  thing  in  the 
paper  atxjut  the  guy  in  the  bus  slamming  on  his  brakes.  That's  baloney,  no  one  slammed  on  their 
brakes.  At  least  not  where  I  was  and  so  I  just  sort  of  caught,  you  know,  the  bridge  falling  in  front  of 
me  for  maybe  the  last  few  seconds  that  it  fell.  Not  the  whole  thing. 

GM;      O.  K.  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  Adam  that  something  was  wrong  as  far  as  an  earthquake 
going  on?  The  motion  of  your  vehicle  or? 

AS:      Yeah,  the  motion  of  my  I  thought  I  had  a  flat  tire. 

GM:      Was  this  prior  to  the  time  that  you  saw  the  bridge,  the...  it  falling? 

AS:  Yeah. 

GM:      Can  you  describe  that  motion  of  your  vehicle? 

AS:       It  was  kind  of  a,  oh,  a  back  and  forth  motion. 

GM:      Now,  when  you  say  back  and  forth,  are  we  talking  left  and  right? 

AS:      Lateral,  yeah. 

GM:      Lateral  motion? 

AS:      Yeah,  lateral  motion. 

GM:      Do  you  know  whether  it  went  left  or  right  or  both? 
AS:      Uh,  I  would  say  both. 

GM:      Did  you  feel  any  vertical  movement,  up  and  down? 

AS:      No.  Well,  I  certainly  felt  some  down  when  I  went  off  the  edge  there  

GM:      O.  K. 

AS:      But  no,  no  vertical  movement. 

GM:      And  what  was  you're  reaction  then  to  this  back  and  forth,  the  lateral  movement? 
AS:       I  reacted  like  I  had  a  flat  tire.  I  just  took  my  foot  off  the  gas. 
GM:      Did  you  apply  your  brakes? 

AS;      You  know,  I  don't  know.  I  don't...  I  must  have  light,  slightly,  you  know.  It  wasn't  like  I  was.. ..how 
can  I  explain  it?  It  wasn't  like  I  was  going  along  and  all  of  a  sudden  I  felt  like  something  was  going 
on  and  slammed  on  my  Ixakes  and  then  I  went  into  this  hole.  It  wasnt  like  that.  It  was  more  like 
the  bridge  shook,  and  it  shook  for  a  few  seconds,  and  so  everyone  sort  of  slowed  down,  and 
then  the  bridge  fell.  So  I  didnl  ever  really  slam  on  my  brakes,  you  know.  No,  I  did  not  slam  on  my 
brakes. 

GM:      O.  K.,  you  didn't,uh,  skid  or ...  I  shouldn't  say  you...  but  you're  car  did  not  skid? 

AS:      No,  I  did  not  skid  at  all.  I  mean,  I  don't  think  I  did.  There  isn't  any  skid  marks  behind  it  were  there? 


L 
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GM:      Not  that  I  knew  No.  Do  you  know  what  the  cars  around  you  did? 

AS:       No.  You  know,  I  did  see  one  car,  I  think  I,  for  some  reason  I  thought  there  was  a  car  in  front  of  me 
that  was  yellow.  It  seemed  like  they  sped  up  and  like  made  it  just  beyond  where  the  tjridge  fell. 
That  was  the  only  thing  that  I  really  noticed.  Like  I  kind  of  looked  up  and  I  saw  this  car  go 
zooming.,  it  was  in  front  of  me  some  distance.  It  seemed  like  he  sort  of  sped  up  or  something.  He 
like  made  it  through  and  then  the  bridge  fell.  But  I  didn't  even  see  anyone  around  me,  what  they 
did.  I  have  no  idea. 

|i   GM:      0.  K.  Did  your  vehicle  strike  any  portion  of  the  bridge  other  than  going  off  into  that  collapsed 
area? 

AS:  No. 

GM:  Did  your  vehicle  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle? 

AS:  No. 

GM:  Were  you  injured? 

f  AS:      Um,  no.  I  mean,  no.  Neither  one  of  us  went  to  the  hospital  or  anything.  We  probably  should  of 
but  we  didn't. 

GM:      O.  K.,  was  Irene  injured? 

||  AS:  No. 

GM:      All  right. 

AS:       Well,  how  about,  I'd  like  to  say  at  this  point  we  don't  think  so.  I  mean,  you  know,  I  guess  we  both 
like  when  we  got  out  of  the  car,  like  my  chest  hurt  and  my  neck  hurt  like  that  day,  like  the  next  day 


but  it  never  hurt  after  that. 


GM:      O.  K. 

AS:       So  I  think,  no,  we  didn't  get  injured. 
GM:      Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt? 
AS:      Yes.  We  both  were. 

GM:      And  it's  the  type  that  not  only  goes  across  your  lap  but  it  goes  over  your  shoulder  across  your 
chest  and  over  your  shoulder? 

AS:  Yes 

GM:      All  right.  Do  you  have  any  recollection  of  the  time  that  rt  would  have  taken  you  from  the  time  that 
you  started  to  brake  until  the  time  you  stopped  and  dropped  over  into  the  collapse? 

AS:      Oh,  I  would  say  .  just  a  few  seconds.  You  know,  two  or  three  seconds  I  would  say. 

GM:  After  you  came  to  a  stop,  Adam,  when  the  nose  of  your  vehicle  was  over  in  the  collapsed  area,  do 
you  think  that  the  earthquake  was  over  at  that  time?  Could  you  tell  whether  it  was  over  at  that  time 
or  whether  the  bridge  was  still  shaking? 


I 
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AS:  I  couldn't  really  tell.  I  mean,  mostly  we  were  just  concerned.  I  was  just.. ..we  were  both  concerned 
about  getting  out  of  the  car.  So  it  didnt  appear  to  be  shaking. 

GM:      Do  you  know  how  long  it  took  you  and  Irene  to  get  out  of  the  car  and  get  back  upon  to  the  lower 
deck  that  you  had  just  come  from? 

AS:      Yeah,  just  a  few  seconds. 

GM:      O.  K. 

AS:      Not  very  long  at  all. 

GM:      I  was  just  reviewing  an  interview  with  a  Marine  that  was  a  passenger  on  the  bus  to  your  left. 
AS:       Right,  I  remember  him  well. 

GM:  He  said  that  by  the  time  he  got  off  of  the  bus  (he  was  the  first  one  off  of  that  bus  probably)  he  said 
by  the  time  he  got  off  the  bus  that  both  of  you  were  out  of  the  red  Pontiac.  However,  the  woman 
was  still  in  the  dark  colored  car  to  your  right. 

AS:      Oh,  she  was?  See,  I  didnt  even  know.  I,  for  some  reason,  thought  I  kind  of  remember  seeing  the 
woman  sort  of  walk  away  or  whatever  but,  yeah,  we  were  already  out.  That  Marine,  by  the  way, 
was  very  helpful.  He  should  get  like  a  medal  of  honor  or  something. 

GM:      Well,  we  have  recommended  him  for  this. 

AS:      Yeah,  he  really  was.  I  mean,  of  anyone  that  was  there,  you  know,  he  really  sort  of  took  control 
and,  I  mean,  he  was  like,  you  know,  I  heard  Irene  talking  to  you,  telling  you  about  how  we  didn't 
really  know  what  to  do. 

GM:  Sure. 

AS:      Well,  you  can  imagine.  We're  pretty  much  in  a  state  of  shock.  We  were  in  shock.  I  mean  we  were 
literally  walking  around  in  circles  not  knowing  what  to  do.  You  know,  because  it  was  pretty 
traumatic  looking  out  the  door  and  seeing  the  Bay. 

GM:  Yes. 

AS:      I  mean,  we  could  actually  see.  So  we  were  in  shock.  I  mean  there  is  no  doubt  about  it,  and  no 

one  really  did  anything,  you  know,  we  could  have  wandered  aimlessly  the  whole  night  if  it  weren't 
for  the  fact  that  we  wandered  onto  a  bus.  A  gentleman  on  the  bus  actually  offered  us  money  to 
take  BART  home  and  so  on  and  so  on.  But  that  Marine  was  really,  he  was  like  the  only  person 
who  sort  of  comforted  me  in  the  sense  that  I  was  in  shock,  and  he  said,  O.  K.  this  is  what  you 
should  do,  sort  of  thing. 

GM:      I  see. 

AS:       But  anyway. 

GM:      Before  you  saw  the  bridge  itself  collapse,  did  you  see  any  other  motion  by  the  bridge? 

AS:  No,  like  Irene  said,  I  looked  up...,  you  know,  the  car  started  shaking  and  when  I  looked  in  front  of 
me  to  my  right,  all  the  way  to  the  right-hand  side  of  the  bridge,  it  looked  like  some  car  or  truck  had 
hit  the  bridge.  It  was  like  a  big  puff  like  when  cement  cracks? 
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GM:       Urn,  urn. 

I  AS:      On  the  right-hand  side,  a  little  bit  in  front  of  me,  and  that  was  the  only  thing  I  really  noticed  before  I 
saw  the  bridge  fall. 

GM:      Do  you  have  any  recollection  of  how  far  that  this  puff  of  smoke  or  dust  or  whatever  would  have 
t>een  from  the  actual  collapse  itself? 

AS:      I  think  it  was  where  it  was  breaking.  You  know. 

GM:      Right  at  the  collapse  then? 

AS:      Yeah,  right  at  where  it  was  collapsing. 

GM:      But  you  noticed  it  at  the  right  side  of  the  roadway? 

AS:       It  seemed  like  it  was  over  to  my  right.  Yeah. 

GM:      Some  people  that  were  on  different  portions  of  the  bridge  reporting  seeing  the  roadway  move  up 
and  down  and  some  of  them  described  it  as  a  wave,  another  one  described  it  as  kind  of  a  snaking 
motion.  You  didn't  see  anything  like  that? 

AS:       Not  really,  no. 

GM:      Did  you  ever  see  the  grey  Mazda  car  that  was  down  in  that  same  collapsed  area?  It  was  to  your 
right. 

i  AS:  Right. 

GM:      Did  you  see  it  come  down  with  the  upper  span? 
I  AS:       I  think  I  did.  Wasn't  it  brown?  I  thought  it  was  brown. 

!  GM:      No,  the  one  that  was  nosed  over  just  to  your  right.  Uh,  it  was  facing  the  opposite  direction  of  your 
car  but  it  was  nosed  over  in  also. 

I  AS:      A  woman  and  a  man? 

1 QM:      Yes.  That  one  was  grey.  Kind  of  a  gun-metal  grey. 


Oh,  really? 

Now  at  a  later  time,  there  was  a  vehicle  that  came  from  the  upper  deck  and  was  going  eastbound 


the  same  direction  that  you  had  been  going,  and  she,  there  was  a  woman  driving  that  vehicle. 
»        This  would  have  been  about  30  minutes  or  so  after  the  original  earthquake. 

Ml  Right. 

m$:  She  ....  her  vehicle  attempted  to  jump  that  span,  the  collapsed  span,  and  collided  upon  the  upper 
J        portion  of  that  collapsed  span. 

AS:  Right  You  know  when  that  woman  did  that,  you  know,  we  were  like  away  from  the,  away  from  the 
gap  at  that  pxDint,  you  know,  aimlessly  wandering.  That  made  the  bridge  drop  and  little  bit  more.  I 
doni  know  if  you  know  that  or.  ..  I  mean,  cause  I  remember  seeing  the  way  my  car  looked  and 
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then  coming  back,  you  know,  that  shook  the  whole  bridge  when  that  woman's  car  hit. 
GM:      I  see. 

AS:      At  least  where  we  were  and  we  thought,  oh,  another  earthquake.  But  it  seemed  like  the  part  that 
had  dropped  down  like  a  garage  door  like  you  would  say. 

GM:  Yes. 

AS:       Seemed  like  it  settled  a  little  bit  more  when  that  other  car  hit  it.  Seemed  like  it  dropped  down  a 
little  bit. 

GM:  Was  this  the  upper? 

AS:  The  upper  deck. 

GM:  The  upper  deck  portion,  that  was  on  a  slant,  settled  more? 

AS:  Yeah,  seemed  like  it  settled,  you  know,  like  looking  at  the  top  of  it  where  like  it  hinged  sort  of. 

GM:  Yes. 

AS:  It  seemed  like  to  dropped  more. 

GM:  So  that  hinge  area  was  closer  to  the  water  then  than  it  had  been  originally? 

AS:  No,  I  mean  to  top  hinge  part. 

GM:  Yes. 

AS:  It  seemed  like  it  dropped. 

GM:  Yeah. 

AS:  So  the  top,  you  know  like  the  angle  of  my  car  would  have  just  increased  just  a  little  bit  cause  of  it 
dropping. 

GM:      O.  K. 

AS:       It  seemed  like  it  did.  Cause  I  remember  looking  at  it  and  seeing  that  car  and  it  seemed  it  had 

dropped  a  little  bit.  Not  much,  but  a  little.  See  cause  I  wasnt  sure  how  stable  how  the  whole  thing 
was,  you  know,  but  when  getting  out  of  the  car,  I  didn't  know.  My  first  thought  was  why  I  don't 
know  if  I  should  get  out  of  the  car  or  not.  Cause  what  if  it  moved. 

GM:  Sure. 

AS:      You  know.  But  I  didn't  have  time  to  think  about  it  so  I  just  got  out. 

GM:      Do  you  know  how  far  away  from  the  collapsed  portion  you  were  when  that  car  on  the  upper  car...? 

AS:      I  don't  think  we  were  too  far,  uh,  we  wandered  around,  you  know,  and  ended  up  talking  to 

different  people,  you  know,  but  we  never  really  got  too  far  away,  you  know,  from  there.  But  I  do 
remember  that  it  shook  the  whole  bridge. 

GM:      Could  you  hear  it? 
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AS:      Yeah,  it  was  like  a  sound  then  a  little  bit  of  a  shake.  But  I  had  no  idea  what  time  or  anything  like 
that. 

GM;  O.  K.  Well,  Adam  I  think  that  the  questions  I've  asked  you  and  the  ones  the  you've  answered  are 
j  basically  what  I  needed  to  know  from  you.  There  weren't  an  awful  lot  of  people  on  the  bridge  that 

saw  the  collapse  of  the  bridge  like  you  did  and  were  that  close  to  it  and  so  in  an  attempt  to  find  out 
how  it  collapsed  and  the  time  taken,  those  kinds  of  things,  that  was  why  I  really  wanted  to  talk  to 
you  and  get  that  information. 

AS:       Right.  O.K. 

GM:      Do  you  have  any  questions  of  me?  Is  there  anything  I  can  answer  for  you? 

AS:       No,  not  really.  I  guess  the  only  thing  we  need  to  find  out  about  is  I  guess  to  apply  to  this  Agency 
that  sent  us  the  application. 

I  GM:  Yes. 

li  AS:  And  then  take  it  from  there.  You  know,  I  mean,  it  would  be  nice  to  be  able  to  replace  that. 

GM:  Yes. 

AS:  Do  you  need  our  address  or  anything  like  that? 

GM:  I  have  your  address.  Irene  gave  it  to  me  as 

,  AS:  Right. 
|1 

GM:  Is  that  a  street,  avenue? 

AS:  Yeah. 

,  GM:   > 

I 

AS:  Yes. 

GM:  And  its  •  •  •  'and  the  ZIP  is  •  •  •  • 

AS:  Right. 

GM:  O.  K.  and  you  have  no  business  phone? 

AS:  No. 

|gM:  O.  K. 

AS:  No 

GM:  I  think  I  have  everything  I  need  Adam. 

AS:  O  K.  Great. 

GM  And,  uh,  I  don't  know  whether  you  still  have  my  phone  number  and  name.  If  you  want  that  I  can 
give  it  to  you  again. 
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AS:      Yeah,  we  do  have  it. 

GM:      O.  K.  fine.  I  work  normally  in  San  Luis  Obispo.  I  work  for  the  Highway  Patrol  there. 
AS:       Oh,  I  see. 

GM:  However,  we  organized  a  special  team  to  do  the  collapse  of  the  Bay  Bridge  and  the  Cypress 
Structure  over  in  Oakland  so  they  just  called  several  of  us  from  different  areas  of  the  State  to 
come  together  for  the  team. 

AS:  Right. 

GM:      And  that's  why  I've  been  here.  So  we're  working  now  in  Sacramento.  We  had  our  headquarters 
first  in  San  Francisco.  Then  we  moved  to  Oakland  once  the  Bay  Bridge  opened. 

AS:  Right. 

GM:  And  then  once  we  gathered  most  of  the  information  we  needed  over  there,  then  we  moved  to 
Sacramento  where  we'd  have  office  space  and  things  so.... 

AS:      Right.  So  what  is ....  I  mean  I'm  just  curious.. ..what  is  Governor  plan  to  do  with  the  report?  Just,  I 
mean,  what,  just  to  know?  To  be  infomned?  Or  what? 

GM:  I  believe  that  that's  what  the  basic  intent  of  this  was.  So  he  can  have  an  understanding  of  what 
happened. 

AS:  Right. 

GM:  The  bridge  experts,  the  people  who  work  for  Gal-Trans  and  the  Seismological  people,  they  will 
compile  reports  and  say  how  big  the  earthquake  was  and  what  the  motions  were  that  cause  the 
bridge  to  do  what  it  did  and  then  the  bridge  experts  can  say  why  the  bridge  did  what  it  did. 

AS:       Um,  um. 

GM:      So,  I  imagine  that  a  whole  bunch  of  reports  compiled  together  will  give  a  good  insight  as  to  what 
occurred. 

AS:  Right.  Sure.  Was  there  any  other  accidents  or  anything  on  the  bridge  besides  the  two  cars?  I 
mean  our  two  cars  that  fell  in  and  the  one  that  drove  accidentally;  or  tried  to  jump  it  or....? 

GM:  Yes,  there  was.  There  was  a  van  pool  van  

AS:  Uh,  uh... 

GM:  ...that  was  somewhere  right  ahead  of  you  and  when  the  upper  deck  collapsed  

AS:  Uh.  uh.... 

GM:  ....it  struck  the  right-rear  corner  of  the  van  pool  van  and  then  just  kind  of  propelled  it  eastward... 

AS:  Oh,  really? 

GM:  And  there  1 4  people  in  that  van  and  there  were  six  or  seven  of  those  persons  that  were  slightly 
injured. 


II 
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AS:      Oh,  I  see. 

GM:      The  worse  injury  to  the  bunch  was  one  man  lost  three  teeth.  He  went  forward  and  hit  the  back  of 
the  seat  ahead  of  him  and  knocked  three  teeth  out. 

AS:  Wow! 

GM:      And  then  behind  you  somewhere  was  a  motorcyclist,  a  civilian  motorcyclist,  riding  along.  When 
he  felt  the  earthquake  start,  he  thought  that  he  had  a  flat  tire  and  that's  quite  dangerous  for  a 
motorcycle. 

AS:  Right. 

GM:      So  he  slowed  down  real  hard;  braked  real  hard;  when  he  got  down  to  at)0ut  30-35  miles  an  hour, 
he  laid  the  bike  down  and  it  slid  on  its  side.  Very  minor  damage  to  the  motorcycle  and,  uh.  just  a 
complaint  of  pain-type  injury  to  him. 

AS:  Oh.  I  see. 

GM:  So  there  were  five  vehicles  all  together  and  

AS:  What  about  the  woman  that  landed  next  to  us?  Was  she  injured  bad  or? 

GM:  No.  she  wasn't  injured  bad.  She  had  a  compression  fracture  of  one  of  her....  in  her  lumbar  spine. 

AS:  Oh,  I  see. 

GM:  And  that  would  have  been  the  most  severe.  She  walked.  She  walked  clear  back  to  Treasure 
Island... 

1  AS:      Yeah,  right. 

I  GM:      ....to  get  some  aid  there. 

'  AS:  Right. 

GM:      Uh,  but  that  was  basically  the  injuries.  Then  car  we're  talking  about,  the  one  that  up  on  the  upper 
deck.  The  driver,  she  was  not  seatbelted  and  she  died.  And  then  her  brother  was  a  passenger 
and  he  received  some  severe  leg  injuries  but  he  was  seatbelted  in  and  he  lived  so  we  feel  that 
had  she  been  seatbelted.  it  was  a  survivable  crash. 

I  AS:      Oh.  right.  Wow!  Did  she  just  get  misdirected  or ...? 

GM:      Well,  her  brother  told  us  originally  that  when  they  got  to  the  upper  deck  that  they  were  confused 
and  she  just  turned  to  the  right  and  went  toward  Oakland. 

I  j|S:      Oh,  I  see.  So  there  wasnl  anyone  really  to  tell  them  one  way  or  the  other. 

GM:      We  haven't  been  able  to  determine  whether  there  was  anyone  telling  them  to  go  that  way  or  not 
and  I've  talked  to  a  bunch  of  people  but  no  one  indicated  that  they  were  told  to  turn  right. 

AS:      Right  Well,  that's  just  too  bad. 


GM 


Yes.  it  is. 
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AS:      So,  oh,  well.  Yeah,  It's  pretty  amazing  for  what  could  have  happened.  What  did  happen. 
GM:      Yes,  it  is. 

AS:      Pretty  remarkable  really.  You  know. 

GM:      O.  K.  Adam,  well,  I  appreciate  the  information  you've  given  me. 

AS:      Sure,  no  problem. 

GM:      Good  luck  in  your  schooling. 

AS:      All  right.  Thanks  a  lot. 

GM:      O.  K.,  and  thank  you. 

AS:       O.  K.  bye. 

GM:      Goodnight.  Today's  date  is  Monday  the  29th  of  January  1 990.  The  time  right  now  is  7:15  p.m.  I 
was  talking  with  *  I'm  George  Morrill,  ID  7097.  This  will  be  the  end  of  this  tape 

recorded  conversation. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-4A,  ••••«•••..■  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  January 
22.  1990.  The  interview  started  at  1900  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcription  of  that  tape 
recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

GM:    Investigator  George  Morrill 
10:  »••»•»»•»»» 

IQ-  •»•••» 

GM:       Yes,  Irene,  how  are  you? 
10:        Good.  How  are  you  doing? 

GM:       I'm  fine,  thank  you.  I  tried  to  call  you  a  few  minutes  ago  and  maybe  your  phone  isnt  working  like 
you  thought. 

10:        Yeah,  we  heard  it  ring  and,  in  fact,  I  have  to  warn  you.  My  husband  is  hanging  onto  the  dial  right 
now  so  that  it  will  work,  so  if  it  clicks  off  then  we're  going  to  get  a  new  phone  later  tonight  and 
maybe  you  can  just  call  us  back  tomorrow  night  but  I'll  go  ahead  and  talk  to  you  as  long  as  it  works. 

GM:       O.  K. 

10:         O.  K.? 

GM:       Very  good.  Irene,  what  I  have  for  you  and  your  husband  both  are  just  a  series  of  canned 

questions.  Some  of  them  I  already  know  the  answer  for  because  I  know  about  your  car  

10:        Uh,  uh... 

GM:       ...but  others,  you're  the  only  person  that's  going  to  be  able  to  answer  them  for  me.  What  I'd  like 
to  do  is  go  through  these.  If  I  trigger  a  thought  as  we're  talking,  I'd  like  for  you  to  expound  on  that 
and  I  think  I  mentioned  to  you  Saturday  when  we  talked  that  all  we're  trying  to  do  is  factually 
document  what  went  on  up  there  on  the  bridge. 

10:  Right. 

GM:       O.  K.  How  often  did  you  use  that  particular  route?  How  often  did  you  use  the  Bay  Bridge? 
10:        Oh,  not  very;  I  had  just  moved     from  Santa  Bart)ara. 
GM:       You  just  moved  up  from  Santa  Barbara? 

10:        Yeah.  So  I  mean  I've  used  it  as  a  child  and  when  I  was  in  high  school  cause  my  parents  live  in 
Walnut  Creek,  but  not  very  often. 

GM:       O.  K.  now,  traffic  conditions,  would  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
earthquake  as  light,  moderate  or  heavy? 

10:        I  would  think  it  was  moderate. 

GM:       Do  you  have  any  recollection  of  the  spacing  between  your  vehicle  and  maybe  the  vehicle  ahead 
of  you  and  the  one  behind  you  or  something?  Can  you  give  me.... 
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10:  Yeah,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  was  at  least  a  car  length  between  vehicles  because  I  remember 
noticing,  wow,  it's  five  o'clock  and  there's  not  very  much  traffic. 

GM:  O.  K.  And  if  you'll  excuse  my  pauses,  I'm  writing  the  responses  to  your.... 

10:  Oh,  no,  that's  O.  K. 

GM:  And  do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  traveling  in? 

10:  One  of  the  middle  ones. 

GM:  O.  K. 

10:  Like  not... yeah,  one  of  the  two.  I  think  we  were  the  second  from  the  left. 

GM:  We  number  our  lanes  from  the  left,  being  number  one,  and  across,  and  there  are  five  lanes  on 
the  bridge. 

10:  Oh. 

GM:  So,  are  your  talking  about  the  second  from  the  left  would  be  the  number  two  or  the  number 
three? 

10:  Either  two  or  three. 

GM:  O.  K. 

10:  Maybe.. ..yeah,  either  two  or  three;  I'm  not  positive. 

GM:  And  do  you  know  how  fast  you  were  going? 

10:  I  would  guess  about  thirty-five  miles  an  hour. 

GM:  And  it  was  just  you  and  Adam  in  the  automobile? 

10:  Yeah,  that's  right. 

GM:  Do  you  recall  where  you  were  in  relationship  to  some  identifiable  feature  when  the  earthquake 
began? 

10:  Uh.... 

GM:  Maybe  from  San  Francisco  or  maybe  Yerba  Buena  Island  or....? 

10:  Like  past  Treasure  Island. 

GM:  You  were  past  Treasure  Island? 

10:  Yeah. 

GM:  So  you  were  east  of  Treasure  Island  when  it  began. 

10:  Right.  Pretty  far  east.  We  didn't  go  very  far  t>efore  I  fell  in  the  hole. 

GM:  O.  K.  What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 


JDRNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

)IAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS   Page  151 

'i 

10:  I  was  looking  at  my  lap  and  Adam  said,  "Honey,"  and  I  looked  up,  and  as  I  looked  up  I  could  feel 

l|  things  move.  I  could  tell  right  away  that  It  was  an  earthquake  and  I  could  see  cars  moving. 

GM:  Can  you  describe  those  cars'  movements? 

10:  Yeah,  they  were  moving  from  side  to  side. 

GM:  Back  and  forth  and  left  to  right  is  what  we're  talking  about? 

10:  Yeah.  Like  left  and  right.  Right. 

GM:  0.  K.  What  kind  of  motion  could  you  feel  in  your  car? 

10:  I  felt  like  we  were  moving  back  and  forth  and  I  could  tell  he  was  slowing  down.  I  could  feel  that  so  I 
remember  thinking,  "Oh,  It's  O.  K.,  it's  an  earthquake  but  everybody  is  slowing  down;  nothing  is 

M  going  to  happen." 

GM:  When  you  say,  he  started  to  slow  or  he  was  slowing,.. uh 

10:  Yeah. 

GM:  ...was  this  by  using  the  brakes  or  just  backing  off  of  the  accelerator  pedal? 

10:  Oh,  it  felt  like  backing  off  of  the  accelerator  pedal  but  I'm  not  positive. 

GM:  O.  K. 

10:  That's  what  it  felt  like. 

GM:  O.  K.  These  will  be  the  questions  that  I'll  ask  Adam  that  he  can  answer  for  himself  so.. 

10:  Right. 

3M:  O.  K.  Then  the  other  vehicles  around  you  other  than  slowing  down,  what  did  they  do? 

0:  They. .  .  .oh,  I  didn't  notice  any  of  them  do  anything  in  particular  except  for  they  were  just  moving 
back  and  forth. 

3M:  Oh,  O.  K. 

O:  Do  you  mean  did  anybody  slam  on  their  brakes? 

aM:  Yes,  did  you  see  any  of  that  going  on? 

0:  No.  Nothing  

aM:  ...or  changing  lanes  or..? 

0:  No,  nothing  like  that. 

5M:  Did  your  car  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle? 

D:  No, 
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GM:       And,  another  question  that  I've  asked  everyone  else  and  for  you  I  know  what  the  answer  is  going 
to  be.  It  is,  did  your  vehicle  strike  any  portion  of  the  bridge? 
yours  obviously  is,  "yes,  I  did." 

10:  Yes.  Definitely,  sure  did. 

GM:  All  right.  Were  you  injured? 

10:  No. 

GM:  Was  Adam  injured? 

10:  No. 

GM:  Were  you  wearing  your  seat  belt? 

10:  Yeah,  Thank  God! 

GM:  Was  Adam  wearing  his  seat  belt? 

10:  Yeah. 

GM:  All  right.  Now,  Irene  did  you  notice  any  structural  motion,  anything  about  the  bridge  itself,  the 
railings,  the  overhead,  or  the  roadway  surface,  any  motion  by  the  bridge? 

10:        Yeah,  the,  well,  I  guess  you  would  call  it  motion,  the  first  thing  I  noticed,  was  like  a....  it  looked  like 
a  big  puff  of  like  dust  or  smoke  off  to  the  right  and  my  first  thought  was  that  oh,  a  truck  hit  the  side 
of  the  bridge  and  as  I  glanced  over  at  it,  it  kind  of  looked  like  it  was  vibrating  like  pretty  fast 
vibrating  not  like  a  slow  wave  at  all  and  I  guess  that  was  actually  the  txidge  breaking  up  but  it 
looked  like  a  big  truck  or  something  had  hit  it. 

GM:       Now,  when  you  say  the  side,.... 

10:        Like  off  to  the  right-hand  side,  like  along  the  railings  and  along  all  that  structural  part  to  the  right. 

GM:       Now,  was  this  adjacent  to  you,  right  along  side  of  you  or  was  it  further  ahead  of  you...? 

10:        No,  it  was  a  little  bit  ahead  of  us.  Not  much,  but  it  was  a  little  ahead  of  us.  The  first  thing  I  noticed 
cause  I  thought  oh,  something  hit  the  bridge. 

GM:       O.  K. 

10:        I  remember  what  CTOssed  my  mind  was  wow,  somebody  must  have  slammed  on  their  brakes  and 
gone  sideways  and  hit  the  bridge.  That's  what  I  thought  that  somebody  had  done  something  like 
that. 

GM:       When  did  you  first  become  aware  of  the  Bridge  or  the  structure  itself  had  fallen? 
10:        When  we  were  in  it. 
GM:       Did  you  see  it  fall? 

10:        Well,  you  know,  sometimes  I  think  I  can  visualize  it  going  down  but  it's  like  right  in  front  of  me.  I 
mean,  I  didn't  see  it  from  a  distance.  Ifs  sort  of  like  I  feel  as  though  it  fell  as  we  were  driving  in  the 
hole. 
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GM:       Do  you  recall  hearing  any  noises? 

10:        Yeah,  it  was  really  loud. 

GM:       Can  you  describe  that  noise? 

10:        Uh,  well,  at  first,  you  know,  when  I  saw  a  puff  of  smoke,  it  was  like  cracking  and  then  after  that.. ..no 
I  cani  you  know  why  because  I  don't  have  any  experience  with  that  noise  so  I  cant  describe  what 
it  sounds  like. 

GM:       Do  you  recall  the  dark  grey  car  that  was  down  in  the,  uh,  same  location  that  your  car  was? 
10:  Yeah. 

GM:       Do  you  recall  whether  it  was  there  prior  to  the  time  you  went  into  that  hole  or  about  the  same  time 

or...? 

10:        I  don't  have  any  idea  t)ecause  I  didnt  notice  it.  Even  when  I  got  out  I  didnt  notice  it. 
GM:       Can  you  descrit)e  for  me  how  you  got  out  of  your  car? 
10:        Can  I  descritie  for  you  wfiat? 

GM:       How  you  were  able  to  get  out  of  your  car?  Are  you  still  there?  Irene,  are  you  still  there?  The  time 
right  now  is  7:15  p.m.  Today's  date  is  Monday  the  27th  of  January,  1990.  I'm  Officer  George 
Morrill,  California  Highway  Patrol,  ID  7097.  I  have  been  interviewing  • 
•  •  • '  and  I'm  going  to  attempt  to  recontact  her  by  phone. 

3M:       George  Morrill,  may  I  help  you? 

IF:        George,  this  is  Jim  Foster  of  the  Staff  Office.  She  called  back  and  I  was  talking  to  her  and  we  got 
cut  off.  Apparently,  her  phone  is  really  messed  up. 

3M:       Apparently.  That* s  what  happened  to  the  first  call  that  I  was  working  with  so  I  will  try  her  again.  If 
she  calls,  if  you'll  just  patch  her  through  again.  Thank  you. 

IF:  Try  it.  O.  K.  Bye. 

aM:  Bye.  George  Morrill,  may  I  help  you? 

D:  Hi,  George,  it's  me. 

jM:  We're  having  lots  of  problems  here. 

3:  Yeah,  my  phone.  If  we  get  cut  off  again,  do  you  want  to  just  call  me  tomorrow  night  at  7:00? 

iM:  That  would  be  fine  if  that  happens.  You  will  be  home  tomorrow  night? 

y.  Yeah,  I'll  make  sure  we're  home. 

iM:  O.  K.  Very  good.  The  last  question  I  was  asking  Irene,  is  if  you  can  describe  for  me  how  you  got 
out  of  your  car  once  it  went  over  into  the  crack  and....? 

y        I  opened  the  door  and  stood  up  on  the  side  like  just  the  side  right  there  by  the  seat  and  grabbed 
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onto  the  end  of  the  seat  or  grabbed  onto  the  top  of  the  seat  actually  and  then  just  reached 
around  for  something  to  hang  onto  and  found  the  wheel  well  and  just  grabbed  the  wheel  well  and 
jumped. 

GM:       Was  there  anyone  up  on  the  deck  who  assisted  you  getting  up  onto  the  deck? 
10:  No. 

GM:       You  did  that  all  by  yourself? 

10:        Yeah,  in  fact  we  read  this  thing  in  the  paper  about  this  hero  bus  driver,  how  he  pulled  everybody 
from  their  cars,  nobody  helped  us  out  of  our  car. 

GM:       How  did  Adam  get  out?  The  same  way? 

10:        Same  way,  yeah. 

GM:       O.  K.  Irene,  do  you  have  any  concept  of  time  from  the  beginning  of  the  earthquake  or  when  you 
first  suspicioned  that  we  were  having  an  earthquake? 

10:        Uh,  uh. 

GM:       ...until  your  car  dropped  off  of  that  crack  and  nosed  over,  did  you  ...? 
10:        Maybe  ten  seconds. 

GM:       Do  you  have  any  idea  of  how  fast  you  were  going  when  the  front  wheels  of  your  car  dropped  over 
into  that  crack? 

10:  I  would  guess  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  an  hour. 

GM:  Do  you  ever  recall  the  sensation  of  your  vehicle  skidding? 

10:  No. 

GM:  Where  were  you  headed?  What  was  your  destination  that  day? 

10:  We  were  going  to  Walnut  Creek.  We  were  coming  back  from  San  Francisco. 

GM:  O.  K.  Once  you  got  up  on  the  deck.... 

10:  Dm,  um. 

GM:  After  you  got  out  of  your  car,  you  got  upon  the  deck,  what  did  you  do  then?  i 

i 

10:        Hugged  my  fiance  for  a  long  time.  (  *  ■  ^ 

GM:       For  a  long  time,  I  don't  blame  you.  t 
10:  Yeah. 

GM:       Then,  how  did  you  get  off  of  the  bridge? 

10:        That  was  really  confusing.  We,  uh,  you  know  I  forgot  to  tell  you  when  we  first  got  off  the  most 
amazing  thing  was  it  looked  like  a  parking  lot.  There  was  nobody  there.  That  was  ....that  really 
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struck  me  .  .there  was  the  bus  driver  and  a  couple  of  guys  and  just  like  it  was  empty.  So  we  just 
stood  there  kind  of  like  by  ourselves  and  then  all  these  young  men  came  down  to  like  look  at  the 
hole  and  stuff  and  then  this  guy  from  the  FBI  came  and  he  showed  his  badge  and  he  said,  he 
goes, "  I'm  from  the  FBI.  there  could  be  an  aftershock,  you  should  all  get  off  the  bridge."  So  then 
a  lot  of  people  started  going  towards  Treasure  Island.  We  started  going  towards  Treasure  Island 
but  the  problem  was  that  there  was  still  a  lot  of  young  men  hanging  around.  We  had  just  been  to 
the  Indian  Embassy  getting  visas  for  a  trip,  so  we  had  like  a  couple  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
travelers  checks  and  our  visas  and  our  passports  and  our  wallets  and  everything  in  the  car,  and 
Adam  was  really  worried  about  that  so  we  started  to  leave  and  then  we  thought  well,  we  should  go 
back  and  check  it  so  we  went  back  and  then,  uh,  it  was  obvious  that  we  couldn't  get  into  the  car 
so  we  kept  wandering  back  and  forth  trying  to  decide  what  to  do  and,  uh,  we  asked  a  bunch  of 
Highway  Patrol  officers  and  it  was  sort  of  a  mess.  We  had  gone  for  awhile  and  we  came  back  and 
there  was  one  Highway  Patrol  that  was  keeping  everybody  away  and  we  said,  look,  that's  our  car, 
what  do  we  do?  He  said,  "Don't  worry."  He  was  the  best.  "Don't  wonv,  go  off  the  bridge,  call 
tomorrow."  And  then,  we  went,  we  thought,  well,  we  saw  somebody  else,  another  Highway 
Patrol  guy.  and  he  ordered  us  to  go  back  to  our  car.  And  we  were  telling  him,  "we  cant,  our  car  Is 
in  the  hole."  He  said,  "If  you  don't  go  back  to  your  car,  you  may  not  find  it  for  a  month.  You  have 
to  go  stand  by  your  car  so  they  know  what  to  do  with  It."  So  then  we  started  to  go  back  and  we 
thought,  no,  we  shouldn't  so  we  asked  another  one  and  so  three  of  them  we  asked  after  the  first 
one  Said  the  same  thing,  "You  have  to  go  stand  by  your  car,"  even  though  we  told  them  where 
our  car  was.  So  finally,  like  the  last  Highway  Patrol,  I  started  crying.  I  was  telling  him,  "You  donl 
understand,  we're  scared  to  be  by  our  car."  He  goes,  "I  just  don't  know  what  to  tell  you."  So  then 
we  just  flagged  down  a  bus  and  the  bus  happened  to  be  going  to  Hayward,  which  we  were  really 
lucky.  So  we  just  stayed  on  the  bus  and  the  bus  driver  made  It  to  Hayward  BART. 

JM:  Now.  when  you  first  got  out  of  your  car  and  you  were  upon  the  deck  and  you  then  left  the  car,  

):  Uh.  uh.... 

iM:   did  you  walk  back  to  the  Island? 

):  No.  we  never  made  it  all  the  way  back  to  the  Island.  We  probably  didnt  make  it  more  than  a 

I  quarter  of  a  mile. 

M:       Rom  your  car? 

):  Yeah. 

M:       Then  you  went  back  to  the  car? 

The  first  time  we  didnl  even  quite  go  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  we  may  have  went  a  couple  hundred 
yards  and  then  turned  around  and  came  back.  Right. 

And  what  was  the  time  frame  then,  uh,  from  that       Well,  let  me  back  up  here  just  a  second, 

Uh.  uh.  .. 

.  .  .you  went  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  then  you  went  back  to  the  collapse  where  your  car  was? 
I :  Yeah. 

( 1:       Do  you  recall  how  long  after  that  was  that  you  first  saw  a  Highway  Patrolman? 


I 


Yeah,  it  was  a  long  time..  Let's  see,  then  we  left  again  and  then  we  came  back  and  that  car  had 
driven  off  the  top? 
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GM: 

Yes. 

10: 

That  was  awhile  afterwctrds  and  then  we  left  again  and  we  found  the  FBI....  Oh,  you  know  what? 
We  started  to  go  back  towards  Treasure  Island  the  second  time  and  this  woman  came  towards  us 
and  said,  "Leave,  everybody  has  to  go  back  to  their  Ceir.  The  Highway  Patrol  said  everybody  go 
back  to  their  car."  It  was,  1  would  guess  a  half  an  hour. 

ft 

91: 

GM: 

So  the  lady  told  you  that  the  Highway  Patrol  said  to  go  back  to  your  car  before  you  saw  a  Highway 
Patrolman? 

■ft 

10: 

Yeah.  Way  before.  She,  it  was  like,  remember  1  said  that  it  was  like  a  parking  lot.  There  was 
nobody  there  then  all  these  young  men  came  up  and  then  the  FBI  guy  and  then  there  was  still 
just  like  a  bunch  of  young  men  and  so  then  when  we  said  0.  K.  let's  just  go  to  the  Island  and  we 
started  to  go  to  the  Island.  We  said,  0.  K.  we'll  leave  our  stuff  and  go  and  then  this  lady  came  and 
1  could  see  people  from  behind  her.  She  said,  "Go  back,  go  back,  if  your  car  is  there,  go  back,  the 
Highway  Patrol  said  go  back  to  your  car." 

f 

In. 
ft 

i 

t 

GM: 

0.  K.  Now,  before  you  saw  the  lady.... 

10: 

Uh,  uh... 

it 

GM: 

....you  had  already  seen  the  car  upon  the  upper  portion...? 

IS: 

10: 

No. 

i 

GM: 

You  talked  to  the  lady  before  that? 

1 

i 

10: 

We  saw  the  lady  before  that  and  then  we  went  back  and  then  that  car  was  there. 

1 

1 

GM: 

Did  you  by  chance  see  that  car  attempt  to  go  across  that  open  span? 

1 

ft 

10: 

No,  cause  we  went,  wow,  where  did  that  come  from?  Uh,  oh,  we  hadnt  seen  it. 

• 

[ 

GM: 

O.K. 

ft 

10: 

We  were  gone  at  that  point. 

»: 

GM: 

0.  K.  Now,  do  you  have  any  idea  in  time  from  the  time  that  you  first  went  into  the  crack  or  the 
collapse  in  the  bridge  until  you  first  saw  a  Highway  Patrolman? 

1 

10: 

Uh,  I'm  guessing  about ....  oh,  gosh.. ..time  is  so  tough.. .1  guess  about  a  half  an  hour. 

* 

GM: 

Now,  this  Highway  Patrolman  you  saw,  where  did  you  see  him? 

,) 

10: 

He  was  on  a  motorcycle  and  we  were  starting,  we  were  just  sort  of  wandering.  I'm  not  sure  what 
exactly  we  were  doing  and  he  was  headed  towards  the  hole.  1  think  we  had  decided  to  leave 

again  and  then  We  did  this  a  few  times  because  we  just  didn't  know  what  to  do  so  we  kept 

wandering  back  and  forth.  And  he  was  headed  towards  the  hole,  uh,  and  then  when  we 
wandered  back,  he  was  the  one  who  had  a  big  group  of  people  in  front  of  him  and  he  was 
keeping  everybody  away  from  the  hole. 

1 

I 

J  1 

GM 

And  he    what  was  It  that  hp  told  voii  to  cici"? 

'  e 

10: 

He  said,  "Don't  worry  about  your  car,  just  go  off  the  bridge.  Get  home  and  call  the  Highway  Patrol 
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tomorrow  and  they'll  know  where  your  car  is."  He  was  great.  We  should  have  just  listened  to  him. 
GM:       0.  K  and  then  at  a  later  time,  you  encountered  two  other  Highway  Patrolmen? 
10:        Three  other. 
GM:       Three  other  Highway  Patrolmen? 
10:  Yes. 

GM:       In  what  location  did  you  encounter  those? 

10:        In  that  same  vicinity  I  doni  think  we  ever,  like  I  said,  walked  further  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and 

these  were  all  at  different  times  and  at  that  point  they  were  starting... I  guess  they  were  starting  to 
I  move  

3M:       Are  you  still  there  Irene?  Are  you  still  there?  Time  right  now  is  7:28  p.m.,  Monday  the  22nd  of 

(January  1990.  I'm  Officer  George  Morrill,  California  Highway  Patrol,  ID  #7097.  IVe  been  on  the 
phone  with 

3M:       Go  ahead  and  try  and  continue  with  Irene  and  then  I  can  talk  to  you  tomorrow  night. 

\S:   O.  K.  hold  on. 

3M:       O.  K.,  very  good. 
0:  Hi. 

3M:       We'll  try  it  again. 
0:        Yeah,  O.  K. 

iM:       O.  K.,  I  talked  to  Adam  and  told  him  that  I  would  call  him  tomorrow  night  around  7  o'clock  so  

3:        O.  K. 

iM:       We'll  see  if  we  can't  finish  with  you. 
y.       O.  K. 

iM:       Right.  We  were  talking  atK)ut  where  you  encountered  the  other  Highway  Patrol  officers  after  you 
encountered  the  first  one  

):  Uh,  uh. 

iM:   and  you  said  that  it  was  further  west  back  towards  San  Francisco...? 

):  Right. 

iM:  And  there  were  three  of  them  there. 

):  But  not  all  together. 

M:  Not  all  together? 
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10: 

Yeah. 

,! 

GM: 

Do  you  know  if  they  were  motorcycle  officers? 

ii 
■;*! 

10: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

All  three  of  the  others? 

10: 

Well,  one  for  sure  was  on  his  motorcycle.  I'm  assuming  they  were  because  there  were  no  cars. 

GM: 

0.  K. 

10: 

But  one  for  sure  was  cause  he  was  on  his  motorcycle. 

GM: 

0.  K.  and  that  was  not  the  original  one  you  were  talking  about? 

10: 

No,  he  was  still  down  at  the  other  end.  I'm  assuming,  we  left,  but  I'm  assuming  he  was  still  down 
there. 

GM: 

All  right.  Where  on  the  bridge,  what  location  on  the  bridge  was  it  that  you  were  able  to  get  on  the 
bus  and  go  to  Hayward? 

10: 

Within  the  same  area;  it  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  cause  it  was  late  by  now,  it  was  getting 
dark. 

GM: 

0.  K. 

10: 

It  was  getting  dark  and  they  were  turning  cars  around  and  they  got  to  that  point.  Actually,  1  guess 
we  walked  a  little  bit  further  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  then  when  we  encountered  the  last  officer.  1 
just  went  no  way,  so  we  walked  about  another  hundred  yards  and  then  this  bus  came  so  we  just 
flagged  it  down. 

GM: 

When  you  got  on  the  bus  and  went  back  to  San  Francisco,  did  the  bus  ever  have  to  get  up  on  the 
upper  deck? 

10: 

No. 

GM: 

It  went  to  San  Francisco  the  entire  way  on  the  lower  deck? 

10: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

0.  K.  You  dont  vividly  recall  seeing  the  span  collapse? 

10: 

No. 

GM: 

And  you  don't.... 

10: 

No,  1  seem  to  recall  that  like  when  1  close  my  eyes  1  think  of  it  or  when  1  think  of  it  1  can  see  it 
moving.  1  can  see  it  falling  but  it  seems  like  1  was  right  there  as  it  was  falling. 

GM: 

When... .at  the  time  that  your  car  nosed  over  into  that  collapse,  do  you  have  any  memory  of  the 
vehicles  on  the  left  of  you  or  on  the  right  of  you? 

j 

10: 

Yeah,  oh,  right  when  it  happened? 

Si 
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GM:  Yes. 

10:  No. 

GM:  I'm  sure  after  you  climbed  out  of  the  car  and  got  upon  the  bridge  Itself  back  upon  the  traffic  lanes, 

||  you  were  aware  that  the  bus  was  to  your  left? 

10:  Yeah. 

GM:       But  you  don't  recall  that  at  the  time  that  you  were  going  over  into  the  separation? 

10:        No,  although  I  saw  the  bus  before.  I  saw  a  bus  before  but  not  as  I  was  going  into  the  hole,  I  didnt 
notice  anything. 

GM:       O.  K.  Irene,  I  think  that  probably  answered  the  specific  questions  that  I  had. 
10:        O.  K. 

GM:       We're  trying  to.  uh,  find  out  what  lanes  people  were  in,  what  speeds,  what  directions  were  and 
things  that  they  can  recall. 

10:  Uh,  uh. 

3M:  Is  there  anything  that  you  want  to  tell  me  that  I  haven't  asked  you? 

0:  Uh.... 

3M:  Or  any  questions  that  you  have  of  me? 

0:  Is  this  like  so  that  next  time  people  can  be  better  prepared? 

SM:  Well,  hopefully,  I'm  sure  there  are  going  to  a  lot  of  groups  that  are  going  to  be  interested  in  our 
report.... 

0:  Right. 

3M:  ....and  whether  we  can  ever  be  prepared  for  something  like  this,  I  don't  know. 

0:  Right,  it's  really  tough,  uh? 

]M;  Yes,  and  it  was  ...the  World  Series  was  going  on  that  particular  day.... 

y.  Right... 

iM:  And  the  San  Francisco  Office  of  the  Califomia  Highway  Patrol  had  most  of  their  officers  that  were 
on  duty  that  day  committed  to  the  traffic  problems  that  were  generated  by  the  bail  game. 

y.  Wow. 

iM:       So  they  had  a  long  way  to  go  to  even  get  upon  to  the  bridge  so  that  was  one  of  the  problems  was 
delay  in  getting  our  people  up  there. 

y.        Oh,  yeah,  the  only  thing  that  I  think  was  that  except  for,  I  mean  in  terms  of  police  officers  sake, 

except  for  the  first  officer  it  seems  like  the  other  people  weren't  very  sympathetic.  Especially  this 
one  that  we  encountered  that,  I  mean,  even  when  I  started  crying,  he's  like  ...well,  well,  you  know. 
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I  mean.  It  wasnt  like  he  was  really  busy  and  it  wasn't  like  he  had  a  whole  bunch  of  people  he  was 
dealing  with.  He  was  just  sort  of  sitting  by  the  side.  That's  why  we  went  and  asked  him  because 
he  didnl  seem  to  be  real  busy,  and  I  mean  I  didn't  expect  a  shoulder  to  cry  on  but  we  really  had  no 
idea  what  to  do.  We  had  no  money,  we  had  nothing.  We  had  no  idea  what  to  do  and  we  didnl 
get  a  lot  of  sympathy  or  support.  In  fact,  he  was  sort  of  "snotty"  about  the  whole  thing,  which  I 
think  it  would  be  nice  if  maybe  he  could  have  been  better  trained  on  how  to  deal  with  people.  At 
least,  how  to  be  pleasant. 


GM:       O.  K. 

10:        You  know. 

GM:       O.  K.  We're  always  happy  to  hear  those  comments. 

10:        Yeah,  that's  the  only  thing.  Like  I  said,  the  first  officer  was  great;  he  just  was  really  nice.  He  said 
what  to  do.  But  this  one  was  almost  to  the  point  of  Ijeing  rude.  You  know,  and  I  realize  he  was 
probably  unda-  stress  too.  Everybody  was  under  stress.  But  I've  worked  with  the  public  a  lot, 
that's  not  how  you  deal  with  people  and  it  made  the  situation  really  tough  for  us.  You  know.  The 
FBI  person  who  was,  uh,  an  off-duty  FBI  person,  he  was  really  helpful  and  really  nice  but  he  was 
off-duty  so,  of  course,  we  were  asking  the  officer  there. 


GM:      Yes.  Did  you  see  any  medical  personnel  on  the  bridge? 

10:        Uh,  no,  uh,  there  was  guy  who  had  some  sort  of  first-aid  stuff  but  actually  he  was  a  mini-van  driver 
who  I  guess  was  also  a  certified  EMT  or  something  and  he  came  down  and  wanted  to  make  sure  I 
was  O.  K.  and  wanted  to  make  sure  the  lady  in  the  other  car  was  O.  K.  cause  I  remember  her 
saying  she  had  hurt  her  back  but  other  than  that  I  didnt  see  anybody  official  at  all. 

GM:       Did  you  see  how  those  people  got  out  of  the  other  car? 

10:        No.  I  didnt  see  exactly  how  but  I  remember  looking  and  seeing  her  stand  up.  So  I  saw  the 

second  after  she  got  out  somehow  and  somebody  had  their  hand  on  her  elbow  and  she  said, 
"my  back  hurts"  and  then  they  walked  away. 

GM:       Did  you  ever  see  her  or  the  other  passenger  in  the? 

10:        In  the  car? 

GM:  Yes. 

10:  No. 

GM:       O.  K.  Now  I  understand  from  your  father  that  you  suffered  financially  from  this. 
10:  Yeah. 

GM:       Have  you  made  a  claim  with  the  ? 

10:  Not  yet,  because  you  see,  my  husband  and  I  just  moved  here  and  we  just  started  school  full  time 
and  we  just  moved  in.  In  fact,  this  weekend  while  I  was  in  Walnut  Creek,  we  were  getting  stuff,  so 
we  havent  had  time  but  we  were  planning  on  it. 

GM:       Do  you  have  the  phone  number  and  the  infomiation....? 

10:        Well,  the  State  of  Califomia  sent  us  a  form.... 
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GM:  O.  K. 

10:  But,  no,  we  dont  have  a  phone  number. 

GM:  0.  K.,  let  me  give  you  one.  Do  you  have  something  to  write  with? 

10:  Yeah,  I  do. 

,  GM:  O.  K  ,  it  would  be  the  State  of  Calif omia,  Board  of  Control,  and  I'm  sure  they're  the  ones  who  sent 

H  you  the  form,  and  the  phone  number  (it's  in  Sacramento)  and  it's  Area  Code  916-322-1512. 

10:        0.  K. 

GM:       And  theyVe  the  people  that  you  would  file  your  claim  with.  Now  I  don't  think  that,  uh,  that  there 
was  a  deadline  but  I'm  not  sure. 

k 

10:        I  think  that  it  was  April  1 8th. 
GM:  Aprilieth? 

10:        I  rememt)er  something  like  that;  it  was  a  long  time.  But  we  were  planning  on  doing  it  this  week 
because  we  really  need  another  car. 

GM:  Sure. 

10:        You  know,  yeah. 

GM:       O.  K.,  wfien  I  examined  your  car,  I  saw  it  at  the  wrecking  yard  down  in  Mi^itas... 
10:        Uh.  uh... 

GM:       .  ..and  the  radio  was  missing  and  so  were,  it  appeared,  the  speakers  were  mounted  in  the  rear 
deck,  and  they  were  gone. 

10:        Oh.  really? 

GM:       Yes,  I  don't  know  at  what  point  they  were  taken.  I  looked  at  the  paperwork  generated  by  our 
office  in  San  Francisco  when  they  removed  your  car  from  the  txidge  and  it  indicated  that  they 
were  in  there  at  that  time. 

10:        Right,  we  went,  uh.  two  days  later  to  where  they  had  it  towed  in  San  Francisco  and  got  our 
passports  and  stuff  out  of  the  car  and  the  radio  and  the  speakers  were  still  in  it. 

GM:       O.  K.,  so  they  were  taken  at  some  other  time  txjt  when  I  saw  it,  it  was  already  to  be  dismantled  or 
whatever  the  insurance  company  was  going  to  do  with  it. 

10:  Right. 

GM:       So  they  may  have  taken  it  out.  I  dont  know. 

10:        Oh,  they  might  of.  Oh,  I  dont  know.  Yeah,  you  know  what  I  noticed  that  I  thought  was  interesting 

but  I  guess  mayt>e  it  was  the  way  they  towed  it  out,  is  when  you  look  at  the  picture       Are  you 

there? 
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GM:  Yes. 

10:        ...when  you  look  at  the  picture, ... 
GM:  Yes. 

10:        ...It  doesn't  look  so  bad. 
GM:  No. 

10:  But  then  when  we  saw  rt,  It  looked  much  more  munched  than  when  we  saw  the  pictures  of  it. 
GM:  I'm  sure  that  the  majority  of  damage  on  your  automobile  was  created  when  they  towed  it  out. 
10:  Oh. 

GM:       I  think  that  had  they  been  able  to  just  reach  down  somehow  and  magically  picked  it  up  and  put  it 
back  upon  the  roadway  that  you  would  have  been  able  to  drive  it  away  with  just  minor  scratches  in 
your  front  bumper  and  a  broken  little  bumper  mount  on  the  left-hand  side. 

10:        Oh,  really? 

GM:       But  the  damage  that  was  created  was  when  they  were  trying  to  tow  It  out  of  there. 
10:        Right,  cause  it  was  sort  of  In  a  bad  spot. 
GM:  Yes. 

10:        Yeah,  that's  interesting.  Oh  well,... 
GM:       That  was  my  opinion. 

10:        You  know  something  else  that  was  interesting  that  happened  Is  that  when  we  went  to  pick  up  the 

car,  uh,  we  were  there  and  the  guy  that  came  out  that  we  called  the  Highway  Patrol,  and  they  \ 
were  pretty  official,  said  bring  ID  to  pick  up  your  car  to  get  the  passports  and  stuff  because  It  was 
all  pretty  valuable;  well,  when  we  were  on  the  bridge,  we  mentioned  to  a  few  people  that  we  were 
concerned  about  our  passports  and  our  stuff  so  we  were  there  and  we  were  doing  the  paperwork 
and  this  couple  comes  up.  They  seem  to  be  of  Hispanic  origins  and  the  lady  comes  up  to  the 
man  at  the  wrecking  place  and  said  I'm  here  for  the  little  red  car  that  was  on  the  bridge.  The  man 
said,  "What  little  red  car?"  And  she  you  know  the  little  red  car  that  was  on  the  bridge,  I  came  to  get 
the  documents  out  of  it.  Said  the  woman  died  and  her  husband  is  here  and  we  need  to  get  the 
documents  out  of  the  car,  and  the  guy  said  well,  you  know,  what  little  red  car?  My  little  brother 
was  there;  my  little  brother  is  quite  assertive  and  he  said,  'You're  here  for  the  little  red  car,  that 
little  red  car  happens  to  belong  to  these  people."  Well  she  just  continue  with  her  story 
undaunted  but  then  they  did  just  sort  of  like,  you  know,  kind  of  quieted  down  after  a  couple  of 
minutes  and  went  away  but  we  were  under  the  Impression  they  were  after  our  stuff. 

GM:       Do  you  know  who  those  people  were? 

10:  No. 

GM:       They  were  the  family  of  the  car  that  was  up  on  the  top. 


10: 


Oh,  they  were? 
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GM:  Yes. 

10:  Oh,  that's  interesting.  Oh,  O.  K.  Oh,  that's  sad,  did  the  woman  really  die? 

GM:  Yes.  she  did. 

10:  Oh  O.  K.  we  thought  maybe  they  were  cause  they  said  the  little  red  car;  it  was  red  also  then? 

GM:       It  was  a  maroonish,  brownish-red,  color  and  very  oxidized  so  some  people  were  describing  it  to 
me  as  red  and  others  were  maroon  and  some  said  it  was  brown. 

10:        Well,  It  looked  orange  to  me. 

GM:       Uh.  uh. 

10:        Oh,  that's  sad.  Well,  then  that's  good;  I'm  glad  they  were  honest.  We  were  getting  sort  of  cynical 
about  human  nature  at  that  point. 

GM:       Well,  I  doni  doubt  that. 

10:        Are  you  there? 

GM:       Yes,  I'm  still  here. 

10:        O.  K. 

GM:       Well,  I  almost  lost  you  again.  I'll  call  Adam  tomorrow  night  at  7:00.  Hopefully,  we  have  a  better 
phone.  Are  you  still  there? 

10:  Yeah 

GM:       I'll  call  Adam  tomorrow  night  at  7:00? 
10:         O.  K. 

GM:       O.  K,  Irene,  thank  you  very  much. 
10:        You're  welcome. 
GM:       Good  night  now. 
10:        Bye,  bye. 

GM:       Bye,  bye.  That  was  a  phone  conversation  with  Today's  date 

is  Monday  the  22nd  of  January  1990.  The  time  right  now  is  1942  hours.  I'm  George  Morrill,  ID 
7097. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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P-5A,      .........  *,  was  interviewed  on  10-26-89  at  Letterman  Army  Medical  Center  by 

Investigator  Robert  Powers.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
statement  taken  at  that  time. 

Mr.  «...  .related  he  was  travelling  with  his  sister.  ..***.***  *  i,  easttx)und  on  the 
SFOBB  and  had  just  passed  the  Verba  Buena  Island,  when  the  earthquake  hit.  All  traffic 
stopped.  They  were  told  by  a  CalTrans  Tow  Operator  to  move  their  vehicle  off  the  bridge  to 
Verba  Buena  Island.  His  sister  turned  the  vehicle  around  and  went  to  the  island.  There  they 
were  directed  by  a  male  in  a  blue  uniform  and  another  citizen  to  exit  the  bridge  by  using  the  on- 
ramp  at  the  island  and  go  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge. 

When  they  got  to  the  upper  deck  they  saw  people  going  both  westbound  and  eastbound. 
Confused  at  this  point  his  sister  turned  east  towards  Oakland.  They  were  travelling 
approximately  45  mph  in  the  right  lane.  They  saw  numerous  people  running  outside  their 
vehicles  in  both  directions.  Mr.  •  .  .  ♦  .  stated  suddenly  they  saw  the  opening  in  the  bridge, 
but  before  his  sister  could  react  they  went  off  the  end. 

Mr. ....  .  stated  he  was  weeiring  a  seat  belt,  however  his  sister  was  not. 

Attorneys  representing  P-5A.  Mr.  •  .  .        and  the  family  of  D-5,  Mrs.  ......  .  would 

not  allow  additional  interviews  with  their  client  or  other  family  members.  Consequently,  additional 
information  concerning  the  events  of  October  17.  1989.  could  not  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
•  or  from  other  members  of  his  family. 
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An  ANONYMOUS  witness  (W-1)  called  the  California  Highway  Patrol  in  response  to  an  article  published 
by  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  on  December  1 1 , 1989,  relating  to  the  evacuation  of  the  SFOBB.  He  was 
interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  December  1 1 ,  1989.  The  interview  was  started 
at  1322  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  summary  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill,  CHP 
A;  Anonymous  Witness 

GM:      OK,  sir.  Let  me  introduce  the  tape  first  and  then  we  can  get  started.  I'm  Officer  George  Morrill, 
number  7097,  California  Highway  Patrol,  and  today's  date  is  Monday  the  11th  of  December, 
1989.  The  time  right  now  is  1 :22  P.M. 

If  I  could,  I'd  like  to  have  your  first,  or  your  full  name  please? 

A:        Well,  I'm  not  going  to  give  my  name  at  this  point  because  I  dont  want  to  get  involved  in  any 
lawsuits  or  anything  like  that  and  have  my  life  ruined.  And  that's  how  it  is! 

GM:  OK. 

A:        I  will  give  you  all  the  information  that  I  can  give  you  at  this  point.  You  know,  you  never  know  when 
people  are  going  to  come  back  and  say    Someone  died  and  they'd  say  I  killed  them  or 

something.  I  dont  think  that's  true,  but       Basically  what  happened,  we  were  on  the  bridge. 

You  know  where  you  enter  underneath,  like  when  you're  going  from  San  Francisco,  just  like 
where  you  enter  underneath  the  bridge  where  It  becomes  on  the  top  now  Is  above  your  head  of 
the  bridge?  Because  we  were  out  in  the  open  when  the  earthquake  hit  is  what  I'm  saying.  And 
we  were  probably  about  1 5  feet  before  you  went  under  the  bridge,  or  1 00  feet.  The  earthquake 
hit  and  everyone  kind  of  stopped.  We  started  up  again  and  we  drove  all  the  way  across  past 
Treasure  Island,  probably  about  a  couple  hundred  feet  out  of  the  tunnel,  before  traffic  actually 
stopped.  Then  people  were  coming  back  and  the  first  motorcycle  was  coming  back  saying  the 
bridge  had  collapsed.  Me  and  my  friend  got  out  of  our  car  and  walked  to  the  side  of  the  bridge  like 
most  people  were  doing  and  were  kind  of  looking  around.  And  everyone  really  doubted  at  that 
point  that  anything  had  happened  and  quite  a  large  amount  of  time  passed.  Ten  - 15  minutes 
maybe.  At  that  time,  I  decided  to  walk  up  and  get  off  the  bridge.  A  lot  of  people  were  getting  off 
the  bridge  and  walking  onto  Verba  Buena  Island.  And  I  decided  to  walk  down  and  up  that  ramp 
that  goes  to  the  upper  deck. 

GM:      Was  this  from  the  south  side  of  the  bridge? 

A:        I  would  be  on  the  -  Well,  I  don't  know  what  you're  calling  south.  I  would  call  it  -  Oh,  I'm  son7;  yes,  it 
was  on  the  south  side  east  of  the  tunnel.  I  see  what  you're  saying. 

GM:  Yes. 

A:        And  there's  that  ramp  there.  And  I  dont  know  Yerba  Buena  Island.  I've  never  been  off  it;  I  don't 
even  know  what  it  looks  like  or  how  many  ramps  or  whatever.  But  I  walked  up  the  ramp  with  my 
friend  arxJ  at  that  time,  no  one  had  walked  up  the  ramp  tfiat  I  knew  of.  I  felt  like  I  was  the  first  one 
that  walked  onto  the  upper  deck.  And  walked  up  on  the  deck  and  saw  a  number  of  people 
walking  back  from  the  top  of  the  deck.  And  there  were  a  few  cars  coming  out  -- 1  guess  there  was  a 
ramp  on  the  other  side,  on  the  north  side,  that  cars  can  come  up  fi-om  underneath  or  fi-om  the 
island  or  whatever  -  I  really  don't  know  where  that  ramp  comes  from.  But  there  were  a  very  small 
amount  of  cars  intemriittently  driving  up  that  ramp  and  going  back  to  San  Francisco.  And  there 
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were  three  gentlemen  walking  there  and  I  said,  "Is  the  bridge  really  down?"  And  one  guy  said. 
'Yes,  it  is  - 1  saw  it.  It  collapsed  right  in  front  of  us."  And  they  were  hitching  rides  back.  So  at  that 

time,  there  was  complete       No  one  knew  anything  that  was  really  happening  on  the  bridge. 

There  was  one  patrol  car  right  by  us,  but  he,  the  police  officer,  had  left  and  walked  up,  I  assume,  all 
the  way  down  to  where  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  But  there  was  no  Caltrans  -  There  was  nobody 
anywhere  doing  anything.  And  people  were  starting  to  drive  off,  get  off  at  Verba  Buena  Island 
and  appeared  to  turn  around  and  try  to  get  back  to  San  Francisco.  They  obviously  weren't  going 
in  that  direction  any  more.  So  myself,  I  started  to  have  people  drive  up  the  ramp  and  my  friend 
drive  up  the  off  ramp  and  go  back  to  San  Rancisco.  And  what  we  did  was  we  walked  down  -  And 
there  was  also  a  Filipino  security  officer  from  Verba  Buena  Island  that  was  helping  us  too.  And 
the  three  of  us  were  directing  traffic  and  telling  people  to  go  back  up,  that  the  bridge  had  been 
closed,  it  was  down  and  you  could  not  drive  to  Oakland  anymore;  you  had  to  go  back  to  San 
Francisco.  And  we  were  turning  people  around  and  having  them  drive  up  the  ramp.  And  people 
from  the  other  exits  were  driving  around  and  going  up  the  ramp.  Because  they  were  going  the 
wrong  way.  So  basically,  the  three  of  us  just  were  getting  people  -  They'd  drive  off  the  bridge. 
We'd  tell  them  what  the  situation  was  and  get  them  to  turn  around  and  we  were  just  kind  of 
coordinating  all  the  different  people.  Vou  know,  you  go  first,  you  go  next,  you  can  go  up  and  go 
back  to  San  Francisco.  There  was  no  one  ever  up  on  the  upper  deck  at  that  time  saying  "Go  left. 
Don't  go  right."  Vou  know  what  I  mean? 

GM:  Ves. 

A:        We  had  never  really  thought  that  anyone  would  be  stupid  enough  to  drive  back  across  the  bridge. 
It  had  never  really  come  into  our  minds  to  do  that.  And  obviously,  people  were  doing  that.  But 
the  traffic  also  was  -  Where  we  were,  like  I  say,  it  was  extremely  heavy.  We're  talking  about 
bumper-bumper  gridlock,  tum-around  traffic.  So  I  would  look  at  it  being  that  if  you  were  in  front  of 
a  row  of  cars  gridlocked  and  every  single  car  turned  left,  why  would  you  turn  right  on  an  empty 
bridge?  Veah,  and  that  was  what  was  always  confusing  to  me  also.  And  it  was  just  like  the  traffic 
was  so  thick.  It  wasnt  like  intermittent  cars  were  going  up  this  ramp.  It  was  as  stuffed  as  tight  as 
you  can  get  everyone  coming  off  the  bridge.  Well,  we  were  underneath.  My  friend  was 
underneath  directing  traffic  for  a  while  and  then  I  walked  out  and  into  the  tunnel  area  and  started 
to  try  -  because  there  was  many  cars  left.  And  we  were  trying  to  get  people  back  into  the  swing 
and  get  them  off  the  bridge.  And  I  had  walked  down  maybe  about  100  feet  of  the  tunnel  and  the 
tunnel  was  empty.  I  was  very  surprised.  I  thought  the  traffic  would  be  backed  up  all  the  way  to  San 
Francisco.  Then  after  about  1 00  feet  down  and  we  moved  the  buses  out,  there  was  really  no  one 
left  on  the  bridge.  And  I  had  assumed  that  they  were  either  t>eing  turned  back  on  the  other  side 
of  Verba  Buena  and  the  people  on  the  bridge  had  made  U-turns  and  driven  out  through  the 
tunnel,  but  I  had  only  walked  a  very  short  distance  into  the  tunnel  and  it  was  basically  empty  of 
cars.  And  I  could  see  all  the  way  out  through  it.  And  I  dont  know  where  those  cars  went  to.  Then 
we  came  back  in  our  car;  walked  back  to  our  car  and  turned  around  and  went  home.  But  in  that 
time  period,  there  was  never  any  cops  or  anybody,  Caltrans  workers,  in  that  whole  time  on  our 
side  of  the  exit  at  all.  And  there  didn't  appear  to  be  anyone  -  because  there's  an  exit  out  of  the 
bottom  on  the  other  side  -  And  I  never  really  saw  anyone  over  there  really  directing  traffic.  There 
was  a  car  that  someone  had  left  right  in  the  middle  of  that  exit  and  it  was  blocking  it  so  buses 
couldnt  get  through.  Cars  had  to  go  through  at  a  real  weird  angle,  so  it  wasnt  being  used  that 
much.  Everyone  was  coming  off  to  our  side.  And  then  we  just  got  back  in  our  car  and  drove 
home. 

GM:      How  long  after  the  earthquake  had  occun'ed  was  it  that  you  walked  up  to  the  upper  deck 
originally? 

A:        Well,  it's  always  hard  to  estimate  time,  but  I  would  say  1 5  minutes  minimum  to  20  minutes.  It 

seemed  like  ~  We  were  standing  and  looking  under  the  bridge  for  quite  a  while  and  just  talking 
before  I  decided  to  walk  up.  And  it  would  be  long  enough  for  that  one  man  ~  I  dont  know  where 
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those  men  came  from,  but  they  had  appeared;  they  had  walked  all  the  way  from  where  the  bridge 
was  down  all  the  way  to  the  tunnel;  which  is  about  a  mile  and  something. 

GM:      And  that  was  up  on  the  upper  deck  that  you  saw  these  pedestrians? 

A:        Yeah.  I  saw  three  men  walking.  They  were  all  separate;  they  weren't  together.  And  one  of  them 
said  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  right  in  front  of  him,  and  that's  when  I  realized  that  It  was  real. 
Because  no  one  had  known  to  that  point  -  It  was  just  all  hearsay.  And  then  I  said  well,  It's  obviously 
time,  you  know,  to  get  off  the  bridge.  And  no  one  was  really  directing  traffic  at  that  time.  It  was  just 
kind  of  chaos,  so  you  know,  I  said  let's  start  getting  these  people  off.  And  me  and  my  buddy 
started  doing  it.  The  one  Army  - 1  bet  it's  that  guard  Chrispiano  Gamad.  I  think  he  was  a  Filipino 
security  guard,  an  older  gentleman.  He  was  helping  us  -  just  the  three  of  us  doing  it. 

GM:      Earlier  you  said  that  you  were  telling  people  to  get  off  the  bridge  and  go  up  to,  back  to  San 
Francisco. 

A:        Go  back  to  San  Francisco,  that" s  rigfit. 

GM:      Were  you  giving  these  people  that  individual  instruction  each  and  every  car? 

A:        Yeah.  We  were  trying  -  At  tfie  beginning,  people  were  coming  down  and  were  real  confused  as 
to  what  was  happening.  And  to  save  time,  I  was  just  basically  telling  them  that  the  bridge  has 
collapsed,  you  must  turn  around  and  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  And  I  did  notice  that  there  were  a 
lot  of  people  and  I  noticed  this  one  woman  that  I  dont  know  how  she  speaks  English  well,  but  I 
know  I  talked  to  many  people  that  didn't  understand  that  statement  at  all.  They  said  well,  we  got  to 
across  it.  I  said  the  bridge  is  closed,  it  has  collapsed,  it  cannot  be  crossed  -  You  must  turn  around 
and  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  And  I  had  to  repeat  that  three  times.  You  know,  It  just  never  sunk 
in.  The  bridge  is  closed  -  You  cant  go  -  You  must  go  back.  Let's  go;  you  just  turn  around  and  go 
back.  Because  they  would  want  to  sit  there.  Like  they'd  be  on  the  ramp  and  they  would  just  be 
sitting  there.  And  if  you  were  trying  to  tell  them  -  You've  got  to  keep  going.  Let's  get  the  traffic 
flowing  and  you  have  to  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  And  you  know,  I  did  have  a  lot  of  people  that 
found  that  to  be  real  hard  to  believe.  And  I  did  talk  to  a  lot  of  people  that  did  not  speak  English 
very  well. 

GM:      Did  you  ever  hear  anyone  say  "Go  to  the  right."? 

A:        Not  really.  We  were  basically  telling  people  to  turn  around  and  go  back  to  San  Francisco. 

GM:      If  I  were  a  foreigner  having  been  on  that  bridge  for  the  very  first  time  in  my  life,  say  coming  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  I  understood  your  statement  to  go  back  to  San  Francisco....  Do  you  think 
there  would  have  been  any  confusion  In  the  normal  person's  mind? 

A:        Yeah.  No.  I  know  from  myself  and  my  friend  is  that  the  concept  of  getting  on  the  top  and  driving 
back  towards  Oakland  never  entered  our  minds.  You  know,  we  were  so  clear  on  the  situation  that, 
you  know,  because  we  talked  about  that  later.  You  know,  how  can  --  Because  originally  he  called 
In  and  like  50  people  drove  off  the  bridge  and  I  said  what  are  you  talking  about,  you  know?  And  I 
couldn't  -  We  never  said  go  left  or  right  that  I  know  of.  See,  from  where  we  were,  where  we  were 
standing,  you'd  have  the  ramp  coming  in  at  the  bottom,  OK?  We  were  directing  people  to  turn 
right  in  a  U-turn,  go  up  the  off  ramp  and  then  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  But  we  never  were  telling 
people  -  I  mean,  I  know  I  never  told  anytxxjy  to  make  -  Because  we  were  standing  In  where  the  U- 
tum  was.  Like  my  friend  was  standing  right  at  that  point  and  helping  people  do  the  U-turn  and 

stopping  traffic  coming,  I  guess,  around  from       I  guess  there's  another  road  that  goes  in  there, 

and  they  were  coming  back  up  the  hill.  And  the  guy  from  the  Navy  station  was  there  and  we  were 
like  going  OK,  you  go,  you  go,  you  go  and  making  room  for  the  buses  and  getting  everyone 
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basically  up  that  off  ramp  and  back  to  San  Francisco. 
GM;      Can  you  describe  this  ramp  that  you  were  sending  the  people  up? 

A:        It's  the  down  --  It's  an  off  ramp  from  the  upper  deck  that  goes  down  to  Verba  Buena  Island.  It's  a 
very  short  street.  And  it  parallels  the  highway. 

GM:      Your  location  then  was  off.... 

A:        We  were  

GM:   adjacent  to  the  lower  deck. 

A:        Yeah.  We  were  at  the  bottom  of  that  off  ramp. 

GM:      The  lower  deck's  off  ramp. 

A:        The  upper  deck,  the  upper  deck  off  ramp.  As  you  get  to  the  bottom,  it  meets  the       Well,  I  dont 

know  the  street  that  well,  because  I  think  you  can  -  See,  I  don't  know  Yerba  Buena.  I  believe  that 
from  the  top  --  I  know  that  people  were  going  in  the  opposite  direction  of  the  street.  But  I  think 
also  it  was  because  there's  a  road  on  Yerba  Buena  Island  that  you  would  be  coming  down  that 
runs  perpendicular  on  the  bridge  and  I  believe  you'd  make  a  right  and  it  would  go  down,  or  you'd 
make  a  -  Or  you'd  get  onto  the  bridge  and  go  right  from  the  top,  from  above. 

GM:      Now  you  said  that  you  were  directing  people  to  make  a  hard  right  tum. 

A:        A  hard  right  turn.  But  we  were  underneath;  we  were  underneath  the  top  of  the  bridge  and  the 
hard  right  turn  would  mean  -  That  would  be  immediately  where  they  were,  where  the  car  was 
sitting,  they  had  to  immediately  make  a  U-turn. 

GM:      Where  were  these  cars  coming  from? 

A:        The  bottom  of  the  bridge. 

GM:      The  lower  deck? 

A:        The  lower  deck. 

GM:      So  that  was  a  normal  off  ramp  for  them? 

A:        For  them.  They  w^e  making  a  hard  U-turn  and  going  against  ~  Actually,  it  would  not  be  an  off 

ramp.  Now  that  I  think  atXDut  it,  it  was  not  an  off  ramp  from  the  bridge.  But  they  were  going  against 
traffic.  Let's  say  it's  a  one-way  street  going  in  the  opposite  direction  to  get  to  the  upper  deck. 

GM:      Well,  what  I'm  trying  to  get  from  you  is  ~  The  traffic  that  you  were  directing;  where  did  it  come  from? 

A:        The  lower  deck. 

GM:      Now  there's  an  off  ramp  from  lower  deck? 

A:        Yeah.  And  that  off  ramp  we  were  at,  that  off  ramp  comes  down.  Then  it  meets  like,  I  believe,  a  turn 
or  a  curved  road  from  Yerba  Buena  Island.  Then  I  believe  you  come  off  and  then  you  would  go 
right  to  Yerba  Buena,  then  to  your  immediate  -  parallel  to  you  is  another  road  going  down  from  the 
upper  deck. 
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GM:  Yes. 

A:        So  we  were  turning  people  and  going  up  that  road.  And  now  thinking  about  it,  I  can  see  how  on 
the  upper  ramp  there  must  be  a  perpendicular  road  above  us  that  cars  would  be  driving  onto 
Yerba  Buena  Island,  and  that  from  that  they  would  drive  and  get  either  onto  the  Bay  Bridge  or 
down  that  ramp  that  we  were  sending  them  up  that  would  get  them  to  the  lower  deck  -  They 
could  get  onto  the  lower  deck  from  that  ramp.  You  know  what  I  mean? 

GM:  Yes. 

A:        And  so  that's  what  the  road  was  that  we  were  directing  people.  So  like  sometimes,  like  I  probably 
before  have  referred  to  it  as  an  on  off  ramp  from  the  upper  deck,  but  it's  not.  It's  probably  an  on- 
ramp  to  the  upper  deck. 

GM:      Well,  there's  a       If  I'm  thinking  of  the  same  location  you  are,  it  is  an  off  ramp  from  the  upper  deck. 

A:        But  you'd  be  going  in  the  wrong  direction  though.  I  guess  you  come  --  See  your  diagram 
here  

GM:      You're  looking  at  the  diagram  in  the  newspaper? 
A:        Yeah,  but  that  may  not  be  accurate. 

GM:      Well,  It's  fairly  close  to  accurate.  You  can  see  that* s  it  --  From  the  upper  deck,  you  exit  from  the  left 
lane. 

A:        OK.  See.  like  you  have  that  -  In  the  diagram,  you  have  that  road  going  up?  But  I  remember  that 
the  road  that  we  turned,  the  inside  road  closest  to  the  highway  that  we  turned  the  cars  on  -  We 
were  just  basically  opening  up  another  flow  of  traffic.  And  that  ramp  -  No  one  was  going  up  that 
ramp  t)ecause  it  was  against  traffic.  You  know  what  I'm  saying?  It  was  totally  being  unused  when 
we  started  turning  the  cars  around,  t)ecause  they  were  going  the  wrong  way.  Can  you  hold  on  for 
just  a  second? 

GM:  Sure. 

A:        You  know,  traffic  could  not  flow  down.  They  were  going  against  the  normal  flow  of  traffic.  Until  we 
started  turning  cars,  no  one  was  using  that  ramp  at  all  because  you  had  to  be  driving  down  the 
ramp  to  use  it. 

GM:      That  would  be  the  normal  flow  -  down  the  ramp? 
A:        It  would  be  down  the  ramp. 
GM:       From  the  upper  deck? 

A:        Yeah,  from  the  upper  deck.  You  know,  It's  just  hard  -  Because  I  dont  remember  it  that  well.  All  I 
know  IS  that  we  just  ~  Hey,  everyone  was  just  like  trying  to  get  off  but  there  was  like  no  one  really 

coming  At  that  time,  it  was  getting  on  the  bridge  and  driving  back  yet.  And  it  looked  like 

everyone  was  kind  of  like  getting  on  Yerba  Buena  Island.  It  looked  like  -  and  I  don't  know  the 
island,  but  I  looked  at  it  and  ssud  well,  here's  a  way  that  you  can  turn  around  and  get  right  on  the 
top  of  the  bridge  and  drive  back  in  30  seconds.  Of  course,  being  In  this  gridlock  everyone  was 
going  onto  Yerba  Buena  Island.  There  was  just  like  one  little  quick  spot. 
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GM:      Did  you  ever  change  locations  for  traffic  direction,  or  were  you  always  at  that  one  

A:        Always  at  the  same  exact  spot,  yeah. 
GM:      How  about  your  friend? 

A:        He  stayed  in  that  spot  and  then  I  actually  left.  We  did  It  for  a  while  and  then  I  left  and  went  into  the 
tunnel  and  started  moving  people  out  of  the  tunnel,  trying  to  show  them,  you  know  -  to  get  off  the 
bridge. 

GM:      Did  you  ever  see  anyone  further  up  that  little  road  you're  talking  about  to  get  people  to  the  upper 
deck  from  where  you  were  

A:        No.  I  never  saw  --  When  I  walked  to  the  upper  deck  that  time  and  I  actually  said  -  Because  my 

friend  didnt  want  to  walk  up.  And  I  was  calling  to  the  people  downstairs.  I  said  hey,  you  can  turn 
around  and  go  here.  And  I  was  talking  to  the  guard  and  then  we  went  down  and  started  doing  it. 
But  I  never  saw  anyone  ever  on  the  upper  deck. 

GM:      How  about  on  the  little  road  that  led  up  to  the  upper  deck  where  you  were  making  people  turn? 

A:  No. 

GM:      No  one  directing  traffic  on  that  road? 

A:        No.  The  only  people  I  saw  the  whole  time  -  And  we  were  there  for  30  minutes  to  an  hour  --  The 

only  people  I  saw  was  my  friend;  he  was  down  at  the  bottom  of  that  street  making  people  do  the  U 
-turn.  There  was  another  cop,  the  Filipino  cop  from  the  Navy  station,  which  is  about  10-20  feet 
apart.  They  were  standing  about  1 0-20  feet  apart,  moving  the  cars. 

GM:      You  say  a  cop?  What  agency  are  we  talking  about? 

A:        Oh,  he  was  a  Navy  security  person. 

GM:      OK.  Was  there  another  police  officer  there? 

A:        Never  saw  a  policeman  that  I  remember. 

GM:      How  about  up  on  the  bridge  Itself  on  the  lower  deck? 

A:        Never  saw  ~  I  never  saw  anytxxly  on  the  bridge  -  Caltrans  or  anybody.  And  we  were  just  working 
on  that  one  side.  And  then  again,  I  left  after  - 1  don't  know  -  maybe  5-10  minutes  we  were  talking  to 
the  cars  moving  them  around  and  then  I  decided  to  go  back  into  the  tunnel.  We  didn't  need  two 
people,  and  I  walked  through  the  tunnel  to  try  to  get  that  kind  of  cleared  up.  And  then  I  said  once 
the  tunnel  was  clear,  once  I  got  into  the  tunnel  and  discovered  there  was  no  -  It  wasn't  packed  full 
of  cars,  then  I  said  well  it's  time  to  get  our  car.  Because  they  had  cleared  up  to  our  car  and  now  I 
would  be  blocking  if  I  didn't  get  in  and  drive  out.  And  everything  seemed  to  be  pretty  well  in 
control  by  then. 

GM:      When  you  went  back  up  to  get  in  your  car,  did  you  see  any  police  officers  then? 


A: 


I  dont  remember  seeing  any  police  officers  the  whole  time  except  for  the  one  cop  that  I  saw  walk 
by  way  back  in  the  Ijeginning.  But  as  far  as  directing  traffic,  I  never  saw  anytxxly  -  no  Caltrans, 
nobody  ever. 
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GM:      Where  did  you  see  the  cop  that  walked  by? 

A:        He  had  parked  --  When  we  had  stopped,  there  was  a  cop  car  about  three  or  four  rows  behind  us. 
He  had  kind  of  driven  up  --  People  had  moved  apart  and  he  had  driven  up  as  far  as  he  could.  And 
he  had  left  the  car  and  I  had  seen  him,  I'm  pretty  sure,  t>ecause  it  was  right  at  -- 1  did  see  a  cop  walk 
past  us  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  bridge.  And  I  assumed  that  was  his  police  car  because  the  car 
was  empty  with  the  door  open.  And  I  never  saw  another  cop  after  that. 

GM:      Do  you  know  what  police  agency  he  was  with? 

A:        I  believe  he  was  black  and  white.  I  donl  think  it  was  Highway  Patrol.  I  thought  It  was  a  black  and 
white. 

GM:  Do  you  know  if  it  had  lights  on  top? 
A:  I  cant  rememtjer.  I'm  not  real  sure. 
GM:       Do  you  remember  his  uniform? 

A:        I  thought  it  was  gray.  Well,  that  would  be  chip  gray,  right?  I  thought  it  was  a  gray  unifomri. 
GM:      And  he  abandoned  his  car  with  the  door  open? 

A:        I  assume  that.  Because  I  saw  the  car  with  the  door  open  empty  and  I  saw  him.  You  know,  I  saw  the 
cop  walk  by.  Then  I  got  out  of  my  car  and  walked  and  I  remember  seeing  the  police  car  with  the 
door  open  empty.  And  it  seemed  to  me  that  that  was  that  cop  because  I  never  saw  another  cop 
and  I  never  saw  another  police  car  and  they  had  passed  within  50  feet  of  each  other. 

GM:      How  about  Caltrans  tow  trucks?  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  those? 

A:        Never  saw  one  the  entire  time.  Never  saw  one  at  all. 

GM:      Not  even  when  you  walked  back  up  on  the  bridge  to  get  your  car? 

A:        No.  There  was  no  tow  cars  at  that  point  at  all.  There  were  still  cars  stuck  Intermittently,  you  know, 
like  every  other  row  there'd  be  another  car.  Because  I'd  say  25%  or  20%  of  the  cars  were  still 
abandoned  and  sitting  there.  People  were  backing  out,  you  know,  around  them  when  I  got  to  my 
car.  Because  now  my  car  is  starting  to  be  a  problem,  you  know?  I  caught  It  --  When  I  got  to  my  car, 
it  was  like  my  row  had  just  left. 

GM:      When  you  got  back  up  to  your  car.  how  did  you  get  off  of  the  bridge? 

A:  Went  right  off  the  ramp,  up  the  side  and  back  to  San  Francisco.  That's  the  way  we  were  directing 
people. 

GM:      The  same  direction  you  were  directing  people? 
A:  Yeah. 

GM:      Now  when  you  drove  It,  did  you  see  anyone  directing  traffic? 

A:  No  Yeah,  when  we  went  up  there  was  nobody  there.  Now  somebody  took  over  for  our  spot,  I'm 
pretty  sure.  There  was  another  person  kind  of  standing  around,  kind  of  helping.  But  there  really 
wasn't  more  to  do  tjecause  the  situation  needed  two  people  and  no  more.  And  there  was 
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another  person  now  kind  of  helping  and  I  probably  figured  that  person  took  over  for  us. 
GM:      Was  that  person  still  directing  traffic  when  you  drove  through? 

A:        I  cant  remember.  It  just  seemed  that  everyone  had  kind  of  gotten  the  gist  of  what  was  happening 
too  and  it  just  seemed  -  You  know,  there  were  no  more  people.  When  I  got  to  my  car,  you  know, 
everyone  had  left  already  and  all  the  cars  --  Any  car  behind  me  was  empty  of  people.  It  had  been 
abandoned.  And  you  know,  when  I  got  up  and  drove  out,  the  traffic  was  very  light  at  that  point. 
Because  there  was  no  one  --  See,  when  I  got  gotten  -  Oh,  when  I'm  about  a  couple  hundred  feet 
past  Yerba  Buena,  there  was  no  longer  any  cars  behind  me  and  no  cars  coming  through  the 
tunnel  or  going  off  the  ramp.  It  had  totally  emptied. 

GM:  And  when  you  said  you  were  a  couple  hundred  yards  from  Yerba  Buena.... 

A:  Feet. 

GM:  A  couple  hundred  feet.  Was  that  from  the  tunnel  you're  refen-ing  to? 

A:  Yeah,  from  the  tunnel. 

GM:  OK.  And  you  were  on  the  east  side,  the  Oakland  side? 

A:  Oakland  side. 

GM:  Can  you  describe  the  clothing  that  you  were  wearing? 

A:  Oh,  boy  -  Lefs  see.  I  was  going  to  go  play  ball,  but  I  wasnt  wearing  a  uniform  I  doni  think.  So  I 
was  apparently  wearing  red  pants  and  a  sweatshirt,  blue  jacket. 

GM:      What  color  was  your  sweatshirt?  Do  you  recall? 

A:        Probably  white.  My  buddy  was  wearing  white. 

GM:      A  white  sweatshirt? 

A:  Yeah. 

GM:      Do  you  remember  what  color  his  trousers  were? 
A:        No  -  Probably  jeans. 

GM:      The  sweatshirts  -  Are  they  long-sleeved,  short-sleeved? 

A:        Long-sleeved.  And  I  never  saw  another  person  except  for  myself  after  I  walked  to  the  upper 
deck. 

GM:      But  there  were  some  people  up  there  walking  when  you  got  up  there? 

A:        Walking  back.  They  were  walking  back  in  business  suits.  And  they  appeared  to  have  abandoned 
their  cars  and  were  hitching  rides  from  people  coming  off  the  ramp  on  the  other  side,  the  other 
ramp  coming  up. 

GM:      That's  where  they  were  coming  from  was  the  other  ramp? 
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A.        That's  the  rides  they  were  hitching. 
GM:       I  see. 

A:        You  know,  they  were  hitching  the  cars  coming  up  from  the  other  side.  And  where  those  cars 

came  from,  I  have  no  idea  -  because  I  don't  know  Yerba  Buena  Island.  But  there  were  cars  coming 
at  a  very  intermittent  pace.  It  wasnt  a  stream  of  cars.  There  would  be  a  car  and  10-1 5  seconds 
before  another  car,  10-15  seconds  and  another  car.  There  was  nothing  heavy  at  that  time. 

GM:      What  time  of  day  was  it  when  you  an-ived  back  in  San  Francisco? 

A:        About  6.  Well,  no.  It  was  getting  pretty  late.  The  reason  being  that  we  got  off  the  highway  and 
got  stuck  in  a  tremendous  traffic  jam  that  really  tied  us  up,  because  Federal  Express  has  basically 
blockaded  the  street  with  their  trucks  and  created  a  tremendous  traffic  problem.  They  were  triple  - 
four  or  five  parked  deep.  They  had  taken  up  almost  all  of  Harrison  Street.  So  we  were  in  this 
horritHe  traffic  jam. 

GM:      Could  you  estimate  about  what  time  it  was  when  you  got  back  to  San  Francisco? 

A:        Pushing?.  It's  real  hard  to  tell  time  like  because  I  didn't  have  a  watch.  I  had  lost  my  watch  and  I 
wasn't  wearing  one. 

GM:      Was  it  dark? 

A:        It  was  dusk,  definitely  dusk.  And  we  had  driven  straight  back.  You  know,  we  went  and  got  off  the 
bridge  and  traffic  was  light.  You  know,  we  had  gotten  off  saying  we'd  better  get  off  of  the  highway 
and  just  take  back  streets.  And  as  soon  as  we  got  off,  we  got  into  this,  you  know,  horrendous 
traffic  jam.  It  was  one  car  at  a  light  type  thing.  It  tied  us  up  for  quite  a  while. 

GM:  OK. 

A:        But  it  seemed  like  - 1  would  say  we  were  downstairs  for  30  minutes. 
GM:      Now  when  you  say  downstairs,  what  do  you  mean  by  that? 
A:       Just  standing  around  t>€fore  we  started  moving  traffic. 
GM:      This  was  on  the  lower  deck? 
A:        On  the  lower  deck. 

GM:      That's  what  you  are  referring  to  when  you  say  downstairs? 
A:        Yeah,  the  lower  deck. 

GM:      OK.  Our  investigation  is  not  aiminal  in  nature.  Our  investigation  is  trying  to  document  things  as 
they  were  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake  and  then  thereafter.  We're  just  interviewing  all  of  those 
persons  that  we  can  make  contact  with  who  were  there  and  can  give  us  an  insight  as  to  what  went 
on.  I  would  appreciate  having  your  name,  but  it's  

A:        I  would,  but  in  the  world  of  lawsuits  or  us  -  You  know  what  I  mean?  Someone  died,  and  

GM:      Would  you  give  me  your  physical  description? 
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A:  I'd  rather  not  do  that  either. 

GM:  OK.  Would  you  tell  me  your  age? 

A:  35. 

GM:  35.  How  about  your  partner? 

A:  Same  age.  We're  the  same  age. 

GM:  And  he  is  male  also? 

A:  Yeah. 

GM:  OK. 

A:  Now  I  did       One  thing  that  is  definite  because  we  noticed  it  the  next  morning  when  he  called 

me.  You  know,  many  of  the  people  we  were  talking  to  did  not  have  a  command  of  English. 

GM:      What  kind  of  languages  did  you  encounter? 

A:        Asian,  Rlipino,  Iranian,  you  know  -  a  whole  lot.  Mostly  it  was  Asian.  Spanish.  You  know,  all 

speaking  English  but,  you  know,  many  times  I  would  repeat  myself  three  times  saying  the  bridge 
has  collapsed,  you  cannot  cross  it,  you  must  turn  around,  you  must  go  back  to  San  Francisco. 
That  is  basically  the  line  I  said  over  and  over  again. 

GM:      Did  you  hear  the  Filipino  naval  guard  say  anything? 

A:        No.  I  knew  that  he  was  directing  traffic,  but  I  couldn't  really  hear  what  he  was  doing.  Most  of  the 
traffic  was  just  mostly  -  What  we  were  trying  to  do  was  get  people  to  be  courteous  and  get  them 
moved  around  because  in  making  the  U-turn,  it's  very  difficult.  It  was  very  tight  and  we  were  just 
trying  to  get  the  people,  you  know,  through  that.  Then  people  were,  you  know  ~  There  was  a 
steady  stream  of  people  coming  off  the  bridge  down  to  where  we  were  standing.  There  was 
definitely,  you  know,  bumper-to-bumper  cars.  Everyone  was  coming  off  the  bridge  by  that  time 
who  could  get  to  that  exit.  And  obviously,  most  of  the  people  -  probably  the  tunnel  people  -  you 
know,  were  the  ones  that  we  were  turning  around  at  that  point. 

GM:  OK. 

A:        Because  I  said  it  was  30  minutes.  I'd  heard  5  minutes  before  and  then  the  article,  you  know,  said 
30  minutes  after.  Which  is  kind  of  interesting.  And,  you  know,  from  the  time  I  walked  up  top,  it 
would  be  probably  in  that  time  span.  But  I  would  have  to  ~  You  know,  my  opinion  was  that  I  was 
the  first  person  to  walk  to  the  upper  deck  from  down  -  from  down  top  to  take  a  look.  Because 
that's  a  k)ng  walk. 

GM:      From  where  you  were  located  directing  traffic  down  at  the  bottom,  were  you  able  to  see  the  upper 
deck? 

A:        No.  We  would  see  only  the  -  No.  We  couldn't  see  the  actual  deck,  traffic  or  anything.  I  couldn't 
really  see  the  deck  until  you  walked  almost  to  the  top  of  the  ramp. 

GM:  OK. 


^)-ORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

3<SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS  Page  175 


I! 

A:        So  as  to  what  cars  were  doing  on  the  top,  we  could  not  visibly  see,  you  know,  from  where  we 

were.  But  you  know,  my  opinion  and  my  friend's  opinion,  there  was  never  anybody  that  we  knew 
of  that  was  up  actually  on  the  deck  when  the  people  were  getting  back  on  going  one  way  or  the 
other.  And  there  certainly  wasnt  anybody  in  the  time  that  I  was  up  there.  Because  I  stayed  up 

I there  for  a  couple  of  minutes  in  the  beginning  and  then  I  went  down.  And  my  friend  went  down 
and  I  never  saw  another  person  get  up  and  walk,  you  know,  ever  walk  up  the  ramp  and  walk  onto 
the  bridge. 
GM:  OK. 

A:        So  which  has  always  been  confusing  to  me  when  they  said  that  people  were  up  there,  you  know. 
Because  there  appeared  to  he  reports  and  they  said  people  were  up  on  the  upper  deck  directing 

(traffic.  And  I  never  saw  anyone  up  there. 
GM:      OK.  Well,  I  appreciate  the  information  sir. 
A;        All  righty. 
GM:       Thank  you  very  much. 


The  time  right  now  is  1 :50  P.M.  Monday  the  1 1th  of  December,  1989.  I'm  George  Morrill,  #7097.  This  is 
the  conclusion  of  the  


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-2,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

December  19,  1989.  The  interview  was  started  at  0955  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIRCATION: 

GM:      Investigator  George  Morrill,  CHP 
PAi 

GM:  I'm  Investigator  George  Mon-ill,  ID  7097,  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  Today's  date  is  Tuesday, 
December  19, 1989.  The  time  right  now  is  0955  hours.  I'm  attempting  to  call  *  *  *  *  *  *  at 
Area  Code  •**•**• 

PA:      Hello,  this  is  Peggy. 

GM:     Peggy,  I'm  George  Mon-ill.  I'm  an  officer  eind  an  investigator  with  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 
PA:      Uh,  uh. 

GM:     I,  uh,  am  investigating  or  documenting  I  should  say,  the  collapse  of  the  Oakland  Bay  Bridge  during 
the  earthquake. 

PA:     0.  K. 

GM:     I  understand  from  one  of  our  involved  parties  that  you  assisted  her  on  the  bridge.  This  womem's 
name  is  • 

PA:  Right,  thafs  correct. 

GM:  I  understand  then  that  you  were  on  the  bridge  during  the  earthquake. 

PA:  That  would  also  be  correct. 

GM:  O.  K.  Do  you  have  a  few  minutes  to  talk  to  me? 

PA:  Sure. 

GM:  O.  K. 

PA:  Let  me  get  this....  George,  you  said  that  you're  with  whom? 

GM:  The  California  Highway  Patrol. 

PA:  O.  K. 

GM:  I'm  working  in  Sacramento  at  the  present  time.  I  had  spent  a  month  in  San  Francisco  and  a  couple 
of  weeks  in  Oakland  but  we've  moved  our  operation  now  to  Sacramento. 

PA:     And  you're  investigating  the  collapse. 

GM:  Yes. 

PA:     Is  there  a  number  where  I  could  call  you  back  at  some  point. 
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GM:  Yes,  there  sure  is.  I'm  at  Area  Code 

PA:  O.  K. 

GM:  And  if  you'll  ask  for  Extension  381 , 

PA:  O.  K. 

GM:  And  my  name  is  Morrill. 

PA:  O.K. 

GM:  O.  K.? 

PA:  Sounds  good. 

GM:  All  right.  What  I'd  like  to  get  from  you  first  of  all,  Peggy,  is  your  full  name? 

PA:  O.  K. 

GM:  Is  Peggy  your  given  name? 

PA:  Yes  it  is. 

GM:  O.  K. 

PA:  And  my  last  name  is 

GM:  What  is  your  middle  name? 

PA:  Ann.  No  "E". 

GM:  And  your  address? 

p^.  **************** 

GM:  And  the  ZIP  Code  there  please? 

PA:  *  *  * 

GM:  And  your  home  phone  number? 

p^.  ***** 

GM:  And  I  have  your  business  numt>er  which  is 

PA:  Yes. 

GM:  That  was  given  to  me  by  f. 

PA:  Right. 

GM:  Do  you  know  your  driver's  license  number,  Peggy? 
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PA:  Yeah.  It's 

GM:  And  your  date  of  birth? 

PA:  1/20/61. 

GM:  Peggy,  were  you  a  driver  on  the  bridge  during  the  earthquake  or  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle? 

PA:  I  was  a  passenger  on  the  ACTransit  Bus  that  stopped  right  in  front  of  the  break. 

GM:  O.  K.,  the  one  that  was  photographed  and  shown  in  the  newspapers? 

PA:  The  one  that  everybody  could  see.  It  was  easy  to  tell  people  where  I  was. 

GM:     O.  K.  What  I'd  like  to  do,  Peggy,  is  ask  you  a  series  of  "canned"  questions  that  we  have.  If  I  trigger 
thoughts  as  we  go  along,  I'd  like  for  you  to  just  respond  to  thenn,  give  me  your  thoughts.  If  you 
have  questions  that  I  can  answer,  I'd  be  more  than  happy  to  try  to  answer  your  questions. 

PA:      O.  K. 

GM:     Some  of  these  will  be  basic.  I  know  the  answer  to  already  but  I'll  go  through  them  with  you.  Rrst 
one  is:  What  direction  you  were  traveling  and  I  know  that  you  were  eastbound. 

PA:  That's  correct. 

GM:  How  often  do  you  use  that  route? 

PA:  Eastbound?  Once  a  day,  five  days  a  week. 

GM:  O.  K.  Can  you  describe  the  traffic  conditions  that  afternoon  as  light,  moderate,  or  heavy? 

PA:     I  would  say  tfiey  were  moderate  if  I  can  recall  correctly.  We  were  traveling,  as  best  that  I  can  guess, 
at  pretty  much  full  speed  on  the  bridge. 

GM:     Do  you  have  any  idea  what  your  speed  was? 

PA:     No,  because  I  was  not  driving. 

GM:     Did  you. . .  could  you  estimate  It? 

PA:     I  would  say  maybe  50  miles  an  hour. 

GM:     Do  you  have  any  idea  what  the  spacing  between  vehicles  would  have  been?  How  far  between 
you.  your  bus  and  the  vehicle  ahead,  or  vehicles  behind  possibly? 

PA:  Uh,  I  don't  know  if  I  can  answer  that. 

GM:  0.  K. 

PA:  I  dont  think  I  could  tell  you. 

GM:  Do  you  know  what  lane  you  were  driving  in,  or  riding  in  I  should  say? 

PA:  I  believe  we  were  in  the  second  lane  from  the  left  if  there's  five  lanes  on  the  bridge. 
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GM:  Yes. 

PA:  Then  I  think  that's  the  lane  we  were  in. 

GM:  O.  K.  Do  you  recall  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

PA:  In  terms  of  the  positioning  on  the  bridge? 

GM:  Yes. 

PA:  No,  I  was  reading  the  paper. 

GM:  I'm  writing  your  answers  while  you're  telling  me  so  if  you'll  excuse  my  pauses.  What  was  the  first 
indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

PA:     I  felt  the  bus  swing  back  and  forth  and  I  looked  up  from  my  paper  to  see  what  was  going  on  and  I 

could  see  the  bus  driver.  Well,  actually  I  heard  a  noise  and  I  can't  tell  you  whether  we  were  swaying 
when  I  heard  the  noise  or  what  exactly  the  timing  on  It  was  but  I  think  we  were  probably  swaying  a 
little  bit  and  I  heard  a  noise  and  I  looked  up  to  see  the  bus  driver  really  struggling  with  the  steering 
wheel  of  the  bus,  and  I  could  also  see  that  he  was  braking  and  he  was  trying  to  brake  absolutely  as 
fast  as  he  could  without  losing  control  of  the  bus.  And  at  that  point,  I  really  thought  that  we  had  just 
had  a  blow  out  on  the  tires  of  the  bus.  I  really  wasn't  aware  of  anything  else  that  was  going  on,  and 
then  I  looked  up  and  realized  that  there  was  a  section  of  the  bridge  that  was  not  where  it  belonged. 

GM:     O.  K.  Can  you  describe  the  motion  of  the  bus?  You  said  it  was  swaying. 

PA:     It  was  swaying  and  it  felt  as  if  the  entire  left  side  of  the  bus  had  lost  all ....  had  blown  out  all  of  Its 

tires,  like  It  had  run  over  something  that  had  just  punctured  them  and  so  it  was  the  leaning  back  and 
forth  then  the  lurching  forward  as  he  was  trying  to  stop  the  bus. 

GM:  O.  K.  Did  you  see  the  reactions  or  actions  of  any  other  vehicles  around  you? 

PA:  No. 

GM:  Did  the  vehicle  that  you  were  riding  in  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle? 

PA:  No. 

GM:  Did  it  strike  any  portion  of  the  bridge  or  any  other  object? 

PA:  No. 

GM:  Were  you  Injured? 

PA:  No. 

GM:  Do  you  know  if  any  of  the  passengers  on  the  bus  were  injured? 

PA:  I  don't  believe  so.  As  best  as  I  can  recall,  everytxxjy  got  up  and  walked  off  the  bus.  There  was  

we  did  not  impact  anything  or  stop  In  such  a  rapid  motion  that  It  would  cause  anyone  to  hit  anything 
In  front  of  us. 

GM:  Did  you  notice  any  structural  motion,  bridge  railing  or  the  roadway  or  any  of  the  supports? 
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PA:      I  don't  understand  the  question.  What  do  you  mean,  did  I  notice  something? 

GM:     Did  you  see  anything  to  any  part  of  the  bridge  moving?  Some  people  that  were  in  locations  in 
close  proximity  where  you  were  saw  the  water  pipes  burst. 

PA:  I  saw  that  they  had  burst.  I  did  not  actually  see  it  happen. 

GM:  O.  K. 

PA:  It  was  definitely  draining  water  onto  the  bridge. 

GM:  Did  you  see  the  bridge  collapse? 

PA:  No.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

GM:  Now.  Peggy,  Janice  tells  me  that  you  assisted  her  and  that  you  went  with  her  back  to  Treasure 
Island. 

PA;  Right. 

GM:     How  did  you  then  get  off  of  the  bridge? 
PA:     I  hitchhiked  a  ride  with  someone. 
GM:     Was  this  on  the  lower  deck? 

PA:     Yes,  I  actually,  uh,  I  walked  with  Janice  and  Bruce.  I  don't  know  Bruce's  last  name;  he  was  the  driver 
of  Janice's  automobile,  and  we  walked  off  together.  Uh,  we  tried  to  get  her  some  medical  attention 
while  she  was  on  the  bridge  and  were  unable  to  do  so.  We  walked  all  the  way  on  Treasure  Island 
and  at  that  point  I  saw  a  fire  truck  kind  of  around  the  corner  right  where  we  were  and  we  exited  to 
the  right  when  we  were...  so  we  were  walking  west  when  we  exited  to  the  northern  portion  of  the 
Island.  And  it  was  a  green  fire  truck.  That's  all  I  can  tell  you,  I'm  assuming  it  had  come  from  the  naval 
base. 

GM:      0.  K. 

PA:     And  went  over,  walked  in  front  of  Janice  because  she  was  walking  a  little  bit  slower,  walked  over 
and  asked  that  we  did  have  someone  injured  and  needed  some  medical  attention  and  could  they 
finally  help  us  cause  we  were  being  a  little  frustrated  at  this  point.  Uh,  at  that  point  she  was....  an 
ambulance  had  arrived  a  couple  of  minutes  later  and  I  felt  she  was  in  good  hands  and  I  left  her,  I 
walked  back  onto  the  lower  portion  of  the  bridge  about  20  feet  because  people  were  exiting  right 
there  and  immediately  getting  right  back  onto  the  upper  deck  heading  westbound.  And  so,  rather 
than  trying  to  interrupt  the  traffic  I  kind  of  walked  back  onto  the  bridge  about  20  feet  and  basically 
stuck  my  thumb  out  and  hitchhiked  a  ride. 

GM:     Now  when  the  vehicle  you  hitched  a  ride  with  exited  the  bridge  did  it  turn  to  the  right  and  go  into 
the  same  area  that  you  and  Janice  had  walked  into? 

PA      There  was  little,  I  mean  there  was  someone  there  directing  traffic  and  it  was  not,  you  would  have 
pretty  much  run  someone  over  to,  uh,  they  did  drive  onto  that  area  but  not  down  as  far  as  we  had 
walked.  You  literally  mainly  drove  off  the  bridge  about  20  feet  or  30  feet  and  then  got  right  back  on. 

GM:     O.  K  Now  when  you  saw  this  person  directing  traffic,  he  or  she  or  they,  were  they  on  the  bridge? 


CAUFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS 


Page  i 


PA:  No. 

GM:  They  were  on  the  Island  portion? 

PA:  They  were  on  the  Island. 

GM:  And  this  was  before  you  started  up  the  ramp  to  get  to  the  upper  deck? 

PA:  Correct. 

GM:  Do  you  remember  how  they  were  directing  traffic?  Whether  this  was  done  by  hand  signals,  voice 
command,  or  both,  or  something  other  than  that? 

PA:     Pretty  much  hand  signals  as  far  as  I  can  say.  Uh,  cause  I  actually  walked  up  to  that,  that's  the  person 
I  walked  up  to  and  I  said  how  are  you  suppose  to  get  back  to  San  Francisco  and  he  said,  "you're 
suppose  to  get  in  your  cars."  And,  uh,  what's  that  beeping  noise? 

GM:     I  dont  know  what  that  beeping  noise  is. 

PA:     Oh,  O.  K.  We  will  just  ignore  It. 

GM:     O.  K. 

PA:     Uh,  I  walk  up  to  him  and  I  said  how  are  we  suppose  to  get  back  to  San  Francisco  and  he  said  why 
you're  suppose  to  get  in  your  car  and  drive  off  the  bridge  and  I  said  well,  I  was  on  a  bus,  and  then 
he  said  you're  suppose  to  get  back  on  the  bus.  And  I  looked  at  him  like  he  was  crazy  because  I  was 
not  about  to  walk  all  the  way  back  down  the  bridge  to  get  back  on  the  bus  that  I  had  gotten  off  of. 

GM:  Now,  who  was  this  that  you  were  talking  to? 

PA:  The  person  who  was  directing  traffic. 

GM:  Now  did  this  person  appear  to  be  military,  civilian,  or  police? 

PA:  It  was  either  military  or  police;  it  was  some  type  of  an  official. 

GM:  Oh. 

PA:  It  was  not  a  civilian. 

GM:  Can  you  describe  his  clothing? 

PA:  I  want  to  say  that  he  was  wearing  a  fluorescent  jacket,  like  uh,  almost  like  uh  like  a  fireman's  jacket. 

GM:  Something  that  would  glow  in  the  dark  possibly? 

PA:  Yeah.  Some  type  of  reflective  gear. 

GM:  Was  there  more  than  one  person  directing  traffic? 

PA:  There  could  have  been  but  I  only  remember  the  one. 
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GM:     About  how  long  in  time  from  the  actual  earthquake  was  this  that  you  were  able  to  hitch  a  ride  and 
get  off  of  the  lower  deck  and  up  to  the  upper  deck? 

PA:     Well,  let  me  think  about  this?  Uh,  my  timing  was  not  real  good  that  evening;  I  can  tell  you  when  it 
was  light  and  I  can  tell  you  when  it  was  dark.  The  first  after-shock  that  occurred  about  5:25, 1 
believe.  We  were  still  on  the  bridge  because  I  was  watching  one  of  those  portable  television  sets. 
Uh,  so  I  would  say  that  it  was  maybe  about  6:00  o'clock  or  so  by  the  time  we  got  there.  We  were 
obviously  had  the  furthest  to  waJk  and  we  were  walking  slower  than  anybody  else  because  Janice 
was  injured  and  had  to  stop  and  rest. 

GM:     0.  K. 

PA:      Uh,  the  people  that  picked  me  up  said  that  they  were  pretty  far  to  the  front.  They  were  not  too  far 
behind  my  bus,  I  believe,  because  they  said  they  could  actually  see  the  break  in  the  bridge. 

GM:     I  see. 

PA:     Uh,  so,  and  they  had  just  gotten  to  the  point  where  they  could  turn  around  and  walk,  or  drive  off  I 
guess,  which  made  me  think  that  most  of  the  bridge  had  been  vacated  at  that  point,  and,  you 
know,  I  would  say  maybe  6:00  o'clock  or  so  but  I  honestly  have  no  concept  of  time. 

GM:     O.  K.  Peggy,  once  you  got  to  the  upper  deck  riding  as  a  passenger  in  the  vehicle  you  hitched  a 
ride  with,  did  you  see  anyone  up  there  on  that  upper  deck  directing  traffic? 

PA:     No,  but  there  was  no  direction  to  go  but  left  and  I  think,  maybe  I'm  wrong,  but  we  actually  got  on  like 
an  official  on-ramp.  I  don't  know  if  thaf  s  possible  or  not  but  I  want  to  say  it  was  an  official  on-ramp 
that  we  actually  got  back  on  the  bridge  on.  So  there  was  only  one  obvious  direction  to  go  which 
was  back  to  San  Francisco. 

GM:     O.  K.  Well,  Peggy,  I  appreciate  the  information  you  have  given  me. 

PA:      O.  K. 

GM:     And  I've  talked  to  probably  1 40  some  odd  people  so  far  like  yourself  who  were  on  the  bridge  and 
had  some  involvement  upon  the  bridge. 

PA:      Uh.  uh. 

GM:     And  I  was  just  going  through  •  *  statement  and  I  found  your  name  and  I  thought 

well,  obviously  you  were  on  the  bridge  if  you  were  there  to  help  her  and  I  needed  to  talk  to  you  if  I 
coukJ  so... 

PA:     O.  K.  I  mean,  I'm  assuming  this...  and  I  dont  know  if  you  can  answer  these  questions  or  not,  I'm 
assuming  this  investigation  has  to  do  with  the  fatality  on  the  bridge? 

GM:     Yes.  it  does. 

PA:      .  ..direction  O.  K.  It  was  my  impression  they  got  on  from  the  ottier  side  and  I  didn't  see  anybody 
exiting  from  that  side  but  I  doni  know,  or  whatever.  Anyway,  uh,  were  you  able  to  contact  the  bus 
driver  of  my  bus? 

GM:     Yes.  we  have  already  interviewed  him. 
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PA:     O.  K.  Did  he  see  the  break  come  down?  See,  IVe  never  talked  to  this  man  so  I  dont  know  what  he 
saw  or  what  the  heck  went  on.... 

GM:     Yes,  he  did  see  the  collapse. 

PA:     O.  K.  I  just  kind  of  wondered  because  people  said  did  you  see  the  collapse  and  I  honestly  dont 
remember.  Everything  happened  so  fast. 

GM:     Do  you  have  any  idea  how  many  people  were  on  the  bus? 

PA:     Uh,  no,  but  you  could  probably  figure  it  out  pretty  easily.  The  bus  was  not  full  by  a  long  shot  and  I 
know  that  because  there  was  an  empty...  there  was  a  bag  that  had  apparently  been  abandoned 
that  was  sitting  in  the  seat  in  front  of  me  and  if  the  bus  was  full,  obviously,  someone  would  pick  it  up 
and  sit  down  there.  No  one  ever  sat  in  that  seat  and  nobody  was  sitting  next  to  me,  and  I  would 
guess  maybe,  maybe  fifteen  to  twenty  people  in  the  bus. 

GM:     O.  K. 

PA:     No  more.  It  was  no  where  near  full.  Very,  very  you  know,  fairly...  I'd  say  moderate  traffic,  but  I'm 

saying  moderate  traffic  for  5  o'clock  on  a  Tuesday  evening.  Anything  else? 

GM:  I'd  say  that's  probably  it,  Peggy. 

PA:  O.  K. 

GM:  I  appreciate  the  information. 

PA:  Certainly.  Good  luck  in  your  investigation. 

GM:  Thank  you.  O.  K. 

PA:  Bye,  bye. 

GM:  Bye,  bye. 

GM:  The  time  right  now  is  1 0:1 4  am.  This  will  be  the  conclusion  of  this  tape  recorded  interview. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-3,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

21 . 1 989.  The  interview  was  started  at  0800  hours.  The  following  is  a  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded 
interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

DT:  Investigator  Dennis  Turner 
GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill 

BE:   said  he  wanted  us  to  back  around  Treasure  Island  the  wrong  way  and  go  up  and  get 

across  that  way. 

DT:       OK.  We'll  go  through  that  turn-around  procedure  very  detailed  here  in  just  a  minute.  OK.  Were 
either  you  or  anybody  around  you  treated  for  injuries  at  the  time? 

BB:  No. 

DT:       OK.  As  soon  as  the  earthquake  ended  and  you  came  to  a  stop  there  by  Treasure  Island,  did  you 
see  anyone  at  that  time  directing  traffic? 

BB:  Not  as  soon  as,  no.  We  were  sitting  there  a  while  before  that  happened. 

DT:  OK.  We'll  go  through  those  questions  here  now. 

BB:  OK. 

DT:  Prior  to  exiting  the  bridge,  you  were  stopped  right  at  the  island  itself? 

BB:  Right. 

DT:  And  you  told  me  earlier  you  were  between  the  off  ramp  and  the  on-ramp? 

BB:  Um-hum. 

DT:  OK.  When  you  got  off  of  the  bridge,  which  way  did  you  get  off? 

BB:  When  I  got  to  the  top.  there  was  a  civilian. 

DT:  All  right.  I'm  right  --  We're  still  in  the  number  4  lane  and  we're  stopped  at  the  tunnel  there. 

BB:  Oh,  OK. 

DT:  How  did  you  get  from  the  number  4  lane  onto  the  island  Itself? 

BB:  Caltrans  guy.  All  I  had  to  do  from  where  I  was  sitting  was,  you  know,  just  eventually  Inch  up  and 
make  a  sharp  right  on  that  lane  that  enters  into,  onto  the  bridge? 

DT:       You  made  a  sharp  right  turn  arxJ  used  the  on-ramp  as  an  exit? 

BB:  Right. 

DT:       OK.  How  long  from  the  time  you  stopped  there  after  the  earthquake  did  you  make  this  exit  at  the 
orvramp? 
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BB:       I'd  say  approximately  30  minutes. 

DT:       OK.  Once  you've  gone  off  the  on-ramp  and  you're  now  there  at  the  island,  where  did  you  go  from 
there? 

BB:      OK.  1  stopped  at  the  top  of  the  bridge.  There  was  a  guy  there  and  I  was  still  trying  to  find  out 

exactly  what  was  happening.  And  he  says  just  make  a  right  here  and  go  across  eastbound  on  the 
upper  portion.  I  said  what's  happening  with  the  oncoming  traffic,  and  he  said  just  stay  to  your  right 
and  you  should  be  OK.  So  I  didnl  know  if  this  was  an  emergency  procedures  or  what.  So  I  just 
followed  his  direction. 

DT:       OK.  Let's  back  up  again  because  I  want  to  find  out  how  you  got  up  to  the  top.  You're  sitting  on 
the  on-ramp. 

BB:       To  the  bridge. 

DT:       To  the  bridge,  the  eastbound  on-ramp.  Now  you've  come  down  the  wrong  way.  You're  down  in 
an  area  where  a  bunch  of  little  roads  come  together.  How  did  you  get  from  that  little  location 
there  

BB:      There  was  people  pointing. 

DT:       OK,  but  which  way  did  they  point  you? 

BB:      They  were  pointing  me  to  tum  right. 

DT:       You  turned  right? 

BB:  Um-hum. 

DT:       That  took  you  up  a  real  steep  hill? 
BB:  Right. 

DT:       OK.  So  you  went  from  the  lower  deck  to  the  upper  deck,  up  the  steep  hill,  and  that  would  have 
brought  you  out  on  the  upper  deck  just  by  where  there's  an  off  ramp  and  the  tunnel?  If  you  were 
coming  on  a  normal  route  coming  into  the  City  

BB:  That's  right. 

DT:  That  would  have  been  the  off  ramp  on  your  left  side  there? 

BB:  That's  right. 

DT:  That's  where  you  came  up  to? 

BB:  That's  right. 

DT:  OK.  Now  you  said  there  was  somebody  directing  traffic  there? 

BB:  Right. 

DT:  Can  you  describe  that  person  that  was  directing  traffic  there? 
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BB:       He  was,  I'd  say,  approximately  six  feet  tall,  a  white  male,  had  on  a  white  shirt,  tan  slacks,  kind  of 
Seindy  blonde  hair.  And  mid  to  early  thirties. 

DT:       OK.  The  way  he  was  dressed  -  Would  you  say  he  was  a  civilian? 

BB:  Yes. 

DT:       Military  personnel  or  police  officer? 

BB:       I  had  the  distinct  impression  he  was  a  civilian  just  helping  the  Cattrans  people. 
DT:       Where  was  Cattrans  at? 

BB:      Caltrans  was  on  the  Bay  Bridge.  He  was  a  young  guy  with  dark  hair.  He  definitely  had  on  the 

orange  vest  and  orange  construction  hat.  And  he  was  the  one  that  had  us  all  turn  around  and  go 
up  that  ramp. 

DT:       OK.  Now  this  Caltrans  person  in  the  orange  vest,  he  was  on  the  lower  deck? 
BB:  Yes. 

DT:       Lower  facility  down  there? 
BB.  Yes. 

DT:       Guiding  you  to  the  upper  one? 
BB:  Right. 

DT:       Now  he  was  on  the  bridge  itself? 

BB:       He  was  on  the  bridge  himself.  He  was  quite  upset  because  -  All  I  could  remember  was  he  was 
screaming,  "Who  belong  to  these  cars?",  because  the  people  just  got  out  of  their  cars  and 
at)andoned  them.  And  finally  as  I  got  near  him.  I  stopped  and  asked  what  was  happening  and 
that's  when  he  said  we're  rerouting  traffic  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  Bay  Bridge. 

DT:       OK.  But  he  was  on  the  bridge  structure  itself?  He  wasnt  in  that  little  area  where  all  the  roads  came 
together? 

BB:      No.  he  wasn't.  There  were  other  civilians  standing  there  pointing  to  where  to  go. 

DT:       OK.  And  these  civilians  -  Were  they  all  in  civilian  clothes,  or  

BB:       In  civilian  clothes. 

DT:       You  did  not  see  a  gentleman  in  a  sort  of,  or  any  type  of  uniform  at  all? 
BB:      No  uniforms  after  I  left  the  lower  deck  of  the  bridge. 

DT:       OK.  Now  you  say  you  got  up  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  what  happened?  You  came  up  that 
steep  road  and  you're  at  that  off  ramp  area.  What  happened  there? 

OK.  After  I  got  up  top.  I  asked  the  guy  what  should  I  do.  where  should  I  go  now.  He  said  to  make  a 
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right  turn  here  and  I  asked  him  what  about  the  oncoming  traffic.  He  said  just  stay  to  your  right  and  I 
should  be  OK.  So  I  was  extremely  cautious,  because  I'm  already  in  a  reeil  predicament.  I  dont 
know  what  was  happening.  I  cant  get  my  radio,  so  -  I  was  one  of  the  fortunate  ones  not  to  be 
speeding. 

DT:       OK.  So  you  were  told  with  a  voice  command  

BE:      Um-hum,  and  a  pointing  -  He  showed  the  direction  he  wanted  us  to  go  into. 

DT:       Pointing  to  turn  right?  And  that  right  turn  headed  you  toward  Oakland? 

BB:      That's  correct.  It  headed  me  back  eastbound  again. 

DT:       OK.  Would  you  recognize  this  gentleman  again  if  you  saw  him. 

BB:      Really,  I  dont  think  so.  So  many  faces  I  saw  that  night! 

DT:       Oh,  I'm  sure.  OK.  Once  you  were  up  there  and  you  saw  this  gentleman  directing  traffic  and  he 

gave  hand  signals  and  voice  commands  both.  And  he  weis  a  civilian.  Now  when  you  were  up  j 

there  and  you  headed  toward  the  Oakland  direction,  what  did  you  do  then?  Besides  staying  in 

the  right  lane.  I 

BB:      OK.  First  of  all,  I  got  really  nervous  because  I  did  not  see  any  westbound  traffic.  And  that  time  of 
the  day  -  I'm  going  well,  wait  a  minute,  someone  has  got  to  be  coming  to  the  City!  So  I  was  super 
cautious  and  I  wasnt  driving,  I'd  say,  no  more  than  20  because  I  was  just  looking  for  traffic.  And 
after  I  was  on  there  for  a  little  bit,  within  25  feet  of  where  the  bridge  had  collapsed,  I  finally  could  | 
look  over  into  Oakland  because  right  about  that  point,  the  bridge  started  to  go  up  a  little.  And  I  saw  * 
all  these  cars  with  flares  and  flashers  and  then  I  stopped.  Well,  as  I  stopped  and  then  looked 
ahead,  I  noticed  that  we  had  no  bridge  across  there. 

DT:       OK.  Now  when  you  stopped  at  that  point,  had  the  red  car  already  gone  off  into  the  

BB:      No.  I  turned  close  enough,  made  my  U-turn,  making  a  U-turn  to  my  left,  close  enough  that  I  could 
look  over  in  tfiere  and  see  water.  I  didnt  see  any  Ccir. 

DT:       OK.  The  one  I'm  referring  to  is  the  one  that  eventually  went  the  wrong  way. 

BB:      Yeah.  I  saw  that  on  the  news. 

DT:       That  car  was  not  there? 

BB:      That  car  was  not  there  and  I'd  say  that  was  approximately  ~  It  was  about  oh,  quarter  to  six  - 
between  5:30  and  quarter  to  six  when  I  got  to  that  point. 

DT:       All  right.  So  then  you  made  a  U-turn  and  then  you  continued  back  to  the  San  Francisco  side? 

BB:      Right.  But  before  I  did  that,  I  had  to  stop.  The  people  that  were  heading  . . .  towards  the  open 
bridge,  so  I  just  started  honking  my  horn  and  flagging  my  arm  and  yelling  that  the  bridge  was  out. 
Because  I  take  it  at  that  point  nobody  really  knew,  because  they  were  just  kind  of  like  breezing 
right  along.  So  I  finally  got  those  people  stopped  and  when  we  all  headed  toward  San  Francisco, 
we  started  honking  again  and  yelling  at  the  people  that  were  headed  in  the  wrong  direction. 

i\ 

DT:       OK.  Now  these  people  that  were  headed  in  the  wrong  direction,  would  you  recognize  any  of  the 
vehicles  if  you  saw  them  on  a  video  tape  if  we  happened  to  -  See,  we're  looking  for  video  tapes. 

i 
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Somebody  has  to  have  a  video  tape  of  what  was  going  on  up  there. 

BB:       I  think  I  would  recognize  --  Like  there  was  a  van  and  as  I  was  honking  and  slowing  down,  there  was 
this  truck  behind  me.  It  really  got  on  nerves!  He  would  not  let  me  --  He  kept  honking  at  me  to  get 
over.  He  was  wanting  to  speed  around  me  and  I  was  really  slow  and  with  my  flashers  on  and 
waving  my  arm  and  I  thought,  you  know,  that's  kind  of  crazy.  He's  got  these  other  lanes  that  he 
could  go  around  me,  but  he  was  behind  me  so  I  would  recognize  him.  He  was  in  a  silver  truck.  I 
would  recognize  that  truck.  And  then  there  was  another  guy  that  I  was  able  to  stop  before  he  got 
up  to  the  collapsed  bridge.  And  he  kind  of  slowed  down  and  asked  me  what  was  going  on,  and 
he  was  also  in  a  truck  or  something. 

DT:       All  right.  So  far  you  are  the  one  person  that's  had  good  information,  that  knows  exactly  what  they 
did  and  has  (unintelligible)  .  I  would  like  to  have  a  head  of  the  MAIT  Investigation  Team,  the  man 
in  charge  of  this  whole  operation,  get  a  statement  from  you  again  to  expound  upon  some  of  the 
Information  he  needs  if  that  is  convenient  for  you. 

BB:       OK.  That  would  be  fine. 

DT:       OK.  Let  me  get  that  phone  number  again  and  make  sure  I've  got  it  right  -  your  home  phone 
number.  So  I'm  putting  it  on  another  fonn  for  him,  OK? 

BB:       OK.  Oh.  I'm  son7 -- It's   •  •  -  • 

DT:       And  is  there  a  time  that's  most  convenient  for  us  to  call  you? 

BB:       At  home  -  anytime,  no  problem. 

DT:       OK.  And  you're  home  around  6  o'clock.  6:30? 

BB:       Yeah,  around  that  time. 

DT:       And  we  have  special  -  See,  there's  two  investigators  that  are  doing  just  the  traffic  control  portion 
of  this,  how  people  got  turned  around  and  what  they  did.  And  they  are  going  to  want  to  talk  to 
you  because  you  have  some  very  excellent  information  as  to  what  occurred.  So  I  dont  know 
exactly  when  we  will  contact  you,  but  probably  in  the  next  five  or  six  days  or  after  the  Thanksgiving 
weekend  probably.  They  will  call  you  to  expound  upon  some  general  information  you  have  given 
to  me. 

BB:  OK. 

DT:       Thank  you  very  much.  You've  been  very,  very  helpful. 

BB:      Thank  you  -  No  problem.  Anything  I  can  do       Well,  good  day. 

DT:       Thank  you.  You  too. 

GM;      That  conversation  was  by  phone  with  and  Officer  Dennis  Turner,  number  81 32. 

Today's  date  is  1 1/21/89  and  the  time  of  the  interview  is  0800  hours.  I'm  Officer  George  Morrill, 
California  Highway  Patrol,  number  7097.  This  will  be  the  conclusion  of  that  Interview. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-4,  ...»..**..»,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt,  ID  #7475,  on  November 
10,  1989,  at  approxinnately  0957  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at 
California.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

HH:      Investigator  Harold  Haupt 
DT:      Investigator  Dennis  Turner 
TB: 

HH:     This  is  Officer  Harold  Haupt,  ID  #7475.  We're  tape  recording  an  interview  with  Mr.  »  •  »  ♦ 

•  *  •  •  •  regarding  an  incident  and  an  accident  that  occurred  on  10/17/89.  We're  at  Mr. 

•  •">.».  place  of  business,  in  San  Francisco.  Present  during  this  interview 
will  be  also  Officer  Dennis  Turner,  ID  #8132,  out  of  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office.  Todays  date  is 
11/10/89;  the  approximate  time  is  0957  hours.  Mr.  *  *  •  *  *,  for  the  purpose  of  the  tape,  would 
you  p<ease  state  your  name,  spell  your  last  name  and  give  us  your  date  of  birth? 

TB:      O.K.  My  name  is  *,  my  date  of  birth  is  6/1 4/68. 

HH:     O.  K.  On  the  1 7th  of  October,  you  were  on  the  San  Francisco/Oakland  Bay  Bridge? 

TB:  Yes. 

HH:     How  did  you  get  there? 

TB:      Uh,  I  had  caught  the  AC  Transit  to  go  home.  It  was  the  K-Haven's  Court,  caught  the  4:58  bus  to  my 
home.  Uh,  we  left  and  we  were  just  on  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  occurred. 

HH:     O.  K.  What  led  you  to  believe  that  an  earthquake  had  occurred? 

TB:     Uh,  originally  I  thought  that  we  had  blown  a  tire  and  the  bus  driver  was  trying  to  just  gain  control. 
About  the  time  the  bus  stopped,  the  ....  I  heard  this  big  crash.  Uh,  I  looked  forward;  I  was  sitting  in 
the  back  of  the  bus,  and  the  upper  deck  was  in  front  of  us.  Uh,  those  first  fifteen-twenty  seconds 
after  that  I  wasn't  thinking  anything  about  an  earthquake  because  I  had  to  get  off  the  bus  and  help 
the  people  who  had  fallen  into  the  crack.  One  person  came  from  the  upper  deck  and  one  person 
from  the  lower  deck.  Uh,  I  probably  realized  it  maybe  five  minutes  after  that,  after  all  the  original 
commotion  had  subsided.  That  there  was  an  earthquake  never  really  hit  me  until  five  or  ten 
minutes  after. 

HH:     O.  K.,  what  was  the  feeling  you  experienced? 

TB:     Uh,  my  initial  experience  was  that  I  had  to  help,  I  couldn't  panic,  I  really  didnt  know  what  was  going 
on.  Everytxxjy  on  our  bus  was  panicking.  You  know,  I  was  trained  not  to  think;  I  was  trained  to 
react;  I  just  knew  to  get  off  this  bus,  that  something  had  happened  and  I  had  to  help.  Uh,  once  that 
was  over  and  sometime  later,  uh,  I  was  real  happy  to  be  alive.  I  realize  that  my  bus  came  ten  feet, 
stopped  ten  feet  before  the  bridge  section  had  collapsed.  Uh,  I  just  truthfully  felt  really  good  that  I 
was  so  lucky  and  it  wasnl  my  time. 

HH:     0.  K.  You  say  that  you  first  thought  that  the  bus  had  a  flat  tire? 

TB:     Yeah,  I  originally  thought  that  the  bus  had  a  flat  tire.  We  were  swerving  left  and  right  for  maybe 
fifteen  or  twenty  seconds.  It  was  a  long  period  I  just  thought  the  bus  driver  was  trying  to  gain 
control  of  the  bus.  I  never  really.... it  never  crossed  my  mind  that  there  was  an  earthquake.  I  hadn't 
looked  or  noticed  that  any  of  the  other  cars  were  doing  the  same  thing.  I  was  kind  of....  I  was 
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listening  to  my  "Walkman"  and  I  was  just  listening  to  the  music  and  thinking  to  myself,  "Oh,  great,  I'm 
going  to  be  late  for  the  game,  cause  we're  going  to  be  stuck  on  the  bridge."  Uh,  and  just  about  the 
time,  you  know  those  twenty  seconds  in  there  are  all  mixed/mashed  together.  About  the  time  the 
bus  stopped,  I  just  heard  this  big  crash.  It  was  just  a  deafening  sound  and  I  looked  and  there  was 
the  upper  deck.  You  know,  at  that  angle. 

HH:     O.  K.,  you  were  going  eastbound  on  the  bridge,  correct? 

TB:  Yes. 

4 

HH:     And  the  bus  stopped  approximately  ten  feet? 

TB:     I  would  say  ten  feet. 

HH:     From  the  collapsed  section? 

TB:      From  the  collapsed  section. 

HH:     Were  there  any  other  vehicles  in  front  of  you? 

TB:     No,  there  were  no  vehicles  in  front  of  me.  There  was  a,  I  think,  one  or  two  vehicles  on  the  right 
side.  Uh,  one  of  the  first  things  I  did  once  I  helped  get  these  people  out  and  check  to  see  if  they 
were  medically  O.  K.  was  I  asked  them,  "Where  there  any  other  cars  involved?"  "Any  other  cars  in 
front  of  them?"  And,  their  response  was  there  was  one  van  on  the  lower  deck  that  had  just  made  it 
and  gotten  clipped  in  the  back  from  the  fallen  section  but  had  continued  on.  People  who  had 
come  from  the  upper  deck  said  they  were  the  only  persons/people  involved  in  that  section  when  it 
came  down.  i 

HH:     O.  K.,  what  lane  was  the  bus  in  that  you  were  riding  in? 

TB:      It  was  the  second  lane  from  the  left-hand  side  of  the  bridge.  I  think  there  are  four  to  five  lanes,  so  it 
was  the  second  lane. 

HH:     Approximately,  what  was  the  speed  of  the  vehicle  that  you  were  in? 

TB:      Uh,  I  really  can't  estimate.  I  dont  think  that  we  were  speeding.  Uh,  but  like  I  said,  we  were  just 
rocking  back  and  forth  so  I  would  assume  it  wasbetween,  you  know,  forth  and  fifty  miles  an  hour. 
Uh,  again  I  wasn't  really  paying  attention,  uh,  when  the  earthquake  had  hit  and  the  bus  was 
swerving  side  to  side.  I  really  wasn't,  you  know,  the  only  thing  that  was  on  my  mind  was  that,  "great, 
we've  blown  a  tire,  and  I'll  be  out  here  for  einother  hour  and  I'll  miss  the  beginning  of  the  game." 

HH:     O.  K.,  could  you  give  us  an  idea  of  the  traffic  conditions  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

TB:     O.  K.,  traffic  on  getting  on  the  bridge  it  was  a  little  tight  but  it  was  kind  of  strange.  That's  one 

thing  I  noticed  that  the  traffic  was  pretty  light.  Uh,  we  left  at  4:58,  right  around  there,  and  it  took  us 
about  five  minutes/six  minutes  to  get  where  we  were,  which  was  almost  off  the  Bay  Bridge  from  the 
Trans-Bay  Terminal  which  I,  when  I  think  atK)ut  it,  was  pretty  good  time  considering  it  was  5  o'clock 
on  a  Tuesday  evening  during  rush  hour,  so  traffic  was  light  and,  uh,  considering  only  two  cars  were 
involved  with  the  section  that  had  come  down,  I  really  consider  It  light  for  an  average  day. 

HH:     O.  K.,  and  you  proceeded  to  get  off  the  bus? 

TB:     Yeah,  I  immediately,  uh,  jumped  up,  told  people  not  to  panic,  uh,  the  bus  driver  hadn't  let  anybody  , 
off  the  bus  yet.  Uh,  I  guess  he  was  making  sure  the  bus  was  O.  K.,  that  his  passengers  were  O.  K., 
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but  he  hadnt  let  anytxxJy  off  the  bus.  Everybody  was  trying  to  get  off  the  back  door,  out  the  back 
door,  so  I  immediately  got  through  everytxxjy  and  ran  up  to  the  front  and  informed  them  that  I  was  a 

Marine  and  to  let  me  off  the  bus  and  he  immediately  opened  the  door.  I  ran  over  there  were  two 

cars  involved,  a  couple  in  the  red  car  had  gotten  out,  uh,  they  came  from  the  lower  deck,  and  then 
there  was  a  couple  in,  I  think  it  was  a  black  Mazda  or  a  dark  grey  Mazda.  Uh,  the  man  had  just  gotten 
out  but  the  woman  had  not  gotten  out  yet  so  I  grabbed  her  and  pulled  her  up  to  the  lower  deck 
because  there  was  about  four  feet  down  from  where  the  lower  deck  had  stopped  from  the  upper 
deck  coming  on  top. 

HH:     The  people  in  the  red  car,  were  they  on  you  say  they  had  gotten  out.... were  they  still  on  the 

collapsed  lower  deck  or  the  collapsed  upper  deck? 

TB:     They,  I  think  they  hit  the  crack  mayt>e  a  split  second  after  the  upper  deck  had  come  down  as  their 
car  had  just  gone  over  and  it  had  hit  the  upper  deck  at  an  angle  so  the  front  on  their  car  was  into  the 
upper  deck  and,  uh,  so  I  think  maybe  they  probably  went  into  that  crack  maybe  a  split  second 
before  the  upper  deck  had  crashed  down  on  the  lower  deck. 

HH:     O.  K. ,  but  what  I'm  trying  to  ask  you  is  were  they  still  in  this  crack  or  were  they  upon  your  stationary 
upper  deck? 

TB:      They  were  up  on  the  lower  deck  when  I  jumped  off  the  bus. 
HH:     They  had  already  gotten  out? 

TB:     They  had  already  gotten  out.  They,  uh,  and  the  driver  of  the  Mazda  had  gotten  out  but  the  woman 
on  ....  his  passenger  had  not.  She.. ...when  I  got  over  there,  she  had  just  crawled  out  from  the 
passenger  side. 

HH:     From  the  passenger  side? 

TB:     The  driver's  side  because,  uh,  the  passenger's  side  was  a  straight  drop  down  to  the  bay  because 
the  lower  section  had  split  in  two  pieces.... 

HH:     Urn,  urn. 

TB:     ...so  she  crawled  over  and,  uh,  I  just  got  down  on  my  knees  and  just  grabbed  her  and  yanked  her 
up  real  quick  and  asked  all  four  people  involved  if  they  were  medically  O.  K.  and  if  there  were  any 
other  cars  involved.  I  just  assumed  that  cars  had  fallen  down  into  the  bay  but  they  said  there  were 
no  other  cars  involved.  I  thought  for  sure  there  would  be  but  there  was... they  said  there  was  none, 
so  ...  Everything  was  O.  K.  at  that  tHne.  Uh.  what  I  tried  to  do  after  that  was  try  to  keep  crowd 
control.  There  was  a  lot  of  people  who  had  come  up  to  check,  to  offer  help.  There  was  a  lot  of 
people  who,  uh,  were  taking  photographs  thinking,  "this  is  my  big  chance  to  get  my  photographs  in 
Time  Magazine."  Uh,  but  I  was  just  trying  to  warn  people,  uh,  that  If  we  had  an  aftershock,  that  if 
you're  too  close  to  the  edge,  that  you  might  fall  in  and  fall  into  the  bay.  I  wasnt  telling  them  what  to 
do;  I  was  just  putting  that  in  the  back  of  their  mind.  Uh,  there's  a  lot  of  strange  things  occurring.  We 
had  mayt)e  three  or  four  people,  uh,  there  is  a  section  on  either  side  of  the  bridge  where  the  wires 
run  across.  On  one  side,  the  upper  deck  smashed  that  whole  side  out  but  the  other  side  was 

intact.  There  was  about  a  foot- wide  and  there  was  maytje  three  or  four  people  who  wanted 

to  get  to  Oakland  who  decided  to  crawl  across  that  fifty  feet  over  to  the  Oakland  side  of  the 
collapsed  section  and  walk  back.  Uh,  I  was  a  little  shocked  that  someone  would  do  that  but  a  lot  of 
weird  things  happen  when  you  have  a  catastrophe  like  that. 

HH:     O.  K.  Did  you  see  any  at  any  time  while  you  were  on  this  tower  deck,  any  Highway  Patrol  Officer 

come  to  you  or  anything? 
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TB:     I  think  maybe  half  an  hour  to  forty-five  minutes  afterwards,  I  think,  a  Highway  Patrol  Officer  had 
showed  up.  Initially  it  was  just  one  Officer,  uh.... 

HH:     On  the  lower  deck? 

TB:     On  the  lower  deck.  Uh,  that's  one  of  the  reasons  I  tried  to  take  control;  there  was  really  no  one  out 
there  who  was  taking  the  initiative  and  since  there  was  no  Officers  out  there  at  that  time,  I  thought, 
uh,  it  was  to  the  best  of  everybody's  advantage  that  someone  take  control  forwarn  people.  I  know 
one  of  the.... the  couple  in  the  red  car  had  wanted  to  get  back  into  their  car  because  they  had  a  lot 
of  money  in  traveler's  checks  and  all  their  travel  visas  in  there  and  I  told  them  that  I  would  watch  their 
car  because  they  were  aft'aid  that  someone  would  try  to  go  through  the  cars  and,  you  know,  steal, 
uh,  so  I  told  them  that  I  would  watch,  you  know,  the  area,  and  that  was  pretty  much  what  I  was  doing. 
But  I  think  it  was,  uh,  between  half  an  hour  and  forty-five  minutes  I  had  not  really  at  all  paid  attention 
to  my  watch  for  time  or  anything.  It  was,  uh,  a  lot  was  going  on  at  the  time  so,  uh,  the  time  was  not 
the  thing  I  was  paying  attention  but  it  was  about,  uh,  between  half  an  hour  and  forty-five  minutes 
after  the  earthquake  that  a  CHP  Officer  had  arrived. 

HH:     O.  K.  Did  he  make  any  statements  to  anybody  as  to  what  to  do? 

TB:     Yes,  when  he  came  up  I  had  told  him  that  I  ...what  I  was  doing,  what  had  happened.  He  immediately 
started  pushing  people  back  and  set  up  a  perimeter  line  maybe  a  hundred  to  two  hundred  feet 
back  from  the  initial  section  the  quake  had  fallen.  I  tokJ  him,  uh,  that,  uh,  I  tokJ  him  what  I  was  doing 
and,  you  know,  why  I  was  out  here  and  I  said  that  I  wanted  to  stay,  uh,  in  case  that  anybody  needs 
to  know  what  had  happened.  I  felt  I  had  seen  everything,  uh,  he  said  that  was  fine.  It  was  up  to  me. 
He  just  asked  me  to  get  on  either  side  of  the  perimeter  of  the  bridge,  uh,  and,  uh,  so  he  moved 
everybody  back  and,  you  know,  blocked  off  the  line  and  set  up,  I  guess,  a  police  line  you  would 
see  in  a  car  accident  and  only  letting  reporters,  people  with  press  passes  by. 

HH:     Was  this  Officer  a  motor  Officer? 

TB:     Yes,  he  was  a  motor  Officer. 

HH:     A  motor  Officer.  Did  he  direct  anytxxly  to  turn  around  and  go  back  to  San  Francisco  that  was  on  the 
lower  deck? 

TB:     Uh,  fi-om  my  point,  no.  I  didn't  see,  uh,  any  cars  turn  around.  People  were  asking  what  they  should 
do  and  initially  and  I  was  telling  people  they  should  get  t)ack  to  land,  leave  their  cars  there.  Leave 
their  keys  in  your  car  but  I  did  not  see  anybody,  uh,  until  much  later  on  when  the  Navy  personnel 
came  out  to  help  direct  traffic,  to  turn  traffic  around. 

HH:     Did  you  see  any  Caltrans  employees? 

TB:      I'm  not  sure  if  they're  Caltrans  employees;  there  were  some  people  who  had  showed  up  initially 
after  the  quake  to  check  to  see  if  anytxxjy  had  fallen  in  from  the  upper  deck  on  the  Oakland  side. 
Uh,  there  was  nobody,  no  Caltrans  employees  had  showed  up  on  the  k>wer  deck  from  where  I  was. 
Uh  

HH:     You  did  see  someone  on  the  upper  deck? 

TB:     Yeah,  I  did  see  someone  on  the  upper  deck  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  collapsed  section.  I  didnt 
see  a  Caltrans  uniform  or  anything  but  I  assumed  that  they  were,  uh... 
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HH:     How  was  that  person  dressed? 

H  TB:  They  had,  uh.  this  was,  they  had  like  a  suit  on.  It  wasnt  a  white  suit  though  but  it  was  kind  of  like  a 
blue  work  suit  on  and  they  immediately  had  come  over  and  asked  if  everyone  was  O.  K.  If  anyone 
had  fallen  to  the  bay.  If  there  were  any  injuries  and,  you  know,  if  we  needed  any  emergency  help. 
Uh,  again  all  the  answers  were  no,  uh,  until  the  red  Ford  came  over  from  the  upper  deck.  At  that 

time,  there  was  nobody  there  was  maybe  four  people,  I  was  with  four  other  people  when  that 

occurred.  Uh,  everybody  had  gone  their  ways.  Uh,  no  one  was  injured.  No  one  was  hurt.  No  one 
had  fallen  into  the  bay.  Everybody  thought  that  everything  was  O.  K.  We  got  away  clean. 

HH:     O.  K.,  now  you  made  mention  of  this  red  Ford?  What  did  you  see  there? 

H  TB:     Uh,  I  was  standing  there.  I....  This  was  maybe  ten  minutes  after  that  second  aftershock...  uh, 
I            everytxxly....  I  had  pretty  much  sent  everybody  back  towards,  uh.  Verba  Buena  Island.  A  lot  of 
I            people  felt  that  second  aftershock.  I  did  not.  So  everytjody  was  pretty  much  saying  well,  lets  get 
j            off  this  bridge  now,  you  know,  this  whole  bridge  can  come  down.  I  was  with  maybe  four  other 
"           people  at  that  time  when  I  heard  an  engine.  It  got  louder  and  all  of  a  sudden  I  looked  up  and  there 
was  the  underneath  of  the  engine  going  from  one  section  of  the  upper  deck  to  the  other  section. 
It  had  kind  of  went  up  and  kind  of  come  down  and  I  think  it  hooked  its  tires.  Uh,  there  was  no 
personnel  there  at  the  time  and  that  was  probably  the  most  upsetting  part  to  me  t>ecause 
everytxxjy  had  thought  everything  was  fine  and,  uh,  then  that  situation  had  occurred.  They  were 
going  between  forty  and  sixty  miles  an  hour,  I  had  estimated,  and  they  hit  that  section  of  the  bridge 
really  hard  and  I  knew  there  were  serious  injuries  cause  I  immediately  tried  to  yell  up  to  them,  "are 
you  O.  K.,  are  you  O.K.?"  and  got  no  response.  Uh,  within  a  couple  of  minutes,  uh,  there  were 
crews  up  there.  I  think  it  was  a  Caltrans  crew  with  a  tow  truck  and  other  people,  uh,  who  got  down 
and  hooked  up  the  towing  rig  to  the  back  of  the  car  and  pulled  the  car  up  to  the  upper  deck.  Uh, 
that  all  occurred  within  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  That  was  about  the  same  time  after  that  It  had 
occurred  was  about  the  same  time  that  the  CHP  Officer  had  showed  up.  I  think  he  had  just  gotten 
there  about  tfiat  time  when  they  were  hooking  up  that  rig.  You  can  put  that  into  

HH:     What  time  span  from  when  the  bridge  collapsed,  when  this  car  

TB:     That  was  between  half  an  hour  and  forty-five  minutes  after  the  initial  earthquake,  uh,  the  car  went 
over.  There  was  me,  and  mayt)e  four  other  people,  there  on  ...  we  had  no  way  of  getting  to  them 
but  within  a  couple  of  minutes  there  was  a  tow  truck  up  there  and  some  emergency  crews  and  then 
maybe  a  couple  of  minutes  later  when  they  were  still  working  on  the  car  is  when  the  CHP  Officer 
had  showed  up  on  the  motorcycle.  That  was  the  time....  and  at  that  time  when  that  occun-ed,  a  tot 
of  people  had  come  back  to  see  what  had  happened  and  that's  when  he  started  pushing 
everytxxjy  back  and  setting  up  the  police,  the  line  a  hundred  feet  back  about. 

HH:  What  lane  was  this  car  in  that  you  saw? 

TB:  It  was  in  the  far  right-hand  lane.  It .... 

HH:  If  you're  facing...? 

TB:  If  you're  facing  towards  Oakland,  it  was  in  the  last  lane. 

HH:  On  the  upper  deck? 

TB:  On  the  upper  deck,  going  the  wrong  direction,  back  towards  Oakland. 

HH:  And  you  estimate  the  speed  to  be  between  forty  to  sixty  miles  per  hour? 
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TB:      Forty  to  sixty  miles  per  hour. 

HH:     Could  you  see  the  Ixake  lights  at  all  on  that  car? 

TB:      Uh,  no.  Uh,  my  initial  response  was  that  the  person  tried  to  jump  it.  I  think  I  was  somewhat  fooled 
by  where  I  was  underneath  the  upper  deck.  As  it  got  louder  it  sounded  like  it  was  going  faster.  I'm 
not  sure  if  that  is  what  happened.  Uh,  I  think  if  someone  had  tried  to  jump  the  spans  he  would  have 
been  going  a  lot  faster.  Again,  he  was  going  all  of  forty  to  fifty  miles  an  hour  and  I  did  not  notice  any 
brake  lights  on.  Again,  it  all  happened  within  a  split  second.  Uh,  the  car  going  over  and  seeing  car 
and  seeing  the  car  hit  the  other  section,  other  side  of  the  bridge  and  then  going  up  and  hooking  its 
tires  in. 

HH:  O.  K.  You  heard  the  engine  noise  itself? 
TB:     Oh  yeah,  I  heard  the  engine  itself.  Uh.... 

HH:     Did  it  sound  like  the  vehicle  was  accelerating,  traveling  at  a  constant  speed? 

TB:      I  think  it  was  a  constant  speed.  I  think  what  threw  me  off  was  tjeing  underneath  the  bridge  and 
hearing  a  car  going  towards  an  open  gap  as  it  got  louder  so  the  engine  got  louder.  Again,  it  was 
maybe  three  to  four  seconds  that  I  heard  this  and  then,  boom,  the  car  was  over  and  it  hit  the  upper 
deck  of  the  other  side  and  hooked  on  within  ten  seconds. 

HH:     Could  you  see  which  side  of  the  car  hit  first?  What  part  of  the  car  hit  the....? 

TB:     The  front  of  the  car  hit  the  collapsed  upper  deck  section  where  it  had  broken  down.  It  hit,  it  went  up 
and  then  where  the  section  had  broken,  there  was  maytje  a  foot  gap,  uh,  where  it  came  down  like 
at  the  angle.  It  hit  right  below  that,  uh,  went  up  and  then  came  back  down  and  hooked  into  that 
cracked  section,  the  broken  area  which  had  fallen  down. 

HH:     O.  K.  Right  after  the  earthquake  and  the  collapse  of  the  bridge,  you  helped  the  one  female  up 
from  the  you  say  Mazda? 

TB:     Yeah.  A  grey  Mazda. 

HH:     Did  anytxKjy  indicate  they  had  any  injuries  to  you  at  that  time? 

TB:     At  that  time,  uh,  no  I'd  ask  them  if  they  felt  O.  K.  All  I  noticed  was  that  the  driver  in  the  Mazda  had  a 
cut  lip.  Uh,  I  think  they  were  in  shock  definitely  but  they  were  walking.  They  were  pretty  shaken  up, 
probably  some  bumps  and  bruises.  But  the  initial...  at  that  time  I  did  not  get  any  response  of  any 
major  injuries,  uh  

HH:     Did  you  have  to  provide  any  first  aid? 

TB:     No,  that's  why  I  was,  uh,  really  happy  eind  then  greatly  disappointed  when  that  woman  drove  over 
the  break  because  there  v^ere  no  injuries.  It  comes  to  my  understanding,  that  the  woman  that  I  did 
help  pull  up  did  have  a  broken  back  and  walked  all  the  way  back  to  San  Francisco  with  that  broken 
back.  But,  again,  I  think  she  was  in  shock.  At  the  time,  with  all  the  commotion  I  didnt  realize  it  and  I 
think  It  was  to  her  best  that  she  had  gotten  off  that  bridge  cause  she  was  really  upset. 

HH:     From  your,  from  where  you  were  standing,  was  there  an  opening  to  the  bay  at  all? 

TB:     From  where  I  was  standing,  there  was,  uh  
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HH:     Between  where  the  upper  deck  comes  down  and  the  lower  deck  Is  down,  you're  now  standing  on 
the  lower  deck,  between  north  and  south  was  there  any  opening? 

TB:      Yes.  there  was  an  opening  on  the  lower  deck  had  split  in  half  on  ...there  was  maybe  a  three  foot, 

two  to  three  foot  gap  in  between  the  two  sections  of  the  lower  deck  so  it  was  all  one  piece  and 
when  the  upper  deck  came  down  it  split  like  this  when  it  hit. 

HH;     That  opening  runs  east  and  west? 

TB:  Yeah 

HH:     Was  there  an  opening  north  and  south? 

TB:     North  and  south?  I  think  there  was  maybe  a  little  gap,  half  a  foot  at  the  most  from  where  the  lower 
deck  had  hooked  onto  the  metal  supports  underneath  on... where  the  bridge  had  split  was  a 
section  of  the  bottom  cement  support.  I  think  that  was  the  reason  that  the  whole  section  probably 
didn't  fall  down  to  the  bay  was  that  it  hooked  on  there.  It  wasnt  a  very  wide  gap.  Like  I  say,  maybe 
half  a  foot. 

HH:     O.  K. ,  going  back  to  the  accident,  which  was  approximately  thirty  to  forty-five  minutes  after  the  initial 
quake,  in  the  vehicle  could  you  see  how  many  people  were  in  that  vehicle? 

TB:     No.  I  could  not  see,  uh,  how  many  p>eople  were  in  that  vehicle  on.... I  knew  there  was  two  people,  at 
least  two  people  involved  when  the  crews  came  running  out  because  the  passenger  tried  to  open 
his  door  and  the  car  started  shaking  and  we  immediately  yelled,  "dont  move,  just  stay  where  you 

I are,"  because  we  had  no  idea  that  if  with  a  little  movement  that  car  would  have  fallen  down  and  I 
don't  think  it  would  have  hit  the  bay  but,  you  know,  it  could  have  slipped  through  on       I  knew 
there  was  at  least  two  people  involved  that  there  was  a  driver  and  a  passenger  but,  uh,  I  didnt  know 
if  there  was  any  other  passengers  at  the  time. 

HH:     O.  K.,  now,  this  Officer  that  come  a  short  time  after  the  accident,  how  was  he  dressed? 

TB:     He  was  dressed,  uh,  gosh,  I  think  he  had  a  short-sleeve  shirt  on  with  a  tie.  I  think  it  was  a  bow 
actually;  a  blue  tx)w.  Uh,.... 

HH:     What  cotor  uniform? 

TB;     It  was,  uh,  it  was  a  standard,  I  think  it  was  a  tan,  a  tan  coat,  uniform.  Uh,  the  standard  CHP 
motorcycle  officer  uniform  with  the  boots  with  the  helmet  on. 

t 

■HH:     Do  you  have  any  questions? 

DT:     You  say  the  Officer  was  wearing  a  bow  tie,  uh,  are  you  sure  of  the  bow  tie? 

JB;     I'm  pretty  sure,  uh,  a  little  while,  maybe  a  fialf  an  hour  after  that  is  when  some  more  Officers  started 
|i         showing  up  but  I'm  pretty  sure  it  was  a  bow  tie. 

DT:     O.  K.,  this  Officer  that  was  there  initially,  did  you  notice  anything  like  a  large  radio  hanging  from  his 
waistband  or  any  of  this  nature? 

TB:     Uh,  no.  I  didn't  notice  anything  of  that  nature.  I  knew  he  had  his  gun. 


DT: 


On  the  opposite  side  of  his  gun,  you  didnt  any  large,  tall  package  or....? 
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TB:     No,  not  off-hand,  I'm  not  positive  at>out  that. 

DT:     You  said  you  were  standing  there  when  the  car  on  the  upper  deck  crashed  in,  you  were  standing 
with  three  or  four  people,  do  you  know  who  those  people  are? 

TB:      No  idea. 

DT:     They  weren't  any  of  the  people  out  of  the  cars  that  you  saw  below? 
TB:     No,  I  think  they  were  just  gawkers,  coming  to  see  what  had  happened. 

DT:     All  right.  You  mentioned  helping  the  passenger  out  of  the  grey  car,  what  did  you  have  to  do  to  help 
her  up? 

TB:      Urn,  all  I  had  to  do  is,  uh,  I  got  down  on  my  knee  and,  uh,  reached  over,  grabbed  her  arm  and,  uh, 
yanked  her  up  real  quick. 

DT:     You  used  an  arm-on-arm  to  lift? 

TB:  Yeah. 

DT:     At  no  time  did  you  have  to  go  over  the  edge  to  reach  her  or  anything? 
TB:     No  time.  Just  leaning  over  on  my  knee,  pulling  up. 

DT:     How  did  the  gentlemen  that  was  driving  the  car  get  up?  Did  he  climb  up  by  hinfiself  or  did 
somebody  help  him? 

TB:     Yes,  uh,  he  climbed  up  by  himself.  There  was....  what  I  noticed  was  I  think  there  was  one  or  two 

cars  involved  right  in  front  where  the  section  collapsed.  Those  people  were  gone.  I  doni ...  I  think 
the  first  few  rows  of  people  were  so  shocked,  so  scared  that  they  just  hightailed  it.  Uh,  I  know 
initially  that,  uh,  within  the  first  twenty  seconds  that  I  was  the  only  person  out  there  to  help. 

DT:     O.  K.,  you  said  the  couple  got  out  of  the  red  car  by  themselves.  Did  you  notice  how  they  got  out? 
Did  they  climb  over  the  car? 

TB:     No,  I  did  not  notice;  they  were  already  out  of  the  car  when  I  had  gotten  out  and  he  was  already  out 
of  the  car  when  I  had  gotten  out  so.... 

DT:  The  gal  that  you  helped  climb  up,  she  had  no  physical  obvious  injuries,  cuts? 

TB:  No  physical  obvious  injuries.  The  only  physical  injury  that  I  noticed  was  a  cut  lip. 

DT:  That  was  on  the  driver? 

TB:  That  was  on  the  driver  of  the  grey  Mazda.  That  was  the  only  physical  injury  that  you  coukl  see. 

DT:  That  answers  my  questions.  You  covered  most  of  the  points  that  I  needed. 

HH:  I  tried  to. 

DT:  I  thought  you  were  the  way  you  were  going  through  some  of  the  questions  I  know  doni  pertain  to 
yours. 
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HH:     What  about  on  the  bus,  did  you  know  anybody  else  that  was  riding  on  that  bus  that  you  were  on? 

TB:      Uh,  no.  Uh,  I  just  had  moved  to  Oakland.  The  only  person  I  probably  know  by  name  is  the  bus 
driver.  Uh,  because  I  got  to  talking  to  him  later  on  in  the  evening  when  we  drove  back.  I  think  his 
name  was  »•.'.».. 

HH:     O.  K.,  this  will  conclude  the  taped  interview  with  Mr.'  .....  The  approximate  time  is  1 026 
hours. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 


I 


1 


L  ORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

05AN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS 


Page  198 


W-5,  ,  was  interviewed  on  December  1 ,  1989  and  again  on  January  3,  1990.  On 

Decennber  1 , 1989,  he  was  interviewed  by  Investigators  Jim  Mengle  and  Sally  Mitchell.  This  interview 
began  at  0926  and  was  conducted  at  '.California.  The  January  3, 1990,  interview 

was  conducted  via  telephone  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  and  began  at  1455  hours.  The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  those  interviews. 

December  1.  1989 

IDENTIFICATION: 

JM:  Investigator  Jim  Mengle 
SM:  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell 

JM:       The  date  is  Friday,  December  1, 1989.  This  is  Officer  Jim  Mengle,  Califomia  Highway  Patrol.  I  am 

at  Oakland  and  I'll  be  interviewing  ***.*•).  The  time 

is  approximately  0926  hours.  Also  present  is  Salty  Mitchell,  California  Highway  Patrol. 

JM;  Bruce,  just  state  your  name  for  the  tape  please. 
BB:  ....... 

JM:  Bruce,  you  work  for  ........  Is  that  correct? 

BB:  That  is  correct. 

JM:  And  on  October  17th,  were  you  driving  an  •  *  Ambulance? 

BB:  Yes. 

JM:  Coukj  you  tell  me  where  you  were  at  that  time? 

BB:  We  were  about  a  quarter  mile  east  of  YBI  -  Treasure  Island. 

JM:  And  what  were  you  doing  there  at  that  time? 

BB:  We  were  just  coming  back  from  a  call  in  the  City.  We  had  dropped  off  our  patient  in  the  City  and 
were  returning  back  to  the  East  Bay. 

JM:       So  you  were  on  the  lower  deck,  eastbound? 

BB:       That's  correct. 

JM:       And  this  is  the  approximate  location  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

BB:      Well,  when  the  earthquake  began  I  assume  we  were  in  the  YBI  Tunnel  because  our  dispatcher  -  as 
soon  as  we  came  out  of  the  tunnel  -  had  said  that  there  had  been  an  earthquake. 

JM:       And  you  were  driving  the  ambulance?  And  who  was  also  present  in  the  ambulance? 

! 
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BB:       *******  was  the  attendant  EMI  and  *  *  *  *  *  'was  my  trainee.  And  there  was  also  a 
nurse  ride-along  fronr)  Alta  Bates. 

JM:  Do  you  know  her  name? 

BB:  No,  I  dont  know  her  name. 

JM:  OK.  And  how  often  do  you  use  this  route  would  you  say? 

BB:  Per  week?  Oh  

SM:  Yeah.  Per  week  is  fine. 

BB:  For  a  week,  I'd  say  maybe  twice;  twice  a  week  we  go  over  to  San  Francisco. 

JM:  OK.  And  can  you  tell  me  what  the  traffic  conditions  were  at  that  time?  Light,  moderate,  heavy? 

BB:  Traffic  was  moderately  heavy. 

JM:  And  do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  in? 

BB:  We  were  in  the  #3  lane. 

JM:  That  would  be  the  third  lane  from  the  left? 

BB:  Correct. 

JM:  And  about  what  speed  were  you  going? 

BB:  Traffic  was  going  at  about  45;  45  miles  an  hour. 

JM:  And  so  there  were  a  total  of  four  people  in  the  ambulance? 

BB:  Correct. 

JM:  Do  you  remember  the  unit  number  of  the  ambulance? 

BB:  Yeah.  It's-  *  *  *  • 

JM:  OK.  And  what  was  the  first  indication  to  you,  Bruce,  that  something  was  wrong? 

BB:      Well,  I  knew  something  was  wrong  when  our  dispatchers  came  over  the  radio  and  they  told  us  that 
there  had  been  an  earthquake.  And  as  soon  as  we  came  around  the  YBI  bend,  traffic  was  at  a 
stop.  There  were  hundreds  of  people  running  westbound  in  all  the  lanes  going  back  towards 
Treasure  Island  saying  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  and  there  was  multiple  injuries  and  that's 
when  we  knew  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 

JM:  And  at  that  point,  you  were  stopped?  You  were  east  of  the  tunnel? 

BB:  Con-ect. 

JM:  Could  you  see  the  break  ahead  of  you  or  not? 

BB:  Ummm,  we  could  see  the  break.  We  could  see  something  -  We  could  see  the  upper  deck  to  the 
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lower  deck,  but  it  was      We  were  about,  I'd  say,  at  least  400  yards  from  the  break. 

JM.       Did  you  feel  tfie  earthquake  at  all  in  the  ambulance? 

BB:      A  little  bit  of  swaying.  I  noticed  it  was  a  little  bit  swaying  and  maybe  like  I  had  a  flat  tire. 
JM:       Would  that  be  swaying  from  side  to  side  or  

BB:       It  was  a  side  to  side  motion.  It  was  really  brief.  I  mean,  you  couldnt  even  tell  t>ecause  at  that  point 
we  were  still  moving.  When  we  stopped,  it  had  happened  already. 

JM:       At  that  point  when  you  felt  this,  were  you  in  the  tunnel? 

BB:       I  believe  we  were  in  the  tunnel.  Just  when  we  came  out  is  when  it  was  over,  I  believe. 

JM:       So  after  you  came  out  of  the  tunnel,  then  all  the  cars  ahead  of  you  had  come  to  a  stop  -  At  one 
point,  they  came  to  a  stop? 

BB:  Right. 

JM:       I  take  it  then  that  people  were  stopping  their  cars  and  abandoning  their  cars  and  running  back 
towards  the  easttx)und  

BB:       Right,  right.  Yeah,  westbound  towards  YBI. 

JM:       Westbound?  OK.  Tell  me  what  you  did  then.  What  was  the  next  thing? 

BB:      The  next  thing  was  I  contacted  my  dispatcher  to  let  them  know  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 
Also,  everytxxjy  was  swarming  around  the  amtxilance,  you  know.  They  wanted  information. 
They  wanted  to  know  where  to  go.  To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  we  told  them  for  their  safety's 
sake  to  move  to  Yert>a  Buena  Island,  Treasure  Island,  to  regroup  -  You  know,  get  everybody 
together  over  there.  They'd  have  some  kind  of  a  staging  area.  Because  we  didn't  know  the  true 
extent  of  the  damage  to  the  bridge  and  we  didnt  know  how  stable  the  bridge  was,  so  we  had  told 
the  people  to  go  to  YBI  because  we  knew  there  were  people  back  there. 

JM:       And  then  at  some  point  did  you  move  the  ambulance  up  towards  the  break? 

BB:      No.  We  left  -  The  vehicle  was  stationary  from  when  we  stopped  in  traffic  because  there  was 
absolutely  no  way  to  move  the  ambulance. 

JM:       So  did  you  walk  up  to  the  break  and  then  see  that  

BB:      At  that  time,  ten  minutes  had  gone  by  and  I  talked  to  the  one  EMT.  my  partner,  and  told  him  that 

he  should  stay  with  the  rig  with  the  trainee  and  the  nurse  and  I  from  Alta  Bates  took  a  stretcher  and 
trauma  box,  some  oxygen,  up  to  the  part  where  It  was  collapsed. 

JM:       How  far  was  that  from  your  ambulance  would  you  say? 

BB:      400  yards,  somewhere  around  there. 

JM:       And  tell  me  what  you  observed  when  you  got  up  to  the  break. 


BB: 


When  I  got  to  the  break,  I  saw  --  There  were  people  that  were  coming  up  that  were  saying  all  the 
injured  people  had  been  evacuated  from  there;  all  the  water  mains  were  broken  off  the  tops  of  the 
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-- 1  mean  sheered  off.  The  top  platform  was  sitting  on  the  bottom  platform.  There  were  two  cars 
that  were  wedged  in  the  crack;  no  people  in  the  vehicles.  There  were  a  lot  of  people  standing 
around  and  there  was  a  lot  of  electrical  wires  in  the  water  that  the  main  had  caused  when  it  broke;  a 
lot  of  water  on  the  ground.  I  told  some  people  to  move  away  from  that  area.  I  believe  there  was  a 
doctor  that  was  down  there  that  had  taken  a  patient  out  of  one  of  the  vehicles  and  walked  him 
back  with  the  crowd.  We  didn't  see  that.  But  there  were  no  injuries  as  far  as  we  could  see  on  the 
bottom  platform. 

JM:      Could  you  see  any  wrecked  cars? 

BB:      There  were  -  Like  I  said,  there  were  two  cars  that  were  wedged  inside  the  platform  where  it  had 
collapsed  -  teeter-tottering. 

SM:      How  did  you  get  around  to  the  other  side  to  see  those?  I  mean,  wouldn't  that  section  be  between 
you  and  those  cars?  I  mean  did  you  crawl  around  on  the  perimeter  of  the  bridge  to  look  at  those 
cars? 

BB:      Well  see,  the  thing  is  that  ~  OK.  This  is  Treasure  Island  back  here,  right?  The  top  platform 

collapsed  to  the  bottom  platform.  The  bottom  platfonm  collapsed  down  so  actually  when  we  were 
looking  eastbound,  we  were  looking  at  the  collapsed  part  and  the  two  cars  were  sheered,  you 
know  -  wedged  -  in  between. 

SM:      What  direction  were  they  -  They  were  heading  then  west? 

BB:      They  were  heading  eastbound.  Those  cars  that  were  wedged  were  eastbound  because  the  top 
platform  came  down  on  the  bottom  platform. 

SM:      OK.  So  they  were  on  the  bottom  deck  heading  eastbound?  And  the  structure  came  down  on  top 
of  them? 

BB:       Right.  And  the  two  cars  were  wedged  inside  the  crack. 

JM:       Could  you  describe  these  cars  at  all?  The  colors  or  makes,  or  

BB:      There  was  a  red  -  either  a  Daihatsu  or  a  Toyota.  It  was  some  kind  of  little  coupe  or  something. 

And  the  other  car  was  either  a  black  or  a  blue  ~  What  was  it?  Maybe  like  a  Ford  -  some  kind  of  Ford, 
an  Omni  or  what  do  you  call  those  large  -  Not  an  Escort,  but  a      One  up  from  that. 

JM:  It  was  a  medium-sized  car  then? 

BB:  Right,  a  medium-sized  car.  I'm  not  

SM:  A  Taurus  mayt)e? 

BB:  Yeah,  something  like  that.  I'm  not  too  specific.  I  mean,  I  wasnt  paying  too  much  to  detail  at  the 
time. 

JM:  Did  you  contact  any,  or  treat  any,  of  the  injured  people  that  were  in  these  cars? 

BB:  No,  no. 

JM:  How  about  the  nurse? 

BB:  No.  By  the  time  we  got  up  there,  ten  -  fifteen  minutes  had  gone  by.  The  people  that  were  there. 
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we  understood  from  the  other  bystanders,  had  already  been  treated  and  some  of  the  people  had 
just  walked  away  from  the  scene  of  the  accident. 

JM:       Was  there  any  other  rescue  personnel  there,  or  medical  personnel  there  when  you  were  there? 

BB:       At  the  time,  there  was  a  doctor  who  introduced  himself  as  a  doctor  -  I  didnt  look  at  his  credentials. 
He  said  he  hadn't  treated  anybody.  The  Coast  Guard  was  down  below  on  the  Bay  Bridge  and 
there  was  a  Coast  Guard  helicopter  hovering  over  the  bridge  at  that  time.  But  that  was  the  only 
medical  personnel  I  could  see. 

SM:      Did  anybody  ask  you  for  medical  treatment  at  that  time?  Did  those  people  that  were  in  the  cars 
come  and  ask  you  for  treatment? 

BB:      One.  One  person  came  back  that  asked  for  medical  attention  and  which  Reggie  or  .  ♦  .  .  . 
treated.  My  concem  was  to  get  to  the  part  that  was  collapsed  to  see  for  myself  if  there  were  any 
injuries.  Because  we  were  told  that  there  were  some  people  that  were  hurt  up  there.  So  that's 
why  we  went  up  there. 

SM:  From  the  top  deck? 

BB:  Right,  right. 

JM:  So  Reggie  or  Mike  contacted  one  of  these  individuals  that  was  hurt? 

BB:  Well,  walking  wounded  -  Yes. 

JM:  OK.  So  they  waJked  to  where  the  ambulance  was?  Was  It  a  male  or  a  female? 

BB:       I  believe  it  was  a  female.  I  believe  it  was  a  female.  I  myself  was  trying  to  get  through  the  people. 
The  people  were  coming  towards  us  in  large  numbers  and  everything  was  so  chaotic  that  all  I 
could  do  was  select  and  direct.  And  I  told  Mr.  ♦  •  •  to,  you  know,  take  care  of  this  lady  and  that 
we  wanted  to  get  up  to  the  break  of  the  bridge. 

JM:       So  from  the  time  your  ambulance  initially  stopped  in  the  traffic,  you  walked  up  -  You  said  maybe 
400  yards?  -  to  the  break.  After  you  had  cleared  the  scene  then,  how  did  you  exit  off  of  the  

SM:      Wait  -  Can  I       You  got  up  to  the  top  deck  though?  Did  you  continue  to  try  to  get  to  the  break 

from  the  top  deck? 

BB:       Right.  I  tried  to  get  to  the  top  deck  and  from  my  point  of  view,  where  I  looked  at  it,  there  was  no  ~  I 
mean,  I  could  have  done  it  myself.  There  was  nobody  on  the  top  deck  that  I  could  see  that  was 
waving  for  any  kind  of  medical,  you  know,  help.  I  thought  in  my  best  interests  that  I  wouldn't  put 
myself  in  danger  of  crossing  the  bridge  because  there  was  a  lot  of  electrical  lines  that  were 
completely  snapped.  I  didnt  know  if  the  power  was  still  on.  I  didnt  know  how  stable  the  structure 
was,  so  I  wasnt  going  to  climb  across  it. 

SM:      How  could  you  get  a  perspective  of  the  top  deck?  I  mean,  were  you  on  the  very  side  railing,  or  

BB:      Well,  what  happened  was  from  the  bottom  deck,  I  could  see  the  top  deck  and  then  from  the  side 
deck  - 1  climbed  up  on  the  side  rail  on  the  ladder.  And  you  know,  I  could  see  what  was  going  on 
from  the  side. 


SM: 


OK,  that's 
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JM:       OK.  Turn  off  the  tape.  OK.  We'll  go  back  on  the  tape  at  0939  hours.  We're  continuing  with  *  *  * 
*  *  *  . 

SM:  OK.  So  you  were  telling  me  that  you  couldn't  see  anything,  anybody  injured  and  nobody  was 
climbing  down  so  at  that  point  then,  you  returned  back  to  

BB:      Right.  We  returned  back  to  the  ambulance. 

JM:       How  did  you  exit  off  of  the  bridge  then  once  you  got  back  to  the  ambulance? 

BB:      At  that  time  the  CHP  had  most  vehicles  turning  around  going  westbound  in  the  opposite  direction 
on  the  lower  platfomn  to  Treasure  Island,  onto  Treasure  Island,  and  then  up  to  the  upper  deck  of 
the  Bay  Bridge  and  continuing  westbound  to  San  Francisco. 

JM:       So  you  got  to  Treasure  Island  going  the  wrong  way  through  the  tunnel? 

BB:  Right. 

JM:  And  then  you  got  turned  around  and  got  up  on  the  top  deck  and  then  were  going  the  correct 
direction  to  get  off  of  the  bridge?  You  were  going  westbound  on  the  top  deck? 

BB:  Con-ect  -  That's  correct. 

JM:  And  who  instructed  you  to  go  to  the  Island?  Was  that  

BB:  Highway  Patrol. 

JM:  And  was  that  an  officer  in  a  car,  or  a  motorcycle,  or      Could  you  tell  me  that? 

BB:  Uhhh  -  When  we  were  tuming  around,  I  believe  there  was  a  Highway  Patrolman  in  a  vehicle.  It 
wasnt  a  motorcycle.  There  was  a  motorcycle  cop  on  the  platform  when  it  collapsed,  but  I  don't 
believe  he  was  the  one  that  was  turning  us  around.  It  was  some  other  CHP. 

JM:       Did  you  see  anytxxJy  else  directing  traffic  on  the  bridge  or  on  the  Island? 

BB:      There  were  some  Navy  personnel  that  were  directing  traffic  on  Treasure  Island. 

JM:       And  approximately  where  on  Treasure  Island?  Could  you  tell  me? 

BB:      Sure.  I  don't  know  how  to  describe  this.  Well,  just  as  you  come  out  of  the  tube  of  YBI,  on  the  left 
hand  side  there's  some  kind  of  exit.  OK?  That's  the  place  where  people  were  coming  westlwund 
to  get  on  to  Treasure  Island  to  get  to  go  on  the  upper  deck  to  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  I  dont 
know  if  that's  an  exit  or  anything,  but  it  was  right  across  from  where  the  Coast  Guard  islcind  is,  or 
where  the  Coast  Guard  station  is  there. 

JM:       And  how  were  the  -  These  Coast  Guard  or  Navy  personnel  -  They  were  directing  traffic? 

BB:      Well,  there  were  some  in  there  directing  traffic.  They  weren't  all  Navy  personnel. 

JM:       Was  there  --  Did  they  appear  to  be  military  police,  or  did  you  see  any  citizens  directing  traffic? 

BB:  I  didn't  really  see  any  citizens  directing  traffic.  I  just  remember  a  few  Navy  people  and  maybe  one 
Highway  Patrolman  that  put  down  some  flares  and  made  a  pattem  so  you  could  see  directly,  how 
to  get  on  the  Island  and  up  to  the  deck. 
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JM:       So  then  you  got  off  of  the  island.  You  were  routed  to  the  upper  deck  westbound  and  then  you 
went  into  San  Francisco? 

BB:  Correct. 

SM:      That's  about  it  I  think.  Because  the  other  questions  wouldn't  apply  because  he  was  on  the  other 
side. 

JM:       Very  good.  Well,  we  thank  you  very  much  for  helping  I'm  turning  the  tape  off  at  0942  hours. 

END  OF  DECEMBER  1.  1989.  INTERVIEW 

BEGINNING  OF  JANUARY  3,  1990,  INTERVIEW 

January  3.  1990 

IDENTIFICATION: 

GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill 
BB:  

GM:      I'm  George  Morrill.  I'm  an  investigator  with  the  California  Highway  Patrol  and  I've  been  assigned  an 
investigation  stemming  from  the  esirthqucike. 

BB:  Right. 

GM:      Now.  on  let's  see  what  date  it  was.  on  December  1st.  two  of  the  investigators  that  were  working 

with  me.  Sally  Mitchell  and  Jim  Mengle,  came  by  your  business  and  interviewed  you  regarding  this 
incident. 

BB:       That's  correct. 

GM:      And  I  think  you  may  have  been  the  first  person  they  interviewed  then  they  talked  to  *  *  *  * 


BB:       Urn.  uh. 

GM:      When  they  talked  to  •  *  •  *  *  •  *  .  he  gave  them  some  information  and  I'm  going  through  the 
files  now  and  that's  when  I  located  the  information,  he  indicated  during  his  interview  that  both  you 
and  he,  when  you  were  leaving  the  bridge,  and  it's  my  understanding  that  you  were  the  driver  of 
the  ambulance  

BB:       That's  correct. 

GM:      ...  And  you  were  using  Treasure  Island,  or  YBI.  to  go  from  the  lower  deck  up  to  the  upper  deck? 
BB:  Yes. 
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GM:      Somewhere  in  that  vicinity,  you  thought  you  saw  the  car  that  eventually  went  the  wrong  direction 
on  the  upper  deck,  and  was  the  one  that  crossed  the  open  span  and  collided  with  the  span  on  the 
other  side  and  killed  a  lady. 

BE:       Right,  you  see,  that's  not  true  because  by  the  time  all  that  was  done,  I  mean,  that  was  two  hours 
post  earthquake,  I  mean,  uh,  well,  while  we  were  below  span  .... 

GM:  Yes. 

BB:      You  see,  that  would  have  been  many  hours  that  have  gone  by,  the  Highway  Patrol  was  turning 
everybody  around  but  we  did  hear  that  vehicle  hit  the  span  on  the  upper  deck,  but  I  did  not  see 
that  vehicle  turn  around,  or  hit,  but  we  did  hear  the  car  go  over  it,  and  then  heard  the  collision  into 
the  bridge. 

GM:      You  were  still  down  on  the  lower  deck? 
BB:      That's  correct. 

GM:      You  were  still  gridlocked  in  traffic  at  that  time? 

BB:      Right.  At  that  time,  at  the  time  that  vehicle  went  over,  uh,  I  was  walking  with  some  equipment  to 
the  break  in  the  span,  trying  to  help  extricate  some  people  out  of  there. 

GM:      Had  you  been  up  to  the  collapsed  section  yet  when  you  heard  that  collision? 

BB:       No,  when  that  vehicle  went  by,  I  heard  the  vehicle.  It  was  a  high-speed  vehicle.  It  went  across  the 
opposite  side  on  the,  going  the  opposite  direction,  uh,  you  know,  that  it  normally  goes,  going 
westbound  on  the  upper  deck. 

GM:       Urn,  Um. 

BB:       ....  And  I  heard  the  vehicle  crash  and  then  ....  I  was  atwut  probably  200  yards  from  the  actual  break 
in  the  span  and  it  took  me  about  four  or  five  minutes,  uh,  to  get  to  the  actual  break. 

GM:  Then  where  was  the  car  at  that  time? 

BB:  The  car  that  crashed? 

GM:  Yes. 

BB:  On  the  upper  deck? 

GM:  Yes. 

BB:  That  was,  uh,  had  smashed  into  the  span. 

GM:  And  that's  the  crash  you're  telling  me  you  heard? 

BB:  Right. 

GM:  But  you  didnl  see  it? 
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BB:       I  didnl  witness  It.  but  I  heard  the  car  go  by  and  then  heard  rt  crash.  And  then  that's  when  some 
other  people  had  already,  they  had  extricated  this  lady,  or,  and  I  believe  there  was  another 
passenger  in  the  vehicle  as  well.  They  had  extricated  the  lady  and  were  doing  CPR  on  her  on  the 
upper  deck,  which  I  could  see  from  the  lower  span,  but  I  couldnt  go  across  because  there  were 
too  many  wires  and  water  mains  that  were  broken. 

GM:      Um,  Um.  When  you  saw  the  extrication,  when  you  saw  them  doing  CPR  on  the  upper  deck  to  her, 
was  that  when  you  first  an-ived  at  the  collapse? 

BB:      Yeah,  It  was  like,  yeah,  yeah.  I  couldnt  get  up  there.  I  wanted  to  go  up  there  but  I  couldnt  get  up 
there. 

GM:      OK.  Do  you  have  any  idea  what  time  it  was  when  you  heard  this  car  on  the  upper  deck,  then  you 
heard  the  collision? 

BB:       I  wouW.  well.  I  can  give  you,  I  mean,  a  guess-ti-male.  I  would  say  it  would  probably  be  two  to  three 
minutes  after  the  actual  quake.  Maybe  even  a  little  bit  longer,  mayt>e  five  minutes  after  the  initial 
quake.  That  would  be  my  guess. 

GM:      OK.  When  I  was  reading  the  interview  with  Reggie,  that  he  gave  with  the  two  officers  that 
interviewed  you,  and  he  indicated  that  you  had  thought  you  had  seen  the  car. 

BB:       No.  I  couldnt  have.  I  was  on  the  bottom  deck. 

GM:      OK.  Yeah,  the  way  he.  uh.  lead  them  to  believe  was  that  you  were  going  from  the  lower  deck  to 
the  upper  deck  and  that  when  you  were  leaving  the  bridge,  and  that  you  saw  the  car,  but  he  was 
describing  the  location  where  you  saw  it,  or  where  he  saw  It,  was  somewhere  on  the  bridge  closer 
to  San  Francisco  where  there  is  a  center  divider  section. 

BB:       Uh,  uh. 

GM:      And  I  just,  I  was  having  difficulty  with  that. 
BB:  Right. 

GM:      They  were  trying  to  pinpoint  him  as  to  where  It  was  but  they  werent  familiar  with  the  bridge  and 
apparently  he  wasnt  either. 

BB:       No,  I'm  pretty  familiar  with  the  bridge.  I  mean,  not  as  much  as  you  are,  Ixjt,  I  mean  I  know  where  I 

was  at  and  I  knew  what  was  my  sunroundings,  what  was  going  on,  so,  uh,  yeah,  by  the  time,  see  by 
the  time  that  you  guys  were  turning  around  traffic .... 


GM:  Yes. 

BB:       It  had  been  a  good  hour  to  two  hours,  you  know,  before  we  even  went  from  the  bottom  span  up  to 
Tl  and  then  up  to  the  upper  span.  So,  I  mean,  no  I  never  went  to  the  upper  span  except  when  we 
tij-ned  around  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  later. 

GM:      OK.  Well  that  is  what  I  was  interested  in  finding  out. 

BB:  OK. 

GM:      Bruce,  I  thank  you  for  calling. 
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BE:      That's  no  problem. 
GM:      Good  luck  in  your  school. 
BB:      OK.  I  appreciate  it. 
GM:  OK. 
BB:       Thank  you. 
GM:      You  bet. 
BB:       Bye,  bye. 
GM:  Bye. 

GM:      I'm  George  Morrill,  Investigator  with  the  California  Highway  Patrol,  ID  number  7097,  the  time  is  2:55 
P.M.  Today's  date  is  the  3rd  of  January,  1990.  This  will  be  the  conclusion  of  this  tape  recorded 
interview  with 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-6,  *  •  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  22,  1 989.  The  interview  was  started  at  1020  hours.  The  following  is  a  transcribed  statement  of 
that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFIGATION: 

DT:  Investigator  Dennis  Turner 
GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill 
MC:  • 


MC:   mentality,  you  know?  "Get  back  to  your  car  so  we  can  move  them!"  But  I  felt  that  -- 

Number  one,  no  one  really  knew  how  much  damage  had  occurred  on  that  bridge;  and  number 
two,  no  one  really  knew  if  another  quake  would  finish  it  off.  And  yet  he  was  sending  people  out 
on  the  bridge.  Now  I'm  not  blaming  him  as  an  individual.  I  think  that  mayt>e  this  was  his,  you  know, 
training.  It  was  hey,  we  got  to  get  these  cars  moving,  get  them  -  like  it  was  at  an  accident,  you 
know?  But  I  do  feel,  and  other  people  with  me  felt,  very  strongly  that  why  are  we  going  out  on  that 
bridge  when  if  it  goes  down,  who  gives  a  hell  about  the  cars!  You  know?  In  fact,  when  I  left  my  car  I 
truly  did  not  expect  to  see  it  for  a  couple  of  days.  I  figured  that,  you  know,  that  they  wouldn't  let 
people  go  back  out  there  until  they  found  out  what  happened.  Anyway,  that  Is  my,  you  know  -  As 
I  said,  I  don't  blame  him  as  an  officer.  I'm  sure  he  was  doing  what  he  thought  he  should  do,  but  I 
doni  think  he  really  was  trained  or  well  thought  out  about  sending  people  back  out  on  that  bridge. 

DT:       OK.  sir.  Do  you  have  a  few  minutes  where  I  can  ask  you  some  questions  about  what  was  going 
on?  I'd  like  to  identify  who  you  are,  sir.  Your  full  name? 

MC:      Sure.  My  name  is 

DT:   •  And  address? 

MC:   

DT:       OK.  And  a  phone  number  where  you  can  be  reached? 

MC:      .....  -Listen,  I've  never  had  a  ticket.  Am  I  going  to  get  any  tickets  now  for  being  naughty 
and  squealing? 

DT:       No.  All  we're  trying  to  do  is  ascertain  what  happened.  Part  of  what  we're  interested  in  is  what  you 
were  telling  me  earlier  about  the  officer.  We're  trying  to  find  out  what  we  did  right,  what  we  did 
wrong  and  what  we  can  improve. 

MC:  Sure.  OK. 

DT:  Do  you  have  a  daytime  number? 

MC:  Tlie  same. 

DT:  OK.  And  either  a  social  security  number  or  a  driver's  license  number? 

MC:  »..»••••• 

DT:       I  doni  write  that  fast! 
MC:       OK.  It's 
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DT:  OK.  And  your  date  of  birth? 

MC:  10  May '31. 

DT:  And  you  were  a  driver? 

MC:  Yes. 

DT:  What  type  of  vehicle  were  you  driving? 

MC:  A  Dodge  convertible,  with  the  top  down.  That's  an  aside,  because  you  want  to  see  those  beams  - 
I  mean  those  steel  things  -  twist  and  turn  in  the  wind,  you  can  see  it  with  my  top  down! 

DT:  All  right.  Do  you  know  the  license  number  of  the  car  offhand? 

MC:  No.  It's  I  doni  have  

DT:  OK.  Any  damage  to  your  car? 

MC:  No. 

DT:  And  you've  already  tokJ  me  you  were  eastbound? 

MC:  Um-hum. 

DT:  How  often  do  you  travel  this  route? 

MC:  Oh,  I  dont  travel  it  too  often  any  more.  I  used  to  do  it  all  the  time.  Probably  now,  maybe  two  or 
three  times  -  Oh,  mayt>e  six  times  a  month. 

DT:       Based  on  your  experience  of  commuting  across  the  bridge,  what  were  your  conditions  for 
commute  that  evening? 

MC:      It  was  extremely  light,  very  light.  In  fact,  I  had  come  up  from  the  penir^ula  down  in  Millbrae  and 
past  Candlestick,  there  was  no  traffic.  I  came  up  to,  you  know,  where  it  splits  off  to  101 .  Usually, 
you  know,  below  that  - 1  guess  if  s  called  Hospital  Curve  -  at  that  time  of  night,  it  backs  up  all  the 
way  down  that  far.  But  no  back-up,  no  nothing  -  extremely  clear  all  the  way  through  the  City.  It 
slowed  down  a  bit  just  before  the  on-ramp.  I  mean,  you  know,  your  last  tum-off  at  Embarcadero  -- 
It  slowed  up  just  a  little  bit  there,  but  I  was  back  up  to,  you  know,  45  miles  an  hour  at  the  time  of  the 
quake. 

DT:       OK.  And  what  lane  were  you  traveling  in? 

MC:      I  was  in  the  far  right  hand  lane,  the  slowest  lane  there,  next  to  the  

DT:       At  45  miles  an  hour? 
MC:  Right. 

DT:       How  many  people  were  in  the  ehicle  with  you? 
MC:      Just  one,  myself. 


\L  ORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

tflSAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS  Page  210 

DT:       You  were  solo? 
MC:  Um-hum. 

DT:       And  where  on  the  structure  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began? 

MC:      Well,  you  know,  it's  hard  to  tell.  I  don't  know  the  numbers  or  anything.  But  I  was  past....  I  was 

obviously  past  Treasure  Island.  I  was  probably  --  Well,  let's  see.  I  traveled  across  it  yesterday  and  I 
measured  the  distance  with  my  SF)eedometer  from  the  island  to  approximately  where  I  was  parked. 
And  I  would  think  it  was  about  a  mile  and  a  tenth.  You  know,  I  cant  --  That  isnl  real  accurate,  but  I 
think  it  was.  So  I  probably  was,  you  know,  a  half  mile  from  Treasure  Island. 

DT:       What  was  the  first  indication  there  was  something  wrong? 

MC:      Well,  as  I  told  you,  my  top  was  down  and  the  steel  girders  were  waving  and  I  was  having  trouble 
keeping  the  car  on  the  road.  And  I  thought  -  Jeez,  I  thought  I  was  having  a  stroke  or  something, 
you  know?  I'm  light-headed,  I'm  -  Whaf  s  going  on  here?  And  then  traffic  slowed  up  and  I  realized 
that  it  was,  that  there  was  an  earthquake,  and  I....  In  the  meanwhile,  you  know,  traffic  stopped  and 
I  stopped.  I  left  my  car  running,  got  out  to  see  why  people  were  stopped  ahead  of  me,  walked  up 
about  four  cars,  car  lengths  ahead  of  me.  People  were  getting  out  of  their  cars  and  I  said,  God! 

I We've  have  an  earthquake.  Why  is  everybody  stopped?  Why  don't  we  get  going  and  get  the  hell 
off  the  bridge?  And  I  looked  ahead  and  then  I  saw  that  the  bridge  was  down.  I  could  see  the  --  It 
was  sort  of  off      Just  as  an  aside,  it  was  sort  of  interesting  because  the  white  lines;  everything 
lined  up  perfectly.  It  looked  like  all  of  the  sudden  there  was  just  a  hill  in  the  txidge,  you  know? 

DT:  OK.  Your  vehicle  made  no  contact  with  any  other  vehicles? 

MC:  No. 

DT:  Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  bang  into  each  other  or  anything  of  that  nature? 

I  i    MC:  No.  I  didnt  see  anything  like  that  at  all. 

;     DT:  Nothing  fell  on  your  vehicle? 

MC:  Nothing. 

''        DT:  No  portions  of  the  bridge,  no  (unintelligible)  bolts? 

MC:  No,  nothing. 

DT:  And  there  were  no  injuries  in  your  car? 

MC:  No. 

DT:  You  mentioned  you  saw  the  beams  waving  or  moving? 

MC  Yeah.  They  were  like  waving,  right.  And  the  road  was  like,  you  know,  you're  weaving  on  the  road 
like  to  keep  control  of  the  car. 

DT:       You  became  aware  that  the  structure  had  fallen  by  seeing  it  your  own  self,  by  walking  up  and 
seeing  it? 


MC: 


Right  I  walked  up  and  they  said  the  bridge  is  down  and  I  looked  up  and  there  it  was.  Yeah.  And 
actually,  the  first  thing  was  when  a  motorcyclist  -  You've  probably  heard  this  ft-om  other  people  -  A 
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motorcyclist  came  whipping  the  wrong  way  from  the  front  of  the  pack  as  I  was  jumping  out  of  the 
car.  And  I  wondered  what  that  was  about.  He  was,  you  know,  heading  back  toward  Treasure 
Island.  And  I  guess  he  was  shouting  "Earthquake"  or  something  or  another.  I 

DT:       At  the  time  when  you  first  got  out  of  your  car  and  were  walking  there,  did  you  see  anybody 

directing  traffic?  j 

MC:      No.  No,  there  was  no  -  It  was  a  parking  lot.  1 

DT:       OK.  You  were  stopped  between  the  collapsed  section  and  YBI.  After  you  walked  back  to  YBI  or 
Tl,  whichever  side  you  walked  to,  and  you  were  there  and  you  met  the  officer,  would  you  go 
through  that  scenario  with  me  again  and  tell  me  what  happened? 

MC:      Sure.  OK.  I  went  back  to  the  island      Let  me  just  put  in  an  aside  here  too,  that  I  felt  that  --  You 

know,  you  read  things  in  the  paper  and  hear  it  on  the  radio  about  panic  and  all  that  stuff?  And  I 
really  didn't  see  a  lot;  I  didnt  see  any  panicking.  I  saw  -  Some  people  were  actually  jogging  off  the 
bridge.  Others  like  myself  were  walking  as  fast  as  we  probably  could  and  everyone  was  informing 
everyone  as  they  went  by  their  cars  from  the  front  to  the  back  that  there  had  been  an  earthquake, 
the  bridge  was  down  up  front,  and  -  I  didnt,  I  mean  I  dont  know  what  other  people  said.  My  story 
was  I'm  going  to  get  off  the  bridge.  I  dont  know  what  you're  going  to  do,  but  I'm  going  to  get  off 
the  bridge.  And  I  just  walked  briskly  with  a  couple  other  people  that  I'd  met,  you  know,  just  walking 
along.  So  we  got  back  to  Treasure  Island.  We  went  over  and  stood  by  some  vans  that  had  their 
radios  on  and  we  listened  to  the  radios  and  we  found  out  about  the  quake  and  the  intensity  and 
what  had  happened.  There  wasnt  even  much  talk  about  the  bridge  at  that  time.  I  dont  even 
know  if  they  were  aware  of  it.  And  then  we  -  As  I  said,  we  were  on  the  main  island,  right  on  the 
island  itself,  off  the  bridge.  And  then  this  patrol  car  was  parked  oh,  I'd  say  maybe  30  yards  up  on 
the  -  past  Treasure  Island  -  mayt)e  30  yards,  maybe  not  even  that  far.  And  he  made  the 
announcement  on  his  loud  speaker  and  I'll  --  Do  you  want  me  to  go  through  the  whole  thing  again 
as  I  did? 

DT:       If  you  would.  I  want  to  make  sure  I  get  everything  straight  as  I  write  it  down. 

MC:      OK.  He  made  announcements  on  the  loud  speaker  which  were  not  quite....  I  mean,  I  couldnt 
quite  understand  -  and  the  group  of  people  I  was  talking  with  didnt  understand  -  maybe  it  Weis 
because  we  couldnt  believe  what  he  was  saying.  But  he  was  announcing  that  he  wanted 
everytxxjy  to  get  back  to  their  cars.  And  I  went  up  to  him  and  I  said,  "Officer,  what  are  you 
saying?"  And  he  said,  "I  want  everybody  to  get  back  to  their  cars."  I  left,  went  back  to  our  group 
and  we  talked  some  more.  We  wondered  about  the  advisability  of  doing  this  because  it  is  a  rather 
frightening  experience.  I  went  back  to  him  again.  I  interrupted  him  and  I  -  Believe  me,  like  anyone 
else  - 1  mean,  at  least  I  tend  to  treat  officers  of  the  law  with  respect,  and  I  said,  "Sir,  are  you  sure 
you  want  people  to  go  back  to  their  cars?  Is  that  what  you're  saying?"  I  said,  "Is  there  a  way  to  go  i 
through  to  Oakland?"  And  he  said  no,  there's  not.  And  I  said,  "Well,  then  why  do  you  want  j 
people  to  go  out  on  to  that  bridge?"  And  at  that  moment,  we  had  the  aftershock  and  I  dont  even  j 
know  if  he  even  felt  it.  He  was  in  the  car  and  I  was  just  standing  there.  I  said,  "Look,  see,  we're  just 
having  another  earthquake."  And  he  said,  "Look  buddy,  you  do  what  you  want  to  do  - 1  want  i 
people  back  in  the  cars,  in  their  cars."  And  he  continued  to  announce  it. 

DT:       OK.  Could  you  describe  that  officer  for  me? 

MC:      I  really  Ceint.  And  I  dont  want  to  get  the  officer  in  trouble.  I  dont  think  that  It  was  an  intentional 

thing.  I  think  he  just  happened  to  be  in  a  -  To  me,  it  would  be  sort  of  a  traffic  control  mode.  If  I 
there  were  an  accident  up  there,  he  would  probably  tell  the  peop\e  to  get  to  their  cars  anyway  so 
that  when  it  was  time  to  move  them,  it  was  time  to  move  them.  As  it  turned  out,  it  was  three  hours  | 
before  I  could  even  move  my  car  so  there  was  no  need  for  me  to  go  --  and  I  didnt  go.  I  did  not  go 
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out  on  the  bridge  for  about  an  hour  after  that. 
DT;       So  after  you  finally  did  go  back  out  

MC:      Well,  let  me  --  I'll  give  you  one  more  bit  of  information.  Then    The  reason  I  went  back  out  on  the 
bridge  is  t>ecause  they  started  to  clear  the  people  parked  behind  me.  You  know,  way  back  -  way 
t>ack  to  Treasure  Island.  A  truck  driver,  and  you  know  I  had  his  name  and  I  wish  to  hell  I'd  kept  it!  I 
was  going  to  give  it  to  somebody  t>ecause  I  think  he  did  a  --  He  took  over  this  routine.  There  were 
no  Highway  Patrolmen  in  sight.  He  took  over  the  routine  of  backing  these  cars  up,  one  at  a  time, 
trucks,  etc.  into  the  open  space.  I  imagine  what  happened,  and  you  may  be  aware  of  it,  they  must 
have  cleared  the  lower  deck  beyond  Treasure  Island  by  bringing  them  up  on  the  island  and  up 
over  and  then  back  onto  the  bridge  down  towards  San  Francisco.  And  once  that  was  cleared, 
then  they  started  to  clear  this.  But  there  were  no  Highway  Patrolmen.  There  were  no  bridge 
workers  there.  It  was  a  truck  driver  who  got  out  there  and  just  by  force  of  energy,  backed  people 
up  one  at  a  time,  you  know,  telling  when  people  to  stay,  when  to  move,  dont  move  and  you 
know,  red  car  back  up  now;  now  OK.  blue  car.  now  truck  -  and  he  did  that  for  about  a  half  an  hour 
before  some  traffic  people  came  up  with  vests  on.  And  I  imagine  those  were  bridge  people  and 
they  took;  they  started  to  help  out  too  while  he  did  it.  But  he  did  that  for  at  least  a  half-hour  or  45 
minutes  to  clear  cars  off. 

DT:       OK.  You  had  his  name  at  one  time,  huh? 

MC:      Yeah,  I  did.  I  had  it  and  now  I  doni  know,  ft  was  sort  of  -  Uke  I  say,  I  wrote  it  down  and  I  was  going 
to  call  the  papers  or  give  it  to  the  papers  t)ecause  I  thought  he  did  a  hell  of  a  job  and  now  I  just 
don't  have  it.  Another  woman  said  he  was  going  to  tell  them  about  it  too.  She  had  his  name  too 
but  I  doni  know  if  she  ever  did  it  either. 

DT:       Unfortunately,  nobody  has.  This  is  the  type  of  person  we're  trying  to  find.  We're  trying  to  find 
them  so  we  can  talk  to  these  people  and  give  them  the  appropriate  commendations  or  whatever. 

MC:      Yeah.  I  tell  you.  I've  got  a  ton  of  junk  on  my  desk  and  if  I  happen  to  run  across  it....  I'll  took  for  it  and 
if  I  do;  it  was  just  a  little  slip  of  paper  that  was  in  my  pocket  at  the  time.  And  if  I  find  the  name,  I'll  call 
you  again,  OK? 

DT:       We  sure  would  appreciate  it. 

MC:      OK.  Then  you  were  asking  me  about  when  I  got  back  to  my  car.  I  waited  as  they  cleared  the  cars. 
By  now  I'm  talking  two  other  women;  two  women  and  myself,  and  we  were  just  sort  of  wondering 
about  whether  we  should  even  go  out  on  the  bridge  or  what  we  should  do.  And  they  were 
clearing  car  after  car  after  car.  And  so  after  about  an  hour,  I  think,  we  decided  to  walk  out  to  the 
car.  And  I  figured  well,  what  the  hell  -  If  It  hasnl  fallen  by  now,  mayt)e  we're  OK.  So  we  went  out 
to  the  car  and  we  went  out  beyond  my  car  to  where  the  Navy  had  established  a  picket  line  across 
the  first  row  of  cars.  And  we  -  Just  to  look  and  see  what  we  could  see,  you  know,  because  we 
were  tfiere  anyway.  And  we  couldnt  pass  that  picket  line,  but  we  could  see  the  damage,  a  little  of 
it,  and  see  the  cars  parked  there,  etc.  etc.  And  the  sailors  were  scared  too! 

DT:       Oh,  yeah.  I  understand  they  had....  OK.  So  now  you're  back  to  your  car  and  you're  talking  now 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  earthquake? 

MC:      An  hour  and  a  half  after  the  earthquake  I'm  back  at  the  car.  And  that  would  make  it  about  what  - 
6:30? 


DT;       Yeah.  So  finally  they  dear  all  the  cars  back  to  you? 
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MC:      Yeah.  If  s  quarter  of  eight  when  they  cleared  all  the  cars  back. 
DT:       OK.  Yours  at  quarter  to  eight? 
MC:  Right. 

DT:       So  how  did  they  direct  you  off?  They  got  you  turned  around  so  you  were  headed  toward  San 
Francisco  on  the  lower  deck? 

MC:  Right. 

DT:       And  then  where  did  they  send  you? 

MC:      You  know,  I'll  tell  you  something.  It  was  so  pitch  black  I  dont  even  know  what  ramp  I  came  off  on, 
but  I  ended  up  over  by  the  railroad  station  at  Third  and  

DT:      OK.  You  came  clear  back  to  the  City  then  on  the  lower  deck? 

MC:      Oh  yeah.  I  know  -  They  had  us  lined  up  single  file,  right  hand  lane,  all  the  way  on  the  lower  deck. 
We  went  off  on  an  on-ramp,  you  know,  which  would  normally  be  an  on-ramp  and  as  I  say,  I  really 
dont  remember....  It  was  pitch  black  and  all  I  know  is  I  ended  up  heading  towards  the  Third  and 
whatever  that  station  is  at,  Third  and  something;  Harrison  or  something  like  that?  I  don't  know.  I 
think  thafs  --  Is  that  east?  I  think  it's  east  but  anyway,  I  headed  over....  Yeah,  I  think  it's  east.  And 
down  into  the,  you  know,  the  dark  streets  of  San  Francisco.  And  boy,  was  that  like  an  eerie 
movie! 

DT:       That's  what  I've  been  told,  that  it  was  a  very  frightening  -  That  was  almost  as  frightening  as  the 
ecirthquake  itself;  being  in  the  city  in  the  dark. 

MC:  Well,  see.  It  was  ~  Yeah.  You  know  what  it  was;  it  was  because  what  happens  is  -  I  mean,  it  was  a 
dark  night.  And  your  lights  would  light  up  a  group  of  people  like  three  guys  were  standing  on  a 
comer  drinking  a  beer.  And  as  my  lights  hit  them  for  just  a  few  seconds,  you'd  see  these  bodies 
and  these  people.  And  then  you  go  past  it  and  you  get  to  the  railroad  station  and  I  had  to  make  a 
right  turn  there.  Luckily,  I'll  tell  you  --  If  somebody  didnt  know  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  they 
would  have  been  in  big  trouble  because  -  At  least  I  had  a  faint  idea  what  the  hell  I  was  doing.  But 
as  you  hit  the  railroad  station  and  turned  right,  you'd  see  just  groups  of  people  huddled  together 

like,  you  know,  just  like  refugees.  They  didn't  know  what      And  then  your  lights  would  be  gone 

and  it  would  be  pitch  black  and  you'd  be  all  by  yourself  again.  And  it  really  was  very  interesting.  It 
-  But  anyway,  then  I  worked  my  way  around  to  the  -  Oh,  I  forget  what  street  it  is.  I  dont  know  the 

names  of  them  all,  but  the  one  that      And  I  happen  to  have  relatives  down  the  peninsula  so 

instead  of  going,  trying  to  make  my  way  back  to  Walnut  Creek,  I  just  headed  down  the  peninsula. 
The  roads  were  clear.  I  took  280  and  it  was  clear  all  tfie  way  down. 

DT:       All  right  sir.  You've  provided  us  with  some  information.  If  you  do  find  that  truck  driver's  name,  we 
would  sure  appreciate  you  calling  that  in  for  us. 

MC:      Yeah.  And  I  really  - 1  mean  this  sincerely  -  I  dont  blame  the  officer.  I  wouldnt  -  I'm  not  angry  or 
upset  with  him.  I  just  felt  that  mayt)e  if  something  like  this  occurs  again,  maybe  your  people 

should  be  trained  to      See,  it  would  be  our  impression,  the  people  I  talked  to  and  myself,  that  I 

would  fiave  preferred  to  leave  my  car  there  for  a  day.  I  didnt  give  a  damn.  I  mean,  I  could  live 
without  it.  And  to  take  a  chance  on  people's  lives  --  If  that  t>ridge  went  down  and  the  people  were 
on  it,  then  -  You  know,  that's  obviously  a  lot  worse  thein  if  it  was  just,  you  know,  a  group  of  cars. 
The  cars  we  can  replace.  And  until  someone  had  really  assessed  the  damage....  Now  maybe  he 
had  b)etter  information  and  that  could  be  it  too,  I  dont  know.  And  I  would  like  to  be  made  aware  of 
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that  If  he  had  information  that  the  bridge  was  OK  and  everything  had  been  checked  out  and 
there  was  no  problem,  that's  different.  Then  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  what  he  did  I  guess. 
Although  I  don't  see  what  the  expediency  was  when  it  was  two  and  a  half  hours  before  those  cars  - 
-  And  I  was  like  25  rows  back.  So  those  people  even  --  There  would  have  to  t^e  another  1 5-20 
minutes  before  even  they  were,  the  last  cars  were  taken  off. 

DT:       Yeah,  so  

MC:      Anyway.  So  I'm  glad  you  did  this,  t^ecause  I  was  going  to  write  a  letter  and  I  just  havent  had  the 
time.  This  helped  me  and  I  feel  a  lot  better  being  able  to  tell  you  about  it. 

DT:       All  right,  sir. 

MC:  Good! 

DT:       Thank  you  very  much. 
MC:      You're  very  welcome. 

GM:      That  was  a  tape  recorded  conversation  with  who  phoned  the  office.  Today's 

date  is  Wednesday,  November  22,  1989.  The  time  of  that  call  was  1020  hours.  The  officer  taking 
the  call  was  Dennis  Turner,  #8132.  This  will  be  the  conclusion  of  that  tape  recording.  I'm  George 
Morrill,  #7097. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-7,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  8,  1989. 

The  interview  started  at  1655  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill,  CHP 
OE:    •  •  .  . 


OE:   to  that  exit. 

GM:  So  they  were  on  the  lower  deck  and  they  

OE:  Lower  deck,  and  they  

GM:  And  they  were  headed  to  

OE:  They  were  headed  to  Oakland. 

GM:  They  were  headed  to  Oakland,  and  then  they  were  east  of  the  Island  then? 

OE:      East  of  the  Island,  yes.  Yes.  And  I  also  bet  the  people  who  were  -- 1  didnt  see  that,  but  the  people 
who  were  from  the  west  of  the  island  may  have  realized  what  was  happening  and  went  to  Treasure 
Island  and  did  a  U-turn.  On  Treasure  Island,  there's  an  area  -  There's  a  fork,  you  know,  to  go  to 
San  Francisco  on-ramp  and  to  Oakland  on-ramp. 

GM:  Yes. 

OE :      So  they  came  back  on  the  Oakland  off  ramp  as  well  as  on-ramp,  you  know.  It  takes  you  ~  There's 
only  one  road,  so  it's  both  directions.  And  they  turn  around  at  that  fork  and  went  to  San  Francisco 
and  got  to  the  City.  Now  since  my  car  was  so  deep  In  to  the  -  what  has  happened,  I  left  my  car 
basically. 

GM:  Sure. 

OE :      And  that's  what  -  I  thought  it  was  the  best  thing  to  do.  And  I  went  to  Treasure  Island  and  I'm 

department  head  over  there.  I  used  to  be  -  since  three  weeks  ago.  I  for  youth  department,  and 
we  had  lots  of  kids  stranded.  So  I  had  to  organize  everything  and  I  stayed  overnight. 

GM:      You  stayed  on  the  island? 

OE:      Yes,  I  had  to.  Because  we  are  bound  by  the  State,  I  think,  that  once  things  happen,  earthquake  or 
anything,  you  are  -  Anyway,  I  am  a  Stale  employee  and  so  I  anyway  have  to  stay  there. 

GM:  Yes. 

OE:      So  I  stayed  over  there  and  I  organized  all  my  staff,  whoever  Is  left,  you  know,  and  called 

emergency  people  on  Treasure  Island  to  get  the  kids  who  are  still  left  and  try  to  connect  as  much 
as  we  could.  We  could  use  the  phones  only  for  emergency  things,  for  get  the  parents,  to  let  them 
know  the  kids  are  OK  and  so  on  and  so  forth. 

GM:       I  see. 

OE :      And  the  next  day,  you  ask  me  how  did  I  do  it?  The  next  day  until  everybody  left,  I  got  a  special  ride 
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with  a  Navy  van  to  San  Francisco  to  the  designated  area  on  Brennan  and  8th,  which  they  said  on 
TV  the  cars  that  was  left  on  the  Bay  Bridge  were  towed  over  there.  And  1  hope  it  was  OK  to  do 
that!  1  mean,  1  

GM: 

Yes,  it  was.  Definitely. 

OE: 

Yeah.  Because  1  understand  that  was  the  most  -  When  1  called  my  mom,  you  know,  and  she  is 
absent,  out  of  the  country.  1  said  listen,  my  car  is  on  the  Bay  Bridge  but  I'm  OK.  1  said  who  cares 
what  happened  to  my  car,  you  know?  So....  Anyway,  so  we  got  a  ride  from  the  Navy  on  the 
special  route  on  the  upper  decks  the  next  day.  Not,  you  know,  they  didn't  just  take  you  on  a  lane 
number  5  again.  They  went  different,  like  curves  on  the  Bay  Bridge,  on  the  upper  deck.  1  guess 
they  were  checking  and  letting  us  know  which  place  was  safe.  And  then  they  took  me  to  my  car 
and  my  car  was  right  there  sitting  like  a  queen,  you  know?  And  1  guess  it  was  pictured  on,  filmed, 
on  TV  that  night. 

GM: 

1  see. 

OE: 

One  of  my  employees  tokJ  me  your  car  was  on  TV,  you  know,  and  1  said  oh,  great!  At  least  it  was 
safe! 

GM: 

Was  the  car  -  when  it  was  filmed  on  television  -  Was  it  filmed  on  the  bridge,  still  

OE: 

j 

On  the  bridge;  towing  it  off  of  the  bridge.  | 

GM: 

OK. 

OE: 

That's  what  my  friend  told  me.  She's  one  of  my  employees,  one  of  the  60  that  1  have.  So  1  don't 
know  whether  she  was  correct  or  not.  But  my  car  is  very  distinct,  so  1  guess  she  knew  how  to 
recognize  my  car,  you  know? 

GM: 

Sure.  Now  when  you  got  your  car,  did  you  have  to  check  it  out  with  anybody?  Did  you  have  to 
check  with  anybody?  You  just  went  to  it  and  drove  it  away? 

OE: 

No.  You  know,  that  was  really  strange  to  me  -  Honest  to  God!  And  1  think  you  guys  much  be  easier 
with  other  things,  1  dont  care.  And  1  was  just  glad  to  see  it  there.  1  opened  the  hood,  you  know,  j 
and  everything  was  in  there  and  the  door  was  open,  you  know,  because  they  had  to  take  that 
stick,  you  know?  And  it  was  fine.  There  was  no  looting  or  anything.  But  1  thought  there  would  be 
somebody  at  the  gate  and  at  least  ask  me  for  my  identification,  you  know? 

GM: 

Yes,  you'd  think  so. 

OE: 

And  nobody  was  there.  Nobody  was  there!  So  -  And  there  was  a  couple  of  other  women  who 
also  had  their  cars  on  that  same  lot  at  Brennan  and  8th,  and  they  also  went  to  their  cars  and  j 
everything  was  fine.  The  guy  who  took  us  over  there  waited  until  we  started  the  cars  to  see  if 
everything  was  fine  and  then  he  left,  went  back  to  Treasure  Island.  L 

•1 

Oh,  very  good  -  Very  good.  Ofra,  when  you  walked  off  of  the  bridge  to  the  Island,  did  you  see  \n 
anyone  there  directing  traffic?  jl 

GM: 

OE: 

No. 

\JIWI. 

\^\Ji  IC  dl  dll : 

OE: 

1 

No.  , 
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GM:      Did  you  see  any  Highway  Patrol  officers  on  the  Bridge  or  on  the  Island  after  the  earthquake? 


GM:      How  about  Caltrans  and  their  big  tow  trucks;  the  big  orange  tow  trucks  that  work  on  the  bridge  all 
the  time? 


OE:      Interesting  question.  I  tell  you  why.  I  cant  give  you  a  good  answer  because  when  I  finally  got  to 
Treasure  Island,  to  Treasure  Island  on-ramp,  I  looked  at  the  other  side  -  which  is  Verba  Buena. 
And  there  was  hundreds  of  people  standing  over  there.  And  I  looked  at  the  trucks,  you  know 
what  I'm  saying?  But  I  didnt  see  anything.  But  you  know.  I  was  very  quick.  I'm  a  sprinter  and  I  ran 
and  I  walked  and  I  ran,  so  they  may  not  have  gotten  there  yet. 

GM:      I  see. 

OE:  Although  my  car  was  very  deep  in,  very  close  up  I  think  to  where  the  bridge  collapsed,  I  was  quick 
because  I  knew  what  happened.  But  I  didnt  see  anything,  except  seeing  those  two  motorcycles 
and  didnt  kx)k  to  me  -- 1  dont  think  so.  They  didnt  look  to  me  as  Highway  Patrol. 

GM:      Just  looked  like  a  civilian  motorcycle? 

OE:      Yes.  And  but  that,  I  may  be  wrong.  OK?  And  then  also  the  only  one  that  I  told  to  you  was  the 

ambulance.  I  was  very  impressed  with  that.  They  were  just  - 1  guess  happened  to  be  on  the  Bay 
Bridge  at  that  point,  and  I  didnt  see  anything.  The  hundreds  of  people  standing  by  the 
telephone  and  trying  to  make  telephone  calls  off  Treasure  Island  over  there.  And  that  kind  of 
upsets  me  because  I  thought  it  was  a  stupid  thing.  I'm  sorry  to  use  that  word!  You  know,  I  thought 
it  was  really  stupid  of  those  people.  And  the  women  there  standing  there  five  minutes  and  try  to 
get  phone  call,  but  really  hundreds  of  people  were  there  trying  to  know  what  was  going  on. 
People  did  not  know  what  was  going  on. 

GM:      I  can  imagine  that  that  was  true.  It's  just  something  that  goes  on  and  you  really  dont  know  what  is 
happening. 

OE:      But  you,  I  dont  know  -  You  are  Highway  Patrol,  right? 


OE:      But  you  know,  I  too  defend  you.  I  dont  know  if  I  should  do  it,  but  I  feel  like  It.  It's  that  -  There  is  no 
way  you  can  get  in. 

GM:      No,  there's  not. 

OE:      There  is  no  way.  Because  peofjie  left  their  cars.  People  say  there  was  a  panic  on  the  Bay  Bridge. 
I  did  not  see  that!  I  have  to  say  I  did  not  see  that.  And  I  may  be  too  optimistic,  I  did  not  see  that. 
People  talked,  yes  -  but  I  did  not  see  people  screaming  and  yelling  and  maybe  after  I  left,  because 
my  goal  was  to  go  back  to  where  the  kids  were  and  to  know  what  happened  to  Treasure  Island 
because  I  just  left  there  five  minutes  earlier.  You  know,  about  15  or  20  minutes  -  Whatever  it  took 
me  to  go  there. 


OE: 


No. 


GM: 


Yes. 


GM: 


Yes 


OE: 


And  I  was  -  And  the  kids  were  evacuated.  So  I  was  just  going,  going,  going.  But  I  did  not  see  - 
People  were  kind  of  excited,  do  you  know  what  I'm  saying?  -  but  not  -- 1  didnt  see  panic.  And  I 
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heard  people  say  there  was  panic  and  I  dont  think  it's  true.  But  -- 1  dont  know  if  it  makes  any 
difference  to  you.  I'm  a  therapist  so  I  evaluate  people  all  the  time.  But  I  may  be  wrong.  Maybe 
people  did  get  -  There  was  some  ladies,  you  know,  just  get  so  lost,  you  know?  Oriental  ladies  that 
I  helped  them  and  I  said  to  get  off  the  bridge,  go  to  Treasure  island,  and  I  really  just  helped  them. 
There  was  a  lady  with  a  wheelchair  -  Not  with  a  wheelchair,  but  with  crutches.  And  I  asked  her  if 
she  needed  help  and  she  said  no.  So  I  just  walked  away.  I  thought,  you  know,  sometime  you 
really  hurt  peoples  feelings. 

GM:      That's  true,  yeah. 

OE:      And  I  just  decided  that  she  was  OK.  She  was  much  closer  to  Treasure  Island.  I  was  already 

walking  for  a  long  time,  so  I  guess  she  was  close.  But  she  didn't  --  NotxKjy  else  helped  her  as  I 
believe.  She  didn't  need  any,  so  I  dont  know. 

GM:      OK.  Well,  the  information  you  have  given  me  has  definitely  helped.  Like  I  say,  we're  gathering  the 
infomiation  that  we  can  from  those  people  who  were  up  there  and  experienced  It.  We're  trying  to 
get  an  understanding  of  what  went  on,  on  the  Bay  Bridge,  what  the  bridge  itself  did  and  what 
traffic  conditions  were  like  up  there. 

OE :  It  was  better  than  every  day  at  5  o'clock. 

GM:  That's  what  I'm  hearing. 

OE:  The  reason  is  that  a  tot  of  people  stayed  in  the  City  or  went  home  early  to  watch  the  game. 

GM:  That's  what  we  think.  | 

OE:      Yeah.  Because  I  know  that  some  friends  of  mine  were  already  in  Candlestick  Park  and  they  usually 

don't  even  commute  on  the  Bay  Bridge,  but  they  were  already  there  so      You  know,  and 

lucky  for  us,  a  lot  of  parents  left  early  that  day.  It  was  interesting.  At  5  o'clock,  we  didnt  have  that 
many  people  left  on  Treasure  Island. 

GM:      OK.  Well  Ofra,  if  Officer  Turner  left  to  go  do  an  interview  in  person  with  someone  and  he  told  me 
before  he  left  that  he  was  going  to  be  doing  some  interviews  this  evening  by  telephone.  So  if  he 
happens  to  call  you,  just  go  ahead  and  tell  him  that  I  have  already  talked  to  you.  My  name  is 
George  Morrill. 

OE :      Let  me  just  write  it  -  George 

GM:      M-O-R-R-l-L-L.  And  I  work  with  Officer  Turner  so  if  he  calls,  you  can  tell  him  that  you  already 
contacted  me. 

OE:      I  may  not  be  home  this  evening.  I  know  I'm  going  out  at  6:30. 

GM:      OK.  Well,  I'll  tell  him  when  he  comes  in,  in  the  moming  if  he  was  trying  to  get  a  hold  of  you,  yeah. 

OE:      If  he  wants  to  get  a  hold  of  me,  I  can  call  again  and  stuff  -  and  I  dont  know  how  I've  helped  you,  but 
I  think  that  as  much  as  they  could       You  know,  let  me  tell  you  one  more  thing  I  forgot. 

GM:  Sure. 

OE:      Treasure  Island  Police  did  come.  I'm  sorry;  they  did  come.  Treasure  Island  Police  came. 
GM:      Where  did  they  come  to? 
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OE:      To  the  bridge.  Yes,  they  did  come. 

GM:      What  kind  of  uniforms  do  they  wear? 

OE:      Oh,  Gee,  that's  --  Army-like?  You  know,  like  camouflage? 

GM:       Oh,  OK. 

OE:      They  wear  camouflage  uniform  and  they  have  white  cars,  you  know,  with  I  think  gold  and  blue 
stripes.  I  doni  remember  really.  I  dont  have  any  dealing  with  police  usually. 

GM:      OK.  Were  they  directing  traffic  or  doing  anything  out  there? 

OE:      Not  the  time  that  I  was  there.  Not  yet.  But  they  started  going  -  You  know  what  I'm  saying?  When  I 
-  There  was  so  much  to  do  also  on  the  Island;  I  saw  a  lot  of  buildings  were  hurt,  you  know?  And  a 
lot  of  homes  were  collapsing  there.  So,  you  know,  they  are  responsible  --  No!  The  Fire 
Department  is  responsible.  Oh,  another  thing.  Let  me  tell  you  one  more  thing  and  I  think  it  might 
be  Interesting  for  you.  The  Fire  Department  was  extremely  busy  on  the  Island  although  they  are 
responsible  for  the  Bay  Bridge  - 1  know  that.  Because  they  had  gas  all  over;  gas  smell  all  over 
Treasure  Island  where  a  gas  line  broke. 

GM:       Now  this  is  natural  gas  that  youYe  talking  about,  or  gasoline  for  cars? 

OE:      No,  gas  -- 1  think  natural  gas.  Thai's  what  they  told  me.  and  I  was  very  concerned  about  the  kids 
and  I  said  can  we  get  them  somewhere  that  we  don't  have  that  smell.  So  the  Fire  Department 
constantly  going  over  the  place,  you  know?  And  I  believe  they  went  on  to  the  Bay  Bridge,  but 
they  doni  have  as  many  fire  trucks  as,  you  know  -  for  something  like  that.  They  don't.  And  they 
were  extremely  busy  on  the  Island  as  well.  Because  I  know  they  were  going  all  over  the  place,  and 
I'm  very  close  to  them.  So  that's  -  I  doni  know  if  it  helps  your  investigation,  but  I  think  It  Is 
important. 

GM:      You  bet  it  does!  Every  piece  of  information  that  we  can  get  helps  us. 

OE :      I  may  remember  some  more  things.  On  Treasure  Island,  we  got  organized  right  away,  so  -  yeah. 
GM:      OK,  very  good. 

OE :      By  the  way,  let  me  tell  you  some  more  thing.  I  doni  know  if  it's  important  but  -  The  Captain  of  the 
base  and  his  executive  officer  were  not  on  the  base  that  day.  It  was  kind  of  interesting. 

GM:      Neither  of  them  were  there? 

OE:      Neither  of  them  were  on  base.  The  exec,  officer  was  stranded  in  Oakland  and  the  Captain  was  - 1 
doni  know  where  he  was  that  day. 

GM:  I'll  be  darned. 

OE:  The  Security  Lt.  ».  she  took  over  Treasure  Island  at  that  point  I  think. 

GM:  Well,  that's  interesting. 

OE:  Yeah.  She's  excellent.  She's  head  of  the  Security  Department.  Yeah,  so  it  was  Lt.  Commander. 
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GM:      OK,  well,  very  good.  | 

OE:      OK.  I  hope  I  helped  some,  but   j 

I 

GM:      Well,  if  anything  else  happens  to  come  to  mind  that  you  think  is  important,  don't  hesitate  to  give  us  { 
a  call.  i  I 

OE:      I  sure  will.  OK. 

GM:      Thank  you  very  much, 

OE:  Bye-bye.  I 
OE:  Bye-bye. 

GM:      Today's  date  is  Wednesday,  November  8, 1989.  The  time  now  is  1655  hours.  That  was  a  phone 
call  from  »  .  .  .  ,  She  called  this  office  asking  for  Officer  Turner  who  had  tried  to  call  her  earlier. 
I'm  Officer  George  Morrill,  number  7097.  This  will  be  the  end  of  this  tape  recorded  conversation. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-8,  ^  yvas  interviewed  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  on  November  9,  1989  at  1130 

hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  the  SFOBB  Toll  Plaza.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
,      interview.  The  following  persons  were  present  during  the  interview. 

IDENTinCATION: 

BE;  Investigator  Bill  Esmay 
PF:  •  •  .  .  .  . 


BE:      OK,  this  is  Officer  Bill  Esmay.  For  the  purpose  of  the  tape  Peter,  what  I'm  going  to  have  you  do  is 
identify  yourself  for  us  and  if  you  will  give  us  you  full  name  and  spell  you  last,  please. 

PF:  

BE:  OK,  and  you're  employed  by  Cattrans,  is  that  con-ect? 

PF:  On  the  Bay  Bridge,  yes. 

BE :  All  right,  and  you  were  working  the  day  of  the  earthquake  on  the  1 7th? 

PF:  I  was  at  home  the  day  of  the  1 7th,  I  didn't  report  to  work  until  the  1 8th  at  4:30  A.M. 

BE  OK,  and  on  the  1 8th,  did  you  have  occasion  to  tow  a  vehicle  from  the  bridge  to  here? 

PF:  Yes,  I  did. 

BE:  OK,  and  that  vehicle,  do  you  rememt>er  what  the  description  of  it  was? 

PF:  It  was  a  red  Buick  and  it  was.  uh,  it  had  driven  into  the  break,  the  lower  deck,  eastbound  traffic. 

BE:       All  right.  You're  looking  at  some  pictures  rigfit  now  that  I  brought  over.  Is  that  the  vehicle  you 
towed  out? 

PF:       Yeah,  it  says  Le  Mans,  so  it  must  be  an  Oldsmobile,  not  a  Buick. 

BE:      OK.  but  that  is  the  vehicle,  the  one  in  the  photograph  here  that  you  towed  out? 

PF:       Yes,  it  is.  I  pulled  It  out  of  the  hole. 

BE :      Can  you  explain  to  us  how  you  towed  that  vehicle  out?  What  you  did  to  get  it  out  of  the  break? 
And  where  it  was  sitting  when  you  pulled  it  out? 

PF:       It  was  sitting  in  lane  three,  eastbound,  and  It  was.  uh.  the  front  end  had  dropped  off  the  ledge  of 
the  pavement  and,  uh,  I  guess  the  rear  portion  of  the  car  was  still  on  the  deck  attached  to  the 
bridge  and  the  front  had  driven  off  the  edge  and  was  down  on  the  upper  deck  roadbed  that  had 
fallen  into  the  lower  deck. 

BE:       Now  you  note  some  damage  on  the  front  of  that  vehicle  there,  was  that  damage  caused,  uh.  you 
especially  note  the  right  wheel  there,  was  that  caused  when  you  pulled  it  out? 

PF:       That,  I  t>elieve,  I  doni  believe  that  was  caused  when  i  pulled  it  out.  It  was,  uh,  damaged  in  the  front 
end  and  I  doni  believe  I  pulled  that  wheel  off  like  that.  There  was  some  under  damage  to  the 
exhaust  system  such  that  occirred  when  I  pulled  it  from  the  deck,  but  as  far  as  the  front  axle  like 
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that,  1  dont  believe  that  was  done  in  the  recovery. 

BE: 

OK,  another  photograph  that  you're  holding  in  your  left  hand  right  now  pictures  the  Lieutenant 
Governor.  Is  that  you  in  the  center  there  of  that  photograph? 

PF: 

Yes,  with  my  back  to  the  photographer. 

BE: 

OK,  and  who's  the  gentleman  to  the  left  there?  Another  tow  driver? 

PF: 

Yes,  his  name  is  *****  * 

BE: 

OK. 

i 

PF: 

He's  a  good  friend  of  mine.  j 

BE: 

Do  you  know  if  Phil  was  working  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  on  the  1 7th?  i 

PF: 

No,  Phil's  nomial  starting  day  is  Tuesday,  no  Wednesday,  he's  off  Tuesday.  His  normal  starting  1 
day  is  Wednesday,  so  he  was  off  also.  1  usually  start  on  Tuesday,  but  1  was  on  jury  duty  that  day.  j 

1 

BE: 

All  right.  You  were  not  working  that  day  of  the  earthquake,  is  that  con-ect?  { 

i 

PF: 

No,  1  had  just  gotten  home  after  being  dismissed  from  the  jury  panel.  Made  my  phone  call  saying  1 
would  report  to  work  the  following  day. 

BE: 

All  right.  Did  you  tow  out  the  other  vehicle  that's  there  in  the  picture  also,  or  have  anything  to  do  j 
with  it?  j 

PF: 

No.  1  did  not.  j 

BE: 

The  grey  vehicle?  Do  you  recall  who  did?  1 

PF: 

I'm  not  sure  if  bridge  towed  that  out  or  if  a  crane  picked  it  up.  Uh,  1  told  them  that  in  order  for  me  to  j 
go  hook  it  up  1  needed  a  safety  belt  line  and  they  told  me  to  leave  it  alone.  They  felt  that  it  was  i 
holding  the  bridge  structure  together.  The  only  car  1  removed  was  this  red  one.  L 

BE: 

OK.  Do  you  know  how  long  they  left  the  grey  car  there  before  they  pulled  it  out  or  how  they  1 
pulled  it  out?  m 

PF: 

Let's  see.  1  worked  in  San  Francisco  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  that  week  and  1  dont  believe  1  J 
came  on  the  bridge  at  all  Thursday,  so  the  last  1  saw  it  was  Wednesday  moming  when  1  recovered   |  ■ 
the  red  car  from  the  break.                                                                              i  l 

BE: 

OK.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  maybe  can  add  to  your  statement  as  far  as  how  you  pulled  that  1 1 
out?  Where  did  you  take  the  car?                                                                       i  ■ 

PF: 

1  took  the  car  to  San  Francisco  Highway  Patrol  where,  along  with  my  impound  report  and  their  180,  !■! 
it  went  on  to  PKS  Towing  in  San  Francisco.                                                            J  ■ 

BE: 

OK.  Can  you  think  of  anything  else  to  ask  him  Harold?  Since  he  wasnt  here  the  day  of  the  quake,  % 
1  cant  think  of  anything  else.  J 

PF: 

You  see  where  the  car  had  dropped  in  this  photo  here,  the  front  end  was  on  the  deck  and  in 
pulling  it  off  1  did  do  under  damage,  exhaust,  frame  and  what-not,  but  as  far  as  that  broken  front 

i  , 
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axle,  I  do  not  believe  that,  uh,  I  initiated  that  break,  that  damage. 

BE:  OK. 

PF;  I  think  it  was  the  fall. 

BE :  The  photographs  you're  pointing  to,  this  was  all  done  on  the  lower  deck? 

PF;  Lower  deck,  eastbound  traffic,  yes. 

BE:  And  you  were  on  the  Oakland  side? 

PF:  I  was  on  the  San  Francisco  side  recovering  this  car. 

BE :  OK.  You  were  on  the  San  Francisco  side  pulling  that  car  out? 

PF:  Correct. 

BE:  OK. 

PF:  The  car  was  in  the  eastbound  travel  when  it  fell  in. 

BE:  Then  it  looks  like  in  the  photos,  uh,  center  lane  we  said? 

PF:  Yeah,  lane  three. 

BE  OK  All  right.  That" s  all  I  can  figure  to  ask  you  at  this  point  and  we'll  conclude  the  interview.  It's 
about  1 135  hours  and  the  date  is  the  9th  of  Novemtjer,  1989. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-9,  •  •   .  .     was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

Novennber  22,  1 989.  The  interview  was  started  at  1 11 5  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
tape  recorded  interview. 

IDEminCATlON: 

GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill,  CHP 
VF;  •  . 

GM:      Today's  date  is  Wednesday,  November  22, 1 989.  The  time  is  11:15  A.M.  I'm  calling  •  •  '  • 
....  'at  area  code  .......  I'm  George  Morrill,  number  7097. 

VF:  Alcohol  and  Drug  Program. 

GM:  ..........  please. 

VF:  This  is  Veronica. 

GM:  Veronica  -  George  Morrill  from  the  Highway  Patrol  again. 

VF:  Oh,  hi. 

GM:  OK  First  of  all.  I  need  to  get  your  identification.  You  told  me  your  name  is  *»**•***.  Do 
you  have  a  middle  name? 

VF:       Right  -  Ann,  A-N-N. 

GM:      And  your  address  please? 

VF:  ...... 

GM:  How  do  you  spell   •  •  ••? 

VF:   ». 

GM:  And  what  city  is  that? 

VF:  San  Francisco. 

GM:  And  your  zip  in  San  Francisco? 

VF:  •  •  •  •. 

GM:  And  your  home  phone? 

VF:  Oh.  my  . 

GM:  And  your  driver's  license  number,  please? 

VF:  Oh,  hell  --  Just  a  minute!  I  wasn't  ready  for  all  that.  So  what's  going  to  happen  with  this  now? 
What's  going  to  fiappen  with  my  driver's  license  number  and  all  that? 
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GM:  Not  a  thing.  It's  just  going  on  to  my  report.  You're  calling  in  as  a  witness. 

VF:  OK.  It's  ***** 

GM:  And  your  date  of  birth? 

I 

VF:  6/6/58. 

GM:  And  you  were  driving  on  the  afternoon  of  the  earthquake?  | 

VF:  Um-hum. 

GM:  And  your  car  and  year  model? 

VF:  Oh.  It's  an  '81  Toyota  Tercel. 

GM:  Is  that  a  two  door  or  four  door? 

VF:  Two  door. 

GM:  And  the  color? 

VF:  White. 

GM:  Do  you  know  the  license  plate  number? 

VF:  I  should,  shouldn't  I?  Yeah,  I  have  a  paper  with  that  on  it.  I  think  I'm  doing  some  transfer  on  it. 
*  •  »  *  Is  that  it?  *  ».  I  think  that's  it. 

GM:      OK.  Well,  that's  a  good  number. 

VF:       Yeah.  But  is  it  to  this  car  or  the  other  car?  OK.  ^ 

GM:      OK,  Veronica.  I  have  a  series  of  canned  questions  I'd  like  to  ask  you  first.  And  as  we're  going 

along,  it'll  probably  trigger  some  thoughts  in  your  mind  and  if  you  can  tell  me  those  thoughts  or  „ 
whatever....  You  told  me  earlier  that  you  were  going  eastbound  on  the  Bay  Bridge.  How  often  did  i| 
you  use  that  route  prior  to  the  earthquake?  f 

VF:       Pretty  regular.  I  go  to  classes  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  in  Berkeley,  and  I  have  relatives  in 
Berkeley. 

GM:      And  what  were  the  traffic  conditions  on  the  bridge  the  afternoon  of  the  earthquake? 

iM\ 

VF:       When  I  got  there,  it  was  real  slow.  I  was  sitting  ~  It  was  moving  really  slow  and  I  had  been  sitting  in 

one  place  for  quite  a  while.  I  [ 

GM:      This  was  before  the  earthquake  or  after?  I  §  v 

VF:       Yeah  -  Before  and  during.  i 

GM:      OK.  So  would  you  descrit>e  the  traffic  conditions  as  light,  moderate  or  heavy? 

VF:  Heavy. 
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GM:  And  do  you  recall  what  lane  you  may  have  been  in? 

VF:  Ummm  -  Next  to  the;  not  the  fast  lane,  but  the  one  next  to  it. 

GM:  OK.  And  how  fast  was  traffic  moving  in  your  vicinity? 

VF:  Oh  ~  When  the  earthquake  came?  I  was  sitting.  We  were  stopped. 

GM:  You  were  stopped? 

VF:  Yeah. 

GM:  How  many  people  were  in  your  car? 

VF:  When  the  quake  hit,  just  me.    Oh,  I  have  a  con-ected  license  plate  number  for  you. 

GM:  OK. 

VF:  Ready? 

GM:  Let  me  erase  the  other  one  here. 

VF:  Sorry.  I  just  got  the  -  I'm  trading  cars,  so  I  just  got  the  --  But  I  just  found  the  one  for  this  car. 


GM:      Very  good.  What  location  on  the  bridge  were  you  when  the  earthquake  struck? 

VF;       When  the  actual  quake  struck,  let's  see.  I  don't  think  I  was  officially  on  the  bridge  yet.  I  was  up  in 
the  air  around  -  Second  Street  exit?  I  think  that's  it.  From  the  last  exit  before  you  get  -  you're  like 
committed  to  getting  on  the  bridge.  And  we  went  awhile  after  that.  When  I  got  past  the  Yerba 
Buena  Island,  and  it  was  going  really  slow.  It  picked  up  for  a  little  while  after  the  earthquake 
stopped.  And  we  got  to  Verba  Buena  and  then  as  I  was  approaching  Treasure  Island,  it  started 
going  real  slow.  And  I  just  passed  - 1  had  passed  Treasure  Island,  maybe  I'd  say  something  like  two 
bkx:ks  past  Treasure  Island,  and  it  was  stopped.  And  I'd  been  trying  to  get  my  radio  to  work, 
H  because  I  hadnt  gotten  my  radio  to  work  since  the  quake  had  come.  I  was  trying  to  figure  out  what 

was  going  on.  I  looked  up  and  I  saw  all  these  people  running  toward  me  screaming.  And  there 
were  police  cars.  They  have  these  loud  speakers  on  them  and  I  couldnt  understand  what  they 
were  saying.  I  kept  sort  of  guessing  what  the  police  wanted  us  to  do. 

GM:      OK.  Lefs  go  back  a  moment  here  for  a  second.  What  was  your  first  indication  that  there  was 
something  wrong? 

VF:       With  the  bridge? 

GM:  Yes. 

VF:       When  people  were  running  toward  me  screaming. 
GM:      How  about  during  the  earthquake? 

VF:       During  the  quake,  everything  had  moved  but  I  didnt  know,  you  know,  there  Weis  anything  wrong 
with  the  actual  road. 

GM:       OK.  Your  radio  had  quit? 
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VF:  Yeah. 

GM:  OK.  Anything  else?  i 

VF:  Thaf  s  all.  I  mean,  the  road  was  moving  from  side  to  side.  And  my  radio  quit.  } 

GM:  Can  you  describe  any  motion  by  your  car?  | 

VF:  Motion?  Oh,  it  was  going  --  My  initial  reaction,  I  thought  my  shocks  had  all  gone  out  at  once.  It  was 
bouncing  up  and  down  and  sort  of  a  rolling  side  to  side  motion.  And  I  thought  it  was  my  car  until  I 
realized  it  was  going,  you  know,  with  -  More  than  my  car  could  do  on  its  own  volition.  And  that  the 
car  wasnt  moving,  so  it  couldnt  have  been  doing  that.  That's  about  it. 

GM:  OK.  And  you  were  still  stopped  at  that  time? 

VF:  Right. 

GM:  And  you  just  remained  stopped  then? 

VF:  Yeah.  Until  it  was  over  and  for  a  few  minutes  after  that,  nobody  moved.  And  then  rt  picked  up. 

GM:  Did  your  car  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle? 

VF:  Huh-uh. 

GM:  Did  it  strike  any  portion  of  the  bridge  or  any  other  object? 

VF:  Nope. 

GM:  And  were  you  injured? 

VF:  No. 

GM:  Did  you  notice  any  structure  motion,  the  roadway  or  the  bridge  railings,  or.... 

VF:  Just  that  the  whole  thing  was  moving,  sort  of  swinging,  in  a  swinging  motion. 

GM:  Side  to  side,  or  

VF:  Yes.  Sort  of  like  swinging  side  to  side  except  arching  up  on  the  ends,  moving  in  an  arch. 

GM:  Now  was  this  the  bridge  or  just  the  roadway  that  you  were  on? 

VF:  The  roadway  that  I  was  on.  I  couldnt  -  Yeah,  thaf  s  all  I  could  see. 

GM:  I'm  writing  these  responses  as  well  as  tape  recording.  I'm  trying  to  get  this  all  filled  --  Excuse  the 
pauses  here. 

VF:  I  didnt  think  you  were  really  that  slow!  No  problem. 

GM:  When  did  you  first  t>ecome  aware  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed? 
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VF:       I  didn't  know  for  sure.  People  --  When  we  got  out  of  the  car,  when  people  were  just  screaming  at 
me  to  get  out  of  my  car,  I  kept  hearing  different  stories.  Some  people  said  the  whole  bridge  had 
collapsed,  which  didn't  make  sense  since  we  were  on  the  bridge.  And  then  some  other  people 
were  saying  that  like  a  girder  had  fallen  and  knocked  one  of  the  cars  into  the  Bay.  So  I  never  was 
real  clear  until  I  got  home  that  night  what  had  actually  happened,  that  a  section  had  collapsed. 

GM:      When  you  got  home,  you  saw  it  on  television? 

VF:       And  the  radio.  I  heard  the  radio  too. 

GM:      Radio,  OK.  So  your  car  stopped  in  stopped  traffic  between  Treasure  Island  and  the  collapse? 
VF:  Yeah. 

GM:      Now  at  a  later  time,  you  were  able  to  turn  your  car  around  and  head  back  toward  San  Francisco. 

Now  I  understand,  and  I'm  sure  you  understand,  that  you  were  driving  actually  the  wrong  direction 
on  the  lower  deck  at  that  time. 

VF:       No,  not  exactly.  I  was  real  close  to  the  exit,  so  I  just  did  a  sort  of  a  slight  U.  Because  I  was  close  to 
I  mean,  I  was  real  close  to  that  entrance  ramp.  So  I  just  like  did  a  hard  turn  right  and  was  able  to  get 
on  it.  I  didn't  have  to  do  a  complete  1 80. 

GM:  OK.  Now  you  were  -  Let's  say  that  you  were  stopped  in  stopped  traffic. 

VF:  Right. 

GM:  You  made  a  U-turn.  Did  you  turn  left  or  did  you  tum  right? 

VF:  I  turned  right,  because  the  entrance  was  on  the  right  lane  and  I  was  in  the  next  to  the  left  lane. 

GM:  So  then  you  exited  the  bridge.  Would  this  be  a  normal  bridge  exit? 

VF:  No.  It  was  a  normal  bridge  entrance  ramp. 

GM:  On-ramp? 

VF:  On-ramp.  yeah. 

GM:  And  this  would  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  bridge? 

VF:  I'm  not  that  ~  To  the  rigfit,  to  my  far  right? 

GM:  To  your  right? 

VF:  Yeah. 

GM:  OK.  Now  when  you  did  this,  made  a  slight  U-turn  to  that  entrance  ramp,  how  much  time  had 

elapsed  since  the  earthquake?  How  long  after  the  earthquake  was  this  when  you  were  able  to 
make  that  tum  and  get  off  of  the  bridge? 

VF:       Oh,  almost  an  hour.  Because  I  was  on  Treasure  Island  for  -  I  think,  something  like  45  minutes. 

You  know,  from  when  we  got  out  of  our  cars.  And  then  a  police  car  came  from  the  San  Francisco 
side  with  the  loud  speaker  on  and  told  us  to  get  in  our  cars  and  get  them  off  of  the  bridge. 
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GM:      Can  you  describe  that  police  car?  Was  this  the  San  Francisco  City  Police  officer  or  would  you  

Could  you  say  whether  it  was  a  Highway  Patrol  officer,  or  military  police? 

VF:  It  looked  like  San  Francisco  City  Police,  but  I  couldnt  put  money  on  it.  I'm  sorry. 

GM:  Did  you  see  the  officer? 

VF:  I  saw  the  police  car. 

GM:  Just  saw  the  car? 

VF:  Yeah,  and  I  just  pretty  much  saw  the  top  of  it  weaving  through  traffic  with  the  lights  on  it. 

GM:  OK.  And  the  voice  that  was  coming  over  the  loud  speaker,  was  that  male? 

VF:  It  was  a  male.  He  was  not  happy! 

GM:  He  was  not  happy? 

VF:  He  sounded  real  angry  at  us.  He  said  just  get  in  your  cars  and  get  them  off  the  bridge  - 
immediately!  He  sounded  kind  of  ticked  off  at>out  it. 

GM:      OK.  When  you  took  this  entrance  ramp,  now  you're  actually  driving  the  wrong  direction.  Correct? 

VF:       Yeah,  that's  true. 

GM:      OK.  Now  when  you  got  onto  that,  then  you  put  yourself  onto  the  island.  What  route  did  you  take  -- 
What  direction  did  you  go  

VF:  There  was  a  guy  at  the  bottom  of  that  ramp  with  - 1  believe  he  had  an  orange  vest  on.  And  he  was 
standing  there  directing  traffic  and  I  said  how  do  I  get  Where  do  I  go  now?  And  he  said  take  this 
road  I  kept  going  straight.  He  just  follow  this  road  and  turn  right  on  the  bridge. 

GM:      Now  was  he  pointing  to  a  particular  road  that  he  wanted  you  to  take? 

VF:       Yeah,  he  pointed  to  the  road  right  in  front  of  us. 

GM:      Can  you  describe  that  road  for  me? 

VF:       Yeah.  I  think  it  was  still  paved  and  it  was  just  a  road  going  straight.  It  was  going  uphill  straight 
ahead  of  us.  It  seemed  like  we  were  to  continue  -- 1  dont  know.  I  doni  know  how  to  say  it. 

GM:      OK.  You  say  it  was  uphill.  Was  it  a  steep  hill? 

VF:       Yeah.  Not  bad,  no. 

GM:  Did  you  see  any  markings  on  that  little  road  that... whether  you  coukj  tell  you  were  going  the  right 
direction  on  that  road,  or  the  wrong  direction  on  the  road,  or  whether  it  was  a  two-lane  road? 

VF:       It  looked  like  a  one-lane  road.  I  mean,  I  think  it  was  a  one-lane  road  and  I  didnl  remember  any 
markings  on  It,  no. 

GM:      Was  it  a  straight  road  or  did  it  have  curves  in  it? 
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VF:       It  was  pretty  straight. 

GM:      Now  when  you  drove  on  that  little  road  and  uphill,  then  you  got  to  the  upper  deck? 
VF:  Um-hum. 

GM:      From  the  time  you  saw  the  man  with  the  orange  vest  and  he  told  you  to  take  that  road,  did  you  see 
anyone  else  directing  traffic  as  you  proceeded  up  the  hill? 

VF:  Huh-uh. 

GM:      Once  you  got  up  to  the  upper  deck,  what  did  you  do? 

VF:       I  picked  up  a  guy  on  the  bridge  and  he  was  with  me.  He  was  trying  to  get  a  ride  back. 
GM:      So  you  picked  him  up  on  the  lower  deck? 
VF:  Yeah. 

GM:      Before  you  ever  made  your  U-turn? 

VF:       Right.  As  I  was  making  the  U-turn,  actually,  he  jumped  in  the  car.  And  we  started  arguing  about 
what  the  guy  meant  when  he  said  to  turn  right  on  the  bridge.  Because  we  were  debating  did  he 
mean  right  on  the  txidge,  or  did  he  mean  to  turn  "directly"  on  the  bridge.  And  we  said,  well,  he 
said  right  so  we  should  go  right.  And  then  we  went  right  for  awhile,  just  not  very  far  at  all.  And  it 
looked  "  It  just  looked  real  strange.  The  people  were  coming  back  toward  us  and  it  looked  like  it 
was  a  drawbridge  when  the  bridge  was  up  -  because  I  really  hadn't  registered  yet  that  the  bridge 
was  txoken.  And  it  looked  like  the  bridge  was  up  and  I  couldnt  see  how  people  were  getting  to 
the  other  side,  so  I  decided  I  dont  want  to  deal  with  this;  I'm  going  back  to  the  City.  And  we  made 
a  U-tum  and  went  back  toward  San  Rancisco. 

GM:      Now  when  you  first  got  on  to  the  upper  deck,  before  you  made  your  right  turn  -  Did  you  see 
anyone  up  there  directing  traffic? 

VF:       No.  Huh-uh. 

GM:      Did  you  see  anyone  else  going  the  same  direction  that  you  did  when  you  turned  right  toward 
Oakland? 

VF:       Yes.  The  car  in  front  of  me  had  turned  right,  but  the  car  in  front  of  them  had  tumed  left.  So  we 
weren't  real  sure  which  one  to  do. 

GM:      I  see  Now  you  said  that  when  you  were  going  the  wrong  direction  up  there,  when  you  were 
actually  going  toward  Oakland,  that  you  saw  other  cars  coming  back? 

VF:  Yeah. 

GM:      Can  you  tell  me  about  how  many  cars  were  headed  back  toward  San  Francisco  on  that  upper 
deck? 

VF       I'd  say  like  three  or  four.  Three  is  what  I  would  guess. 


GM: 


At  any  time  when  you  were  up  on  the  upper  deck,  did  you  see  anyone  directing  traffic? 
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VF:  Nope. 

GM:      How  close  to  the  collapse  of  the  bridge  did  you  get  on  the  upper  deck  before  you  made  a  U-turn 
and  came  back  toward  San  Francisco? 

VF:       Hummm  -  Ifs  hard  for  me  to  say;  I'm  not  good  at  distances.  Oh,  it  was  less  than  a  block,  i  mean, 
you  know,  the  equivalent  of  a  block. 

GM:      That's  from  the  time  you  turned  right?  You  went  about  a  block? 

VF:  Yeah. 

GM:      And  we're  talking  about  maybe  a  city  block  length? 
VF:  Yeah. 

GM:      OK.  Could  you  see  the  collapse  from  where  you  were? 
VF:       Yeah.  I  didnt  understand  it,  but  I  saw  it. 
GM:      What  did  it  look  like  to  you? 

VF:       See,  I'm  not  from  this  area  originally.  And  I  thought  the  bridge  was  up  -  like  it  was  a  drawbridge.  It 
looked  like  the  bridge  was  stuck;  like  it  was  going  up  and  it  got  stuck.  And  so,  I  just  couldn't  figure 
out  why  he  told  us  to  go  here  if  it  was  stuck.  So  I  turned  around.    I'm  not  really  dumb!  I'm  just  not 
familiar  with  the  area  yet. 

GM:      Oh,  sure,  I  can  understand  that!  Did  It  appear  that  the  deck  of  the  bridge  was  above  this  portion 
that  you  saw  --  You  say  you  thought  the  Ixidge  was  raised.  Did  it  appear  that  it  was  above  the 
nomrial  traffic  lane? 

VF:       Yeah.  Or  maybe  it  was  because  the  other  part  was  broken.  But  I  just  saw  like  the  split  between 
the  two  levels  and  it  seemed  like  it  was  a  bridge  partially  raised. 

GM:      OK,  very  good.  Do  you  have  any  idea  who  the  male  was  that  was  in  your  car  with  you? 

VF:       No.  It  was  a  young  white  guy  who  worked  in  downtown  San  Francisco.  He  asked  me  to  take  him 
back  so  he  could  go  to  work,  go  back  to  work. 

GM:      I  see.  Do  you  have  any  idea  what  time  you  got  back  to  San  Francisco  that  evening? 

VF:       Ummm,  I  got  back  to  my  house  --  Actually,  it  was  pretty  quick  after  that.  Lef  s  see      Six  o'clock 

maybe?  I  mean  once  we  got  turned  around  and  stuff,  it  wasn't  hard.  Yeah. 

GM:      So  it  was  just  about  an  hour  from  the  time  you  experienced  the  earthquake  until  you  got  back  

VF:       Ifs  probably  be  6:30  then,  you're  right.  It  was  probably  6:30.  I'm  sorry.  Yeah,  the  clocks  were  out 
and  it  was  hard.  But  I  think  it  was  like  6:30  then. 

GM:      OK.  Now  if  we  can  back  up  just  a  little  bit  again,  Veronica.  Where  you  made  your  U-turn  and  you 
went  down  the  exit,  or  excuse  me,  the  entrance  to  the  bridge.  You  said  there  was  somebody 
down  there  at  the  bottom  of  that  ramp  directing  you  to  take  the  little  road  up  to  the  upper  deck? 

VF:  Um-hum. 
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GM. 

Do  you  recall  anyone  else  directing  traffic? 

VP. 

Not "  When  1  was  on  the  lower  deck,  there  was  a  normal,  human  guy  who  had  gotten  out  of  his  car 
and  he  was  directing  traffic  to  get  off  the  lower  deck. 

GM: 

That's  what  you  would  describe  as  a  civilian  as  compared  to  military? 

VP. 

Civilian,  yes.  1  saw  him  get  out  of  the  car,  yeah. 

GM: 

OK.  And  he  was  the  one  then  that  told  you  to  make  your  U-turn,  or  directed  you  to  make  that  U- 
turn? 

VP. 

Yeah.  Because  he  was  making  a  Dig  deal  out  ot  trying  to  get  people  wno  were  closer  to  ine  oreak 
off  t)efore  the  people  who  were  like  sort  of  in  my  area. 

GM: 

OK. 

VF: 

And  he  was  doing  a  pretty  good  job. 

vaM. 

uio  you  see  any  police  orncers  on  tne  lower  aecK  aireciing  irarnc  r 

VP. 

1  saw  police  officers  closer  toward  the  break.  1  saw  them  way  up  ahead  of  me,  but  1  dont  know  what 
they  were  doing. 

GM: 

Were  they  on  foot? 

VF: 

1  saw  like  two  -  OK.  There  was  a  Caltrans,  a  big  Caltrans  truck  thing  -  like  with  orange  lights  on  it, 
one  oT  inose  Dig  orange  uiings  r  f\no  iwo  ponce  cars  ana  ine  cars  inai  —  i  aon  i  Know  wno  came 
out  of  the  truck  -  Dut  the  policemen  were  out  of  their  cars  and  they  were  doing  something  further 
up  toward  the  Dreak  but  1  couldnt  --  They  weren't  talking  to  me  and  1  couldnt  tell  you  what  they 
were  doing. 

GM: 

Where  was  the  Caltrans  

VF: 

It  was  up  towards  the  police  cars. 

GM: 

And  that  would  have  been  east  of  your  location? 

VF: 

Toward  Berkeley. 

GM: 

Toward  Berkeley?  From  where  you  were? 

VF: 

Yeah.  Yeah. 

GM: 

And  the  police  cars  were  closer  to  Berkeley  also? 

VP. 

Yeah. 

GM: 
VF: 

OK.  Did  you  see  anybody  that  appeared  to  be  military  directing  traffic? 
Huh-uh.  No,  not  that  1  could  identify. 

GM: 

Did  you  see  anyone  in  your  vicinity  going  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  bridge,  exiting  the  bridge?  It 
would  actually  be  to  your  left  before  you  made  your  U-turn. 
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VF: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

Was  there  anyone  directing  those  people  over  there? 

VF: 

No.  Nobody  -  No.  Because  1  tried  to  do  that  first  and  that  traffic  got  stopped  up.  OK,  no  -  Nobody 
official  was  trying  to  move  it.    Because  that  side  was  where  most  of  the  people  were  standing  who 
had  decided  not  to  get  back  on  the  bridge  and  wouldn't  get  in  their  cars,  so  there  was  a  lot  of  foot 
traffic  over  there  and  it  was  hard  to  get  through. 

GM: 

And  the  fellow  that  was  directing  you  when  you  got  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  ramp  was  wearing 
an  orange  vest?  Is  there  anything  else  distinctive  about  him  that  you  can  recall? 

VF: 

He  was  an  older  white  male  - 1  mean  older  like  50  or  up!  You  know,  kind  of  relative.  My  image  is  - 1 
think  he  had  a  hardhat  on,  but  1  couldnt  put  money  on  it. 

GM: 

OK.  And  he  gave  you  both  verbal  direction  and  pointed  also? 

VF: 

Toweird  the  road,  yeah,  the  road  we  were  supposed  to  take. 

GM: 

OK.  Veronica,  1  think  that  probably  is  the  questions  that  1  needed  to  ask  you.  Is  there  anything 
else  that  you'd  like  to  tell  me,  or  that  you  recall? 

VF: 

Well,  1  feel  bad  about  the  guy  because  1  doni  want  him  to  get  ~  You  know,  1  think  he  was,  it  was  a 
matter  of  in  the  crisis,  people  weren't  --  people  misunderstood  what  he  was  saying.  So  1  feel  kind 
of  bad  about  that. 

GM: 

But  you  dont  know  whether  you  were  confused  as  to  what  he  told  you,  or  you  were  just  hearing  ~ 
As  far  as  you  know,  he  said  to  turn  right  on  the  bridge? 

VF: 

Right.  1  think  it  was  an  unfortunate  choice  of  words.  1  mean,  1  could  be  wrong  but  1  thought  -- 1  think 
in  his  mind,  he  just  meant  to  turn  directly  on  the  bridge  and  people  would  know  which  way  the 
upper  traffic  flew  normally. 

GM: 

OK.  You  and  your  male  passenger  had  a  discussion  about  this? 

VF: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

Was  this  while  you  were  going  up  the  ramp  to  the  upper  deck?  i 

VF: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

Did  you  stop  at  the  end  of  the  ramp  before  you  made  your  right  turn  and  discuss  it? 

VF: 

Yeah. 

GM: 

And  your  passenger  thought  you  should  turn  left? 

VF: 

We  just  said  we  dont  know,  and  it  was  ~  We  both  were  just  like  "we  dont  know"  and  it  was  like  we 
both  decided.  So  we  said  well,  if  it  doesnt  work,  we'll  turn  around.  And  so  we  turned  right  and  it 
didnt  work  so  we  turned  around!  We  didnt  realize  at  that  point  that  it  was  actually  broken  and  that 
there  was,  you  know  ~  There  could  be  a  consequence  for  going  the  wrong  way! 

GM: 

Um-hum,  yes. 

'  v. 
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VF:       So  what's  going  to  -- 1  mean,  I'm  not  going  to  be  busted  for  like  going  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge 
Of  anything  bizarre,  am  I? 

GM:      No,  you're  not. 

VF:       OK.  Am  I  going  to  hear  about  this  again,  or  is  this  over? 

GM:      As  far  as  I  know,  it's  over.  We're  just  trying  to  find  out  what  went  on.  And  it's  persons  like  you  that 
are  telling  us  that.  Thank  you,  Veronica. 

VF:       Theink  you,  sir. 

GM:  Bye-bye 

VF:  Bye. 

GM:     The  time  right  now  is  1 1 :37.  Today's  date  is  Wednesday,  November  22, 1989.  This  will  be  the 
conclusion  of  the  tape  with  I'm  George  Morrill,  number  7097. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 


( 
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W-10,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  on  November  9,  1989  at 

approximately  1439  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  the  SFOBB  Toll  Plaza.  The  following  is  a 
transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 


IDENTinCATION: 

BE:   Investigator  Bill  Esmay 

PQl  »»»•»»»•» 


BE:      0.  K.,  we'll  start  the  tape  here.  I'll  identify  myself  as  Bill  Esmay  and  I'll  have  you  identify  yourself. 
Robert. 

RG:  

BE:      Spell  your  last  name  for  us. 

RG:  

BE:      0.  K.,  and  the  date  is  November  9th  and  it's  about  1 439  hours  by  my  watch.  What  I'd  like  you  to  do 
Robert.  ..  You  are  a  Caltrans  employee,  is  that  con-ect? 

RG:      That's  correct. 

BE:      And  you  are  employed  in  what  status? 

RG:      I'm  an  equipment  operator,  a  tow  service  operator.  I  operate  tow  trucks. 
BE:      0.  K.,  and  your  assignment? 

RG:      Is  extended  service,  like  I  cover  the  area  from  the  bridge  to  the  central  freeway  and,  uh,  480  and 
everything  in  between  and  sometimes  I  go  as  far  as  Army  Street. 

BE:      O.  K.,  when  you  talk  about  the  bridge,  you're  talking  about  the  Bay  Bridge? 

RG:      The  Bay  Bridge,  correct. 

BE:      0.  K.,  and  on  the  October  17th,  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  why  dont  you  go  ahead  in  your  own 
words  and  tell  us  where  you're  at  and  what  you  did? 

RG:      I  was  heading  eastbound  1 01 ,  or  correction,  80.  I  was,  uh,  I  had  just  passed  what  is  that  the  5th 
Street  on-ramp  and  so  I  was  on  the  5th  Street  on-ramp  and  the  480  off-ramp  eastbound  80  and 
when  I  felt  what  I  thought  was  at  the  time  somebody  was  playing  jokes  and  bumped  me,  thought  it 
was  one  of  the  other  drivers.  Tumed  out  that  wasn't  the  case  and  I  saw  all  these  cars  pulling  over 
on  this,  just  basically  stopping  on  the  road  checking  their  tires.  Some  people  got  out  and  panicked 
and  ran  and  so  I  made  my  way  up.  I  was  working  towards  the  bridge  when  I  heard  a  distress  call, 
one  of  the  drivers  had  said  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  Upon  hearing  that,  I  heard  some  more  talk 
between  him  and  one  of  the  other  drivers. 


BE: 


Can  you  identify  those  drivers?  Do  you  know  who  they  were? 
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RG:      One  of  them  was,  his  last  name  was  *  »  ^  and  the  other  one  off-hand  I  doni  remember.  Things 
were  happening  so  quick  and  they  said  there  was  no  way  traffic  was  going  to  get  through.  That  it 
had  collapsed  and  there  was  a  big  chunk  missing.  That  was  the  word  I  believe  he  used.  So  upon 
hearing  that,  I  tried  contacting  my  dispatcher  and  had  no  luck  there;  I  couldnt  get  through.  So  I 
took  it  upon  myself  to  take  my  truck,  park  it  across  the  lanes,  and  put  out  some  flares  and  divert 
traffic  off  onto  480. 

BE:      Now  you  say  across  the  lanes,  is  this  across  the  lanes  to  the  Bay  Bridge? 
RG:  Con-ect. 

BE:      So  in  other  words,  you  blocked  any  traffic  from  getting  onto  the  Bay  Bridge  from  that  point? 
RG:  Right. 

BE:      All  right,  about  how  many  minutes  was  it  after  you  heard  this  distress  call  did  you  block  these  lanes? 

RG:      It  was  within  five  minutes  at  the  max.  At  the  most.  I  mean,  I  was  like  I  said,  just  passing  5th  Street 
when  it  happened  and  I  kept  working  my  way  towards  the  bridge  and  so  I'd  say  right  after  I  heard  a 
distress  call  it  was  five  minutes  at  the  most,  the  very  most.  I'd  say  three. 

BE:      You  said  it  felt  like  when  the  quake  hit,  it  felt  like  somebody  had  bumped  you?  Were  you  in  slow 
moving  traffic? 

RG:     Yeah,  it  was  slow;  it  wasnt  as  heavy  as  it  nomrially  is  at  that  time  of  day.  It  was,  I'd  say  it  was  moderate 
traffic. 

BE:      But  you  were  driving  at  that  time? 
RG:  Yes. 

BE:      Do  you  remember  what  lane  you  were  in? 
RG:      Uh,  I  believe  I  was  in  the  number  three. 

BE:      Do  you  recall  any  of  the  reactions  of  any  of  the  other  drivers  around  you? 

RG:      Yeah,  like  I  said,  quite  a  few  of  them  got  out  of  their  cars  and  started  checking  their  tires.  Some  just 
got  out  and  started  to  leave.  I  remember  saying,  "stay  with  your  car"  to  some  people  and  most 
people  I  dont  think  anybody  left  their  car  at  that  point  and  most  people  got  back  in  their  car  and  like 
I  said,  I  got  up,  I'd  been,  it  took  me  a  couple  minutes  to  get  up  to  the  tjridge  approach  there.  I 
turned  my  truck  sideways,  put  out  flares  and  just  started  diverting  them  off. 

BE:      You  never  actually  got  on  the  bridge  itself? 

RG:      Um...  I  did  later  on  that  night. 

BE:      How  long  after? 

RG:      Oh,  it  was  quite  some  time.  We  had  to....  I  was  helping  back  the  cars  off,  tuming  them  around  and 
getting  them...  Let's  see,  I  didn't  really  take  the  time  to  look  at  my  watch  that  much.  An  officer 

finally  did  an-ive  when  they  finally  diverted  traffic  off  the  eastbound  80  I  think  it  was  either  4th  or 

7th  they  started  diverting  traffic  so  then  I  didnl  have  to  worry  about  einy  traffic  coming  from  that 
direction  so  it  was  pretty  easy  to  get  everybody  turned  eiround  and  onto  480. 


B 
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BE:      O.  K..  how  long  had  you  been  at  that  post  before  the  first  CHP  unit  started  running  traffic  off 
somewhere  else?  Do  you  recall? 

||       RG:      Approximately,  this  is  just  a  guess,  like  I  say,  I,  twenty  minutes,  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes. 

BE:      O.  K.  And  then  after  that,  uh,  then  you  went  on  up  the  bridge  to  help  divert  some  of  the  traffic? 

RG:      No.  I  stayed  where  I  was. 

BE:      You  stayed? 

RG:      Right.  I  had  my  truck  still  parked  across  the  lanes  so  they  wouldn't  try  to  go  the  wrong  way  onto  80 
and  then  I  just,  like  I  was  pretty  much  just  playing  traffic  cop,  just  holding  some  people  up,  letting 
some  people  turn,  some  people  had  backed  up,  some  people  had  already  been  turned  around. 

BE:      Oh,  I  see.  So  you  stayed  at  that  post  for  quite  some  time 

RG:      Quite  some  time  and  then  once  all  the  traffic  had,  by  then  I  was  getting  some  communications 

between  some  of  the  drivers,  and  once  I  had  heard  on  the  radio  that  the  bridge  was  pretty  clear  of 
all  the  occupied  vehicles,  I  proceeded  to  go  onto  the  bridge  and  start  towing  off  the  abandoned 
vehicles. 

BE:      O.  K.  Now  by  blocking  this  approach  to  the  bridge  on  480,  are  there  any  other  approaches 
beyond  that  point  where  traffic  could  have  still  gotten  on  the  bridge? 

RG:      Yeah,  Sterling  Street  on-ramp. 

BE:      Are  there  any  others? 

RG:      Uh,  yeah,  the  one  coming  from  right  by  the,  I  dont  even  know  the  name  of  it  right  now,  coming  off 
of  Harrison  there,  coming  on  from  Harrison,  that  one.  There's  actually  two  on  here. 

BE:      So  a  total  of  three  different  places  where  they  still  couW  have  gotten  on  the  bridge,  these  were 
from  surface  streets? 

RG:  Right. 

BE:  But  the  480  is  the  main  approach  to  the  bridge? 

RG:  Right,  it's  eastbound  80  onto  the  bridge.  480  goes  off  to  the  left. 

BE:  O.  K.,  but  that  was  the  main  approach? 

RG:  Right. 

BE :  Where  most  of  the  traffic  came? 

RG:  Right. 

BE:  But  there  were  still  some  lower  surface  streets  where  traffic  could  have  entered  that  you  wouldn't 
have  been  aware  of? 


RG:  Right. 
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BE:  Did  you  have  any  contact  with  your  dispatcher  on  the  radio? 

RG:  None,  whatsoever. 

BE:  O.  K.,  did  you  l<now  if  any  of  your  dispatch,  do  they  keep  tapes  of  your...? 

RG:  I  doni  thinl<  so  no.  They  used  to  at  one  time  but  I  dont  thinly  they  do  anymore.  ; 

i 

BE:  O.  K.  Lefs  go  through  George's  stuff  here  and  see....  So  you  were  traveling  what  direction  when 
it  occurred? 

RG:  Eastbound. 

BE:  Eastbound? 

RG:  Right. 

BE:  And  you  were  on  80  at  the  time,  480? 

RG:  I  was  on  80. 

BE:  And  you  were  just  before  the  bridge? 

RG:  Right. 

BE:  All  right.  Of  course,  you  use  this  route  all  the  time  because  you  work  it? 

RG:  Correct. 

BE:  The  traffic  conditions.  You  described  as  heavy? 

RG:  Moderate  to  heavy,  right. 

BE:  O.K.  But  it  was  moving? 

RG:  It  was  moving,  right. 

BE:  Lighter  than  normal? 

RG:  I  would  say  so,  yes. 

BE:  For  commute  at  that  time? 

RG:  Right. 

BE:  Do  you  remember  the  spacing  between  the  vehicles?  ' 

RG:  Car  length. 

BE:  O.  K.  How  about  the  speeds  of  the  vehicles  at  your  point  there? 

RG:  Oh,  they  were  below  the  speed  limit  but  they  were  flowing,  it  wasnt  stop  and  go. 
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BE: 

0.  K.,  when  you  say  below  speed  limit,  uh  '> 

RG: 

35-40. 

BE; 

35-40?  You  thought  one  of  your  buddies  bumped  you  at  35-40  miles  an  hour? 

RG: 

Just  for  a  split  second,  yeah. 

BE: 

Probably  shocked  you,  didn't  it?  You  were  doing  35-40  yourself? 

RG: 

Approximately.  Yes. 

BE: 

0.  K.,  and  you  were  in  your  vehicle  by  yourself? 

RG: 

Yes. 

BE: 

0.  K.,  so  you  were  eastbound  80  and  what  cross  street  is  nearest  you? 

RG: 

Cross  street? 

BE: 

Yeah  or  on-ramo  or 

RG: 

1  was  between  uh  when  It  fir<;t  orrurred  1  was  bptwesn  thp  1  had  iust  na'5SPd  the  'Sth  Strppt  nn- 
ramp  and,  uh,  within  a  matter  of  minutes  1  was  up  to  the  480  off-ramp. 

BE: 

0.  K. 

RG: 

So  there  isn't  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  difference  In  distance  in  between. 

BE: 

0.  K. 

RG: 

If  Ifs  pertinent,  1  doni  know,  once  the  quake  had  happened  the  vehicles  did  come  to  a  stop,  a  lot 
of  them  Like  some  oeoole  checkina  their  tires  what-have-vou  so  1  did  kind  of  turn  on  mv  liaht^ 

W I    11  1  Wl  ■  I  •      b_li\W  O  \J\  1  1  W  ^  w  V/k/l  w  w  1  1  vA^I  \l  1  1^   VI  1  wll    ill           1    TV  1  Ib&L    1  Ivl  *  w    y  wU  w  w    1   \Jk  IVI   l\ll  lU    wl    lUI  1  1   wl  1   1  1  1  V    ll^l  1 

and  kind  of  weave  through  traffic,  you  know,  drove  shoulders  and  what-have-you. 

BE: 

0.  K. 

RG: 

1  don't  know  if  that's  relevant  or  not. 

BE: 

You  got  up  to  the  entrance  k)ecause  you  were  thinking  you  were  going  to  block  this? 

RG: 

You  see  1  didnt  know  what  to  think  at  the  time  and  then  within  ....  yeah,  basically,  by  the  time  1  had 
heard  the  call,  right?  So  yeah,  1  was  going  to  block  the  ramp.  Or  the  approach. 

BE: 

Again,  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong  was  you  felt  what  you  thought  was  a  bump. 

RG: 

1  thought  1  had  been  bumped,  right. 

BE: 

O  K  can  vou  describe  the  motion  of  vour  vehicle  durina  this  bumo  that  vou  felt? 

RG: 

It,  uh,  basically  at  first  1,  well,  thinking  it  was  a  bump,  basically  it  just  rocked,  like  1  had  been  bumped. 

5^nmAr>np  vnii  know 

BE: 

0.  K.  What  did  you  do  then  after  you  felt  this  rock? 
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RG:  After  I  felt  the  initial  "thud"  when  I  thought  I  had  been  bumped,  then  I  realized  that  it  was  an 
earthquake. 

BE:  O.  K. 

RG:  And,  uh.... 

BE:  Did  you  brake,  steer,  change  lanes,  or  do  anything  like  that? 

RG:  Not  at  all.  Oh,  I  slowed  down  cause  traffic  basically  slowed  down. 

BE:  O.K.  Slowed,  right? 

RG:  Right. 

BE :  You  saw  a  lot  of  the  other  vehicles  stopped? 

RG:  Quite  a  few  vehicles  did  stop,  right. 

BE:  Many  stopped  and,  uh,  others  slowed? 

RG:  Others  slowed. 

BE:  Did  anybody  see  anybody  steer  left  or  right? 

RG:  No,  I  cant  recall  any  of  that.  Like  I  said,  some  people  did  actually  get  out  of  their  cars  and  walked 
around  their  cars  and  some  got  out  and  started  to  walk  away.  Whatever  reason. 

BE:  Uh,  uh.  Did  you  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle  during  the  earthquake? 

RG:  No.  I  didn't  see  any  contact  made  with  any  of  the  vehicles. 

BE:  You  didn't  contact  and  you  didnt  see  any  either? 

RG:  No. 

BE:  Did  your  vehicle  strike  any  portion  of  the  highway  or  bridge  or  anything  like  that? 

RG:  No. 

BE:  Did  you  notice  any  movement  in  any  of  the  structure? 

RG:  No. 

BE:  And  you  first  became  aware  that  the  structure  had  fallen  by  the  distress  call? 

RG:  Right. 

B  E :  From  another  driver? 

RG:  Correct. 

BE:  And  you  believe  that  driver  to  be'  •  .  *? 
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RG:  Right,  •  •  %  is  his  last  name. 

BE:  •  •  •  •  . 

RG:  Right. 

BE:  Other  than  yourself,  did  you  see  anybody  else  directing  traffic  after  the  earthquake? 

RG:  No. 

BE:  0.  K.,  that's  all  I  have.  That  even  gets  all  his  information.  That's  great. 

RG:  Does  that  help  any? 

BE:  Yeah. 

RG:  O.  K. 

BE:  How  about  1451  and  that's  it. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-11,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  on  November  9,  1989,  at 

approximately  1516  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  the  SFOBB  Toll  Plaza  .  The  following  is  an 
edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

HH:   Investigator  Harold  Haupt 
BE:    Investigator  Bill  Esmay 
JG: 


HH;      This  is  Officer  Harold  Haupt.  I'll  be  interviewing  Mr.  '  'regarding  the  earthquake  incident 

and  anything  he  can  relate  as  to  the  accident  that  occurred  on  that  date.  Also  present  in  the  room 
is  Officer  Bill  Esmay,  ID  number  7905.  Today's  date  is  11/9/89.  The  approximate  time  is  1516 
hours.  We  are  at  the  Toll  Plaza  for  San  Francisco/Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Interstate  80.  Mr.  *  *  •  for 
the  tape  could  you  pronounce  your  name  for  us.  spell  your  last  name  and  give  us  your  date  of 
birth,  please. 

JG:        '  •  •  Birthday:  June  28,  1949. 

HH:      Your  first  name? 

JG:  John. 

HH:      Mr.  •  •  »  ,  can  you  think  back  to  the  earthquake  incident  and  tell  us  where  you  were  and  what  you 
saw  or  felt  or  whatever? 

JG:      Prior  to  5  o'clock  I  got  a  call  to  go  up  to  291 ,  that  was  actually  the  section  that  had  dropped  down 
there,  so  I  was  up  there  in  lane  one  and  I  blocked  off  lane  one  with  my  lights  to  my  tow  truck  and, 
uh,  that's  ...  I  had  a  stranded  motorist  up  there  out  of  gas.  So  I  got  out  a  five  gallon  can  and  started 
giving  him  gas  and  all  of  a  sudden  the  bridge  started  shaking  slowly.  He  even  asked  me,  "is  that  a 
truck?"  I  said,  "Well,  a  truck  doesn't  shake  this  much,"  and  then  it  started  picking  up  real  intensely 
and  started  getting  worse.  At  that  time  I  dropped  the  can  and  I  tried  to  make  it  to  my  truck  which  is 
five  feet  away.  I  almost  didnl  make  it.  It  almost  knocked  me  down.  I  held  onto  the  grip  bars  and  I'm 
looking  around  as  I'm  holding  on  and  everything  is  coming  to  a  complete  stop.  Cars  were  hitting 
the  side  of  the  bridge,  uh,  and  then  I  looked  to  my  left  and  I  saw  this  cloud  of  dust  going  up  and 
then  I  realized  then  that  the  bridge  was  caving  in.  My  first  thought  was,  uh,  a  ship  hit  the  pier  and 
it's  going  to  cause  a  domino  effect  and  so  I  was  going  to  be  next  there.  Anyway  everything  came 
to  a  stop  and  all  that  noise  that  went  on,  it  was  real  quiet.  Cars  were  just,  everything  was  just  to  a 
halt.  So  I  looked  around  for  awhile  and,  uh,  then  I  went  up  to  the  collapsed  section  and  looked 
down.  The  people  already  got...  when  I  got  there,  there  was  two  cars  down  at  the  bottom  and  the 
people  already  had  climbed  up  to  the  bottom  deck.  There  was  a  lady  there  crying;  sometxxly  was 
holding  her.  She  was  probably  one  of  the  persons  in  the  car.  She  was  all  shook  up.  I  was  up  on 
the  top  deck  westbound  and  looking  down  on  the  bottom  deck.  At  that  time,  I  started  getting  cars 
of  the  bridge  and  they  started  backing  off  the  bridge  and  then  we  got  them  off.  Well,  I  got  them 
off,  I  got  them  all  the  way  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  incline  and  I  met  a  couple  other  trucks  down 
there,  a  couple  of  other  tow  trucks  and  then  we  were  just  down  there  and  somebody  came  down 
and  said  somebody  either  jumped  or  tried  to  jump  with  their  car  or  something  and  then  that's  when 
we  started  going  up.  There  were  three  of  our  trucks  up  there.  We  got  our  trucks  up  there  and 
that's  when  I  saw  that  red  sedan  up  there  and,  uh,  I  hang  over  the  side  a  little  bit  and  looked  in. 
The  man  was  alive,  uh,  he  wasnt  talking  or  anything.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  all  right  but  he  didnl 
answer.  He  just  looked  at  me.  And,  I  looked  at  the  lady  next  to  him  and  she  looked  dead  to  me. 
She  looked  like  she  was  dead  on  impact.  So  we,  for  the  next,  I  don't  know  how  long  It  took,  uh,  I 
knew  by  the  time  we  got  the  car  out  and  everything  it  was  almost  dark  so  we  devised  a  way  to  get 
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that  car  out.  We  started  getting  the  car  off  in  front  but  it  started  ripping  in  half  so  we  had  to  devise  a 
way  to  get  the  car  out  so  we  wouldn't  cause  any  more,  cause....  get  the  man  to  save  him  from 
going  all  the  way  down.  So  we  got  the  car  out  after  awhile  and  it  was  almost  dark  when  we  did  that. 
That  was  about  it  and  then  we,  the  helicopter,  the  Coast  Guard,  landed  on  the  deck  and  the 
paramedics  came  out  and  we  got  the  door  open  from  his  side  and  got  him  out.  She  was  already 
dead  so  we  pull  her  out  through  the  window  and  put  her  down  and  we  did  that  about ....  seemed 
like  to  me  a  couple  of  quarts  of  blood  or  a  gallon  of  blood  came  out  of  her  and  we  put  some  sand 
on  that.  Then  we  got  her  body  too,  I  helped  carry  his  body  to  the  helicopter,  then  we  put  her  body 
in  the  helicopter.  That  was  about  it. 

HH:      How  did  you  take  the  car  out?  Did  you  use  cables? 

JG:      We  used  cables.  We  put  two  cables  in  the  front  there  and  then  it  started  ripping  so  not  to  cause 
any  more  hazard  to  the  guy,  he  was  still  alive  in  the  car,  we  had  to  devise  a  way  to  put  a  couple 
more  cables  undemeath  the  rear  axle  and  then  pull  the  car  out  that  way.  That's  how  we  got  it  out 
without  splitting  the  car  in  half  so  to  speak.  The  A-firame  looked  like  it  was  going  to  come  apart. 

HH:      Did  you  at  any  time,  or  anybody  put  cables  on  the  A-pillar  post  where  the  windshield  is? 

JG:      No,  not  after  we  got  the  car  out.  We  couldn't  do  that  cause  it  was  too  weak.  We  put  it  where  the 
frame  was.  But  after  we  got  the  car  out,  I  grabbed  one  of  the  hooks  to  the  tow  truck  and  put  It  on 
the  passenger  side,  that's  where  the  man  was,  uh,  cause  the  paramedics  came  over  and  said, 
"Let's  get  her  out."  I  say,  hey,  she's  dead  already,  lefs,  you  know,  get  him  out  and  so  we  put  the 
thing  there  and  we  ripped  the  door  right  open  and  it  opened  up  and  then  the  paramedics  got  in 
there  and  put  braces  on,  or  whatever  they  had  to  do  and  when  that  was  ready,  I  helped  take  his 
body  out  and  put  It  on  the  stretcher. 

H H:      Did  you  talk  to  that  passenger  at  all? 

JG:      I  was  trying  to  tell,  yeah,  I  was  trying  to  see  how  he  was  doing  and  everything  but  he  was  just 
looking  at  me.  No,  he  didn't  say  nothing. 

HH:      He  never  made  any  statements  to  you? 

JG:      He  made  no  statements;  he  was  in  pain.  He  was  in  pain,  uh,  and  then  as  time  went  by  he  started 
shaking  so  he  started  going  Into  shock. 

HH:      You  were  up  there  when  the  earthquake  hit  and  you  saw  the  dust  and  you  thought  the  bridge  had 
collapsed? 

JG:  Right. 

HH:  What  were  the  traffic  conditions  at  that  time?  ^  I  j 

JG:  It  was  moving.  ^ 

HH:  Just  prior  to  it?  ^ 

JG:      Prior  to  it.  it  was  moving.  It  was  not,  you  know,  it  was  moderate  to  light-heavy,  and  then  moderate 
to  light-heavy. 

HH:      Moderate  to  light-heavy.  Did  you  direct  traffic  off  the  bridge  from  the  collapsed  section  back  to  the 
Toll  Plaza? 

 fi 
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JG:  Yeah,  well,  that  was  my  uh,  after  the  earthquake  hit  I  started  to  get  into  my  truck.  I  mean  I  went  to 
look  over  the  side  to  see  what  to  do  there.  People  were  out  of  the  two  cars  on  the  bottom  there 
so  from  there  on  I  started  directing  traffic  out  of  the  bridge  towards  the  incline. 

HH:      After  the  earthquake  hit,  after  it  quit,  approximately  how  much  time  did  it  take  you  to  notify 
anybody  that  you  had  a  problem  on  the  bridge? 

JG:      Right  away.  As  soon  as  it  stopped  shaking,  I  jumped  on  the  radio  and,  uh,  I  started  saying,  you 

know,  the  bridge  is,  you  can't  move  traffic  through  the  bridge.  Get  everybody  off  the  bridge.  I  had 
no  communication  with  the  dispatchers.  He  was  down,  his  line  was  down,  but  all  the  trucks  could 
hear  me. 

HH:  0.  K,  now,  did  you  go  to  the  radio  first  and  make  that  announcement,  make  that  distress  call  or  did 
you  go  

JG:      Yes.  right  away. 

HH:      ...  to  the  open  section  and. . . . 

JG:      Yeah,  I  made  the  distress  call  right  away. 

HH:      Right  away? 

JG:  I  said,  This  Is  an  emergency!"  "Lets  get  all  the  traffic  off  the  bridge,  they  can't  go  through."  Some 
guys  thought  I  was  kidding  because  they  didn't  think  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 

HH:      How  long  did  it  take  to  get  everybody  that  was  ?  What  direction  were  you  going? 

JG:  Westbound. 

HH:      So  you  were  on  the  upper  deck? 

JG:      The  upper  deck. 

HH:      How  long  did  it  take  you  to  clear  the  bridge  of  that  westbound  traffic? 

JG:  As  far  as  time  goes,  I  was  too  busy.  I  didnl  have  time  to  took  at  my  watch.  I  was  too  busy  and  all  I 
know  is  by  the  time  we  got  to  that  car  up  there  it  was  still  daylight  and  by  the  time  we  pulled  it  out 
and  had  the  bodies  out.  the  chopper  came  down,  and  we  put  the  bodies  in  it  started  getting  dark. 

HH:      0.  K.  but  you  got  all  the  traffic  off  the  bridge  prior  to  returning  to  the  collapsed  ? 

JG:  No,  there  was  a  bob-tail  up  there.  There  was  another  car  still  up  there.  Uh.  there  were  the  lookers 
but  I  think  that  bob-tail,  he  might  have  been  a  relative  or  a  fi-iend  of  these  people  because  after  we 
pulled  the  car  out,  uh.  he  was  going  through  their  trunk,  getting  all  their  luggage.  I  asked  him  what 

was  his  business  and  he  said  I  don't  know  exactly  what  he  said  but  he  said  he  was  a  fi'iend.  He 

was  like  a  Samoan,  like  the  two  people  in  the  car.  and  he  said  he  was  a  friend  or  a  relative.  I  dont 
recall,  but  he  started  getting  all  their  suitcases  and  stuff  out  of  there.  I  think  he  was  driving  the  bob- 
tail that  was  up  on  this  side  of  the  collapsed  area. 

HH:  O.  K..  so  you're  referring  to  the  accident  itself,  correct?  The  accident  car  is  what  you're  referring 
to? 

JG:  Yeah. 
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HH:      Prior  to  learning  of  the  accident,  was  all  the  traffic  off  of  the  westbound? 

JG:      I'd  say  yeah,  pretty  much.  There  was  only  a  couple  of  cars  scattered  here  and  there  that  were  still 
on  the  deck. 

HH:     Were  there  people  with  these  cars  or  were  these  abandoned  cars? 

JG:      Uh,  dont  know.  I  don't  really  there  was  a  couple  of  guys  up  there  that  left  their  cars  up  there. 

They  were  trying  to  help. 

HH:      Did  anybody  else  help  you  direct  the  traffic  off? 

JG:      No,  it  was  pretty....  as  soon  as  they  knew  the  bridge  was  off,  they  started  backing  up  so  they  were 
heading  out,  and  I  had  my  truck  over  there  with  the  lights  on  to  make  sure  they  were  going  back.  I 
was  heading  towards  traffic,  my  lights  were  on,  I  wanted  to  make  sure,  you  know,  nobody  got 
through  past  me. 

HH:      Were  you  aware  of  anybody  that  stopped  traffic  to  the  east  of  you  to  keep  traffic  from  coming  onto 
the  bridge? 

JG:      No,  I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

HH:      Approximately  how  long  after  the  earthquake  did  you  return  to  the  plaza  here? 

JG:      Oh,  I  dont  know.  It  was  already  dark  so  I  dont  know.  I  wasnt  looking  at  time  or  anything;  I  was  too 
busy. 

HH:      O.  K.,  where  were  you  when  you  received  word  that  there  had  been  an  accident? 

JG:      O.  K.,  I  was  already  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  Incline  and  there  was  a  couple  of  other  trucks  there, 
our  trucks,  and  I  guess  they  were  helping  to  get  the  people  out  of  the  bridge  so  it  was  basically  us 
and  a  T.V..  news  crew.  Then  we  were  just  out  there  kind  of  making  sure  nobody  else  drives  up 
that  ramp. 

HH:      O.  K. 

JG:      And  then  that's  when  we  got  the  call.  Somebody  came  down.  Somebody  came  down  who  was 
already  up  there  and  said  somebody  tried  to  jump.  That's  when  we  jumped  into  our  trucks  and 
went  up  there. 

BE:      Can  you  describe  that  vehicle  or  that  person  or  party  or  identify  them  for  us? 
JG:  No. 

BE:      You  say  you  were....  the  call  that  came  In  for  the  person  you  went  up  there  to  originally  help  to  get 
gas  to,  that  was  after  call  box  291  ? 

JG:      Yeah,  around  that  area. 

BE :      Do  you  know  if  thats  specifically  the  call  box  they  called  in  from? 
JG:      Yes.  that's  the  call  I  got. 
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BE:      How  far  were  you  from  the  collapsed  area? 
JG:      A  hundred  feet. 
BE:      A  hundred  feet? 

JG:      Yeah.  So  I  mean  if  he  wasnt  out  of  gas,  we  were  pushing  to  the  island       I  would  probably  have 

went  down.  My  usual  procedure  is  to  just  to  push  it  to  the  island  and  hook  it  up  there  up  on  the 
deck,  and.  uh,  so  if  he  wasnt  out  of  gas  I  would  have  just  told  them  on  the  PA  system  to  get  in,  put 
the  key  in  and  I'll  push  you  up  to  the  island.  I  probably  would  have  went  down  with  him. 

BE:      Is  there  any  way  we  could  get  information  on  these  people  that  you  helped.  I  mean  they  were 
obviously  they  

JG:       I  called  in  the  license  plates. 

BE:      O.  K  ,  to  your  dispatch? 

JG:      To  the  dispatch. 

BE:      Do  they  keep  records? 

JG:      They  keep  records.  Prior  to  the  earthquake,  I  gave  him  the  license  of  the  stalled  car  up  there  in 
lane  one.  My  theory  is  on  that  friend,  he  didnl  make  it  across  the  gap,  see  that  so  called  friend  of 
his  who  helped  take  the  luggage  out.  This  is  my  theory,  you  know,  cause  I  saw  the  amateur  tape. 
She  was  coming  there  and  the  bobtail  was  pointing  out.  He  was  on  this  side  of ...  And  I'm  not 
sure,  but  I  think  that's  the  bobtail  that  their  friend  was  either  following  them,  cause  he  knew  these 
people  and  he's  the  one  that  was  grabbing  their  luggage,  you  see.  He  was  Samoan  also,  I  think 
he  was  Samoan,  or  whatever  he  was,  the  same  as  the  people  in  the  car  was.  So  my  theory  was,  he 
was  pulling  out,  and  here  she  was  coming  and  she  saw  him  pulling  out.  you  know,  he  wasnl  out 
there  going  like  this.  That's  my  theory  on  cause  they  definitely  knew  each  other. 

HH:      Um,  urn.  This  person  that  was  taking  the  luggage  out,  was  he  on  the  westbound? 

JG:      He  was  east  of  the  break  where  I  was,  you  see. 

BE :      He  was  ahead  of  that  vehicle. 

JG:      Here  was  the  break  here  going  on  the  incline  westbound;  he  was  here  and  the  break,  you  know, 
was  on  the.  ..  that  car  was  on  the  east  end  coming  towards  this  side. 

BE:  The  Oakland  side? 

JG:  Yeah.  So,  that's  a  theory,  I'm  not  sure. 

HH:  The  guy  taking  the  luggage  was  on  the  Oakland  side? 

JG:  Right. 

HH:  That" s  where  you  pulled  the  car  up  to? 


JG: 


Yeah. 
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HH:      All  right. 

JG:  He  was  there  helping  us.  ^ 
HH:      He  was  there  helping  you? 

JG:      And  I  asked  him  what  was  his  business  up  here.  He  said  he  was  either  a  friend  or  a  relative.  I'm  not 
sure  what  he  said  but  he  knew  those  people  in  the  car.  And  he  took  their  luggage.  He  took 
whatever  was  left.  He  was  taking  that. 

HH:      Did  anybody  get  his  name  at  all  that  you  know  of? 

JG:      Uh,  no. 

HH:      Was  there  an  officer  there  at  that  time? 

JG:      They  come  and  go.  There  was  a  CHP  coming  up  and  I  even  asked  him  how  was  the....  cause  I 

didnt  know  what  news  was  going  on.  I  was  concerned  about  Candlestick.  I  asked  him  if  he  knows 
anything  that  happened  to  Candlestick,  update  on  50,000  people. 

HH:  Was  this  a  car  unit,  a  motorcycle? 

JG:  A  motorcycle  unit. 

BE:  A  motorcycle,  and  he  was  on  your  side  of  the  bridge? 

JG:  He  was  on  my  side.  He  came  out  there  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

BE:  Did  you  notice  any  officers  on  the  opposite  side? 

JG:  Uh,  oh  yeah,  there  was  a  flash  once  in  awhile  I'd  see  down  there  on  the  bottom  deck. 

HH:  How  much  longer  after  the  earthquake  did  you  see  these  people? 

JG:  As  far  as  time  goes,  I  was  too  busy  with  the  car. 

HH:  The  accident  had  already  happened  when  you  see  these  units  on  deck? 

JG:      Oh  yes,  it  had  already  happened.  Too  busy  with  that  car  so  as  far  as  time  goes  I  didnt  know  what 
was  going  on.  Time  or  even  if  the  city  was  still  standing. 

HH:      O.  K.,  what  abouX  as  far  as....  do  you  know  of  any  construction  that  was  going  on  prior  to  the 
earthquake?  Did  you  see  any  other  Caltrans  employees  on  the  other  side? 

JG:  Yeah,  Vinnie  came  by. 

BE:  That's  another  driver? 

JG:  Yeah,  and  he  came  by.  He  saw  me  and  I  saw  him. 

HH:  Was  this  the  guy  who  answered  to  your  emergency  call,  The  one  you  said  was  Vinnie? 
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JG:      On  the  air,  I  just  said,  "anybody  out  ttiere,  any  of  our  trucks,  get  everybody  off  the  bridge."  That's 
all  I  said.  Don't  try  to  make  it  across.  Whoever,  and  •  *  *  •  over  there,  he  went  and  blocked  off 
lane....uh,  5th  Street.  He  was  on  the  east  end,  uh,  I  mean  west  end  lane,  uh,  5th  Street  on-ramp. 
He  went  down  there  and  blocked  off  5th  Street,  you  know,  to  make  sure  people  didnt  come  on 
the  bridge  What  I  hear  from  these  guys,  they  spent,  you  know,  until  about  ten  or  eleven  or 
whatever  getting  cars  off  the  bridge.  The  CHP  was  telling  us  get  it  out  anywhere  you  can. 
(unintelligible)  and  lock  their  cars. 

BE:      Uh,  I'm  going  to  ask  you  some  more  questions.  This  is  more  for,  like  I  say,  the  other  guys  reports, 
in  that  I  may  be  re-asking  things  but  I'm  not  sure  whether  we  asked  or  not  but  the  traffic 
conditions.  ..  I  remember  you  saying  they  were  like  heavy  to  moderate? 

JG;  Uh  

BE:  Lighter.... 

JG:      Moderate  to  light-heavy.  Seems  like  everybody  was  home  getting  ready  to  watch  the  game.  I 
think  that's  what  saved  lives  on  the  Cypress. 

BE:  O.  K.  When  the  earthquake  occurred,  you  were  out  of  the  tow  vehicle? 

JG:  I  was  out  of  the  truck  getting  gas. 

BE  O.  K..  on  what  side,  the  north  or  south  side  of  the  bridge? 

JG:  On  the  south  side;  lane  one.  I  had  that  blocked. 

BE;  That  was  blocked,  uh? 

JG:  I  blocked  It  yeah  cause  it  was  a  stalled  vehicle. 

BE  Did  you  have  your  emergency  lights  on,  etc.? 

JG:  Oh  yeah,  definitely.  That's  automatic. 

BE:  How  many  people  in  that  other  vehicle? 

JG:  The  car  that  was  stalled? 

BE :  The  car  that  was  stalled,  out  of  gas. 

JG;  I  think  just  one  man. 

BE  One  man? 

JG:  White  male. 

BE  Uh,O  K.,so  you  were  on  the  bridge  and  you  figure  you  were  about  a  hundred  feet  east  of  the 
break? 

JG  Yeah. 

BE:      I'll  call  it  the  collapse,  I  guess.  We  can  use  any  words  we  want.  What  was  your  first  indication  that 
something  was  wrong?  When  did  you  realize  that....? 
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JG: 

When  it  started  shaking  like  crazy,  almost  knocked  me  down. 

BE: 

0.  K. 

JG: 

That's  why  1  became  religious. 

BE: 

Did  you  know  It  was  an  earthquake  right  away? 

JG: 

It  shook  so  bad  1  thought  1  wasnl  going  to  live  through  that.  JM 

BE: 

Is  that  right?  fl 

JG: 

Everything  stopped.  ■ 

BE: 

Did  you  grab  onto  anything?  Holding?  1 

JG: 

Yeah,  1  held  onto  the  grip  of  the  truck  outside. 

BE: 

•V 

The  door  handle?  • 

JG: 

No,  not  the  door  handle;  the  grip.  We  got  bars. 

BE: 

0.  K.,  the  back  of  the  truck? 

JG: 

No,  right  on  the  driver's  side. 

BE: 

0.  K. 

JG: 

1  held  on  and  started  looking  around. 

BE: 

Were  you  in  the  truck? 

JG: 

No,  1  was  outside. 

BE: 

Can  you  describe  the  motion  that  you  were  feeling  while  on  that  bridge? 

JG: 

It  was  so  bad  that  cars  lost  control,  they  were  hitting  the  side  of  the  bridge.  My  truck  was  shaking  1 
so  bad,  1  mean,  if  1  didnt  hold  on  1  would  have  been,  it  would  have  knocked  me  down.  Floyd  Price,  | 
another  driver,  he  was  right  down  on  the  bottom  on  the  mold  down  there  and  he  saw  a  lot  of  the  |i 
bridge  action.  He  had  a  stall  down  there. 

BE: 

What  was  his  name?                                                                                         ;  j 

JG: 

*****■.  J 

BE: 

****•!.                                                                                                                                                                                .  5 

JG: 

Yeah.  He  saw  the  bridge  going  like  crazy.  He  described  the  poles  were  going  left  and  right,  you  jj 
know. 

BE: 

But  you  couldn't  see  that  from  where  you  were?  i 

JG: 

No,  1  was  up  on  it. 

 .  — 

'k. 
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BE:      You  were  up  on  it  and  you  just  felt  it  shaking  like  crazy.  O.  K.,  now  you  mentioned  the  other 
vehicles.  You  saw  vehicles  going  in  every  direction  and  bouncing  off  the  bridge  or....? 

JG:      I  saw  a  few,  a  couple  of  vehicles  hit  the  side  of  the  bridge.  Almost  going  up  on  the  curb  there, 
losing  control.  Then  everything  came  to  a  stop.  Complete  stop,  no  noise,  no  nothing. 

BE:      O.  K.  Other  than  the  vehicles  hitting  the  side  of  the  bridge,  did  you  notice  any  movement  of  those 
vehicles  up  and  down,  sideways,  any  of  them  spinning  out  or  anything  like  that? 

JG:      Uh,  I  was  I  didn't  really  get  a  good  detail  look  at  that.  I  just  saw  them  hitting  the  side  of  the 

bridge  and  just  come  to  a  stop.  That* s  all  I  saw. 

BE:  O.  K.,  did  your  vehicle  make  contact  with  any  of  the  other  vehicles  or  any  other  vehicles  hit  it? 

JG:  No,  they  were  far  from  me  cause  I  had  the  ligfTts  on. 

BE:  O.  K.,  your  vehicle  didn't  hit  any  portion  of  the  bridge  or  the  bridge  hit  it? 

JG:  No. 

BE:  O.  K.,  were  any  people  in  that  other  car  injured  at  all? 

JG:  The  car  I  was  helping  gas? 

BE:  Yeah. 

JG:  I  just  saw  one  gentleman.  I  dont  think  he  was  cause  I  got  my  can  back  out  there. 

BE:      O.  K.,  this  question  says,  did  you  notice  any  structure  motion  such  as  the  roadway,  bridge  rail  or 
support? 

JG:      The  bridge  was  shaking  like  crazy,  that's  all  I  know.  It  was  bad.  It  was  so  bad  I  thought  I  wasnt 
going  to  make  it.  Then  when  it  stopped  then  I  knew  that  I  made  it. 

BE :      O.K.,  when  did  you  first  become  aware  of  the  structure  Itself  had  fallen? 

JG:      Well,  as  soon  as  I  saw  those  cars  hit.  You  see  that's  why  I  didnt  pay  attention  to  everything  else.  I 
saw  those  cars  hit  the  side.  Then  I  tooked  to  my  left  and  I  saw  a  cloud  of  dust  going  up.  It  was  still 
noisy  at  that  time  so  I  didnt  really  hear  a  big  bang  or  einything.  It  wcis  still....  after  the  quake 
stopped,  everything  came  to  a  dead  stop.  Dead  silence. 

BE:      Real  silent? 

JG:      Really  eerie. 

BE:      What  noise  were  you  hearing? 

JG:      Just  traffic.  Once  you're  on  that  bridge  you  can't  hear  anything.  Sometimes  we  have  to  roll  up  the 
window  to  talk  to  the  dispatcher. 


BE: 


O.  K  ,  did  you  see  anybody  directing  traffic  after  the  collapse  either  on  the  other  side  or  your  side? 
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JG:      Uh,  no,  like  I  went  up  there,  saw  those  two  cars  and  I  didnt  see  nobody  in  them.  You  know,  they 
climbed  up.  See  people  down  there,  a  bus,  saw  that  and  people  just  standing  around  in 
amazement.  And,  uh,  from  that  point  on  that's  when  I  started  directing  traffic  off  the  bridge. 

HH:      On  the  traffic  conditions,  you  say  moderate  to  light-heavy.  Are  you  referring  to  that  type  of  traffic 
as  you  were  going  west  to  the  stalled  vehicle? 

JG:  Yes. 

HH:  Did  you  notice  what  the  traffic  was  like  after  the  stalled  vehicle? 

JG:  No,  cause  it  

HH:  Did  it  seem  to  pick  up,  move  a  little  quicker? 

JG:  You  mean  after  I  got  to  the  stalled  vehicle? 

HH:  After  you  got  to  the  stalled  vehicle,  just  prior  to  the  earthquake  now  that  I'm  referring  to. 

JG:      I  was  just,  didn't  have  much  time  to  look  around.  I  was  just  trying  to  get  the  guy  out  of  there.  So  I 
just  asked  him  what....  he  said  he  needed  gas  so  thafs  when  I  decided  to  give  him  gas  there  and 

get  him  out  of  there,  but  the  first  thing  I  do  Is  look  in  my  mirrors  to  see  when  Its  before,  prior  to  I 

get  to  any  stall,  I  start  putting  on  the  flashers,  the  lights  and  everything,  slowing  down  traffic  and 
then  before  I  get  out  of  my  truck  I  look  in  the  mirrors  to  make  sure  some  guy  isn't  coming  at  you  80 
miles  at  an  hour.  Then  I  got  out  and  serviced  the  vehicle. 

HH:     O.  K.,  did  you  stop  behind  the  stalled  vehicle  or  in  front  of  the  stalled  vehicle? 

JG:      His  car  was  already  on  the  left  of  the  lane  there.  He  was  sticking  out  a  little  bit  in  the  lane.  That's 
why  I  shut  the  lane  off  and,  uh,  that  was  it. 

BE:      I  cant  think  of  anything  else. 

HH:      This  will  conclude  the  taped  interview  with  Mr.  *  *  * '.  Approximate  time  is  now  1542  hours. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-12,  ........*«,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  via  telephone  on 

November  21 , 1989.  The  interview  started  at  0800  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape 
recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

RP:  Investigator  Robert  Powers 
GG:  

iGG;   lot  of  other  people  that  kept  going,  so  I  had  a  larger  space  between  me  and  the  car  in  front 
of  me. 
RP:       OK.  That  sounds  reasonable. 

GG:      And  I  was  creeping  along  because  I  knew  that  If  something  were  to  happen,  I  wanted  to  have  a 
little  bit  of  speed  to  be  able  to  do  something  if  I  needed  to  do  something.  When  --  In  the  last  five 
seconds,  getting  back  to  that,  it  really  got  violent  and  a  water  line  going  to  Verba  Buena  broke  in 
the  far  left  hand  lane.  And  that  was  just  prot)ably  a  car  or  two  ahead  of  me  on  the  left  at  the  time  I 
saw  it  break.  And  then  within  a  second  after  that,  the  upper  deck  fell  down  on  the  lower  deck  and 
that* s  about  the  time  I  said  -  Uh,  oh:  If  this  keeps  up,  we're  dead!  And  it  kept  up  for  maybe  one 
second  or  two  seconds  longer  and  then  it  kind  of  subsided.  And  the  bridge  was  still  kind  of 
CTeaking  and  cracking  then  for  the  next  oh,  two  or  three  seconds,  I  guess. 

RP:      Did  you  see  the  lower  deck  separate  at  all  prior  to  the  upper  deck  hitting  it? 

GG:       Did  I  see  the  lower  deck  separate?  No.  I  mean,  I  wasnt  that  close  to  see  the       I  mean,  but  It 

(looked  like  when  I  walked  up  there  before  the  Highway  Patrol  got  there,  is  that  it  pounded  Itself 
through... just  the  weight  of  It.  That  may  not  have  been  what  happened  though. 

RP:      Well,  that  sounds  pretty  good.  You've  answered  a  couple  of  things  for  us.  Now  the  next  thing  - 
Once  everything  stopped  and  everything  and  traffic  kind  of  backed  up  there,  what  did  you  do 
then?  Did  you  get  out  like  everybody  else,  or  

GG:      Yeah.  I  got  out  like  everytxxfy  else.  We  realized  It  was  an  earthquake  obviously.  We  realized  we 
weren't  going  forward  and  there  was  a  hesitation  of  my  mind  to  go  forward  and  see  If  I  could  help 

Ianytxxly  or  to  go  back  towards  Yerba  Buena  knowing  that  we  werenl  going  to  go  forward  and  not 
knowing  the  condition  of  how  the  structure  was  still  hanging  up  there. 

^P:       Did  you  see  anytxxjy  get  hit  by  the  bridge? 

3G:      No,  I  did  not  see  anybody  get  hit  by  the  bridge.  I  was  amazed  that,  you  know  -- 1  was  amazed  with 
the  traffic  that,  hopefully,  notxxjy  did  get  hit  by  the  bridge. 

RP:  Well,  we  had  two  vehicles  get  hit  by  it. 

3G:  OK  TTiat  actually  got  hit.  right? 

IP:  That  got  hit. 

IQ:  One.  I  heard,  was  a  van  -  that  guy  that  got  pushed  through.  Is  that  right? 

|pP:  Another  was  a  truck. 
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GG:      Oh.  That  got  pushed  through? 
RP:      Yeah.  We're  still  looking  for  it. 
GG:       Oh.  OK. 

RP:       Did  you  ever  take  your  car  off  the  bridge? 
GG:      Yeah.  I  drove  it  off  that  night. 
RP:      Was  that  right  after  the  earthquake,  or  

GG:      I  was  in  the  front  end  of  this  huge  parking  lot  and  there  was  no  way!  I  went  back  to  Yerba  Buena 
Island  and  made  a  phone  call  that  I  was  all  right.  And  when  I  was  going  to  make  the  phone  call, 
they  were  sending  everybody  back  In  their  cars  and  I  said,  'You  got  to  be  kidding!"  Because  I 
knew  where  I  was  parked  and  I  wasnt  going  to  sit  on  that  bridge  for  two  hours,  is  what  I  figured.  So 
I  went  up  and  made  my  phone  call  and  came  down  and  jaw-tx)ned.  I  guess  I  saw  the  two  people 
that  got  out  of  that  car  that  rode  the  upper  deck  down  in  some  kind  of  vehicle  at  Yerba  Buena  that 
they  were  going  to  be  taken  off.  And  I  waited  for  about  an  hour  and  then  I  hitched  a  ride  on  a 
Caltrans  -  a  big  oh,  what  do  you  call  it?  -  a  tow  truck.  And  they  hadnt  cleared  enough  really 
-  They'd  just  cleared  out  maybe  half  to  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  where  my  car  was.  Actually,  I  had  a 
van;  it  was  a  Dodge  van. 

RP:       Did  you  see  --  Well,  while  you  were  there  at  the  island  waiting  for  to  get  back  to  your  car,  did  you 
see  anybody  directing  traffic  off  the  bridge  itself? 

GG:      Yeah,  I    You  mean  when  I  was  back  at  the  island?  It  was  like  people  were  tuming  around  and  / 
going  to  the  upper  deck  to  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  In  other  words,  they  were  literally  getting  off 
on  Yerba  Buena  Island  to  get  up  to  the  upper  deck  is  what  I  recall.  I  mean  I  didnt  sit  there  and  pay 
a  lot  of  attention  because  I  wasn't  going  to  be  doing  that.  But  I  know  traffic  was  moving  within  oh, 
twenty  minutes  or  a  half-hour  after  the  earthquake. 

RP:      OK.  Could  you  tell  me  if  you  saw  anytxxjy  specifically  directing  traffic?  Highway  Patrol?  Caltrans? 
Civilians? 

GG:      Towards  the  end,  yeah.  The  Navy  was  out  there  helping  to  --  or  trying  to  help  --  direct  traffic  for  us 
to  ~  and  that  was  three  hours  later. 

RP:      That  was  three  hours  later? 

GG:      Yeah.  But  earlier,  I  am  not  positive  who  was  directing.  You  know,  I  can't  -- 1  think  it  was  a  uniformed 
officer,  either  Highway  Patrol  or  some  local  police.  It  wasnl  military. 

RP:       OK.  That  was  just  within  the  20-30  minutes? 

GG:      Yeah.  That  was  about  30  minutes  after.  And  I  didnt  pay  a  lot  of  attention  to  what  was  going  on 
back  at  that  end,  so  what  I'm  recalling  is  fuzzy  on  that. 

RP:      Yeah.  It's  a  month  old  now  too.  You  (unintelligible)  some  of  that.  How  did  you  get  off  the  bridge? 
What  side? 

GG:       Oh,  you  mean  literally  drive  off?  Or  

RP:       Once  you  got  turned  around. 
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GG:      OK.  I  got  turned  around  and  I  left  my  -- 1  drove  back  on  the  lower  deck  all  the  way. 
RP:      All  the  way  back  to  Fremont? 

GG:      All  the  way  back  and  got  off  -- 1  was  directed  by  a  Highway  Patrolman;  that  did  have  a  Highway 
Patrolman  -  at  Fourth  Street.  Then  you  make  a  big  sharp  left  U-turn  and  you  get  off  at  the,  you 
know,  which  normally  would  go  towards  Oakland.  You've  made  this  big  U-turn,  almost  a  U-turn, 
down  to  Fourth  Street.  So  it's  the  Fourth  Street  off  ramp  if  you  were  heading  toward  Oakland. 

RP:      So  you  drove  back  all  the  way  on  the  lower  deck? 

GG:  Yeah. 

RP:      And  got  home?  Well,  you  did  have  quite  a  bit  of  wait  for  

GG:      Well,  the  wait  -  I  think  I  left  about  8:03  from  the  bridge  when  we  finally  got  rolling. 
RP:       OK.  Did  you  ever  get  up  to  the  upper  deck? 

GG:      I  -  I  doni  know  whether  I  should  tell  you  this  or  not.  I  walked  up  the  catwalk  and  took  a  look.  I  just 
glanced  up  there. 

RP:      No.  that's  fine.  I  mean  everytxxJy  was  looking  every  which  way,  you  know  -  as  long  as  nobody  fell 
on  the  

GG:      I  should  have  probably  done  It  a  little  earlier.  If  I'd  done  it  earlier,  I  may  have  been  able  to  stop  that 
lady  from  driving  off  that  thing.  Those  are  all  second  thoughts,  but  

RP:  Yeah.  That  was  about  30  to  35  minutes  after  that  happened. 

GG:  Well,  that's  true. 

RP:  Can  I  get  some  identifying  information? 

GG:  Sure. 

RP:  Name? 

GG:  ,«*«•««•«***•***•*** 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-13,   ••••»•  ^r,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  via  telephone  on  November  22, 
1989.  The  interview  started  at  0750  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded 
interview. 

IDENTinCATION: 

BE:  I  nvestigator  Bill  Esmay 
TK:  

BE:      What  I  will  do  is  I  will  just  ask  you  a  few  questions.  Obviously,  we  know  which  direction  you  were 
headed,  etc.  Do  you  recall  what  lane  you  were  in  down  there  on  the  bottom  deck  when  the 
earthquake  hit  out  of  the  five  lanes? 

TK:  Yes.  I  was  on  the  far  north  or  left.  You  know,  which  is  typical  driving. 

BE:  OK,  far  left. 

TK:  North  side  of  the  bridge;  up  against  the  sidewalk,  matter  of  fact,  or  whatever  that  is,  that  walkway 
type  thing. 

BE:  All  right.  May  I  ask  you  your  wife's  name? 

TK:  Debbie  -  D-E-B-B-l-E.  Deborah  is,  you  know,  her  legal  

BE:  OK  And  what's  her  age? 

TK:  She's  31. 

B E :  And  your  age ,  sir? 

TK:  33. 

BE :  May  I  ask  you  your  date  of  birth? 

TK:  Yes;  7/24/56. 

BE:  Real  good.  OK.  And  you  were  on  the  lower  deck  there.  Do  you  recall,  when  the  earthquake  hit, 
which  side  of  the  tunnel  there  at  the  island  you  were  on? 

TK:       Yes.  When  the  quake  itself  occurred,  we  were  on  the  base  to  the  bridge  so  we  were  in  San 
Francisco  right  where  the  bridge  lands  on  the  San  Francisco  side. 

BE :       I  see.  OK.  So  you  were  just  getting  ready  to  get  on  to  the  bridge? 

TK:  Yes.  Well,  we  were  on  it  really,  but  right  at  the  base.  So  we  were  obviously  on  the  west  side  of  the 
island. 

BE :      OK  Do  you  recall  what  kind  of  traffic  conditions  there  were  at  that  time? 

TK:  Yeah,  it  was  pretty  well  bumper-to-bumper.  It  was,  you  know,  what  I  would  imagine  is  a  typical  rush 
hour.  They  were,  you  know,  stopped  at  the  time  when  the  quake  occurred  as  a  matter  of  fact,  and 
then  moving  fairly  slowly. 

BE:       I  see  Did  the  bridge  itself  -  Did  you  feel  it  shake  as  you  entered  the  thing? 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL  [ 
1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS  Page  2S[ 


TK: 

Oh  yeah,  sure.  There  was  -  The  experience  of  the  quake  itself  was  about  six  seconds  of  rocking 
like  wind  buffeting  the  side.  You  know,  we  have  a  van  and  it's  kind  of  common  here,  and 
especially  in  Oklahoma,  when  you  drive  around  you  know,  the  wind  will  gust  and  buffet  the 
vehicle.  And  it  was  about  six  seconds  of  that  and  then  just  a  real  loud  explosion  type  of  a  metal 
against  metal,  you  know,  type  sound.  A  tinkling  of  like  glass  or  something.  And  then  six  more 
seconds  of  rocking.  It  was  something  like  that. 

BE: 

OK.  Did  your  wife  do  the  video  taping? 

TK: 

Yes,  uh-huh. 

BE: 

All  right.  Do  you  recall  who  you  sold  that  video  tape  to?  What  channel?  1 

TK: 

Well,  we've  --  The  three  TV  stations  there  in  San  Francisco.  I 

BE: 

OK.  There  were  three  of  them? 

TK: 

Yes. 

BE: 

Do  you  recall  If  one  of  them  was  Channel  7? 

TK: 

Yes,  uh-huh.  KGO  -  uh-huh. 

BE: 

OK.  Were  you  out  there  on  vacation? 

TK: 

Yes,  uh-huh. 

BE: 

Now  in  your  statement  to  Officer  Powers,  you  stated  that  the  traffic  came  to  a  stop.  Do  you  recall 
about  where  that  was?  Where  on  the  bridge? 

TK: 

Well,  it  was  kind  of,  you  know,  stop  and  go  pretty  much.  We  were  going  - 1  don't  know.  It  got  up  to 
maybe  40  miles  an  hour  was  the  fastest  1  recall  after  the  quake  occurred  and  getting  to  the  point 
where  everything  just  came  to  a  complete  halt.  And  where  that,  where  It  came  to  a  complete  stop 
was  just  past  ~  1  don't  know  what  this  thing  really  is  because,  of  course,  you  know,  it  went  by  me. 
And  1  didnl  go  back  to  look.  We  were  told  to  go  out  through  this  exit  here.  But  there's  some  kind 
of  an  entrance-exit  deal  just  past  the  tunnel  on  the  ~  Let  me  get  my  bearings;  let's  see.  That  1 
would  be  the  east  side  of  the  island  on  the  north  side  of  the  bridge.  And  1  don't  know  what  that  Is. 
It  might  have  been  

BE: 

Did  it  look  like  it  was  a  normal  exit,  or  would  it  have  been  maybe  a  service   | 

TK: 

No.  It  looked  like  maybe  -  From  what  1  recall,  and  again  -  You  know,  1  hate  to  say  these  things 
because  I'm  stretching  so  much,  but  it  might  have  been  maybe  where  there  used  to  be  an  exit  and 
there  was  a  bar  across  It  or  something  like  that?  Or  maybe  it  was  a  gate  or  you  know,  an  'f 
emergency  thing  or  something  on  that  line  -- 1  don't  know. 

BE: 

1  see,  OK.  Well,  what  they  have  right  there  on  that  north  side  is  a  maintenance  or  service  entrance 
for  Caltrans. 

TK: 

Right.  We  were  just  east  of  that.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  traffic  started  coming  to  a  stop  and  1 
started  to  stop  right  there  because  there  were  choppers.  You  know,  those  news  people  were 
Kina  OT  aireaoy  in  tne  area,  i  ne  raoio  nao  gone  on  ano  we  aion  i  reaiiy  tninK  ot  anyining  naving, 
you  know,  major  occurred  but  it  was  just  cautionary.  1  thought  it  might  stay  there.  But  anyway,  we 

!• 
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went  just  past  that. 

BE:       All  right.  What  length  of  time  were  you  at  that  location  before  you  exited?  Do  you  recall? 

TK:       Oh  -  Twenty  minutes,  something  like  that  -- 1 5-20  minutes.  There  was  quite  a  bit  of  time  in  trying 
to  get  turned  around  because  there  were  only  like,  you  know,  a  certain  percentage  of  the  people 
in  vehicles.  There  were  a  lot  of  empty  ones  there  because  everytxxjy  had  ran  back  to  the  island. 
And  the  Caltrans  guy  called  everybody  back  up  there  and  you  know,  some  were  there  and  some 
weren't.  It  took  a  long  time  for  the  people  to  walk  all  the  way  back  from  some  point  out  on  the 
island  back  to  the  bridge.  And  it  took  a  lot  of,  you  know,  jockeying  around  trying  to  back  and  forth, 
back  and  forth,  back  and  forth,  to  get  turned  around  in  different  lanes. 

BE:      OK.  Do  you  remember  any  specific  directions  from  that  Caltrans  employee?  I  understand  he  was 
on  the  public  address  system. 

TK;       Yeah.  He  apparently  had  a  radio  or  something  and  he  got  on  the  P.A.  He  was  trying  to  get 

through  traffic  in  between  lanes.  And  the,  you  know  -  making  very  little  progress  because  it  was 
like  somebody  noticed  it  and  you  know,  pull  over  to  the  far  side  and  then  youVe  got  a  guy  who 
noticed  it  and  he's  pull  over  to  the  far  side  and  then  they'd  move  up  one  car  length  and  then  the 
next  two  guys,  you  know,  would  have  to  do  the  same.  And  then  he'd  get  up  to  a  place  where 
there  wasnl  even  anybody  in  the  car  sometimes.  And  so  he  was  kind  of  stalled  there,  just  maybe, 
you  know,  two  car  lengths  in  front  of  us  and  over  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge. 

BE :      OK.  Now  was  he  is  a  Caltrans  truck? 

TK:       Yes.  Great  big  orange,  you  know,  wrecker-looking  vehicle. 

BE :       Did  he  eventually  direct  you  off  of  the  lower  deck  there? 

TK:       He  had  radio  corrtact.  And  he  came  on  the  air  on  the  P.A.  system  and  asked  everyone  to  come 
back  from  the  island.  They  were  going  to  organize  an  evacuation  of  the  bridge  were  using  some 
entrance  ramp  off  to  the  side.  And,  of  course,  you  know,  this  guy  Is  in  a  cab.  You  cant  see  where 

he's  pointing  or  what  he's  doing,  but       And  there  shortly  thereafter,  there  was  this  exodus 

occurring  in,  you  know,  an  organized  fashion.  I  mean  like  there  were  people  every  so  often  out  an 
entrance  ramp  on  the  south  side  of  the  txidge  pretty  much  directly  opposing  that  other  exit  I  was 
talking  about  a  second  ago.  You  know,  the  way  I  recall  It  was  pretty  much  180  degrees  away  from 
that  on  the  south  side  there's  an  exit  that  I  believe  is  an  entrance  ramp  coming  from  the  island  on 
the  bridge  going  to  Oakland  is  what  I,  you  know,  envision  It  being.  People  standing  every  -  Oh,  I 
don't  know  -  one  to  two  hundred  feet,  you  know,  kind  of  waving  you  on.  There  were  one  or  two 
blue  uniformed  officers  that  I  mentioned  to  Officer  Powers.  They  had  light  blue  shirts,  dark  blue 
pants,  cap  -  Other  than  that,  I  couldnt  tell  you  much.  You  know,  my  assumption  was  they  were 
some  sort  of  city  police,  but  I  don't  know  that.  I  just  assumed  that  because  most  of  the  city  police 
in  New  Orleans  or  in  Louisiana  where  we're  from  -  The  light  and  dark  blue  is  the  standard,  you 
know,  uniform. 

BE:       I  see.  OK.  Now  you  were  directed  off  which  side  of  the  highway,  sir? 

TK:       South.  And  then  across  this  what  I  believe  is  an  entrance  ramp  was  again  reversed  as  an  exit,  on 
crosses  a  street  or  something  there.  And  then  up  another  entrance  ramp  which  goes  to  the 
upper  deck  and  ifs  just,  you  know,  a  straight  shot  kind  of  thing.  It's  not  like  you  turn  here  and  go 
there.  It's  not  real  complicated,  I  mean  -  It's  just,  you  know,  people  standing  every  so  often, 
straight  shot,  going  c'mon,  c'mon,  c'mon.  And  they  were  rushing  us  kind  of  because  there  was  a 
fairly  long  break  between  us  and  the  car  previous  because  of  me  having  this  long  van.  And  there 
was  another  van  about  two,  maybe  three  lanes  or  whatever,  away  from  me.  And  you  know,  trying 
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to  get  in  between  each  other  was  kind  of  difficult.  He  had  a  pretty  long  van  also. 

BE:       Did  you  notice  any  traffic  coming  off  the  ramp  opposing  you  as  you  -  In  other  words,  there's 
another  off  ramp  there.  As  you  basically  came  off  the  on-ramp  from  the  island  there,  there's 
another  ramp  that's  an  off  ramp.  Did  you  notice  any  traffic  directly  ahead  of  you  making  a  sharp 
right  turn  and  going  up  that  way  also? 

TK:  No. 

BE:       You  did  not? 


I; 


TK:       No.  Everybody,  like  I  say  --  It  was  pretty  well  a  person  standing  every  so  often  waving  you  to  come 
to  me,  come  to  me.  And  you  know,  of  course,  as  you  passed  them  they  all  said  the  same  thing 
-  'Turn  right  at  the  bridge;  turn  right  at  the  bridge."  Everybody  said  the  same  thing  -  'Turn  right  at 
the  bridge."  And  you  know,  they  were  standing  up  at  this  other  entrance  ramp  which  --  My  guess 
on  that  again,  I'm  not  sure  of  this,  is  that  was  a  real  entrance  ramp  typically  from  the  island  going  to 
San  Francisco,  you  know  -  up  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  to  San  Francisco.  But  again,  you  know. 
I  doni  know  that  for  certain.  But.  you  know,  c'mon.  c'mon,  c'mon  -  Really  kind  of  rushing  us 
especially  because  like  I  say,  there  was  this  long  break  ahead  of  us  and  there  really  wasnl  || 
anybody  to  quote  unquote  "follow". 


BE:      I  see.  OK.  And  these  were  citizens  as  well  as  these  uniformed  personnel? 

TK:      Yeah.  They  were  people  out  of  the  cars  and  -- 1  think  Officer  Powers  had  asked  me  did  this  guy 
come  from  the  island  or  something  like  that.  And  I  really  dont  know.  He  could  have  come  from  a 
vehicle,  you  know,  the  blue  uniformed  person.  He  could  have  been  a  security  guard,  you  know? 

BE :      You  got  to  the  upper  deck  and  you  were  told  to  turn  right? 

TK:      Yes.  We  were  told  that  a  number  of  times  through  this  chain  of  people.  And  we  weren't  the  only 
ones.  There  were  a  lot  of  cars  that  were  proceeding. 

BE:      And  of  course  when  you  turned  right,  then  you  went  back  towsu'ds  Oakland? 


TK:       That's  correct. 


BE:      And  how  about  -  About  how  many  other  cars  would  you  say  went  in  the  same  direction  as  you 
did? 


TK:       Well,  I  have  a  hard  time  estimating  that.  The  number  I've  been  using  is.  you  know,  100.  But  you 
know,  it  might  have  been  75?  I  think  it  was  somewhere  -  You  know,  it  was  a  lot.  Because  it 
basically  appeared  to  me  everyone  that  exited  --  You  know,  you  knew  how  much  square  footage 
area  had  exited  after  you  turned  around.  You  know,  how  many  people  behind  you  had  taken  off. 
And  I  saw  all  these  cars  coming  back  as  we  were  going  towards  the  place  that  had  broken.  And 
that  numb^  of  cars  probably  fit  in  that  same  area  and  in  my  guess,  it  was  something  like  100. 
Because  there  were  a  lot  of  people  passed  us. 


BE:      As  you  drove  east,  there  were  a  number  of  people  that  passed  you? 


TK:       Yeah,  coming  west.  And  they  started  flashing  lights  and  hollering  and  stuff.  And  we  slowed  down 
and  then  we  couldnt  understand  what  they  were  saying.  They  were  going  by.  you  know,  at  40 
miles  an  hour  or  something  and  -- 1  didnt  know  whether  those  people  were  --  Of  course,  I  knew 
later.  But  at  the  time.  I  didnt  know  whether  they  were  coming  from  Oakland.  My  impression  was 
the  guy  in  the  Caltrans  truck  had  told  us  a  hundred  foot  section  of  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  You 
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know,  my  impression  was  that  it  was  the  bottom  deck  that  had  collapsed  and  that's  why  we  were  all 
stuck  here;  and  the  upper  deck  is  open  and  they've  converted  it  to  three  lanes  each  way.  You 
know,  after  I  started  seeing  all  these  guys  show  up  on  the  left  side  here.  So  I  didn't  know  at  the 
time  that  these  people  were  coming  --  Well,  the  people  ahead  of  me.  I  thought  they  were  people 
that  were  coming  from  Oakland. 

BE;      All  right.  Do  you  recall  the  Caltrans  employee  saying  anything  about  the  bridge  actually  being 
closed? 

TK;       No,  not  --  You  know,  I  cant  say  for  sure.  No,  I  doni  recall  that  -  No. 

BE;      But  you  do  recall  ~  Between  him  and  other  people,  the  information  you  got  was  that  there  was 
some  damage  to  the  bridge? 

TK:       Yes.  He  mentioned  that  there  was  a  hundred  foot  section  of  the  bridge  that  had  collapsed.  He 
mentioned  that  specilically  -  a  hundred  foot.  And  then  as  we  were  up  on  the  upper  deck 
somewhere,  the  radio  came  back  on  because  the  radio  had  gone  off  when  the  quake  occurred, 
and  they  mentioned  that  they  had  unconfinmed  reports  and  they  were  saying  the  same  thing  -  a 
hundred  foot  section  had  collapsed.  But  again,  you  didnt  know  whether  it  was  the  top  or  the 
lower  deck  and  if  they  sent  you  up  there,  you  figured  well,  it  must  have  been  the  lower  deck. 

BE;      Yeah,  especially  if  they  sent  you  up  there  and  told  you  to  turn  right. 

TK;       Yeah.  And  like  I  say,  you  know,  a  lot  of  people  are  pointing  at  ~  Well,  how  organized  was  this?  In 
my  mind,  it  was  very  organized.  You  know,  there  was  a  guy  standing  like  every  so  often.  They 
were  all  waving,  you  know  -  come  to  me,  come  to  me;  come  this  way,  come  this  way.  It  was  almost 
like  you  couldn't  turn  one  way  or  the  other  unless  you,  you  know,  told  somebody  to  get  out  of  the 
road  or  something,  you  know? 

BE;      As  you  passed  this  vehicles  or  as  you  passed  these  persons,  several  of  them  were  telling  you 
verbally  to  turn  rigfn  when  you  got  to  the  top? 

TK;       Yeah  -  Almost  every  one.  Because  we  had  the  window  open.  It  was  just  like,  you  know,  you 
started  repeating  it  to  them.  Yeah.  I  already  know  -  Tum  right  at  the  bridge.  You  know,  to  that 
extent,  because  you'd  heard  it.  I  don't  know,  a  half  dozen  times  at  least  by  the  time  you  got  up 
there. 

BE;      And  then  once  you  got  up  there  and  were  proceeding  in  that  direction,  then  you  noticed  a 

numt>er  of  vehicles  going  in  your  direction  but  you  also  noticed  a  number  of  vehicles  coming  back 
and  these  people  were  apparently  trying  to  get  your  attention. 

TK;       Well,  I  couldnt  really  see  anyone  going  in  my  directbn.  Because  again,  I  had  such  a  long  lapse 
between  the  car  previous  to  me  and  my  vehicle  getting  out  because  It's  pretty  --  See,  we  have  a 
long  super  van  and  it  was  very  difficult  to.  you  know  

BE;      To  maneuver? 

TK;       You  had  to  move  forward,  back  and  forth,  back  and  forth.  You  just  had  to  keep  doing  that  to  get 

turned  around.  Because  half  the  cars  didnt  still  have  people  in  them,  you  know?  If  there  was  a  car 
with  nobody  in  it,  you  had  to  get  around  it.  And  if  there  was  some  guy  moving  around  over  there, 
you  got  to  watch  out  for  him.  and  you  dont  know  what  he's  going  to  do  and  this  kind  of  thing. 

BE;       I  see,  OK.  As  you  approached  that  opening  in  the  bridge,  was  that  fairly  easy  to  see,  to 
recognize? 
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TK:  No. 

BE:      Could  you  recognize  it? 

TK:       No,  it  was  very  difficult  because  it  was  like  looking  at  the  side  of  a  stop  sign.  You  know,  you  don't 
see  it  unless  you  look  at  it,  you  know,  the  right  way.  It  was  kind  of  like  a  little  mirage.  And  you  really 
couldnt  tell  anything  was  there,  you  know,  that  anything  was  out  of  the  ordinary.  The  only  thing 
that  bugged  me  was  the  choppers  being  there.  You  know,  because  they  were  still  hovering  out 
over  to  the  side  taking  video  or  something.  And  this  mirage  --  And  I  thought  well,  maybe  I'm  going 
too  fast  and  I'd  better  slow  down.  And  then  they  came  back  on  the  radio  again  about  the  hundred 
foot  section  of  the  bridge  being  out.  I  couldnt  see  anybody  in  front  of  me  still.  The  way  the  bridge 
is  built,  you  know,  it's  kind  of  pretty  humped  or  whatever  you  want  to  call  it.  You  know,  you  cant 
see  down  the  road  very  far.  And  


BE:      So  this  was  disguising  it  to  a  certain  extent? 


TK:       Exactly,  yeah.  And  you  really  couldnt  see  it  coming  up  on  it. 
BE:      About  how  fast  were  you  going  as  you  were  going  east? 

TK:       Well,  as  we  took  off  we  went  normal  highway  speed.  Because  there  was  nobody  at  all  up  there. 
Then  all  these  cars  started  passing  us  and  I  slowed  down  to,  I  dont  know  -  maybe  20  miles  an 
hour.  You  know,  with  my  head  out  the  window  trying  to  figure  out  what  was  really  going  on. 


B  E :      These  were  the  cars  coming  back  west? 
TK:       Yeah,  thafs  right. 
BE:       Towards  you? 

TK:       Right.  And  I  guess  instinctively,  you  know,  I  was  on  the  right  hand  or  the  south  side  of  the 

roadway  and  they  were  on  the  north  side  of  the  roadway.  And  everybody  was  kind  of  hanging  to 
the  right,  I  guess,  instinctively. 

BE:      Now  when  you  got  to  that  upper  deck,  was  there  anybody  up  on  the  upper  deck  directing  traffic? 

TK:       No.  There  was  no  one  to  be  found  anywhere  other  than  just,  you  know,  people  who  were  driving 
and  it  was  just  kind  of  mass  runintellioibleV 

BE:       Did  you  actually  see  this  red  car  go  off  the  end?  I  know  your  wife  -  Was  it  your  wife  that  took  the 
video  tapes? 

TK:       Yes.  My  wife  was  taping  the  video.  I  saw  a  car  coming.  See,  what  we  had  actually  did  was  The 
reason  she  was  taping  was  because  I  was  going  to  sit  there  and  wait  until  I  saw  sometxxjy  coming 
and  try  to  prevent  them  from  running  into  it.  I  figured  it  I  was  stopped  there  and  flashed  the  lights, 
waved,  you  know,  that  sort  of  thing,  maybe,  you  know,  that  will  --  What  I  really  thought  weis  coming 
was  that  I  expected  that  silver  Dodge  van  to  show  up.  Because  he  had  let  me  go  first  and  I  figured 
he  was  prot}ably  behind  me.  And  he  probably  had  the  same  problem  I  did.  There  was  nobody  in 
front  of  him.  So  I  figured  I'd  tum  around.  My  wife  had  the  video  camera  and  she  started  shooting 
it.  I  was  in  the  front  waiting  for  somebody  to  show  up.  And  of  course,  this  red  car  comes.  I'm 
flashing  the  lights  and  waving  like  mad  and  well,  there  they  just  go  -  right  on  by. 

BE :      And  they  just  went  right  over. 


1, 
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TK: 

BE: 
TK: 
BE: 
TK: 
BE: 
TK: 


BE: 

TK: 

BE: 
TK: 


BE: 


TK: 


And  I  was  looking  in  the  rear  view  mirror  and  I  just  -  I  saw  the  whole  thing  like,  you  know,  you're 
standing  there. 

Did  you  come  to  a  stop  in  the  far  left  lane? 

I  was  in  the  second  lane  from  the  -  Well,  let's  see  -  left  or  right?  From  the  north. 

Second  from  north? 

Yes. 

OK.  All  right. 

Ttiafs  as  t)est  I  can  remember.  I  mean,  I  hate  to  even  say  it.  But  I  dont  think  I  was  right  up  against 
the  bridge  wall  because  I  didn't  want  to  get  too  close  to  the  edge.  I  wanted  to  look  like,  you  know, 
I'm  out  here  in  the  middle.  But  I  didn't  want  to  get  right  in  the  middle  --  Again,  that  bridge  is  awful 
humped,  you  know?  By  the  time  somebody  --  If  you  come  up  on  somebody  pointed  at  you,  you 
could  almost  run  into  them  before  you  see  them. 

Do  you  recall  the  approximate  speed  of  that  red  vehicle  as  it  went  through  that  area  and  then  over 
the  end? 


Oh.  50?  Something  like  that. 
It  just  didnl  see  it. 


Nothing  exorbitant.  No  indication  of  having  stepped  on  the  brakes. 


So  you  didn't  see  any  txake  lighits  or  anything  like  that? 

No,  no.  There  was  no  marks  on  the  ground.  The  guy  behind  the  red  Ceir,  the  little  black  Toyota 
pickup  --  He  didnt  notice  it  either  until  the  other  car  dropped  in  almost  and  then  he  mashed  his 
brakes  immediately.  Then  came  to  a  stop  pretty  close  to  the  edge.  And  his  first  thing  was  to  back 

up. 

All  right.  Well,  I  think  that  pretty  much  covers  it  along  with  what  Officer  Powers  has  already  gotten 
from  you.  I  sure  do  thank  you  for  your  time.  I  dont  think  we  will  be  bothering  you  any  more,  and 
hopefully,  nobody  else  will  either. 

Well  again,  I  don't  have  any  problem  with  me  trying  to  tell  you  what  I  know,  but  If s  just  very,  you 
know  --  And  I  appreciate  the  way  that  you've  done  this.  I  hate  people  who  keep  pressing, 
pressing,  pressing.  Like  did  the  guy  have  blond  hair,  you  know,  or  did  he  have  gray  hair,  you 
know  --  And  I  didn't  look  at  thie  guy  like  I  was  going  to  have  to  identify  him  later.  Everything  up 
there  was  mass  confusion  and  you  know,  I'm  sure  we're  going  to  hear  from  lawyers.  Matter  of  fact, 
we  already  are.  They  keep  trying  to  play  like  theyVe  other  people  and  all  that  kind  of  junk  to  get 
copies  of  the  tape  and  all  kinds  of  stuff  and  get  information.  But,  you  know,  there's  no  question 
that  this  was  an  organized  affeiir  and  it  wasnl  like  just  people  walked  out  there  and  started  waving 
people  up  there  -  No.  It  wasn't  that  way  at  all.  You  had  an  announcement  over  the  P.A.  system 
that  you  can  use  these  ramps  organized,  but  evacuation  -  which  was  the  word  that  was  used  -- 
Please  come  back  to  your  vehicle.  And  of  course,  everyone  involved  came  back  to  the  island. 
And  you  know,  it  wasn't,  you  know,  mass  confusion  in  that  respect.  Everybody  was  standing 
perfectly  in  line.  Everybody  was  waving  up  ahead,  c'mon,  c'mon,  c'mon  up  this  way.  I  don't  know 
who  organized  it.  I  cant  say  for  an  absolute  fact  that  California  Highway  Patrol,  or  Caltrans  rather, 
you  know,  organized  it  IxJt  it  certainly  seemed  like  that  was  very  much  what  had  occurred. 
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BE:       I  see.  OK.  That's  all  I  can  think  of  to  ask  you.  And  there  again,  I  sure  do  appreciate  you  going 

through  all  this  with  us  and  sending  the  tape  and  all  the  things.  And  hopefully,  we're  not  going  to 
have  to  bother  you  any  more.  And  gee,  thanks  a  million!  |||| 

TK:       Sure,  no  problem! 

BE:  OK. 

TK:       Thank  you,  sir. 

BE:  Bye. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-14,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  on  November  9,  1989,  at 

approximately  1 354  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  the  Toll  Plaza  on  Interstate  80.  The  following 
is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

HH:    Investigator  Harold  Haupt 
BE:    Investigator  Bill  Esmay 
VL:  •••♦••♦•••» 

HH:      This  is  Officer  Haupt  from  the  California  Highway  Patrol.  I'm  here  at  the  Toll  Plaza  on  Interstate  80. 
lYn  interviewing  Mr.  ........  Also  present  is  Officer  Bill  Esmay.  Today's  date  is  11/9/89 

and  the  approximate  time  is  1354  hours.  Mr.  ,  ,  .      you  were  on  the  bridge  when  the 
earthquake  occurred? 

VL:  Yes. 

HH:      Were  you  driving  at  that  particular  time? 
VL:  Yes. 

HH:      Which  direction  were  you  going? 

VL:      I  was  turning  around  on  the  island  down  by  the  main  gate. 

HH:      O.  K..  Treasure  Island  or  YBI? 

VL:      Treasure  Island  at  the  main  gate. 

HH:      What  happened  then? 

VL:      I  was  proceeding  to  make  a  tum-around  down  by  the  main  gate,  uh,  the  truck  was  rocking  a  little  bit 
and  I  didn't  think  nothing  of  It  until  after  I  came  to  a  complete  stop.  Then  the  truck  proceeded  to 
rock  even  harder.  I  looked  up  and  the  lamp  posts  in  front  of  me  were  waving  back  and  forth  and  the 
hotdog  stand  in  front  of  me,  some  of  its  potato  chips  fell  on  the  ground.  It  was  only  for  about 
fifteen  to  twenty  seconds  that  the  shaking  had  stopped.  Some  people  had  approached  me  and 
asked  me  if  that  was  an  eartfxiuake  we  had.  I  just  said  yes.  At  ttiat  time,  I  heard  a  distress  call  come 
over  the  radio  from  another  vehicle  that  was  on  the  structural  bridge  itself  saying  that  there  was  an 
emergency  up  here,  the  bridge  has  collapsed  and  he  kept  repeating  that  trying  to  call  our  dispatch 
office  here.  No  response  from  our  dispatch.  I  called  him  and  asked  if  he  needed  some  assistance. 
He  says,  "yes,  we  have  an  emergency  up  here,  there's  a  break  In  the  bridge,  a  real  emergency." 
He  said  the  westbound  traffic  was  not  going  anywhere;  it's  at  a  complete  stand-still.  Thinking  to 
myself  the  tow  truck  driver  in  the  emergency,  I  proceeded  to  go  east  on  the  westbound  lanes  to 
the  break  to  see  what  was  the  problem  cause  he  said  there  was  no  cars  coming  so  I  did  turn  on  my 
red  lights  and  my  siren  and  proceeded.  As  I  arrived,  I  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  break  and  the 
other  driver  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  break.  Uh,  I  got  out,  I  stopped  and  I  got  out  and  I  looked 
and  I  was  just  amazed  at  wfiat  I  saw.  Uh,  after  seeing  that.  I  thought  to  myself,  I'd  better  go  check  to 
see  what  was  happening  eastbound.  To  see  if  I  could  get  up  to  the  break  by  the  eastbound  lanes. 
I  turned  around  and  went  back  to  the  island,  went  down  towards  the  eastbound  on-ramp  from  YBI 
to  get  on  the  eastt>ound  bridge.  Reluctantly,  there  was  just  wall-to-wall  cars  so  I  wasn't  able  to  go 
anywhere.  Uh,  my  first  objective  was  to,  uh,  clear  the  bridge  of  the  people  and  automobiles  just  as 
safely  as  possible  and  as  quickly  as  possible.  During  that  thought,  just  mobs  and  mobs  of  people 
were  coming  toward  the  bridge,  or  toward  the  island  rather,  excuse  me,  and,  uh,  I  got  on  my  PA 
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and  I  told  everybody  to  calm  down.  They  were  asking  me  all  kinds  of  questions  on  what  happened, 
where  did  it  happen,  how  did  it  happen,  that  sort  of  thing,  how  much  of  it  did  it  happen,  how  much 
of  it  txoke,  and  there  was  a  lot  of  confusion.  Uh,  I  explained  to  the  people  that  there  has  been  a 
separation  in  the  bridge.  The  bridge  is  officially  closed.  I  told  them  just  donl  panic. 


BE:      Did  you  do  this  over  the  PA? 


VL:      Over  the  PA,  and  I  said  jokingly,  "enjoy  the  scenery."  Uh,  there's  a  nice  view  from  up  there.  Uh,  in 
the  meantime,  people  were  still  throwing,  still  throwing  questions  at  me  of  what  happened.  People 
that  were  behind  me  coukJnt  hear  what  I  was  saying  so  they  were  coming  up  and  asking  me  all 
kinds  of  questions  also.  Uh,  I  told  them  the  bridge  was  closed  cause  there  has  been  a  break  in  the 
bridge  and  jokingly  I  said,  'Ihe  bridge  broke,"  just  putting  it  simply.  Some  people  just  sat  there  and 
thought  well,  O.  K.  the  bridge  is  broke,  you  know,  they  really  didn't  know  what  to  think.  However, 
after  a  little  bit  of  answering  bizarre  questions,  this  CHP  officer  did  come  driving  by  me  a  little  bit  and 
said,  "people  go  back  to  your  cars."  This  is  so  that  we  can  get  the  people  off  the  bridge  with  their 
automobiles  and  head  them  back  to  San  Francisco. 

BE:      Did  you  identify  the  CHP  officer?  Did  you  know  who  he  was? 

s 

VL:      No,  I  did  not  know.  He  went  by  me  and   f 

HH:  Was  he  on  a  motorcycle?  | 
VL:      No,  he  was  in  a  squad  car. 

HH:  In  a  squad  car?  ^ 
VL:  Yeah. 

HH:      He  was  going  eastbound? 

VL:      He  was  going  eastbound.  He  got  up  mayt>e  I  would  say  maybe  thirty  yards  ahead  of  me  and 

stopped  and  had  gotten  out  and  I  lost  him.  I  dont  even  know  where  he  was.  I  was  looking  for  him  , 
myself  and  he  just  wasnl  no  where  around.  My  assumption  is  that  he  walked  up  to  the  break  to 
see  what  was  happening. 

BE:      How  long  after  the  earthquake  did  you  see  this  patrol  car?  Any  idea  of  the  time? 

VL:      Uh,  no  more  than  thirty  minutes  at  least;  no  more  than  thirty  minutes.  That" s  from  the  time  I  had  left 
the  main  gate  up  to  the  break  and  down  to  the  eastbound  bridge  portion.  Uh,  some  people  asked 
me  questions,  "there  was  an  earthquake?"  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  same  people  who  asked  me 
before  were  in  the  same  place.  They  said  they  were  from  Oklahoma  or  something  like  that  and  the 
wife  said  jokingly  that  uh,  the  come  from  a  state  of  tornadoes  to  come  over  here  to  the  state  of 
earthquakes.  I  says,  "sorry  about  that."  You  know.  But  that's  the  last  I  saw  them  too. 

HH:  O.  K.,  you  said  you  heard  over  your  radio  that  another  unit  had  an  emergency? 

VL:  Yes. 

HH:  Did  you  recognize  that  person's  voice? 

VL:  Yes.  | 

HH:  Do  you  know  who  it  was?  " 
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VL:  Yes. 

HH:  Who  was  it? 

VL:  The  driver's  name? 

HH:  Urn,  hum. 

VL:  His  name  is  •  •  •  *  •  . 

HH:  Will  you  spell  that  last  name  for  us? 

VL:   '. 

HH:  O.  K.,  and  how  soon  after  the  earthquake  did  you  hear  this  emergency  call? 

VL:  No  more  than  about  two  minutes. 

BE:  You  know  what  side  of  the  bridge  •  •  •  was  on? 

VL:  He  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  break;  I  was  on  the  west  side. 

HH:  O.  K.,  at  any  time  did  you  do  any  traffic  direction? 

VL:  The  only  traffic  direction  I  did  was  to  proceed  to  get  the  people  off  the  lower  deck  of  the  bridge  and 
head  them  back  to  San  Rancisco. 

HH:      O.  K..  how  did  you  go  about  that? 

VL:      I  talked  to  as  many  people  as  I  can  convincingly  to  have  them  go  back  to  their  vehicles  and  to  drive 
off  the  bridge.  However,  there  were  several  that  were  reluctant.  Other  people  were  saying  that 
they  were  200  feet  to  50  feet  away  from  the  break  and  they  were  darned  If  they  were  going  to  go 
back  there  and  get  their  cars  and  try  to  drive  off  the  bridge.  Uh,  I  did  tell  them  to  go  back  there  and 
wait  for  your  turn  t)ecause  of  the  fact  there's  wall-to-wall  cars.  We  had  turned  them  around  on  the 
on-ramp  from  YBI  on-ramp.  We  had  them  turn  around  there  to  go  on  down  the  on-ramp  and  there 
was  a  Navy  guard  there,  the  normal  Navy  guard  that" s  there  everyday.  I  don't  who  he  is.  Uh,  also 
the  truck,  station  two.  Tl  Fire  Department  came  up  and  assisted  me  in  clearing  the  bridge.  We  have 
an  open  area  next  to  our  fire  house  along  side  the  bridge,  uh,  that  our  maintenance  personnel  use 
as  an  access  entrance  to  the  lower  deck.  We  had  them  going  off  that  way,  which  gave  them  a 
direct  route  to  the  on-ramp  to  San  Francisco  to  the  westbound  bridge. 

HH:  Now  you  directed  them  through  voice-command? 

VL:  Through  voice,  well,  through  voice  and  arm/hand  signals. 

HH:  You  told  them  to  go  ? 

VL:  Back  to  San  Francisco. 

HH:  Go  back  to  San  Francisco? 

VL:  Yes. 
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HH: 

Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  that  was  up  there  directing  traffic? 

$ 

VL: 

There  were     well,  the  fire  department  was  up  there  helping  me  and  after  awhile  the  Navy  came 
up. 

1 

HH: 

0.  K. 

L 

VL: 

They  were  bring  them  up  by  trucks. 

BE: 

This  guard  that  you  saw  down  at  the  bottom,  was  he  also  helping  to  direct  traffic? 

VL: 

Uh,  1  really  couldnl  tell  you.  1  can  say  he  probably  was.  He  does  it  everyday  there  anyway.  Under 
the  circumstances.... 

HH: 

You  say  a  Naval  guard,  does  he  actually  work  for  the  Navy  or  is  it  a  private  security  outfit  or  do  you 
know? 

VL: 

Uh,  1  think  they're  Navy  security.  0.  K.  I'm  not  sure  if  their  personnel  are  private  or  not.  They  look 
like  they're  through  and  through  me.  But  he's  there  everyday. 

BE: 

The  same  guy?  What  did  he  look  like? 

VL: 

Oh,  nationality  was,  uh,  a  mixture  between  a  Filipino  and,  uh.  It's  hard  to  say. 

BE: 

Was  he  dark  complexioned,  light  complexioned? 

VL: 

Yeah,  dark. 

HH: 

Dark?  What  was  he  wearing? 

j 
i 

VL: 

He  was  wearing  a  smokey  hat,  their  hats,  a  blue  uniform,  sidearm  patch. 

BE: 

Smokey  bear  type  hat  did  you  say? 

VL: 

Sort  of.  Not  that  exaggerated  but  similar. 

BE: 

How  tall  was  he? 

VL: 

I'd  say  he  might  have  been  5'11"  -  5'10". 

BE: 

Thin,  heavy? 

VL: 

Mediocre. 

HH: 

This  Highway  Patrol  officer,  you  were  on  the  bridge  when  you  saw  this  Highway  Patrol  officer, 
correct? 

VL: 

Yes. 

HH: 

He  come  from  the  west  to  the  east? 

VL: 

Yes. 

HH: 

Was  it  in  the  tunnel  yet?  Were  you  still  in  the  tunnel  or  were  you  past  it? 

'..lb. 
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VL :      We  were  past  the  tunnel. 

HH:      Past  the  tunnel.  He  got  out  of  his  car  and  walked  towards  the  break? 
VL;      I  can  say  that  he  did  because  he  was  nowhere  to  be  found. 
HH:      Did  you  ever  see  him  after  that  again? 
VL:  No. 

HH:      Did  you  see  any  Highway  Patrolmen  directing  any  traffic  on  the  bridge?  On  the  eastbound 
directing  to  go  toward  San  Francisco? 

VL:  Later  on  as  they  were,  as  we  were  clearing  the  bridge  to....  a  lot  of  CHP  officers  showed  up. 

HH:  O.K.,  do  you  recall  ? 

VL:  Motor  cops,  squad  cops. 

HH:  What  time  would  that  be? 

VL:  (Sigh) 

HH:  How  soon  after  the  earthquake? 

VL:  I  would  say  maytje  an  hour  and  a  half. 

HH:  An  hour  and  a  half  after  the  earthquake.  That's  a  rough  estimate? 

VL:  A  rough  estimate.  That's  about  the  time  and  spacing  we  had  to  move  a  lot  more  traffic  

HH:  How  tong  did  it  actually  take  to  clear  everybody  that  was  trapped  in  that  eastbound  traffic? 

VL:  We  have  the  bridge  clear  by  1 0:00  P.M..  It  might  have  been  five  or  six  hours. 

BE:      Were  you  aware  of  a  traffic  collision  that  occun-ed  up  there  about  thirty  minutes  after  the,  apparently 
the  earthquake? 

VL:      Not  until  I  saw  the  video  tape. 

BE:      Not  until  you  saw  the  video  tape.  So  you  didn't  observe  that  accident?  Did  you  ever  observe  that 
car  while  it  was  there? 

VL:      No.  Not  that  I  can  say. 

BE:      You  did  go  up  and  look  at  the  bridge? 

VL:      At  the  bridge,  yes. 

B  E :      Were  there  any  cars  stuck  in  that  portion? 

VL:      There  were  the  two  cars  that  were  trapped  inside  there  and  apparently,  I  guess  there  was  one  that 
was  underneath  the  upper  deck  going  eastbound.  Uh,  just  the  three,  just  the  three. 
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HH:      Were  you  always  on  the  lower  deck  after  the  earthquake? 
VL:  Yes. 

! 

I 

HH:      Till  approximately  1 0:00  P.M..  that  night?  | 

VL:      I  was  on  the  lower  deck  until  1 :00  a.m. 

HH:     Till  1 :00  a.m.?  O.  K.,  and  how  were  you  dressed? 

VL:      Just  like  this,  hard  hat  and  vest. 

BE:     Your  white  suit?  Hard  hat  and  vest? 

VL:      My  white  suit,  hard  hat  and  vest. 

HH:      Orange  vest? 

VL:      Yeah,  orange  reflector  vest. 

BE:     So  all  the  traffic  direction  you  did  basically  was  on  the  PA  system  telling  the  people  to  go  back  to 
their  cars  and  go  back  toward  San  Francisco? 

VL:      And  there  was  a  lot  of  verbal  also. 

BE:     One-to-one  type  communication,  questions.  But  this  was  all  done  on  the  bridge.  You  didn't  do 
any  traffic  direction  back  at  the  island? 

VL:      That's  where  the  traffic  direction  took  place.  I  was  turning  the  cars  around  and  having  directed 
them  through  the  two  entrances,  how  can  I  say  this  

HH:     One  would  be  the.... 

VL:      One  would  be  the  YBI  on-ramp  and  another  entrance  to  the  westbound  bridge  would  be  the,  uh,  . 
maintenance  access  entrance.  ' 

BE:  O.  K.,  and  that  would  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  bridge? 

VL:  Right. 

BE:  The  cut  area  with  a  gate  I  guess? 

VL:  Right.  | 

BE:  Did  you  open  that  gate? 

VL:  That  gate  was  open,  yes. 

BE:  It  was  open? 

VL:  Yes. 

BE:  So  you  had  them  going  off  basically  to  the  north  and  the  south? 
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VL:  And  the  south,  yes. 

1     HH:  Which  side  were  you  on,  the  north  or  the  south? 

I     VL:  In  the  middle. 

I     HH:  You  were  in  the  middle  of  the  freeway? 

I     VL:  I  was  in  the  middle  of  everything. 

I     HH:  O.  K.,  your  only  direction  was  to  go  back  to  the  upper  deck  and  go  towards  San  Francisco? 

I     VL:  That  was  the  only  direction. 

I     HH:  You  didnl  say  go  up  and  turn  right  or  turn  left,  just  go  towards  San  Francisco? 

I    VL:  Back  to  San  Francisco.  People  were  telling  me  that  they  had  to  go  to  Oakland.  They  had  to  go 

I  here  or  there.  Babysitters  and  kids.  I  said  well  you're  not  going  to  make  it  this  way. 

I    HH:  You  advised  them  that  they  could  not  reach  Oakland? 

I    VL:  Right. 

I    BE:  Because  of  the  break  in  the  bridge? 

I    VL:  Because  of  the  break  in  the  bridge,  right. 

I    BE:  Did  you  at  any  time  see  any  CHP  officers  doing  any  traffic  direction  back  near  the  Island? 

I    VL:  After  awhile,  yes.  They  were  

I    BE:  How  many  minutes? 

I   VL:  Oh,  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  maybe. 

I   BE:  It  was  quite  sometime  aftenwards  that  any  traffic  direction  by  CHP  was  being  done? 

I   VL:  Yes.  There  might  have  been        Out  of  all  the  confusion  of  me  directing  people  and  stuff  like 

I  that,  there  might  have  been  an  officer  there  on  the  Island  next  to  the  fire  house  that  I,  you  know, 

I  didn't  see.  He  might  of  came  up.  Who  knows  when. 

I   HH:  But  from  your  observation? 

I  VL:  My  observation,  I  didn't  see  any  CHP  officer  for  awhile  anyway. 

I  BE:  Other  than  the  one  in  the  patrol  car  about  thirty  minutes  you  would  estimate  after  the  earthquake? 

I  O.  K.  You  already  said  you  was  never  on  the  top  deck,  right? 

I  HH:  On  the  bottom  deck  until  1 :00  a.m. 

"  BE:  Right.  So  you  had  people  going  off  to  the  north  and  off  to  the  south.  You  had  the  security  guard 
that  was  directing  traffic.  Did  you  notice  anytxxly  else  with  that  security  guard,  any  citizens,  any 
military  personnel? 
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VL:      No.  The  only  citizens  that  were  standing  next  to  him  were  people  who  were  trying  to  use  the 
phone. 

BE:      If  one  were  to  go  off  to,  I'm  facing  towards  west  towards  San  Francisco  right  now,  and  if  one  were  to 
turn  his  car  around  and  go  off  to  the  right  or  north  on  that  bridge  then  one  could  get  to  the  on 
-ramp,  to  the  upper  deck  from  that? 

VL:      Yes,  he  can  go,  uh,  to  the  left,  make  another  left,  go  down  underneath  the  structure  and  make  a 
left  and  go  back  up  to  the  westbound  on-ramp. 

HH:     That  would  be  towards  the  south? 

VL:      That  would  be,  no,  it's  on  the  north  side. 

BE:      This  exit  is  on  the  north.  It's  the  maintenance  exit.  Remember  the  short  one  between  it? 

VL:      We're  facing  San  Francisco,  the  island  is  facing  San  Francisco.  San  Francisco  is  in  front  of  me.  The 
access,  the  maintenance  access  is  on  the  right,  the  YBI  on-ramp  is  on  my  left.  We  were  directing 
traffic  to  the  YBI  on-ramp  to  go  off. 

BE:  Correct. 

VL:      To  go  back  to  San  Francisco  so  some  cars  went  up  the  hill  which  would  wind  you  around  down 
through  the  main  Tl  main  gate  and  you'd  come  back  up  again  to  the  sign  that  says  San 
Francisco/Oakland.  Uh,  if  s  quite  a  possibility  that,  I  think  I  had  seen  cars  go  up  the,  uh,  the  YBI  off 
ramp  from  westbound  bridge.  O.  K.? 

HH:      Do  you  recall  cars  using  it? 

VL:      I  think  there  might  have  been  a  few  cars  that  might  have  gone  up  that  way,  you  know,  but  they 

were  probably  people,  you  know,  that  knew  where  to  go,  how  to  get  off,  how  to  get  on,  that  sort  of 
thing. 

BE:  The  normal  direct,  say  if  you  sent  them  off  this  on-ramp  and  off  this  maintenance  section,  would  be 
to  go  circle  around  underneath  the  bridge  structure,  around  the  island  and  then  on  the  upper  deck 
from  the  other  side? 

VL:      You  would  go  off  the  YBI  on-ramp,  they  would  swing  around  underneath  the  structure  and  go  to 
the  north  side  of  the  bridge  to  the  on-ramp  to  San  Francisco. 

BE:  The  on-ramp? 

VL:  Yeah,  O.  K.  It  would  be  a  continuous  left. 

BE:  But  you  did  see  some  people  turn  right  and  apparently  go  up  the  off  ramp  to  the  upper  deck? 

VL:  To  the  upper  deck,  yeah. 

BE:  Did  you  happen  to  see  a  red  car  do  that? 

VL:  No.  Not  specifically. 

BE:  Do  you  know  if  the  security  gucird  was  directing  anybody  up  that  off  ramp? 
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VL:      No.  I  couldnt  tell  you. 

BE ;      Were  there  any  other  Caltrans  employees  or  two  drivers  at  or  near  your  area  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake? 

VL:  No. 

BE:      Other  than  the  one  that  was  across  the  bridge  from  you? 

VL:      No,  the  other  ones  were,  uh,  at  the  west  end  of  the  terminal  area  on  5th  Street.  Down  there. 
BE:      Let  me  make  sure  that  weVe  covered  all  this  information. 

VL:      When  I  was  going  eastbound  on  the  westbound  bridge,  there  were  two  cars,  uh,  that  were,  I  guess 
they  were  parked  or  maybe  they  had  a  little  accident  during  the  earthquake,  by  the  on-ramp  to 
westbound  bridge  from  the  island.  Uh,  colors  of  the  cars....  one  dark  and  one  sort  of  ligfit.  I  think 
one  of  them  might  have  been  a  pickup  and  another  one  a  sedan  type  looking  car.  Occupants 
were  I  only  saw  about  maybe  two  males.  That's  about  it. 

HH:      Do  you  know  of  any  vehicles  or  from  where  you  were,  could  you  observe  any  vehicles  that  went  up 
to  the  upper  deck  and  went  the  wrong  way? 

VL:      Did  I  observe  any  going  the  wrong  way? 

HH:      Could  you  see  any  of  them  do  that  from  where  you  were? 

VL:  No. 

BE:      O.K.,  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake  itself,  what  direction  were  you  traveling?  You  say  you  were  on 
the  island? 

VL:  I  was  on  the  island. 

BE:  Were  you  making  a  tum-around  or? 

VL:  Yes. 

BE:  O.  K.  In  what  direction  were  you  headed  in,  do  you  recall? 

VL:  East,  and  turned  around  to  go  west  to  go  back  east. 

BE:  Were  you  on  the....  when  the  earthquake  occurred,  were  you  actually  on  the  bridge  itself  or  off  on 
the  island? 

VL:  I  Weis  off  on  the  island. 

BE:  O.  K.  Do  you  remember  what  the  name  of  the  road  is  there  on  the  island  you  were  on? 

VL:  Uh,  just  Treasure  Island,  the  road  that  goes  to  Treasure  Island. 

BE :  All  right.  Do  you  remember  what  the  traffic  conditions  were  like  just  prior  to  the  earthquake? 

VL:  Westbound  any  other  time  was  moderately,  uh,  heavy  but  moving.  Maytje  the  limit  or  a  little  bit 
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below. 
BE:      O.  K. 

VL:      Eastbound  was  normal.  Normal  flow.  Speed  limit  or  maybe  better,  eastbound. 

BE:      So  you'd  say  that  eastbound,  you  said  was  normal  flow,  was  the  traffic  rather  heavy  or  spacing  quite 
a  bit  between  cars? 

VL:  Spacing  was  quite  a  bit  between  cars. 

BE:  O.  K.  And  the  speeds? 

VL:  Uh,  50  to  60. 

BE:  O.  K. 

VL:  It  was  a  fast  bridge  on  a  light  day. 

BE:  How  fast  were  you  going  when  the  earthquake  occurred?  Do  you  remember? 

VL:      I  was  coming  down  the  hill  and  making  a  turn  so  I  might  have  been  going  maybe  ten  miles  making 
the  turn. 

I 

BE:  Were  you  in  the  vehicle  by  yourself?  v 
VL:  Yes. 

BE:      O.  K.  and  you  said  you  were  going  down  hill? 
VL:      To  the  main  gate. 

BE:      Towards  the  main  gate.  What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?  I  believe  youVe 
already  told  us,  but  I  forget. 

VL:      Uh,  my  first  indication  was  that  the  distress  call  from  the  other  driver.  He  mentioned  that  there  was 
an  emergency. 

HH:      Let  me  clarify  this  question  here.  It's  not  as  far  as  something  was  wrong  with  the  bridge,  when  was 

your      the  first  thing  that  led  you  to  believe  that  an  earthquake  had  taken  place?  I  think  before 

you  said  you  noticed  your  vehicle  rocking?  Then  you  got  stopped  and  it  was  really  rocking? 

VL:      Yes,  uh,  like  I  said  in  the  beginning.  I  was  proceeding  to  make  a  tum,  the  truck  was  rocking,  rolling 
and  rocking  a  little  bit.  I  didn't  think  nothing  of  it.  I  thought  It  might  have  been  the  contour  of  the 
road  until  I  came  to  a  complete  stop.  That's  when  the  truck  really  started  to  rock  and  roll,  and  I 
looked  up  and  saw  lamp  posts  in  front  of  me  waving  back  and  forth  like  crazy  and  a  hotdog  stand 
guys'  some  of  about  four  or  five  bags  of  potato  chips  fell  to  the  ground. 

BE:      O.  K.,  the  hotdog  stand? 

VL:      Yeah,  I  eat  down  there  every  day  too.  That  was  my  indication  that  it  was  an  earthquake. 
BE:      Your  vehicle  was  kind  of  rocking  and  rolling  you  said? 
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VL:  Yes. 

BE;  You  stopped,  is  that  correct? 

VL:  I  stopped. 

BE:  Did  you  see  any  other  vehicles  around  you  and  if  so,  what  did  they  do? 

VL:      There  were  cars  parked  in  the  little  parking  slots  next  to  the  guard  rail.  There  is  an  observation 
area,  it's  got  the  little  spy  scopes  on,  people  put  money  in  and  they  can  look  at  the  city  and  stuff 
like  that.  There  were  two  people  there  holding  onto  the  guard  rail.  Uh,  and  these  other  people 
from  out  of  town  who  I  saw  later  on  on  the  bridge,  they  were  there.  They  walked  back  to  me  and 
asked  me,  "was  that  an  earthquake  we  just  had?"  And  then  the  wife  began  jokingly  saying  we  left 
home  of  tornadoes  to  come  over  here  of  earthquakes. 

HH:      Did  you  note  specifically  what  state  these  people  were  from? 

VL:      I  think  she  said  Oklahoma. 

BE:      Do  you  remember  giving  directions  to  those  people? 

VL:      Uh,  no,  I  didn't  give  directions  to  those  people.  They  had  walked  back  also  from  the  break  and,  uh, 
I  could  say  they  probably  walked  back  to  their  car  and  got  back  into  their  car. 

BE :  Did  you  notice  if  they  had  a  video  camera  at  all? 

VL:  No,  I  did  not  notice. 

BE:  Did  your  vehicle  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle  during  this  earthquake? 

VL:  As  far  as  having  an  accident? 

BE:  Yeah. 

VL:  No. 

BE:  Did  your  vehicle  strike  anything?  That's  no.  Did  you  notice  structure  motion  on  the  bridge  itself  or 
could  you  see? 

VL:      No,  I  was  too  far  away. 

BE:      But  you  say  you  did  notice  the  lamp  posts,  things  like  that? 
VL:  Yes. 

BE:      When  you  first  became  aware  that  the  structure  had  fallen  then  when  you  got  the  distress  call  from 
the  other  driver? 

VL:      From  the  other  driver. 

BE :      What  was  his  last  name  again? 

VL:  .... 
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*  *  *  * 

VL;  ***** 

BE:      And  the  only  one  you  saw  directing  traffic  after  the  structure  had  fallen  immediately  after  anyway 
within  the  next  thirty  minutes  was  the  guard  there  at  the  gate  and  yourself? 

VL:      Uh,  the  guard  was  there  but  the  fire  department  had  also  come  up  and  they  were  helping  me. 

HH:     Which  fire  department? 

VL:      Tl  Rre. 

HH:      Tl  Rre  ? 

VL:      Station  2  which  is  down  right  by  the  station  itself       They  came  up  and  then  soon,  later,  the  Navy 

had  come  up  and  proceeded  to  help  out,  also  I'm  surprised  people  trusted  them  with  their  cars 
too.  People  were  giving  their  car  keys  to  the  Navy  because  they  knew  it  wouldn't  get  

HH:  That's  within  the  thirty  minutes  after  the  accident  or  after  the  earthquake? 

VL:  A  lot  of  confusion. 

HH:  Understandably. 

BE:  The  guard  at  YBI,  is  there  a  normal  structure  there  for  him,  a  guard  house  or  something? 

VL:  There's  a  guard  house  there. 

BE:  O.  K.  I  think  that  takes  care  of  their  infomiation.  Can  you  think  of  anything  else  Harold? 

HH:     Well,  for  the  purposes  of  the  tape  will  you  state  your  name,  spelling  your  last  name  and  I  also  need 
your  date  of  birth? 

VL:      Name  is  *********;.  I  was  born  3/1/58. 

HH:      Do  you  have  anything.... 

VL:      That's  it. 

HH:      This  will  conclude  the  taped  interview.  Time  now  is  1423  hours. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-15,  •'•••*****  *,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  14,  1989.  The  interview  concluded  at  0905  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

GM:  Investigator  George  Morrill 
JOi  »»»•»••»» 


GM:      Today's  date  is  Tuesday.  November  14, 1989.  I'm  Officer  Georae  Morrill  Caiifnrnia  Highway 
Patrol,  number  7097.  I'm  on  the  telephone  with  Jim,  or  His  California 

driver's  license  is   •  •  •  •    He  was  driving  east  on  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake  on  October  17, 1989.  Jim,  if  you  would  -  would  you  describe  to  me  what 
you  told  me  earlier  without  the  tape  recorder  going  as  to  your  reactions  and  indications  that 
something  was  wrong  while  you  were  driving  on  the  bridge  that  afternoon? 

JO:       Certainly.  I  was  heading  eastbound  in  lane  number  4  and  about  a  mile  from  Treasure  Island.  I 
noticed  the  radio  went  out  and  as  I  leaned  over  to  fiddle  with  the  dial,  the  car  started  rolling  a  bit, 
almost  like  having  a  flat  tire.  I  sat  up  and  started  slowing  down  and  the  rolling  and  pitching  kept  up 
quite  a  bit.  There  was  some  side  to  side,  but  it  was  mostly  a  vertical  component;  an  up  and  down 
and  a  sort  of  a  rocking  of  the  deck  itself.  I  slowed  down  to  a  stop  and  put  it  into  "park".  Everyone 
else  around  me  had  also  slowed  down  and  stopped.  There  were  no  accidents  at  the  time. 
Everyone  pretty  much  just  calmly  slowed  down.  The  traffic  had  been  moving  at  about  50  MPH 
and  was  pretty  solid.  After  I  put  it  into  "park",  a  couple  of  seconds  later  the  top  deck  dropped 
down  about  two  cars  in  front  of  mine.  You  could  see  the  deck  drop  from  the  top  and  ramp  down. 
One  car  from  the  top  deck  that  was  in  the  same  lane  as  I  was  came  sliding  down  that  ramp  and  hit 
the  bottom  deck.  As  the  top  deck  fell,  it  hit  the  bottom  deck  and  caused  the  bottom  deck  to  drop 
down  several  feet.  And  a  car  in  the  number  3  lane  that  was  right  up  at  the  front  nosed  down  into 
the  opening.  I  stayed  in  the  car  because  it  kept  shaking  for  probably  another  five  -  ten  seconds. 
After  the  shaking  stopped,  I  got  out  of  the  car  and  several  people  got  out  of  the  bus  that  was  up 
near  the  break  and  we  went  over  to  the  cars  and  helped  the  people  out.  And  then  I  immediately 
went  back  to  my  car  and  got  my  stuff  out  and  started  walking  back  to  Treasure  Island.  And  I  told 
people  around  me  that  it  would  probably  be  the  best  bet  to  get  off  the  bridge  in  case  there  were 
any  aftershocks  and  there  was,  you  know,  any  additional  damage.  As  we  continued  to  walk  back, 
it  kind  of  got  around  a  corner  where  people  couldn't  see  the  bridge  itself  had  collapsed  and  were 
just  kind  of  standing  around.  The  people  from  the  front,  up  near  the  break  -  We  told  them  what 
had  happened  and  advised  them  it  would  probably  be  best  just  to  get  off  the  bridge  and  get  back 
to  solid  ground  agsiin  in  case  there  was  an  aftershock. 

GM:      OK.  Jim,  you're  talking  about  the  collapse  of  the  bridge  itself;  the  top  deck  coming  down  and 

hitting  the  bottom  deck.  Do  you  recall  that  that  is  what  caused  the  bottom  decks  to  collapse,  or  did 
you  -  Could  you  tell  whether  the  bottom  deck  collapsed  about  the  same  time  that  the  top  deck? 

JO:       It  would  seem  to  me...  Now  once  again,  it  all  happened  really  quickly.  It  was  my  Impression  that 

the  top  deck  caused  the  bottom  deck  to  collapse.  I  think  it  was  the  impact  of  that  hitting  that  sort  of 
dropped  that  deck.  And  once  again,  that  was  an  impression  because  obviously,  if  they  both 
happened  at  the  same  exact  time,  you  know,  it  really  took,  you  know,  a  split  second  for  the  thing 
to  drop  down.  So  that's  a  real  tough  one. 

GM:      The  car  that  you  indicated  that  rode  the  top  deck  down,  came  sliding  down  with  the  top  deck  -  Do 
you  remember  it's  color? 
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JO:       Oh  Jeez,  I  forget  what  that  one  was.  I  think  -  I  know  the  one  in  the  number  3  lane  was  a  red  Honda 
I  forget  what  the  other  one  looked  like. 

GM:      OK.  Did  it  appear  as  it  was  coming  down  with  the  top  deck  that  it  was  ever  off  of  the  roadway,  that  it 
was  airborne,  or  

JO:       No.  It  did  not  appear  that  way. 

GM:      It  just  seemed  like  it  was  on  that  bridge,  or  on  the.... 

JO:       Right.  It  almost  looked  like  it  may  have  been  stopped  as  well,  you  know?  And  it  just  kind  of  came 
down  with  the  thing.  I  think  I  was  really  shocked  that  there  weren't  more  cars  streaming  over  that 
edge.  But  no,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  airborne  to  me. 

GM:      OK.  After  you  walked  back  -  You  went  to  

JO:       I  went  to  Treasure  Island. 

GM:      You  went  to  Treasure  Island? 

JO:  Uh-huh. 

GM:      Did  you  see  anyone  there  directing  traffic? 

JO:       You  know,  just  pretty  much  --  By  the  time  I  got  there;  you've  got  to  understand  that  it  was  a  pretty 
long  walk  back  although  I  was  walking  quite  rapidly.  By  the  time  I  got  there,  there  were  people 
starting  to  kind  of  turn  around  and  duck  off  onto  Treasure  Island  and  get  back  and  head 
westbound  the  other  way. 

GM:      This  was  while  they  were  in  their  cars?  Not  on  foot? 

JO:       Right.  You  know,  basically  I  think  the  people  that  were  kind  of  right  at  the  Island,  you  know  -  They 
had  a  way  to  get  out.  So  there  were  people  directing  cars  and  trying  to  get  a  hole  opened  up 
there.  So  yes,  I  did  see  people  directing  cars. 

GM:      Did  you  see  anybody  wearing  a  unifomn  that  was  directing  traffic? 

JO:       No,  I  don't  think  so. 

GM:      Then  the  people  you  saw  directing  traffic  in  your  opinion  were  civilians? 

JO:      Yeah,  as  I  recall.  I  remember  seeing  an  ambulance  there.  There  may  have  been  some  people 

trying  to  help  an  ambulance  get  through  and  so  they  started  moving  cars.  But  I  don't  believe  there 
was  an  officer  at  the  spot  at  that  time.  Of  course,  this  was,  you  know,  probably  ten  minutes  after 
the  earthquake. 

GM:      OK.  How  did  you  get  from  the  Island  then  back  to  San  Francisco? 

JO:       Well,  as  soon  as  I  got  to  the  Island  I  just  kept  on  walking  because  my  wife  works  in  town  and  I 
wanted  to  make  sure  she  was  all  right.  Plus  I  hadnt  seen  San  Francisco  yet.  I'm  a  structural 
engineer  and  I  was  interested  and  I  wanted  to  get  back  to  the  office  t>ecause  we  have  a  lot  of 
clients  that  I  knew  would  need  some  assistance.  So  I  immediately  walked  up  to  the  upper  deck 
and  started  walking  back  to  San  Francisco  that  way.  I  got  about  halfway  through  the  tunnel  and  a 
little  pickup  truck  pulled  over  and  I  climbed  in  the  back  and  I  was  back  in  San  Francisco  by  5:30. 
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GM:      OK.  Now  earlier  in  our  conversation  before  I  turned  the  tape  recorder  on,  you  were  describing  the 
motion  of  your  vehicle,  and  then  the  motion  of  the  roadway.  Would  you  describe  that  again  for 
me? 

JO:  Certainly.  As  I  previously  stated,  there  was  not  much  side  to  side  motion,  although  there  was 
some.  There  seemed  to  be  a  very  strong  vertical  component  to  the  shaking,  an  up  and  down 
component  as  well  as  the  rocking  of  the  deck. 


GM:      I  see.  Would  you  tell  me  your  occupation  and  you're  talking,  you  told  me  off  the  tape,  that  you're  a 
structural  engineer.  If  you  could  give  me  your  background  in  this? 

JO:       Could  you  turn  off  the  tape  for  one  second? 

GM:      Yes,  I  sure  can. 

JO:       I  have  to  talk  to  someone  here  for  just  one  minute. 
GM:      Sure.  OK.  I've  turned  the  tape  back  on. 
JO:       All  right. 

GM:      And  again,  If  you  could  just  tell  me  your  qualifications,  your  occupation? 

JO:       OK.  I'm  a  registered  civil  engineer  in  California.  I  have  a  Masters  Degree  in  Structural  Engineering. 
I'm  currently  employed  by  in  San  Francisco.  We  are  seismic 

consultants  and  do  a  lot  of  work  on  upgrading  of  existing  structures  and  general  consulting.  I'm 
pretty  familiar  with  ground  motions  and  with  responses  of  structures  to  various  ground  motions. 
Like  I  say,  I  think  the  thing  that  surprised  me  most  about  the  Bay  Bridge  was  the  vertical  motion  of  it 
and  not  so  much  of  a  swaying.  However,  at  the  time  I  wasnt  aware  of  exactly  where  I  was  on  the 
bridge  and  being  near  a  support  like  that,  I  wouldn't  expect  It  to  be  swaying  and  probably  the  only 
component  it  would  feel  would  be  a  vertical  component.  Because  of  the  stiffness  of  the  cantilever 
section  as  well  as  the  stiffness  of  the  support  that  it  was  on. 

GM:      OK.  Jim,  I  appreciate  the  information  that  you  have  given  us.  As  far  as  I'm  concerned,  I  have 

several  officers  working  with  me  and  taking  interviews  of  those  persons  who  were  on  the  bridge  at 
that  time  and  you're  the  first  one  that  I've  talked  to  that  actually  saw  the  bridge  collapse.  So  that's 
the  reason  I  was  interested  in  what  you  had  to  say  from  it.  If  we  have  any  further  questions,  is  it  OK 
to  recontact  you? 

JO:       Sure.  Yeah,  that's  no  proljlem.  Like  I  said,  I  happened  to  be  a  stmctural  engineer  on  site  at  the 
time.  I  migfit  also  want  to  mention  that  as  I  was  walking  back  towards  Treasure  Island,  I  was  looking 
up  at  the  structure  above  to  kind  of  notice,  to  see  if  there  was  any  damage  to  the,  you  know  -  to 
see  if  the  bridge  was  precarious  at  all.  And  it  seemed  to  me  for  about  maybe  50  yards  from  the 
txeak  back  toward  the  island,  up  at  the  top  connection  between  the  beams  and  the  columns,  they 
were  steel  and  there  appeared  to  be  some  buckling  of  the  panel  zone,  which  indicated  some 
good  movement  in  there. 

GM:       I  see. 

JO:       You  might  want  to  put  that  down.  It  would  mean  something  to  an  engineer  -  buckling  of  a  panel 
zone  --  but  it  probably  doesnt  mean  much  to  anyone  else! 


GM;      Yes.  I'm  sire  it  will.  OK. 
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JO:       All  right. 

GM:  All  right.  Thank  you  very  much  for  calling,  Jim.  Bye-bye.  .g 
JO:  Bye.  1 
GM:      The  time  right  now  is  5  minutes  after  9:00  A.M.  and  this  will  be  the  conclusion  of  this  tape  with  Jim 

,»»»¥»»  I 

END  OF  l^fTERVIEW 
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W-16,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  20, 1989.  The  interview  concluded  at  0945  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
tape  recorded  interview. 


IDENTIRCATION: 

GM:  Investigator  George  Mon-ill 
MR:  ..«•*•• 


GM:      OK,  Monica.  I  have  the  tape  recording  on  now.  I'm  tape  recording  a  conversation  by  phone  with 
•  Today's  date  is  Monday.  November  20, 1989  and  the  time  right  now  is  9:37  - 

Excuse  me,  9:34  A.M.  Monica,  we  were  talking  prior  to  the  time  I  turned  the  tape  on  and  you 
were  telling  me  about  your  experiences  on  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  on  the 
evening  of  the  earthquake,  October  17, 1989.  And  you  had  indicated  to  me  that  when  you 
encountered  stopped  traffic  on  the  bridge,  you  were  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck  in  the  tunnel 
on  Verba  Buena  or  Treasure  Island.  Would  you  just  explain  to  me  what  you  told  me  earlier  about 
how  you  got  off  of  the  ramp  and  what  you  did? 

MR:      OK.  As  I  said,  I  was  atx)ut  three  or  four  car  lengths,  roughly  estimated,  prior  to  the  exit  on 

Treasure  Island  on  the  right  hand  side  in  the  right  hand  lane.  As  I  proceeded  to  get  into  the  exit,  I 
picked  up  passengers  that  were  coming  off  a  bus  that  was  stopped  between  the  exit  and  the 
entrance  on  Treasure  Island  to  the  bridge.  At  that  point,  what  looked  to  be  civilians  -  I'm  not  sure 
whether  they  were  from  a  bus  or  from  Treasure  Island  itself  -  were  indicating  to  traffic  to  make  an 
immediate  right  hand  turn  which  is  actually  an  exit  from  the  top  level  of  the  bridge,  the  westbound 
traffic  where  the  westt)ound  traffic  would  get  off  from  the  left  hand  side  of  the  top  span  of  the 
txidge,  to  get  onto  Treasire  Island.  So  it  would  look  as  if  you  were  going  against  traffic  by  the 
arrows  on  the  ground  pointing  in  the  direction  of  which  we  were  told  to  head. 

GM:      OK.  Now  who  tdd  you  to  go  in  that  direction? 

MR:      As  I  said,  like  civilians.  It  didnl  took  like  anyone  dressed  in  any  kind  of  military,  because  I 

remember  they  were  wearing  long-sleeved  white  t-shirts  with  some  lettering  on  It.  It  looked  like 
some  sort  of  sports  attire.  And  they  were  mainly  trying  to  get  us  to  go  up  this  ramp.  I  remember 
looking  at  ttie  time  that  traffic  was  coming  backwards  through  the  exit  on  the  lower  level.  You 
know,  people  who  should  have  been  entering  the  bridge  at  that  point  were  coming  backwards. 
And  I  think  they  were  doing  that  in  order  to  avoid  a  conflict  of  traffic,  a  traffic  jam,  at  that  spot. 
Instead  of  letting  us  go  through  Treasure  Island,  they  were  telling  us  to  just  come  right  around  that 
corner  and  go  up  this  ramp  because  there  was  no  traffic  coming  from  -  There  was  no  traffic 
westbound.  It  had  already  been  cut  off  coming  in  from  the  East  Bay.  Does  that  make  sense? 

GM:      Yes.  I  think  I'm  understanding  what  you're  telling  me.  Now  you  indicated  that  the  people  who 

were  directing  you  to  make  this  sharp  right  turn  cind  go  contrary  to  what  the  arrows  on  the  roadway 
were  telling  you.  That  other  traffic  was  coming  off  of  the  lower  deck? 

MR:      As  well  as  from  

GM:      And  this  would  have  been  east  of  you  from  the  ~  It  would  actually  be  an  on-ramp,  but  they  were 
coming  
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MR:      That" s  right.  They  were  --  The  last  of  the  traffic  that  I  thinl<  was  just  backing  out  from  there  had 
gone  through  and  some  cars  had  actually  managed  to  -  what  I  assumed  -  make  a  U-turn  on  the 
bridge  and  were  coming  through,  you  know.  They  were  driving  through.  They  weren't  backing 
out.  They  weren't  backing  through  that  exit  or  on-ramp,  however  you  want  to  call  that. 

GM:      I  see.  OK.  Now  those  folks  that  were  coming  down  that  ramp  that  had  made  their  turns  on  the 
bridge,  got  turned  around  -  Were  they  making  a  right  turn  and  going  up  this  same  little  hill,  or  

MR:      I  dont  think  so.  I  couldnt  say  for  sure  but  I  don't  think  so.  I  think  they  were  going  through 

Treasure  Island.  I  doni  remember  exactly  because  I'd  never  taken  that  exit  before  but  it  seemed 
to  me  like  they  couldnt  physically  do  that  without  going  back  a  ways  and  then  coming  back 
through  that  area.  There  was  a  lot  of  people  standing  there.  I  just  remember  thinking  that  there 
was  too  much  there  for  them  to  get  through  that  way,  that  they'd  probably  go  through  some  other 
side  street  through  Treasure  Island  in  order  to  get  to  the  top  level. 

GM:      Now  these  people  that  you  think  were  in  civilian  clothing  directing  traffic;  do  you  recall  how  many 
there  may  have  l)een  there? 

MR:      Um,  at  least  two  or  three. 

GM:      And  can  you  tell  me  where  they  were  standing? 

MR:      Um,  yeah.  They  were  --  Let's  see.  They  were  very,  very  close  to  the  cars.  They  were  just  about 
right  at  the  point  of  that  on-ramp  because  they  were  just  making  arm  movements  basically 
showing  you  to  turn  right  there.  I  don't  know  if  that's  clear  enough  for  you  or  not,  but   j 

! 

GM:      Were  they  closer  to  the  bridge  than  they  were  further  off,  where  the  off  and  on-ramps  join  there?  \ 

MR:      Yeah,  I  would  say  that.  I'd  say  they  were  closer  to  the  bridge  than  to  the  joint  street.  |] 

GM:      All  right.  Now  these  signals  that  they  gave  you  were  by  hand  signals  only? 

MR:      Yeah.  Well,  they  were  shouting  -  yes.  But  there  was  so  much  noise  that  I  didnt  really  hear  much 
of  what  they  were  saying.  I  paid  more  attention  to  their  arm  movements  than  anything  else. 

GM:      OK.  So  then  you  got  to  the  upper  deck? 

MR:  Um-hum. 

GM:      By  this  road  that  had  the  arrows  going  contrary  to  the  direction  of  travel? 
MR:  Right. 

GM:      Once  you  got  to  the  upper  deck,  did  you  see  anyone  up  there  directing  traffic? 
MR:      No,  I  did  not. 

GM:      Once  you  were  up  upon  the  upper  deck,  did  you  see  any  vehicles  going  towards  Oakland  on  that 
upper  deck? 

MR:      No,  I  did  not.  I  was  one  of  the  first  ~  I'd  say  it  was  a  good  first  few  cars,  I'd  say  50  cars,  that  managed 
to  get  up  onto  the  deck. 
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GM:      OK.  So  there  was  nobody  directing  traffic  up  there,  but  you  didnt  see  anyone  going  the  wrong 


direction  then? 
MR:      No.  No.  I  did  not. 

GM:       Did  you  see  any  California  Highway  Patrol  officers  at  any  time  during  this? 

MR:      Yes,  I  did.  We  were  still  stopped  at  Treasure  Island  and  I'm  trying  to  remember  if  it  was  before  the 
motorcyclist  came  or  after.  But  he  was  mainly  trying  to  get  through,  I  remember.  I  was  in  the  right 
hand  lane  and  he  was  trying  to  get  by  on  the  left  lanes,  the  two  left  lanes,  and  he  was  asking  traffic 
to  move  to  the  left  or  the  right  in  order  for  him  to  get  through. 

GM:      Now  this  is  the  CHP  officer  that  you're  referring  to? 

MR:       Right  -  In  a  car,  right. 

GM:      Is  that  the  only  CHP  officer  you  saw? 

MR:      Yes,  it  is  -  that  I  can  rememtjer. 

GM:      Did  you  ever  get  a  look  at  the  officer?  Could  you  describe  him  for  me? 

MR:  Oh.  boy!  Umm  -- 1  couldn't  say  for  sure.  I  know  it  was  a  male,  definitely,  because  he  was  -  He  had 
to  yell  at  this  one  vehicle  who  would  not  move  in  either  direction  and  he  was  trying  to  get  through 
so  I  heard  the  voice.  I  couWnl  describe  him  though. 

GM:      OK.  Did  you  see  him  -  Was  he  able  to  get  through  traffic? 

MR:      Yes.  he  was.  And  he  went  beyond  --  As  far  as  I  could  tell,  he  went  beyond  the  exit  and  entrance 
to  Treasure  Island.  He  kept  going  further. 

GM:  And  then  you  didnt  see  him  again? 

MR:  That's  right. 

GM:  Let  me  make  sure  I  have  the  correct  spelling  of  your  last  name. 

MR:  Sure. 

GM:  Ifs   .  .  »  .  • 

MR:  ,».•.». 

GM:  ,...*.? 

MR:  Right. 

GM:  I  missed  that  one  "S".  Anything  else  that  you  want  to  add,  Monica?  Those  were  the  questions 
that  I  needed  to  ask  you. 
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MR:      Right.  You  know  I  just  think  that  given  the  conditions,  I  think  people  managed  to  remain  pretty 
much  calm  and  I  think  most  people's  intention  was  to  get  off  the  bridge  as  quickly  as  possible. 
And  I  think  also  all  of  us  were  thinking  of  the  aftershock  possibilities  and  wanted  to  get  back  Into  1 
the  City  and  that's  what  most  of  the  people  that  I  picked  up  from  that  bus  were  saying.  They  just 

wanted  to  get  back  to  a  phone  or  something.  Some  other  means  of  transportation,  or       I  think 

that  was  just  the  general  mood  of  the  whole  thing.  I  don't  think  people  were  panicking  too  much. 
There  were  a  lot  of  people  who  were  walking  off  the  bridge  who  just  left  their  cars,  but  -  Definitely 
not  a  panic  situation,  at  least  that  I  could  tell. 

GM:      OK.  Very  good.  Thank  you,  Monica,  very  much  for  your  call. 

MR:      You're  welcome. 

GM:  Bye-bye. 

MR:  Bye. 

GM:      That  will  conclude  this  phone  conversation.  The  time  now  is  9:45  and  again,  today's  date  is 
Monday,  November  20, 1989.  I'm  George  Morrill,  number  7097. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 


MI 


L  ORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

OSAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS 


Page  283 


W-17,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell  on  December  1,  1989.  The 

interview  was  conducted  at  695  27th  Street,  Oakland,  California.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcription  of 
that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 


IDENTinCATlON: 

SM:   Investigator  Sally  Mitchell 
JM:    Investigator  Jim  Mengle 
MT:  ,,•••»• 

SM:      This  is  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell.  Also  present  is  Investigator  Jim  Mengle.  We're  speaking  with 

who  was  a  passenger  in  •  •  Ambulance.  Today's  date  Is  December  1st  and  If  s 

about  9:45. 

SM:      We  understand  that  you,  the  ambulance,  was  going  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck  of  the  Bay 
Bridge  at  the  time  the  earthquake  happened. 

MT:       That's  correct. 

SM:       Do  you  recall  feeling  the  earthquake? 

MT:       No.  None  of  us  felt  the  earthquake  from  what  I  can  remember. 

SM:      OK.  What  was  the  first  indication  that  anything  was  wrong  to  you? 

MT:      Well,  we  heard  on  the  radio  that  there  was  an  earthquake.  We  had  just  a  regular  radio  in  there. 
The  first  indication  that  anything  was  wrong  was  we  were  in  dead-stopped  traffic  and  I  made  a 
comment  to  the  nurse  that  was  on  board  also,  "God.  it's  strange  that  we're  at  a  dead  stop.",  you 
know  -  I've  never  been  dead-stopped  on  the  freeway  or  the  bridge  before.  We  looked  out  and 
there  was  like  hundreds  of  people  running  at  us.  That  was  the  first  indication. 

SM:  OK.  Where  were  you  stopped?  About  where  were  you  stopped? 

MT:  Just  the  other  side  of  Treasure  Island;  the  east  side  of  Treasure  Island. 

SM:  OK.  Do  you  recall  the  name  of  the  nurse  that  was  riding  with  you? 

MT:  No,  I  dont. 

SM:  First  name,  or  

MT:  No.  I  mean,  we  can  get  it  but  I  dont  really  recall  it. 

SM:  Can  you  describe  her  for  me?  About  how  old  she  was,  or  any  identifying  information? 

MT:      42.  I  believe  she  had  blond  hair.  150.  Thai's  about  all  I  can  really  remember.  I  dont  remember  her 
name. 

SM:      OK,  but  you  have  the  information  somewhere  about  what  

MT:      Yeah.  We  can  get  the  information  if  you  need  it. 
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SM:      All  right.  At  the  time  the  ambulance  stopped,  when  traffic  stopped  and  all  the  people  were 
running  back  to  you  -  What  did  you  do? 

MI:       The  people  were  running  at  us  and  this  is  going  to  sound  kind  of  funny,  about  my  first  thought 
was  it  was  a  joke  that  people  were  playing  because  of  the  World  Series.  I  thought  people  were 
running  from  Oakland  to  San  Francisco.  And  then  people  started  screaming  that  the  bridge  was 
failing  and  then  It  clicked!  Because  I  had  heard  on  the  radio  a  few  minutes  ago  that  there  was  an 
earthquake  and  then  they  said  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  I  started  getting  very,  very  nervous. 
Because  in  my  eyes  I  just  pictured  the  whole  thing  just  keeping  on  going  and  collapsing.  At  that 
time,  the  driver  -  which  was  Bruce  -  got  on  the  radio  and  said  they  had  emergency  traffic.  They 
cleared  the  air  for  us  and  we  said  that  we  had  been  advised  that  the  bridge  just  collapsed  and  did 
we  have  permission  to  abandon  the  vehicle.  And  they  confirmed  it  --  Confirming  the  bridge  was 
collapsed  -  And  we  said  yes.  And  then  they  said  yes,  do  whatever  you  have  to  do  for  safety. 

SM:      OK.  Then  what  did  you  do? 

MT:      Then  while  he  was  talking  on  the  radio,  we  gathered  some  more  Information  that  one  section  fell, 
you  know,  and  It  wasn't.  It  didnt,  continuing  to  fall.  Therefore,  we  felt  that  it  was  a  little  safer  than 
we  first  thought  and  we  decided  that  we  all  -  We  left  Reggie  in  the  rig  and  we  decided  that  we'd  all 
better  go  up  front  and  see  If  we  needed  to  give  any  assistance.  On  the  way  up  there,  I  crossed 
one  patient  who  fell,  drove  her  car  from  the  top  deck  to  the  bottom  deck;  she  fell  from  the  top 
deck  to  the  bottom  deck.  And  she  was  complaining  of  back  and  neck  pain  and  

SM:      OK.  She  told  you  that  she  was  heading  towards  San  Francisco? 

MT:      She  was  driving  and  that  she  -  From  what  I  could  get.  I  mean,  it  was  all  confusion  and  from  what  I 
remember  though:  It  was  a  man  and  a  lady  and  they  were  Ixjth  in  the  car.  He  said  he  was  fine. 
She  said  tfiat  her  back  really  hurt  and  her  neck  really  hurt  and  they  were  walking  towards  us  as  we 
were  walking  towards  where  the  accident  was. 

SM:      OK.  Did  they  flag  you  down  or  get  your  attention? 

MT:      Yeah.  We  were,  you  know,  walking  in  between  cars  and  we  actually  were  In  the  same  lane  as  them 
as  they  were  walking  towards  us.  So  we  stopped,  or  I  stopped  and  helped  her.  And  then  we 
grat}bed  a  nurse  on  the  way  up  front  too  so  we  had  two  nurses,  Bruce  and  myself  heading  up 
front. 

SM:      How  did  you  find  this  nurse?  Identify  her  by  uniform,  or  

MT:      No.  She  just  stopped  and  said  "I'm  a  nurse.  Would  you  like  some  help?"  We  said  sure  and  she 
came  along. 

SM:      OK.  These  two  people  that  walked  back  towards  you  --  The  man  Identified  himself  as  the  driver  of 
the  car  that  

MT:       I  think  she  was  the  driver.  I'm  really  not  sure  about  that  though.  I  think  she  was  driving  but  I'm  not 
sure. 

SM :      But  they  said  they  were  both  from  the  same  car? 
MT:      They  were  both  in  the  same  car,  yeeih. 
SM:      Can  you  describe  him  physically? 
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MT:       He  wore  glasses.  I  would  say  he  was  about  6'1 ".  I  think  he  was  balding  on  the  top,  just  in  the 

center  I  think.  Very  thin  -  You  know,  height  not  in  proportion  to  weight.  That's  about  all  I  can  really 
remember. 

SM:  White?  Black? 

MT:  Yes  -  White. 

SM:  About  how  old  do  you  think? 

MT:  Oh,  I'd  say  38  or  around  there  somewhere. 

SM:  Did  he  appear  injured? 

MT:  No.  He  appeared  fine.  He  said  he  felt  fine. 

SM:  OK.  And  how  about  the  woman? 

MT:  She  was  probably  about  160  or  so.  About  5'7"  or  5'6".  And  she  was  probably  around  38  or  so 
too.  I  believe  she  had  dark  hair.  She  was  white.  That* s  about  all  I  really  remember  from  her. 

SM:      And  did  she  say  she  was  injured? 

MT:      She  said  that  her  back  hurt  and  it  hurt  to  sit  down.  She  said  that  it  hurt  her  to  stop  moving  actually. 
She  wanted  to  keep  walking.  I  wanted  her  to  stop  right  there  and  I  was  going  to  -  You  know,  treat 
her  right  there  or  get  more  help  right  there.  And  we  stopped  and  we  leaned  her  against  the  car 
and  she  said  she  couldnt  stop.  She  said  it  felt  t)etter  to  keep  walking,  so  we  kept  walking.  We  got 
her  to  the  ambulance  and  she  wanted  --  She  still  wanted  to  keep  walking  and  I  wanted  to  treat  her 
right  there.  We  got  her  in  a  C-collar.  We  tried  to  get  her  to  lay  down  on  the  gurney  and  she 
couldn't;  it  hurt  too  bad  in  her  butt  region  and  she  said  it  just  really  hurt  back  there.  It  hurt  to 
breathe.  When  we  had  another  -  I  think  it  was  a  San  Francisco  ambulance  gentleman  -  I  cant 
really  remember  if  he  was  in  uniform  or  not.  I  think  he  was  just  getting  off  work.  And  he  was  talking 
with  the  patient  and  I  was  on  the  radio  and  the  next  thing  I  know,  she  was  gone.  And  someone 
said  that  she  walked  to  Treasure  Island. 

SM:      OK.  So  you  never  got  a  name  from  her? 

MT:  Nothing. 

SM:      OK.  The  only  type  of  medical  treatment  that  you  gave  her  then  was  to  put  a  C-collar  on? 
MT:      And  a  C-collar  was  put  on  the  gentleman  too. 
JM:       Just  with  a  C-collar? 

MT:  Yeah.  Yeah,  no  names  were  gotten  and  no  nothing.  I  just  turned  around  also  and  all  of  a  sudden 
they  were  gone.  I  said  where  did  they  go  and  someone  said  oh,  they  walked  to  Treasure  Island.  I 
was  going  

SM:      At  that  time  that  you  walked  them  back,  were  you  the  only  one  that  walked  them  back  to  the 
amtxjlance? 

MT:  Yeah. 
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SM:      Was  Reggie  still  with  the  ambulance  at  that  time? 

MT:       Yeah.  And  when  I  got  back  and  got  on  the  radio,  I  believe  Reggie  started  up  front  again.  Thinking 
that  I  had  the  ambulance  under  control  so  he  was  going  to  go  up  front  and  give  some  more  help. 
Then  after  the  ordeal  of  trying  to  figure  out  where  my  patient  went,  they  --  You  know,  I  found  out 
finally  that  they  were  just  gone.  And  then  I  closed  up  the  rig  and  --  In  my  mind,  I  pictured  hundreds 
of  people  squished  up  front.  So  I  closed  up  the  ambulance,  got  as  many  supplies  as  I  could  just 
think  of  and  started  up  front  again.  And  they  turned  around  and  said  that  there  was  only  like  two 
people  up  front  and  the  others,  that  the  people  on  the  other  side  were  taking  care  of  them,  so  we 
weren't  needed. 

JM:       So  you  didn't  actually  get  right  up  to  -  You  didnl  walk  up  to  the  portion  that  was  broken? 
MT:      I  never  walked  up  to  the  front,  no. 

JM:       About  how  long  a  period  of  time  would  you  say  went  by  when  you  initially  got  the  ambulance 
stopped  after  the  earthquake  and  you  walked  up  and  met  these  people  and  got  back  to  the 
ambulance  and  then  got  the  ambulance  turned  around  again  so  you  could  leave? 

MT:      I  honestly  could  not  tell  you.  I  probably  couldnl  even  guess.  I  mean.  It  was  just  all  so  crazy  and  I 
honestly  dont  know  if  we  were  there  for  an  hour,  an  hour  and  a  half  or  a  half-hour.  I  really  don't 
know. 

SM:      Did  you  see  anybody  else  injured  besides  just  that  one  person  that  complained  of  pain? 
MT:       Uh-uh,  no. 

SM:      Did  you  notice  people  directing  traffic  at  the  scene? 

MT:       I  think  while  we  were  turning  around  there  was  a  couple  of  people  helping  other  people  turn 
around. 

SM:      OK.  By  people  -  Civilians,  

MT:  Civilians.  And  I  know  there  was  a  couple  of  Highway  Patrolmen  there.  I  think  there  may  have  been 
some  city  policemen  there  too;  I'm  really  not  sure.  But  I  know  for  a  fact  that  one  person  helped  us 
personally  back  up,  because  I  saw  her  (unintelligible)  . 

SM:      OK.  How  did  you  get  back  to  Treasure  Island? 

MT:      We  backed  up  to  the  U-turn,  headed  the  opiDOsite  direction  ~  And  I  was  in  the  back  so  it  was  really 
hard  to  see  what  was  going  on.  But  I  believe  we  went  down  the  hill  and  then  around  and  then 
back  up  on  to  the  top. 

SM:      Once  you  got  to  Treasure  Island,  were  there  more  people  directing  traffic  to  get  you  back  

MT:      I  really  don't  know.  I  couldnl  see  from  the  back.  I  know  there  was  a  lot  of  medical  on  Treasure 
Island.  I  saw  that;  a  couple  of  ambulances  and  stuff. 

SM:      Did  you  hear  anything  more  from  these  people  at  all?  Or  did  they  try  to  make  contact  with  you? 
Nothing?  They  just  kind  of  just  walked  away  and  you  
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MT:      Yeah.  We  lost  a  CO2  tank  that  day  too.  I  guess  on  our  way  -  I  wasn't  directly  involved  in  this,  but  I 
guess  walking  up  to  the  front  someone  was  helping  us  carry  gear  or  something.  And  we  never 
got  back  in  touch  with  the  guy.  We  told  our  supervisor  about  it.  It  was  kind  of  like,  you  know,  it 
happens  in  that  kind  of  situation  because  everyone  was  trying  to  do  the  best  job  they  could. 

J  M :       So  Bruce  was  the  driver? 

SM:      Wait We're  stopping  the  tape  for  a  phone  call.  OK  -  Continuing  with  the  tape. 
JM:       Bruce  was  driving  the  ambulance? 
MT:  Right. 

JM:       And  you  were  in  the  back  of  the  ambulance,  Mike? 

MT:       Yeah,  right. 

JM:       Who  was  in  the  right  front  seat? 

MT:      Right  front  seat  was  Reggie. 

JM:       And  how  about  the  nurse? 

MT:      The  nurse  I  believe  -  Let  me  see  where  she  was  riding.  She  was  riding  in  the  jump  seat.  That's  in 
the  rear  and  then  I  was  riding  on  the  bench  that's  in  the  rear.  The  jump  seat  is  the  safer  seat  and 
that's  why  we  give  it  to  someone  else. 

JM:       Did  you  see  any  of  the  cars  that  were  damaged  in  the  break  section? 

MT:  No.  As  soon  as  I  saw  us  come  to  a  complete  stop,  I  looked  up  front.  You  know,  I  looked  out  that 
little  hole  that  we  have  up  there  so  I  could  see  up  front  and  all  I  saw  was  tons  of  cars  just  stopped 
and  then  the  next  thing  I  saw  was  hundreds  of  people  running  at  us. 

JM:  You  mentioned  that  you  heard  about  the  earthquake  on  the  radio?  Was  that  commercial  radio  or 
was  that  the  ambulance  radio? 

MT:      FM  radio.  No,  the  regular  FM  radio.  In  fact,  I  think  it  was  probably  KRQR  that  we  were  listening  to. 

SM:      OK.  I  think  thafs  it.  Thanks,  Mike! 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-18,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

December  2, 1989.  The  interview  was  concluded  at  1023  hours.  The  following  Is  an  edited  transcript  of 
that  tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

GM:    Investigator  George  Morrill 
DT:  »»»»»»•» 


DT:  Hello. 

GM:       Mr.  •  »  •  .  ? 

DT:  Yes. 

GM:      I'm  Officer  George  Morrill  from  the  California  Highway  Patrol  in  San  Francisco.  I  understand  that 
you  were  a  driver  on  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  during  the  earthquake  In  October. 

DT:  Yes,  I  was. 

GM:  And  you  had  a  passenger  in  the  vehicle  named 

DT:  Yes.   •  •  •  ,  right. 

GM:  ,  .  •  .  • 

DT:  Yeah. 

GM:  Oh,  I  see.  It's  not  •  *  •  *? 

DT:  No,  ifs  *  . 

GM:  •  *  •  *  OK.  I  had  it  listed  as  .  *  .  .  *  *.  so       Mr.  *  *  *  *1,  have  you  got  a  few  minutes  to 

talk  to  me  atx)ut  your  experiences? 

DT:       Yeah,  very  good.  Hang  on  just  a  second;  let  me  go  to  the  other  phone.  I'll  be  right  with  you. 
Hello? 

GM:      That's  no  problem  sir. 
DT:       Here  I  am. 

GM:      What  I'd  like  to  talk  to  you  about,  sir,  is  your  experiences  on  the  bridge  and  then  the  traffic 

conditions  on  the  bridge,  what  you  recall  of  the  motion  of  the  bridge  and  then  vehicles  around 
you,  traffic  conditions,  then  where  you  got  stopped  on  the  bridge  and  then  how  you  got  off  of  the 
bridge. 

DT:       All  right.  Let's  see.  Well,  you've  talked  to  Mr.  '  •  •  k  We  were  on  the  concrete  on-ramp  coming 
off  of  Main,  or  up  past  201  Mission  and  then  you  go  up  and  get  over.  Anyway,  It's  that  one  that 
comes  from  downtown.  And  we  were  up  on  the  concrete  structure  leading  onto  the  suspension 
part  of  the  bridge. 

GM:      How  often  do  you  use  that  route? 
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DT:  Virtually  every  day. 

GM:  OK.  I'm  writing  your  responses  so  if  you'll  excuse  my  pauses. 

DT:  Sure,  no  problem. 

GM:  And  would  you  descrit>e  the  traffic  conditions  that  day  as  light,  moderate  or  heavy? 

DT:       I  think  they  -  There  certainly  were  light.  I  attribute  that  to  everybody  t>eing  home  in  front  of  a  TV 
set  or  at  Candlestick,  but  they  were  light.  And  that  was  fortunate  I  think. 

GM:      OK.  And  how  about  the  spacing  between  vehicles?  Do  you  recall  what  that  may  have  been?  How 
many  car  lengths  would  have  been  between  you  and  the  car  ahead  of  you? 

DT:       There  was  light  traffic.  In  t)etween  me  and  the  car  in  front  of  me  was  probably  about  1 0  car 
lengths,  and  then  there  was  a  car  in  back  of  me  about  five  or  six  car  lengths. 

GM:      And  what  lane  were  you  driving  in? 

DT:       I  was  driving  in  the  left  hand  lane.  That  part  of  the  on-ramp  is  a  two-lane  ~  and  we  were  about  ready 
to  squeeze  down  to  one  lane. 

GM:      And  about  what  was  your  speed  if  you  recall? 

DT:       Yeah.  We  were  going  fairly  slow.  I'm  sure  it  wasnt  anymore  than  40  miles  an  hour. 
GM:      And  Mr.  *  *  *  *was  the  only  other  occupant  in  your  vehicle? 
DT:       That's  right. 

GM:      And  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began?  Can  you  give  me  a  distance  from  some 
specific  location? 

DT:       Yes.  I  don't  know  how  familiar  you  are  with  ~  Since  you're  doing  the  Interviews,  you  must  be 

familiar.  It's  between  a  high-rise  known  as  201  Mission  and  then  there's  a  little  sort  of  bar  there,  or 
restaurant,  called  Rockin'  Robin.  We  were  -  In  terms  of  up  on  the  ramp,  we  were  probably  a 
thousand  feet  up  I'd  say  -  somewhere  between  500  and  1000  feet  up  from  the  surface  street.  It 
was  along  the  

GM:      That  would  have  been  east  of  the  

DT:       South  of  the  highway  or  south  of  the  high-rise,  going  south  and  then  up.  We  were  just  about  at 
the  point  where  It  splits  and  says  go  to  the  Bayshore  to  the  right  and  the  Bay  Bridge  to  the  left; 
right  atx)ut  in  that  area. 

GM:      What  was  the  first  Indication  to  you,  sir,  that  something  was  wrong? 

DT:       Well,  It  felt  like  my  tires  had  bHown  out  especially  in  the  rear  end.  It  was  a  jolt,  but  I  don't  know 

whether  my  mind  was  saying  look,  it  can't  be  an  earthquake  and  just  dreading  that,  but  It  felt  like 
something  was  wrong  with  the  car  In  the  rear  end.  And  I  immediately  thought  that  maybe  my  tires 
had  blown  out. 

GM:      Can  you  describe  that  motion  of  your  car? 


-ORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS 


Page  290 


DT:  Sort  of  --  Well,  It  was  a  combination  of  lack  of  control  and  like  being  hit  from  the  bottom  or  dropping 
to  the  concrete.  If  s  hard  to  describe  that.  It  was  just  a  jolt.  The  car  at  that  point  -- 1  didnt  perceive  it 
to  be  moving  laterally  or  wiggling.  It  just  sort  of  felt  like  the  bottom  had  fallen. 


GM:      OK.  And  what  did  you  do  at  that  time? 


DT:       I  slowed  down  and  then  as  I  was  slowing  down,  sort  of  being  annoyed  that  my  tires  had  blown  out, 
then  I  started  to  lose  control  more.  It  sort  of  started  to  wiggle  a  little  bit  like  a  yaw  in  an  airplane. 
The  rear  end  came  loose  a  little  bit  and  then  the  front  end  came  loose,  but  you  know,  I  wasn't 
particularly  concerned  because  I  was  going  so  slowly.  And  then  there  was  a  big  jolt.  I  dont  know 
how  many  seconds,  but  probably  less  than  five.  It  seemed  to  be  a  substantial  thing.  That's  when  I 
thought  mayt)e  something  serious  was  wrong  with  the  back  of  my  car,  like  the  differential  had 
busted  or  something.  It  felt  like  the  car  had  been  kicked  from  underneath.  And  so  I  was  sort  of  in 
the  midst  of  not  having  much  steering,  but  at  the  same  time  slowing  down.  And  that's  when  I 
decided  to  pull  over  and  stop. 


GM:      What  did  the  other  cars  around  you  do? 


DT:       Well,  I  wasn't  paying  much  attention  to  them.  In  fact,  Mr.  »  *  *  *  after  I  was  sort  of  saying,  you 
know,  what's  going  on?  What's  going  on?  And  then  he  said,  "Don,  look  up  in  front  of  us."  And 
the  car  behind  me  had  slowed  to  a  stop  as  well.  I  noticed  that  in  my  rear  view  mirror  because 
whenever  I  stop,  I  try  to  check  to  see  who  is  going  to  hit  me.  But  the  car  in  front  of  us  about  1 0  car 
lengths  or  so  was  rocking  back  and  forth.  It  had  slowed  as  well  but  it  was  like  rocking  around  its 
longitudinal  axis,  you  know,  from  side  to  side.  And  the  bridge  seemed  to  be  moving  too,  although 
its  hard  in  my  mind  to  separate  the  two  because  I  dont  know  relative  to  my  motion  and  the  other 
car's  motion  and  the  txidge's  and  the  on-ramp's  motion  -  I  couldnt  tell  what  was  moving.  But 
everything  seemed  to  be  moving  at  least  perceptively. 

GM:  Did  your  car  make  any  contact  with  any  other  vehicle? 

DT:  No. 

GM:  And  how  about  contact  with  any  portion  of  the  bridge  or  any  other  object? 

DT:  No. 

GM:  And  you  and  Mr.  »  *  .  were  not  injured? 

DT:  No. 

GM:  And  where  were  you  when  you  first  became  aware  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed? 

DT:       I  actually  thought,  of  course,  it  was  an  earthquake.  But  it  looked  to  me  like  the  suspension  part 
was  OK  so  we  proceeded  on  to  the  bridge  and  towards  Verba  Buena  and  we  were  able  to  get, 
although  with  increasing  slowness,  all  the  way  into  the  tunnel  on  Verba  Buena  in  the  right  hand 
lane  before  we  were  stopped.  And  we  were  stopped  by  stopped  traffic  right  at  the  --  There's  a 
right  hand  exit  onto  Verba  Buena  Island.  So  right  at  that  point,  in  the  middle  of  the  tunnel,  we  had 
to  stop  because  of  the  traffic.  It  was  also  stopped  and  parked.  I  didnt  know  what  was  going  on.  I 
thought  maybe  somebody  had  had  a  wreck  or  just  an  accident  that  had  blocked  all  the  lanes.  But 
then  over  the  next  few  minutes,  we  became  aware  of  people  walking  back  towards  us  from  the 
other  parked  cars  that  were  in  front  of  us.  And  we  heard  some  talk  that  the  bridge  was  "broken", 
and  I  didn't  know  what  that  meant.  So  we  waited.  I  got  out  of  the  car  and  talked  to  a  few  people 
and  waited  for  a  few  minutes.  But  since  we  were  in  such  a  good  location  to  get  off,  we  decided  to 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

-80  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS             Page  29 

exit  to  the  right  and  Mr.  *  *  *  *  is  a  reserve  officer  so  we  knew  we  could  get  onto  Treasure  Island 
Base.  So  we  went  down  there  and  at  that  time,  we  began  to  hear  on  the  radio  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed  -  which  1  coukjnt  see  from  Treasure  Island.  You  know,  it  was  kind  of  around  the  bend. 
But  we  did  see  a  couple  of  things  like  the  Goodyear  blimp  was  diverted  from  Candlestick  over  the 
bridge  and  we  could  certainly  see  the  pillars  of  smoke  from  the  Marina  fire  and  then  there  was  a 
very  small  fire,  or  at  least  a  smoke  pillar,  you  could  see  from  Berkeley.  And  on  Treasure  Island, 
there  was  some  what  they  call  sandboils  from  the  earthquake  where  the  ground  sort  of  settles  and 
the  sand  is  ejected  through  little  holes  in  the  ground. 

GM: 

! 

How  long  after  the  earthquake  and  you  got  stopped  in  that  tunnel  was  it  that  you  were  able  to  get  ( 
off  onto  the  exit  onto  Yerba  Buena? 

DT: 

Well,  we  were  right  there  so  It  was  a  matter  of  our  choice.  In  fact,  we  were  kind  of  in  the  way  so  we 
just  decided  to  get  off.  But  we  could  have  done  it  almost  instantaneously.  All  we  had  to  do  was 
turn  the  wheel  a  little  bit  to  the  right  and  we  were  off.  It  was  virtually  our  choice.  I'd  say  that  by  the  < 
time  we  stopped  and  talked  to  a  few  people  and  then  decided  to  do  that,  it  was  five  minutes  or 
less. 

GM: 

Did  you  see  anyone  directing  traffic  on  the  bridge  or  on  the  island? 

DT: 

Yes.  Just  as  soon  as  you  get  off  onto  Yerba  Buena,  there  was  -  1  doni  know  which  service  he  was  i 
with,  but  there  was  an  officer  who  looked  like  a  police  officer  directing  people  to  either  go  around 
to  the  right  or  to  go  back  around  to  the  left. 

GM: 

And  how  was  he  directing  traffic?  Would  this  have  been  by  hand  signals?  | 

DT: 

Yes,  it  was  hand  signals.  He  looked  like  he  knew  what  he  was  doing,  so  evaybody  seemed  to  t>e 
paying  attention  to  him. 

GM: 

Did  you  hear  him  make  any  voice  commands? 

DT: 

1  did  not,  no. 

GM: 

OK.  Can  you  describe  his  uniform  to  me?  Color  and  

DT: 

It  seemed  to  be  dark  blue,  but  1  wasnl  paying  much  attention.  Like  one  of  those  heavy  cotton 
uniforms  that  --  dark  blue.  1  didnt  know,  and  1  didnt  really  care,  whether  he  was  a  Coast  Guard  or 
CHP  or  maybe  a  San  Francisco  policeman.  1  didnt  know. 

GM: 

And  where  was  he  located? 

DT: 

He  was  kind  of  a  heavy  set  guy.  1  mean,  he  looked  like  he  was  in  good  shape  but  he  certainly  [ 
looked  like  a  solid  citizen  to  everybody  else! 

GM: 

G 

Can  you  describe  maybe  his  height  or  how  tall  he  was? 

DT: 

0 

Oh,  he  didnl  seem  too  tall,  Maybe  5'9"  -  5'10"  -  something  like  that.  Whatever  he  was  doing,  he 

was  doing  a  good  job,  1  thought.  ^ 

GM: 

And  what  direction  did  he  direct  you?  pj 

DT: 

Well,  he  was  sort  of  leaving  it  to  our  choice  and  we  knew  which  way  we  wanted  to  go.  1  think  -  1  ^ 
think  we  went  around  to  the  right  which  takes  you  around  Yerba  Buena  and  then  you  get  back 
down  on  Treasure  Island  -  that  way. 

 — r 

f  V. 
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GM: 
DT; 
GM: 
DT: 


GM: 

DT: 

GM: 

DT: 
GM: 

DT: 
GM: 
DT: 
GM: 
DT: 
GM: 
DT: 
GM: 
DT: 
GM: 
DT: 
GM: 
DT: 


OK.  And  then  you  got  on  to  the  Treasure  Island  side? 
Right. 

Did  you  then  go  to  the  upper  deck  and  go  back  to  San  Francisco? 

Well,  we  waited  on  Treasure  Island  for  about  40  minutes  or  so.  In  fact,  we  drove  around  a  little  bit 
just  to  sort  of  get  our  bearings  and  you  know,  we  talked  to  a  few  of  the  sailors  down  there.  We 
went  by  the  enlisted  men's  club  to  use  the  bathroom  and  we  were  listening  to  our  car  radio 
because,  of  course,  the  other  radios  and  the  TVs  were  out  of  commission  on  the  island. 
And  then  about  40  minutes  later,  I  guess  it  was  slightly  before  six,  we  picked  up  a  guy  who  had 
been  on  one  of  the  buses  that  was  stopped  in  traffic.  So  there  was  then  three  of  us  and  we 
headed  back  up  and  went  back  to  the  City  and  dropped  him  off  in  the  Financial  District. 

Now  when  you  got  up  to  the  upper  deck  from  Treasure  Island,  did  you  see  anyone  up  there  on 
that  upper  deck  directing  traffic? 

No,  I  did  not  see  anybody.  At  that  time,  I  think  it  was  before  they  started  turning  a  lot  of  cars 
around  and  sending  people  that  way.  I  didnt  see  anyone  up  there. 

Did  you  see  any  vehicles  up  on  that  upper  deck  going  the  wrong  direction,  going  toward 
Oakland? 

No.  No.  I  would  have  noticed  that. 

OK.  All  right.  I  think  you've  answered  the  questions  I  need.  I'd  like  to  get  some  identifying  things 
about  you.  Your  first  name? 

Donald. 

And  your  middle  name? 

Duncan.  And  ..♦*•»..•»*•»••••. 
And  what  is  your  address? 
«•*»««««»*«««««**«*, 

And  your  home  phone  -- 1  have  that.  Business  phone  is? 
Yeah.  *  *  *  •  * 
415  Area? 
Right. 

And  do  you  know  your  driver's  license  number? 
I've  got  it  right  here  if  you  want  it. 
OK,  please. 

Sure.  It's  "R"  like  in  radar, »  •  •  •  . 
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GM:  And  your  date  of  birth? 

DT:  August  1 9,  1 941 .  That  8/1 9/41 . 

GM:  And  the  year  model  of  your  car? 

DT:  It's  an  '84  Volvo. 

GM:  Volvo  you  said? 

DT:  Yeah,  a  four-door  sedan. 

GM:  And  what  color  is  that? 

DT:  Black. 

GM:  And  do  you  know  its  license  plate  number? 

DT:  Yes,  I've  got  one  of  those  vanity  plates.  It  says  **.*******«*********  *1. 

GM:  Very  good,  Mr.  I  think  you've  answered  all  the  questions  I  had  for  you. 

DT:  Great. 

GM:  Thank  you  very  much. 

DT:  Good  luck  with  your  study.  Bye. 

GM:  Today's  date  is  Saturday,  December  2, 1989.  The  time  right  now  is  10:23  A.M.  I'm  Officer  George 
Morrill,  #7097.  This  will  be  the  conclusion  of  that  tape  recording. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-19,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  29,1989.  The  interview  was  started  at  0823  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that 
tape  recorded  interview. 

IDENTinCATION: 

GM:     Investigator  George  Morrill 
H  i '.  «•»**»* 

GM:      Today's  date  is  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  November,  1 989.  The  time  is  8:23  A.M.  I'm  talking  with 
•  I'm  George  Morrill,  #7097.  of  the  California  Highway  Patrol. 

GM:       Rocky,  is  that  your  true  first  name? 

RT:       Yes.  Actually  it  is  That  translates  to  Rocky 

William  Trujillo.  Thafs  how  I  legally  sign  my  name. 

GM:      OK.  And  what  is  your  address? 

RT:       My  address  right  now  is  Excuse  me  -- 1  get  that 

mixed  up  all  the  time.  I'll  be  moving  here  in  about  a  week's  time  to 

GM:  OK.  And  what  is  your  home  phone  number? 

RT:  .  .  *  .  . 

GM:  And  that's  area  code  41 5? 

RT:  That's  correct. 

GM:  And  let's  see,  I  phoned  you  at  ...  .    What  is  your  driver's  license  number? 

RT:  *«•**»» 

I    GM:  That  was  "N"  like  Nora? 

RT:  Yes. 

GM:  .  .  ,  ,  ,  And  your  date  of  birth? 

RT:  6/3/48. 

GM:  Were  you  a  driver  that  day?  You  were  driving  a  vehicle? 

RT:  Yes.  I  was. 

GM:  And  what  year  model  was  that  vehicle? 

RT:  '84  Laser.  Chrysler  Laser.  I  had  one  passenger  with  me. 

j  GM:  What  color  is  your  Laser? 

RT:  Brown. 
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GM:      And  do  you  know  it's  license  plate  number? 
PI".  ******* 

GM:      California  personalized? 
RT:  Right. 

GM:      As  well  as  tape  recording,  Rocque,  I'm  writing  the  responses  to  your  questions.  How  often  do  you 
use  the  Bay  Bridge? 

RT:       Every  day  -  for  work. 

GM:      And  what  were  the  traffic  conditions  on  the  evening  of  the  earthquake?  Would  you  describe  them 
as  light,  moderate  or  heavy? 

RT:       Oh,  they  weren't  heavy.  I  would  say  they  were  moderate.  There  wasnt  -  The  usual  back-up 
coming  on  the  approach  to  the  Bridge,  you  hit  there  around  Vermont  Street.  If  it's  heavy,  it's  all 
the  way  back  up  to  Army  Street.  They  were  lighter  ~  I  would  say  they  were  lighter  and  moving  very 
freely  at  the  time.  There  weren't  no  stalls  or  anything  else  on  it. 

GM:  OK.  What  was  the  spacing  between  vehicles?  How  far  Isetween  you  and  the  car  ahead  of  you? 

RT:  Oh,  I  would  say  30  feet. 

GM:  And  the  approximate  speeds? 

RT:  That  I  know  very  well.  It  was  about  55,  because  no  one  was  speeding. 

GM:  OK.  And  what  lane  were  you  driving  in,  Rocque? 

RT:  I  was  in  the  center  lane. 

GM:  We  number  the  lanes  from  left  to  right  so  that  would  be  #3  lane? 

RT:  Three  lane,  yeah. 

GM:  And  you  had  one  other  person  in  the  car  with  you? 

RT:  Yes. 

GM:  And  that  person  was  seated  in  what  location  in  the  car? 

RT:  Passenger  side. 

GM:  Right  front? 

RT:  Yes. 

GM:  And  what  is  that  person's  name? 


RT: 


****** 


********** 
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GM:  Do  you  know  how  old  Dennis  is? 

RT:  I  think  Dennis  is  --  Let's  see.  He  graduated  in  71 ;  that  would  put  him  about  35  -  36  years  old. 

GM:  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? 

RT:  He  lives  on 

GM:  ••••»»»»»9 

RT:  Yes.  Hold  on;  let's  see  if  I  got  his  number  here.  He  works  for  me  out  here.  C'mon  computer  - 
Come  on  up.  It's  The  phone  is  *  *  •  *  . 

GM:       ......  And  that's  415  also? 

RT:       Yes.  That's  his  home  number. 

GM:      And  that  was  ...**•***•*•_•.. 
f^'Y'  *<>•••..*••***. 

GM:      Vegas  Avenue,  excuse  me.  All  right.  Rocque,  where  were  you  when  the  earthquake  began. 
Can  you  give  me  a  distance  from  the  nearest  cross-street  or  some  identifiable  feature  of  the 
bridge? 

RT:       When  the  earthquake  --  OK.  When  you  come  off  on  the  Oakland  side,  you  got  the  Oakland-San 
Francisco  County  line  marker.  We  had  just  passed  that  and  were  on  the  downward  run  towards 
before  the  bend,  right  there  at  the  tower.  So  we  were  about  200  feet  from  the  break,  but  past  the 
county  line  marker. 

GM:      What  was  the  first  indication  to  you  that  something  was  wrong? 

RT:       Well,  the  first  indication  was  like  a  feeling  of  a  flat.  The,  you  know  -  Like  Dennis  said,  he  thought 
we  had  all  four  flats  or  the  transmission  dropped  out.  My  indication,  looking  up,  was  the  bridge 
moving  about  five  feet  to  the  left  hand  side.  You  could  actually  see  it  move.  You  could  see  the 
overhead  beams  twist  to  the  left.  Then  immediately,  you  know,  I  put  the  brakes  on  and  slowed 
down,  figuring  I  did  have  a  flat.  But  then  once  I  saw  the  bridge  move,  I  knew  we  didn't  have  that. 

GM:      Can  you  descrit>e  the  motion  of  your  vehicle? 

RT:  The  motion  of  the  vehicle  was  side-rocking;  side  to  side,  you  know,  like  you  sit  there  and  you  rock 
your  car  back  and  forth  to  the  side.  And  a  heavy  thumping  like  you  were  coming  up  and  down;  like 
you  were  going  across  potholes  and  hitting  hard  on  the  wheels. 

GM:      And  what  did  you  do  at  that  time? 

RT:  Well,  I  started  stowing  down  immediately,  because  it  felt  like  I  had  a  flat.  And  then  once  I  realized  it 
wasnt,  it  was  just  trying  to  keep  it  in  the  lanes  and  not  pull  out  of  the  lane.  And  I  just  slowed  down 
and  stopped. 

GM:      The  vehicles  that  were  around  you  at  that  particular  time,  what  did  they  do? 

RT:       Basically  the  same  thing.  No  one  was  doing  any  lane-changes  that  I  could  see.  Everyone  just 
came  off  and  came  to  a  grinding  stop.  But  everyone  pretty  well--  From  talking  with  other  people 
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there,  tney  all  felt  that  they  had  flat  tires. 

GM: 

Did  your  vehicle  made  contact  with  any  other  vehicle? 

H  I . 

iMone  wnaisoever. 

oM. 

Did  your  venicie  striKe  any  portion  ot  ine  uridge  r 

H  1  . 

NO,  It  dia  noi. 

GM: 

Were  you  or  your  passenger  injured? 

III. 

RT: 

No. 

GM: 

And  when  did  you  first  t)ecome  aware  that  the  structure  nad  taiien  f 

RT. 

1  could  see  it.  1  saw  it  come  down. 

GM. 

Can  you  describe  that  for  me? 

RT: 

It  came  down  like  a  swing  gate. 

GM: 

I've  seen  pictures  of  vehicles  down  in  the  collapsed  section.  Did  you  see  those  vehicles? 

RT: 

1  saw  the  t)us.  1  saw  some  of  the  -  Oh,  you  mean  the  two  cars  that  went  down? 

GM: 

Yes. 

RT. 

Yes,  1  did. 

GM: 

Can  you  describe  where  they  came  from? 

RT: 

Well,  the  one  that  1  saw  initially  there  was  the  one  that  came  down  going  westbound  in  that.  1  didnt 
see  the  other  car  that  came  down  from  the  upper  level,  that  drove  the  wrong  way,  because  at  that 
point  1  was  with  the  Highway  Patrolman  and  the  FBI  guy  trying  to  get  people  off.  There  was  a  i 
couple  of  vans  of  people  in  wheelchairs  we  were  trying  to  get  off  the  bridge  and  get  everyone  off  « 
the  bridge  because  of  an  aftershock.  1 

GM: 

OK.  Did  you  go  up  to  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge  after  you  got  out  of  your  car?  1 

RT: 

1  went  up  towards  it  to  start  getting  people  back  and  then  the  Highway  Patrolman  and  the  FBI  guy  ' 
said  let's  get  the  people  out  of  here,  so  1  turned  around  and  just  started  telling  people  to  leave  the 
keys  in  the  car  and  head  back  towards  the  island. 

GM: 

Did  you  see  anyone  in  the  cars  that  were  down  in  the  collapsed  section? 

RT: 

No,  1  didn't  get  that  close  to  see  if  the  people  were  still  in  there.  1  did  know  that  the  paramedic  unit 
came  up  from  behind  us  and  went  down  to  treat  these  people. 

GM. 

The  paramedics  that  you  saw  —  Were  they  on  foot?  f 

RT: 

They  were  on  foot  when  1  saw  them,  yeah. 

GM: 

G 

Do  you  know  where  their  vehicle  was? 
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RT:  Somewhere  behind  me. 

||  .     GM:  And  how  far  towards  San  Francisco  were  you  from  the  actual  collapse? 

RT:  Towards  San  Francisco? 

J       GM:  Yes. 

I       RT:  OK.  I  was  about  200  feet  from  the  collapse  towards  San  Francisco. 

I      GM:  Could  you  estimate  how  many  cars  in  your  lane  were  between  you  and  the  collapse? 

I      RT:  No.  I  really  didnt  take  that  good  a  look,  because  I  -  Maybe  30,  maybe  40  - 1  dont  know.  That  was 

I  one  thing  I  didn't  pay  much  attention  to. 

I      GM:  OK.  Now  Rocque,  if  you  could  just  -  In  your  own  words  --  Would  you  take  me  from  that  kx;atlon 

I  when  you  joined  up  with  whoever  at  the  collapsed  section  and  start  to  go  back  toward  Treasure 

I  Island  or  whatever  you  did.  Would  you  just  narrate  me  through  that? 

I      RT;  OK.  Well.  I  got  with  the  FBI  guy  because  I  saw  he  had  a  radio  and  he  pulled  his  FBI  badge  out.  I 

I  identified  myself  with  him.  He  tried  getting  hold  of  his  control  group  to  find  out  what  was  going  on 

I  and  to  notify  them  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 

I      GM:  Did  you  see  where  he  came  from? 

I     RT:  He  was  right  next  to  me,  a  couple  of  cars  away. 

I     GM:  To  your  left  or  to  your  right? 

I     RT:  My  right. 

I     GM:  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  a  car  he  came  from? 

I     RT:  A  sedan,  cream  colored.  He  also  had  another  guy  in  a  van  that  they  had  some  radio  equipment  in 

I  and  they  were  concerned  about  all  this  specialized  radio  equipment  they  had  with  them.  So  they 

I  didn't  want  to  leave  it  exposed  and  they  removed  certain  radios  and  locked  them  up  because  they 

I  were  special  van  radios. 

I    GM:  Did  it  appear  that  the  van  and  this  FBI  agent's  car,  that  these  people  were  traveling  together? 

I    RT:  No.  Well  yeah,  they  were  traveling  together.  They  knew  each  other. 

I    GM:  I  see. 

I    RT:  The  they  were  in  separate  vehicles. 

I    GM:  OK.  You  mentioned  that  there  was  a  Highway  Patrol  officer  there? 

RT:  Yes.  He  came  up  -  I  dont  remember  if  he  came  up  right  away.  I  think  his  badge  number  was  88.  I 

^  cani  remember  his  name.  He  was  a  young  guy,  about  28  years  old,  blond  hair,  about  5'7'  or  so. 

GM:  And  you're  sure  he  was  a  Highway  Patrol  Officer? 


.1 
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DT- 
PI  1  . 

ycdii,  iiiubi  uciiiiiiciy.  ric  wdo  un  a  rnoiorcycic. 

GM: 

He  was  on  a  motorcycle,  OK. 

RT: 

Yeah.  He  was  the  first  one  outside  the  FBI  guy  1  saw  and  until  we  saw  the  other  motorcycle  cop 

out  lie  up  Uldl  lUKJ  Uo  Idlt^i  lU  olcUl  yt^lUliy  pcUpiC  UclUt\  LU  11  loll  UcUo  al  lU  olcU  I  lUllllliy  llllliyo  cuuuiiu. 

GM: 

Now  when  the  CHP  motorcycle  officer  came  up,  were  you  still  near  the  collapse? 

DT- 
PI  1 . 

we  were  siiii  DoCK  up  wnere  we  were,  iiio  ciikj  iiic  roi  yuy.  we  oioiieu  yeiiiiiy  lu  ijeupie  lo  leave 
the  keys  in  their  cars  and  to  head  back  to  the  island  because  there  might  be  a  danger  of  an 
aftershock. 

GM: 

But  what  I'm  referring  to  -  Were  you  close  to  the  collapse,  where  your  car  was,  at  that  time  when 

ine  ^.^n"  wiiicei  yui  iiieie:  \j\  weie  yuu  aiieciuy  waiiMiiy  uaurv  luwcuu  

DT- 
PI  1 . 

1 

we  were  waiKing  dsck.  i 

VjIIVI. 

1 

it  H/^iAf  for  frr\m  i/r\i  ir  ^or  lAiAro  %//m              \/r\i  i  ris/^^ll? 

Muuui  now  icu  TroiTi  your  ccir  were  you  f  uu  yuu  i  eucui ; 

PT- 
PI  1 . 

vjn,  a  coupie  nunureu  leei. 

GM: 

So  the  CHP  Officer  on  the  motorcycle  was  very  close  to  the  collapsed  section  then? 

RT: 

Yeah.  He  went  up  to  see  what  went  on  up  there,  on  there.  He  went  down  that  way.  We,  you  know 

__  1  iHontifioH  m\/colf  9c  u/rtrlHnn  frtr  Pf^fLP  tho  camo  uiav/  1  iHontifioH  m\/colf  tn  thp  PRI  nii\/  unci  thon 
1  Kjeiiiiiieu  iiiyoeii  do  wuiiMiiy  lui  ■  ukxc,  iiie  odiiie  way  i  lueiiiiiicu  iiiyodi  ivj  iiic  nui  yuy,  aiiu  iiicii 

we  just  started  telling  people  to  leave  the  keys  in  their  cars  and  head  back  to  the  island,  to  get  off 
the  bridge. 

GM: 

Now  when  the  CHP  Officer  came  riding  through,  how  long  after  the  earthquake  in  time  would  this 
have  been? 

RT: 

1  think  about  ten  minutes,  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  at  the  most.  This  was  the  first  CHP  officer  that  1 

oaw.  vvc  oLcuic^  iiiuviiiy  pcU|jicj  Uaui\  diiu  wt;  wtJi    aiiiiUol  lu  lilt?  loiculu  wiitfii  diiuiiici  onn  wiiiuci 

came  by.  1  don't  know  -- 1  think  he  was  a  Sergeant.  This  guy  had  his  act  together.  Both  these  two 
guyo  iidu  [11611  dCi  iuy6iner . 

UilVl. 

1  nese  are  ine  onr  LTncers  you  re  laiKing  aooui.' 

RT- 
PI  1 . 

Tcaii,  uie  iwu  orir  vjiiiueio. 

GM: 

The  second  officer  that  you  say  you  think  was  a  Sergeant  --  Was  he  also  on  a  motorcycle? 

RT: 

Yes,  he  was.  He  was  the  man  that  came  up  and  said  that  they  wanted  everyone  to  get  back  in  their 
cars  and  start  turning  around.  They  were  going  to  go  back  across  the  San  Francisco  side,  to  the  n 
San  Francisco  side.  Yeah,  go  back.  1  asked  him  what  he  wanted  me  to  do.  1  identified  myself  to 
him.  And  he  says  well,  get  with  some  people  here  and  start  turning  them  around  and  put  them  in 
iiie  n  1  laiie  1  leaciii ly  uaCK.  oo  inere  was  me  aiiu  oorrie  oir ler  peopie  ir lere  iriai  we  juoi  yui 
together  and  we  just  started  turning  people  around  and  telling  them  to  drive  slowly  and  go  In  the 

lono  «/hi^h  u/ni  ilH  ho  tHo  rinhf  hanH  rir^inrt  har*l^  ff\  tho  r^it\t  Hi  it  loft  horiH  loov/inn  tHo  ^if\/ 

n  1  laiie,  wiiioii  wuulu  ue  uie  riyni  ridiiu  yuiiiy  uaui\  lu  iiie  \^iiy  uui  leu  iiaiiu  leaviiiy  iiie  Vyiiy. 

GM: 

Now  these  other  people  that  were  helping  you  direct  traffic,  were  they  military?  Were  they  civilian?  m 

RT: 

They  were  civilians  at  the  beginning.  There  were  --  That  was  at  --  As  we  started  this,  some  people  ^ 

1 
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came  up  from  the  government  island,  from  Treasure  Island.  Evidently  they  belonged  to  the  ship, 
The  Lang.  I  know  this  because  I  ran  into  some  of  them  later  that  night  when  they  brought  the 
Lang  over  to  the  PG&E  power  plant  and  pumped  steam  into  us.  They  came  up.  There  was  a 
Chief,  a  couple  Rrst  Class  and  then  one  officer  that  came  up  with  them.  First  there  was 
approximately  10  men  and  then  about  another  30  came  up.  What  we  did,  we  put  some  men  in 
each  of  the  lanes  to  stop  the  lane  traffic  and  we  put  men,  about  five  or  ten  men,  above  telling 
people  to  turn  around.  And  then  there  was  another  group  of  men  that  -  with  the  Chief  and  the 

officer  -  were  When  we  came  across  a  stalled  car,  we'd  pick  up  a  stalled  car  and  physically  move 

it  to  the  right  hand  side.  There  was  no  vehicles  up  there  at  that  time  to  move  anything  around  so 
to  get  them  out  of  the  way  so  we  could  move,  turn  the  buses  and  everything  else  around 
-  because  we'd  grab  the  cars  and  manhandle  them  to  one  side  or  the  other,  over  to  the  right  hand 
side  and  keep  the  left  hand  lane  free. 

GM:      Did  you  ever  make  it  back  to  Treasure  Island  or  Verba  Buena  Island? 

RT:       No.  I  never  got  back.  When  I  got  up  there,  there  was  a  few  people  that  were  turning  off  to  the 

island,  I  guess  to  pick  people  up  or  whatever.  But  I  went  directly  back  to  the  City  after  we  got  back 
to  my  car  and  we  got  turned  around. 

GM:       Did  you  see  anyone  directing  traffic  from  the  bridge  onto  the  island? 

RT:  Only  going  back.  There  were  a  few  cars  turning,  you  know  -  As  you're  coming  up  from  the  City, 
going  out,  you've  got  that  one  exit  off  to  the  left  hand  side  and  one  to  the  right  hand  side.  OK? 
The  left  hand  side  first,  and  then  on  the  other  side,  there's  like  a  service  area  around  the  other 
side  of  the  island  going  east.  OK.  Coming  back,  there  was  a  few  cars  turning  in  to  that  service  exit 
on  the  rightt  hand  side.  I  think  it  was  a  cab;  there  were  some  buses  or  whatever  or  something  of 
thiat  nature,  but  there  were  a  few  cars  going  in  to  Treasure  Island  there.  The  majority  of  the  cars 
were  going  east.  This  was  about  two  and  a  half  to  three  hours  after  the  earthquake  though. 

GM:      You  said  the  majority  of  the  cars  were  going  east.  Did  you  mean  west? 

RT:       I  meant  west  -  West,  excuse  me. 

GM:      Did  you  see  anyone  directing  that  traffic  into  that  service  area  that  you're  referring  to? 

RT:       Not  really  directing  traffic  into  it.  You  know,  there  was  Highway  Patrol  there  on  the  left  hand  side 
and  with  people,  you  know,  just  flashing  you  and  keep  moving.  They  were  trying  to  keep  the  right 
hand  lane  coming  out  of  the  City  free  for  tow  trucks  because  an  hour  prior  to  that,  the  first  tow 
trucks  and  the  Highway  Patrol  vehicles  showed  up  and  started  physically  moving  cars  out  of  the 
way. 

GM:      How  long  after  the  earthquake  was  It  that  you  got  completely  off  the  bridge  and  back  into  San 
Francisco? 

RT:       Oh,  I  showed  up  here  at  the  plant  around  8:30,  quarter  to  nine.  It  must  have  been  about  three 
hours,  approximately  three  hours.  Because  it  didnt  take  me  that  long  to  get  down  Fourth  Street 
and  ail  the  way  around  here  to  Hunters  Point. 

GM:      How  long  would  it  have  taken  you  from  the  time  the  earthquake  hit  until  you  got  off  the  bridge  in 
San  Frarrcisco? 

RT:       Oh,  from  where  I  was  to  get  off  the  bridge  itself? 

GM:  Yes. 
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RT:       About  three  to  five  minutes  max. 

GM;      No.  What  I'm  referring  to,  Rocque,  is  in  your  car  when  you  got  back  to  the  San  Francisco  side  on 
the  bridge  rather  than  at  work. 

RT:  Oh,  how  long  it  took  me  to  get  from  where  we  were  to  the  

GM:  Yeah.  From  the  time  of  the  earthquake.... 

RT:  To  Fourth  Street? 

GM:  Back  to  Fourth  Street  where  you  got  off  the  bridge  actually. 

RT:  Oh.  maybe  1 5  minutes.  Everyone  was  driving  fairly  slow. 

GM:  No,  from  the  time  of  the  earthquake. 

RT:  From  the  time  of  the  earthquake? 

GM:  Yes.  What  time  was  it  in  the  evening  when  you  got  off  the  bridge  at  Fourth  Street? 

RT:  Around  8  o'clock. 

GM:  8  o'clock,  OK.  So  it  was  roughly  three  hours. 

RT:  Three  hours,  yeah. 

GM:  OK.  Did  you  see  any  injured  persons  being  treated  by  anyone  up  on  the  bridge? 

RT:       The  only  thing  I  saw  was  the  paramedics  going  up  forwards  towards  the  t>reak.  And  I  saw  them 
going  up,  but  I  didn't  see  them  treating  any  of  the  people  because  I  Wcis,  you  know,  I  was  moving 
people  back  and  then  I  was  getting  people  -  helping  direct  traffic  to  get  people  off  the  bridge. 

GM:      As  a  pedestrian  after  the  earthquake  struck,  you  got  out  of  your  car  and  you  and  the  FBI  man  and 
then  you  started  escorting,  or  helping  people,  telling  them  to  go  back  toward  the  island  on  foot. 

RT:  Yeah. 

GM:  Did  you  yourself  ever  make  It  to  the  island  on  foot? 

RT:  No,  I  didnt. 

GM:  How  far  from  the  island  would  you  have  been  at  the  closest  point  to  the  island? 

RT:       Maybe  -  Well,  you  know  when  you  come  off  the  island  and  you  make  that  turn,  the  bend  right 
there? 

GM:  Yes. 

RT:      Well,  I  was  about  1 00  feet  from  the  bend  down  towards  the  break.  Because  we  were  just 

approaching  that  point  there  and  that's  where  we  ran  into  the  other  Highway  Patrolman  that  told  us 
to  get  everyone  back  into  their  cars  and  start  turning  them  around. 


■i' 
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GM:      And  that  was  the  second  CHP  motor  rider  that  you  saw?  The  one  that  you  thought  maybe  was  a 
Sergeant? 

RT:       Yes.  Because  at  that  point  people  were  asking  what  to  do,  how  to  (unintelligible) .  you  know. 

And  I  asked  him  what  he  wanted  me  to  do  specifically  and  he  told  me  to  just  start  -- 1  didnt  see  him 
or  the  other,  the  first  Highway  Patrolman,  or  the  FBI  guy  or  him  until  about  an  hour  later  after  that. 
Because  they  went  over  --  Well,  the  second  Highway  Patrolman  went  down  towards  the  break  and 
the  FBI  guy  went  over  towards  the  island.  And  then  later  I  saw  the  first  Highway  Patrolman  come 
up  as  other  Highway  Patrolman  came  on  the  scene. 

GM:      Then  eventually  it  was  your  turn  to  get  your  car  off  the  bridge  so  you  were  probably  one  of  the  last 
persons  to  get  your  car  off  the  bridge? 

RT:       Just  about,  yeah. 

GM:      So  you  never  did  have  to  utilize  the  upper  deck.  You  remained  on  the  lower  deck  driving  the 
wrong  direction  really? 

RT:       Yeah.  Totally  yeah. 

GM:      OK.  Rocque,  I  appreciate  the  infomiation  that  you've  given  me. 

RT:       Yeah,  because  by  the  time  I  got  off  everything  was  lower  deck  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  were 
bringing  tow  trucks  -  about  1 5  or  20  tow  trucks  -  on  the  lower  deck  when  I  got  off  the  bridge.  They 
were  all  in  a  convoy  coming  up  from  the  San  Francisco  side.  And  then  I  came  back  here  to  the 
power  plant  and  -  You  know,  the  people  that  you  might  be  able  to  talk  to  -  Well,  when  I  got  back  to 
the  power  plant  here,  we  had  a  problem  over  at  the  Potrero  plant  and  we  had  the  Navy  bring  over  a 
destroyer.  And  some  of  the  personnel  that  were  on  the  destroyer  were  some  of  the  Navy  men 
that  I  was  working  with  on  the  bridge.  They  were  up  in  the  U.S.S.  Lang  off  Treasure  Island.  So 
they  might  be  able  to  give  you  some  more  information.  They  were  on  the  bridge  longer  than  I  was. 

GM:      OK,  very  good.  I  appreciate  the  infomriation  you've  given  us,  Rocque. 

RT:       OK.  But  as  I  say,  those  first  two  Highway  Patrolmen  had  their  act  together.  Some  of  the  ones  that 
came  up  later,  they  --  They  weren't  exactly  too  cool  with  the  situation.  They  didnt  know  what  was 
going  on  that. 

GM:      When  you  say  they  had  their  act  together,  what  do  you  mean  by  that? 

RT:       They  were  very  calm.  They  tried  to  get  communications  down.  They  talked  to  people  and  they 
utilized  people  that  they  had.  The  second  Highway  Patrolman  specifically  probably  was 
authoritarian  in  his  tone.  The  (unintelligible)  was  very  clear  and  concise  and  he  was  calming. 
Some  of  the  other  Highway  Patrolmen  that  came  up  after  we  had  been  directing  traffic  and  trying 
to  get  the  rest  of  that  worked  out  were  coming  in  right  in  the  situation  and  changing  things  around 
from  what  we  had  moving  smoothly  off  and  turned  us  around  and  that.  And  I  asked  the  first 
Highway  Patrolman  point  blank  do  you  want  us  to  continue  what  we're  doing  or  turn  it  over  to  your 
people.  About  1 5  minutes  after  that,  the  rest  of  the  Highway  Patrolmen  disappeared. 

GM:      You  say  other  Highway  Patrolmen  came  up.  Were  they  in  automobiles  or  


RT:  Some  were  in  automobiles.  Some  were,  you  know,  on  motorcycles.  But  they  were  coming  up  -- 
We  were  turning  buses  around  and  they  would  come  up  right  behind  the  bus  and  block  the  bus 
off  whereas  we  told  them  to  move  out  of  the  way  until  we  got  the  bus  backed  out.  Or  they  would 
come  up  as  we  were  directing  traffic  and  start  taking  direction  of  the  traffic  away  from  what  we  had 
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set  up.  See,  we  were  directing  traffic  off  by  lanes;  calling  lane  numbers  out  and  moving  them  off 
by  lane  numbers.  And  then  after  we  got  some  more  room,  we  were  taking  whole  groups  off  one 
lane  or  making  them  make  U-tums  and  come  around. 

GM:      How  many  Highway  Patrol  Officers  would  you  say  that  you  saw  on  the  bridge?  I 

RT:       Oh,  initially  the  first  man.  Then  secondly,  the  second  Highway  Patrolman.  And  then  after  that, 
maybe  eight  to  ten  Highway  Patrolmen.  After  they  came  up  -  They  started  coming  up  with  their 
cars  to  push  some  of  the  cars  out  of  the  way.  And  some  more  that  came  up  behind.  But  I  think  no 
more  than  eight  to  ten  that  I  could  see.  But  then  again,  I  wasn't  really  paying  that  close  attention  to 
how  many  were  around.  I  was  more  intent  on  just  moving  cars  around  and  getting  people  out  of 
there. 

GM:      OK.  Well  once  again,  Rocque,  I  appreciate  the  information  you've  given  us.  And  thank  you  for 
calling. 

RT:      All  right.  Well,  if  there's  anything  else,  please  feel  free  to  call  back. 
GM:      OK.  I'll  do  that. 

RT:       If  I'm  not  here,  my  tape  recorder  will  be  on  and  I'll  return  messages  from  that  point. 
GM:      Thank  you  very  much. 
RT:       You're  welcome. 

GM:      That  was  a  phone  call  to  ******* .  Today's  date  is  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  November, 

1989.  The  time  right  now  is  10  minutes  to  9:00  A.M.  I'm  George  Morrill,  #7097,  and  this  will  be  the 
conclusion  of  that  tape  recorded  message. 


END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-20,  vvas  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

22,  1989.  The  interview  concluded  at  1315  hours.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape 
recorded  interview. 

IDENTinCATION: 

Investigator  Dennis  Turner 


DT: 
MW: 


DT:       OK.  At  the  time  you  found  out  about  the  dropping  of  the  top  deck  --  I'll  go  through  a  whole  series 
of  questions  in  just  a  moment  about  how  you  got  to  the  top  deck.  But  when  you  first  stopped  In 
the  traffic,  Jim,  now  I  assume  you  stopped  somewhere  close  to  the  tunnel. 

MW:  Uh,  OK,  yes. 

DT:  Right  at  that  area? 

MW:  Yes. 

DT:  Was  there  anybody  directing  traffic  or  any  police  officers,  Caltrans  -  Was  anything  there  right  then? 

MW:  When  I  first  stopped?  No. 

DT:  OK.  Now  the  next  --  I've  got  a  series  of  questions  for  you  that  has  to  do  with  how  you  got  turned 
around.  OK.  When  you  came  to  a  complete  stop,  you  were  in  what  location? 

MW:      Right  underneath  the  Treasure  Island  tunnel. 

DT:       In  the  tunnel? 

MW:      Yeah.  Right  next  to  the  exit  on  the  right  hand  side.  Facing  eastbound,  right  hand  side. 
DT:       So  how  did  you  get  off  the  bridge  and  on  to  the  island? 

MW:      How  did  I  get  off  the  bridge?  Like  I  said,  I  was  right  near  the  exit.  By  the  time  people  started  going 
off  of  the  bridge,  there  was  a  Caltrans  truck  there.  I  walked  up  to  the  Caltrans  truck  and  asked  the 
driver  are  they  going  to  open  the  bridge  and  he  said  no.  There  were  a  lot  of  people  shouting 
questions  at  him.  He  was  in  a  truck,  so  I  guess  that  told  me  that  they  were  going  to  route  people 
off  the  bridge.  Some  cars  were  slowly  moving  off  that  exit  and  so  I  waited  my  tum,  which  wasn't 
too  long,  and  got  off  that  exit  on  the  right  hand  side. 

DT:  OK.  You  exited  at  the  YBI  normal  exit? 

MW:  Not  normal  exit.  I  went  off  what  usually  people  use  to  come  on. 

DT:  OK.  You  went  off  the  on-ramp  then? 

MW:  Right. 

DT:  You  had  to  make  a  hard  U-turn  almost  to  get  off  it? 

MW:  Exactly.  A  real  hard  one,  exactly. 
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DT: 

How  long  after  the  earthquake  did  you  make  this  U-turn  to  get  off  the  freeway?  ^ 

MW: 

Gosh,  you  know,  time  is  kind  of  hazy  there.  I've  often  thougfit  that  1  would  -- 1  think  after  the  1 
earthquake,  maybe  15  minutes.  Because  1  remember,  you  know,  pulling  over  to  a  stop  and  1  was  1 
out  of  my  vehicle.  1  saw  the  people  running  off  the  bridge.  1  turned  the  radio  back  on,  you  know  - 1  1 

WaS  llSlcllliig  lO  lllc  Udll  yalilc  aiiu  lil6y  Welc,  yvJU  ISIIUW,  Idllvliiy  cUJUUl  olcu  liliy  pilullcio  alivJ  SUCH. 

In  Other  words,  they  didn't  know  what  was  going  on.  1  remember  thinking  that  to  myself  and  then  it  ^ 
was  a  couple  more  minutes  before,  you  know,  the  onesy-twosy  cars  started  going  out.  | 

DT: 

OK.  Once  you  went  off  that  on-ramp,  now  you're  down  to  an  area  like  a  flat  spot  there  and  youVe 

yUl  lUdUo  III  ocVclal  UIICVAIUIIo. 

MW. 

Higni. 

1 

U  1 . 

wnere  aiu  you  go  irom  mere  f 

MW. 

Higni. 

DT: 

You  went  right? 

MW: 

Yeah.  1  kind  of  circled  back  up  to  the  right.  1  think  that  1  could  have  either  gone  straight  or  down, 
what  1  would  have  considered  down  or  straight.  1  think  we  stayed  to  the  right.  By  this  time,  1  had 
piCKcQ  up  inree  passengers,  inree  women  wno  were  noi  yuirig  uauK  oui  uri  irie  urioye  lo  yei  imu 
their  van  pool.  Anyway,  1  believe  It  was  to  the  right.  And  1  believe  there  was  someone  directing 
xraiTic  uiai  way. 

DT: 

OK.  Can  you  describe  this  person  that  was  directing  traffic  that  way? 

MW: 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  It  was  a  civilian.  He  wore  a  tie,  a  white  shirt,  you  know  what  1  mean? 
1  nai  was  tne  nrst  person. 

U  1  . 

Mnu  H  Wos  a  wnrie  rnai6,  or  

MW. 

Yes.  wniie  maie,  curiy  nair,  aarK  curiy  nair.  it  i  remember  ngnt,  aenniteiy  not  an  autnority. 

U  1  . 

\jr\..  mixj  wnai  Kino  ot  aireciions  was  ne  giving  r  voice  commanos,  nana  signals,  or  

M  VV. 

nana  signals. 

DT: 

And  where  was  he  standing? 

MW: 

Again,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  probably  oh,  30-40  feet  away  from  the  exit  as  1  made  the  hard 
nyrii  diia  ao  \  was  curning  on,  pruuaDiy  uireciiy  in  iroru  ot  iti6. 

nT- 

vjr\.  Mna  ne  was  poiming  lo  your  ngm  r 

M\A/- 
IVlW. 

1  o  my  ngm.  ii  woukj  nave  ueen  nis  len,  lowaras  an  upwaru,  it  mai  maKes  any  sense  ai  aii. 

U 1 . 

oo  you  wenr  up  tnat  steep  niii  r 

MW: 

Yeah. 

HT- 
U  I . 

\jY\.  sjnce  you  reacnea  me  top  ot  tnai  sieep  niii  ~  oo  you  came  up  to  tne  upper  aecK  via  tne 
westbound  YBI  off  ramp? 

01: 


1'^ 


FORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENTS 


Page  306 


MT:  OK. 


DT:       Once  you  got  to  the  upper  deck,  did  you  see  anybody  else  directing  traffic? 

MW:      Yeah.  There  was  another  gentleman  just  before  the  top,  what  I  termed  the  entrance,  you  know 
the  place  that  I  got  on  the  top.  There  was  another  gentleman.  It  didnt  impress  me  at  the  time  that 
he  was  an  authority.  In  other  words,  I  don't  believe  -  although  I  could  be  wrong  -  I  don't  believe  he 
had  an  orange  suit  on.  It  didnt  impress  me  as  an  authority.  And  this  was  the  person  that  said  take 
a  right  at  the  top.  He  said  that  a  couple  of  different  times  -  'Take  a  right  at  the  top."  The  girls  that 
were  in  the  vehicle  with  me  were  very  emphatic  about  no.  he  must  be  wrong,  he  must  be  wrong. 
You  know,  because  they  came  from  out  on  the  bridge.  So  anyway,  we  did  go  that  way  anyway 
because  he  said  go  that  way  and  we  went  very  slowly.  But  that  person  did  give  verbal  signals,  and 
again  it  didn't  impress  me  at  the  time  that  that  was  an  official. 

DT:       Can  you  describe  how  that  person  was  dressed? 


MW:      Unfortunately  no. 


DT:       Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  a  Caucasian  or  Negro  or  Mexican  or  

MW:      I  believe  he  was  a  Caucasian.  I  really  cant  give  you  too  much  more  than  that. 

DT:       OK.  Once  you  got  to  the  upper  deck,  you  proceed  toward  Oakland  and  could  you  go  through 
that  scenario  for  me  -  what  happened  up  there? 

MW:      We  went  towards  Oakland.  Again,  the  girls  made  some  protests  and  we  came  to  a  compromise  of 
going  very  slowly.  We  did  so  and  the  next  thing  I  can  recall  vividly  is  seeing  the  piece  missing  and 
getting  a  big  lump  in  my  throat  and  turning  around  very  slowly  and  carefully  and  flashing  my  lights, 
waving  to  the  other  people  that  were  dribbling,  you  know  --  Only  a  few  cars  went  that  way.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  the  two  cars  in  front  of  me,  even  though  the  gentleman  said  take  a  right  at  the 
top.  took  a  left  and  headed  right  back  for  San  Francisco.  So  not  everyone  was  following  that 
directions,  or  possibly  the  gentleman  was  not  saying  that  to  every  car  ~  I  dont  know.  But 
anyway  

DT:       OK.  As  you  proceeded  on  the  upper  deck  toward  Oakland  and  you  said  the  female  passengers 
were  against  the  idea  and  so  you  compromised  by  going  slow  -  What  would  you  estimate  your 
speed  at? 

MW:      I'd  say  35  miles  an  hour.  But  that's  strictly  an  estimate.  If  s  hard  to  judge  because  there  was  no  one 
around  me  and  I  though  I  was  going  slow,  so  ~  I'll  say  30  -  35. 

DT:       OK.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  seeing  the  opening  as  you  were  coming  up  there  at  35  MPH? 

MW:      Yes.  I  would  have  to  say  so,  because  I  didnt  see  It  right  away.  The  girls  all  hemmed  and  hawed 
like  "Oh  my  goodness!",  you  know,  and  that's  when  I  really  saw  it.  I  have  to  think  that  if  they 
wouldnt  have  sighed  and  they  wouldnt  have  warned  me,  I  would  have  been  going  much  faster 
and  I  probably  would  have  had  a  problem  seeing  it. 

DT:       Do  you  happen  to  know  who  the  three  female  passengers  are  that  you  picked  up? 

MW:      No,  I  do  not.  I  let  them  off  at  Fremont.  They  were  three  Asian  ladies.  That's  about  all  I  can  tell  you. 
I  cant  even  recall  their  first  names. 
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DT:       And  you  dropped  them  off  at  Fremont? 
MW:  Um-hum. 

DT:       OK.  Our  concem  -  What  we're  trying  to  locate  is  what  the  traffic  pattern  was  and  how  it  got  sent  up 
there.  We're  investigating  --  One  of  the  main  things  we're  investigating  is  that  red  car  that  went 
into  the  opening.  When  you  approached  the  opening,  there  was  no  car  in  there  at  that  point? 

MW:      No,  there  certainly  was  not.  There  was  no  one  video  taping  or  -- 1  was  there  obviously  before 
them. 

DT:       That's  what  we're  trying  to      OK.  So  you  had  a  person  down  at  the  lower  level  directing  you  to 

the  right  to  go  up  the  hill.  And  there  was  another  one  at  the  top  telling  you  to  go  right  and  go  back 
to  Oakland? 

MW:  Yeah. 

DT:       If  you  saw  these  gentleman  again,  or  saw  a  picture  of  somebody,  do  you  think  you  would 
recognize  them  as  being  the  people  who  were  doing  the  traffic  direction? 

MW:      It's  possible. 

DT:       OK.  We're  still  trying  to  find  these  two  people. 
MW:      It's  possible. 

DT:       All  right,  sir.  If  we  have  any  further  questions,  what" s  the  most  convenient  time  to  reach  you? 
MW:      Any  old  time.  I  have  an  answering  machines  at  both  locations. 

DT:  All  right,  sir.  If  we  have  to  get  a  hold  of  you  again,  it's  going  to  be  probably  at  least  sometime  in  the 
middle  or  early  part  of  December  unless  we  put  this  package  together.  And  we'll  get  a  hold  of  you 
then  if  we  have  any  more  questions. 

MW:      That's  good  enough. 

DT:       Theuik  you  very  much,  sir. 

MW:      Absolutely.  Bye-bye. 

DT:  Bye. 

DT:       This  was  a  tape  with  •  *****  *  on  November  22, 1989  at  1:15. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-21,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  on  November  14,  1989.  The 

interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1800  hours  at  319  Lenox  Avenue,  Oakland,  California.  The 
following  is  an  edited  transcription  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTIFICATION: 

BE:      Investigator  Bill  Esmay 
HH:     Investigator  Harold  Haupt 


BE :      This  is  Officer  Bill  Esmay  and  along  with  me  is  Officer  Harold  Haupt  and  we're  in  the  home  of  Mr. 

California,  and  Mr.  »  *  •  •  ■,  you're  aware  that  this  is  going  to  be  tape 

recorded,  is  that  correct? 
JW:      Yes,  that's  fine. 

BE :      O.  K.  Will  you  spell  your  last  name  for  me,  Jim? 

BE:      O.  K.  What  I  would  like  to  do  is  have  you  tell  your  story  to  us  basically  in  a  nan'ative  form  which  as  I 
said  you've  probably  already  done  many  times  cind  then  at  the  end  of  that,  we'll  just  ask  you  some 
specific  questions  on  some  things  that,  hopefully,  you  can  answer  for  us.  O.  K.?  Go  right  ahead. 

JW:      Having  told  it  so  many  times,  I'm  going  to  give  you  an  abbreviated  version  and  let  you  ask 
questions  about  whatever  details  you  find  most  interesting. 

BE:      That's  fine. 

JW:      At  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  I  was  coming  onto  the  central  freeway  on  the  8th  Street  entrance. 

After  the  earthquake,  I  continued  on  the  central  freeway  onto  the  bridge  Itself,  traffic  came  to  a  halt 
when  I  was  in  the  tunnel  on  the  Island.  Nobody  knew  what  had  happened  other  than  that  there 
had  been  an  earthquake  and  everything  was  stopped.  After  about  ten  minutes  or  so,  a  CHP 
vehicle  came  down  the  center  lane  and  cleared  an  aisle  for  itself,  continued  through  and  went  out 
of  sight.  About  the  same  time,  some  pedestrians  began  to  come  back  toward  San  Francisco 
walking  backward  and  one  or  two  motorcycles  came  down  through  the  lanes  heading  back  toward 
San  Francisco.  The....uh,  got  some  radio  but  nobody  knew  anything  about  the  bridge.  All  we 
knew  is  the  world  series  was  disrupted  and  we  heard  rumors  that  range  from  there  had  been  an 
accident  to  the  bridge  had  collapsed  without  any  qualifications,  to  the  approaches  had  collapsed, 
or  that  there  had  been  some  problem  at  the  toll  plaza.  We  heard  that  but  nobody  knew  what  was 
going  on  and  nobody  had  clear  information.  After  about.. now  it  would  be  about  fifteen  minutes 
into  the  stoppage,  traffic  began  to  funnel  onto  the  Island,  this  would  be  the  exit  on  the  lower  side 
which  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  Island  on  the  lower  deck  onto  Treasure  Island. 

BE:      O.  K. 

JW:      Took  us  about  five  or  so  minutes  cause  we  were  quite  close  to  it  to  get  off.  We  got  off,  there  was  a 
crowd  of  people  standing  there,  what  looked  to  be  perhaps  a  bus  had  emptied.  There  was  some 
sort  of  person  that  looked  to  be  in  charge.  I  dont  recall  if  it  was  an  officer  or  a  bus  driver  or 
uniformed  personnel  from  the  Coast  Guard.  I  do  recall  it  had  the  look  of  authority.  He  was  directing 
people  up  to  the  upper  deck  to  go  backward  on  the  exrt  off  of  the  upper  deck. 
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BE:      O.  K.  This  person,  do  you  recall,  uh,  what  type  of  uniform?  You  mentioned  a  uniform  that  you  saw 
he  was  wearing  or  

JW:      I  don't  think  it  was  anything  lil<e  an  officer,  an  officer  in  the  military  or  a  OH P  officer. 
BE:      Dm,  hum. 

JW:  Anita's  recollection  is  that  it  is  a  bus  driver  and  I  cant  disagree  with  that.  That  sounds  about  right. 
Uh,  there  was  somebody  that  had  a  position  of  authority  but  it  was  not  in,  it  did  not  have  flares  or 
did  not  have  that  presence. 

BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      Again,  I  don't  remember  the  uniform  specifically.  I  remember  it  was  dark  in  color  but  that  doesn't 
help  me  much.  It  tells  me  it  wasn't  a  sailor.  So  one  by  one,  cars  were  going  up  to  the  upper  deck. 
Maybe  half  of  the  cars  were  doing  that.  The  other  half  were  staying  on  the  Island.  They  were 
refusing  to  go  back  up  to  the  bridge. 

BE:      How  were  they  getting  onto  the  upper  deck? 

JW:     When  you  come  off  of  the  lower  deck  on  the  east  side  there,  it  would  be  to  the  right  side  of  the 
bridge,  past  the  Island  on  the  east  side,  uh,  all  you  can  do  is  take  a  U-tum.  A  U-turn  continues 
turning  to  the  right  and  it  takes  you  right  up  onto  the  upper  deck  which  is  normally  the  left-hand  exit 
on  the  east  side  from  the  upper  deck.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Island. 

BE:      I  see,  O.  K.,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Island? 

JW:      On  the  east  side  of  the  Island.  I 
HH:      That  would  be  the  off  ramp  to  YBI ;  the  upper  deck,  is  that  correct? 
JW:      That's  right.  On  the  south  side  of  the  bridge. 
BE:      On  the  south  side  of  the  bridge,  O.  K. 

JW:  That's  right.  The  fact  that  there  are  two  exits,  one  for  the  upper  deck  and  one  for  the  lower  deck 
that  come  down  to  a  stop  sign.  What  we  did  is  simply  kept  turning  to  the  right  and  it  just  took  you 
right  up  to  the  upper  deck. 

BE:      Right  up  to  the  upper  deck,  O.  K. 

JW:      When  we  got  to  the  upper  deck,  there  was  no  one  there  directing  traffic  or  any  other  way, 
controlling  what  was  going  on. 

BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      I  saw  one  or  two  cars  head  toward  San  Francisco  to  correct  their  action  so  to  speak.  I  went  all  the 
way  across  the  bridge  and  stopped,  then  Anita  and  I  conferred  on  what  we  should  do.  Which 
direction  we  should  go.  Having  heard  there  were  accidents  and  that  there  was  some  problem  with 
the  toll  plaza,  I  suggested  we  go  that  direction  to  lend  what  help  we  could  cause  I  got  advanced 
first  aid  and  rescue  equipment. 


BE: 


Um,  hum. 
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JW:      And  tools  and  so  forth  in  the  truck,  and  then  we  would  also  be  close  to  Oakland.  Eventually,  we'd 
just  abandon  the  truck  probably  in  case  it  buckled  in  the  approaches  if  there  had  been  liquefaction 
action  and  just  walk  home. 

BE:      Urn,  hum. 

JW:      So,  we  headed  eastbound  in  the  far  right-hand  lane  in  the  south  most  southerly  lane,  along  the 
rail,  flashers  and  brights  on,  creeping  along. 

BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      Uh,  five  or  six,  perhaps  as  many  as  ten,  no  more  than  that,  cars  came  at  us  from  the  east  at  a  fairly 
slow  rale  of  speed.  That  led  me  to  think  that  indeed  there  had  been  an  accident  and  cars  were 
now  starting  to  get  around  some  sort  of  massive  accident  on  one  side  of  it.  I  realized  later,  they  had 
gone  easterly  as  well,  seen  the  break,  turned  around  and  come  back. 

BE:      O.  K.  Say  again,  how  many  cars  was  this? 


JW:      Some  place  between  five  and  ten. 

I BE:      Five  and  ten?  O.  K. 
JW:      More  than  a  couple,  but  not  very  many.  They  signaled  to  us  but  it  was  incoherent  what  they  were 
signalling.  So  we  continued  eastbound  along  the  right  rail,  the  southerly  rail.  The  red  car,  as  I  think 
of  it,  came  from  behind  us  at  a  fairly  high  rate  of  speed,  moved  over  one  lane  to  the  left,  passed  us 
I  and  then  got  back  in  front  of  us  and  then  accelerated.  At  about  the  same  time  that  it  got  In  front  of 

^  me  and  began  to  accelerate,  I  saw  some  sort  of  break  in  the  pavement.  I  distinctly  recall  saying  to 

Anita,  watch  out  for  breaks  or  cracks  in  the  pavement  and  I  pulled  off  of  the  gas  at  that  point  and 
I  that's  when  the  car  disappeared.  It  disappeared  into  the  hole  at  a  fairly  high  rate  of  speed.  I  dont 

think  it  ever  hit  the  brakes.  I  did,  stopped.  It  hit  the  far  side,  continued  up  the  ramp  and  then  the 
front  wheels.... 

BE:      When  you  say  the  ramp,  you're  talking  about  the  portion  of  the  freeway  that  had  fallen  I  take  It? 

JW:      That's  right.  What  was  the  upper  deck,  on  about  a  45  degree  angle,  and  she  apparently  had 

enough  speed  when  she  hit  that  she  continued  to  move  right  up  the  ramp  and  the  front  wheels 
caught. 

BE:     Jim,  how  fast  were  you  going  when  she  passed  you?  Do  you  have  any  idea? 

JW:      My  guess-ti-mate  to  that  is  20  miles  an  hour  or  less.  Anita's  recollection  is  faster  than  that.  I  dont 
know  if  that's  the  difference  between  the  driver  and  the  passenger  or  what. 

BE:      O.  K.,  and  how  about  the  vehicle  that  passed  you,  is  there  anyway  that  you  could,  uh,  take  an 
estimate  on  how  fast  that  vehicle  was  going? 

JW:      It  was  certainly  going  faster  than  20;  I  doni  know  that  it  was  going  twice  as  fast.  It  was  accelerating 
away  from  me. 


BE: 


Um,  hum. 


JW; 


So  what  it  did,  it's  terminal  speed,  I  doni  know. 


BE: 


All  right. 
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JW:      It  was  certainly  going  faster  than  I  was.  It  hit  with  a  fair  amount  of  force. 
BE:      How  many  years  have  you  been  driving,  Jim? 
JW:      Since  I  was  1 6,  so  16  years. 

BE:     All  right.  Have  you  had  any,  uh,  opportunities  during  that  time  to  do  any  speed  estimates  to  get  an 
idea  of....  look  at  cars  and  get  an  idea  how  fast  they're  going. 

JW:  No  more  than  the  average  person. 

BE:  O.  K. 

JW:  Although  I  do  know  in  that  particular  situation  I  was  watching  my  speedometer  then  going  fairly 
slowly. 

BE:  And  you  had  on,  as  I  understand,  your  four-way  flashers?  Is  that  correct? 

JW:  That's  correct. 

BE:  How  about  your  headlights? 

JW:  To  my  recollection,  I  also  had  the  brights  on. 

BE:  Had  those  on  also. 

JW:  Although  I  think  I  later  turned  them  off  because  I  didnt  want  to  run  down  the  battery. 

BE:      Um,  um.  Now  you  said  you  saw  from  five  to  ten  cars  coming  toward  you.  Do  you  recall  anybody 
else  in  your  vicinity  when  you  got  to  the  upper  deck  that  also  went  eastbound  with  you? 

JW:      No.  But  effectively  we  came  up  one  at  a  time  and  each  made  our  own  decision  so  by  the  time  I 
would  make  my  decision,  I  dont  know  what  the  next  Ccir  behind  me  did. 

BE:     All  right,  did  you  pass  any  vehicles  that  were  stopped  up  there  on  the  upper  deck?  Do  you  recall 
that? 

JW:     There  may  have  been  a  car  on  the  far  side  of  the  bridge,  on  the  northem  edge  of  the  bridge  across 
from  the  entrance.  I  have  a  recollection  of  a  car  being  over  there  but  I  dont  know  if  it  had  come  up 
from  the  other  side  or  where  it  came  from.  I  do  recall  one  there.  I  don't  remember  any  other  parked 
vehicles  until  we  got  near  the  break  itself  where  the  Oklahoma  couple  had  their  van. 

BE:      All  right.  Did  the  vehicle  that  passed  you  in  that  area,  do  you  recall  any  other  vehicles  in  your 

vicinity  either  at  the  time  you  got  on  the  upper  deck  or  at  the  time  that  you  approached  the  break  in 
the  bridge,  going  eastbound  with  you  other  than  the  ones  you've  already  mentioned? 

JW:  No.  No,  I  felt  alone  actually  until  she  passed  me. 

BE:  I  see.  Now  when  you  got  to  the  upper  deck  you  said  you  saw  no  one  directing  traffic? 

JW:  Up  there,  that's  right. 

BE:  About  how  many  minutes  would  you  say  after  the  quake  was  it  that  you  got  to  the  upper  deck? 
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JW:      I  would  guess  about  a  half  hour  but  that's  a  very  rough  guess. 

BE :      Possibly  a  half  hour.  Down  on  the  lower  deck  you  say  that  you  saw  this  person  in  a  uniform 

possibly  a  bus  driver,  you  say  it  was  a  dark  uniform,  did  you....  once  on  the  lower  deck  there  while 
you  were  stopping  traffic,  did  you  hear  anybody  over  a  PA  system  talking  or  did  you  see  anytxxjy 
directing  traffic  off  the  on-ramps  or  off  the  off  ramps  on  lower  deck? 

JW:      No,  the  only  thing...  the  only  loud  speaker  I  recall  hearing  was  from  the  CHP  radio  car  that  came 
down  before  we  were  directed  onto  the  Island  Itself. 

BE:      That  vehicle  stayed  on  the  lower  deck  as  far  as,  to  your  knowledge? 

JW:      I  never  saw  it  on  the  Island  or  on  the  upper  deck. 

BE:      O.  K.  What  was  he  saying  over  the  PA  system?  Do  you  recall? 

JW:      Just  clearing  a  lane  for  himself;  telling  people  to  move  to  the  left,  move  to  the  right,  keep  moving, 
get  out  of  the  way,  things  like  that. 

BE:      I  see. 

JW:      Trying  to  clear  a  lane. 

BE:      All  right.  Now  as  you  approach  this  break  in  the  bridge,  what  was  It      We'll  stop  for  a  minute 

(phone  rings).  Do  you  want  to  get  that?  No  problem. 

O.  K.     We're  back  on  the  tape  recorder  and  we'll  ask  again.  What  I  was  going  to  ask  you  before  that,  Jim, 

was,  before  you  approached  the  break  in  the  bridge  what  was  it  the  first  thing  that  you  noticed 

that  told  you  that  there  was  something  wrong  there  as  far  as  the  break  itself? 

JW:      The  horizon  line. 

BE:      The  horizon  line? 

JW:      I  run  white-water  rivers.  I'm  a  guide.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  train  other  guides  and  it's  just  instinctive 
for  a  guide  when  you  see  something  that  goes  all  the  way  across  your  line  of  vision  horizontally, 
that's  a  problem. 

BE:      I  see. 

JW:      So  it  was  an  instinctive  thing. ..  thaf  s  a  rapid,  Its  a  waterfall,  it's  a  something.  It  ain't  suppose  to  be 
there. 

BE :      Now  as  far  as  your  line  of  sight,  do  you  think  this  would  have  been  something  that  the  nonnal 
person  without  your  experience  in  the  rapids,  etc.  would  have  noticed? 

JW:      I  don't  think  that  did  it.  That  might  have  made  my  reaction  to  it  a  little  quicker  perhaps  but  rather  I 
think  I  probably  saw  It  because  I  was  higher.  The  bigger  truck  puts  me  quite  a  bit  higher  than  this 
little  car  had  in  terms  of  the  line  of  sight. 

BE:     O.  K.  How  far  would  you  say  you  were  from  the  break  when  you  noticed  that  It  was  in  fact  a  break? 

JW:      I  cant  give  you  an  estimate  on  that.  What  I  was  absolutely  certain  it  was  a  break  was  when  I  saw  her 
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disappear. 

BE:      Urn,  hum.  Do  you  have  any  idea  how  far  behind  her  you  were  at  that  time? 

JW:      I  cam  give  an  estimate.  50  feet;  75  feet.  Closer  I  think.  I  can't  be  sure.  I've  seen  the  video  so  I 

have  to  tell  you  that  it  colors  my  memory  a  lot  but  that  I  also  consider  that  the  video  makes  it  appear 
that  you're  a  good  deal  closer  to  the  edge  than  my  memory  would  lead  me  to  believe. 

BE;      Again,  as  you  approached,  I'm  trying  to  make  this  clear  but  you  said  you  saw  a  horizontal  line  that 
went  all  the  way  across  first,  then  you  noticed  the  break,  was...  did  the  other  side  appear  any 
higher,  uh,  or  you  could  just  tell  there  was  a  definite  break  in  it  as  you  approached? 

JW:      Well,  the  first  thing  you  see  is  the  horizon  line.  That  tells  you  something  is  amiss.  That's  when  I 
come  off  the  gas.  Uh,  and  then  you  can,  as  you  come  up  on  it,  how  do  I  explain  this,  if  the  break 
occurred  at  a  place  where  the  bridge  starts  to  dip  down,  starts  the  incline. 

BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      Mostly  flat  there  but  you  are  coming  to  an  incline  which  tends  to  obscure  your  vision  a  little  bit.  The 
advantage  of  height  is  diminished  somewhat  and  within  that  fraction  of  a  second  after  I  see  the 
horizon  line  come  off,  she  plunges  in. 

BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      Disappears.  Those  events...  realizing  it's  a  break  or  a  gap  or  something  serious  wrong.  It's  not  just 
a  crack  in  the  bridge. 

BE:  No. 

JW:      It's  not  just  a  break  in  the  pavement  or  disruption  where  the  pavement  has  perhaps  buckled  up 
there's  going  to  be  a  bump.  It's  more  serious  than  that.  It's  about  simultaneous  with  her  going  in. 

BE:      I  see. 

JW:      And  that's  when  you  hit ....  the  brakes. 

I 

BE:      You  mentioned  earlier  that  you  saw  some  people,  they  were  trying  to  signal  you  but  you,  the  were 
kind  of  indistinguishable.  You  couldn't  tell  what  these  people  meant.  What  types  of  things  were 
they  doing?  Did  you  notice  specifically? 

JW:  Waving.  j 

BE:  Just  waving?  Honking  the  horns  or  anything? 

JW:  I  don't  recall  anybody  honking  their  horn,  no. 

BE:  Flashing  of  lights? 

JW:  No,  that  I  would  have  noticed.  j 

BE:      And  you  say  again,  there  were  about  five  or  ten  vehicles  that  came  back  that  direction  but  you 
don't  recall  anybody  else  other  than  yourself.  One  car  that  was  possibly  parked,  the  people 
apparently  from  Oklahoma  that  were  there,  yourself,  and  then  the  red  car  that  passed  you? 


I 
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JW:      That's  right.  Now  later  other  cars  would  have  appeared. 
BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      But  my  attention  was  focused  to  the  far  side.  A  camera  showed  up  later;  somebody  from  one  of 
the  T.  V.  stations. 

BE:      Did  you  stay  at  the  scene  there  for  quite  some  time? 

JW:      Just  a  half  hour  or  forty-five  minutes.  Long  enough  to  be  sure  that  the  ....  got  the  Coast  Guard 

helicopter  in,  that  had  landed  on  the  far  side.  That  had  provided  rescue.  There  was  an  EMT  on  the 
far  side  to  take  care  of  first  aid  and  the  trucks  had  arrived.  The  Caltrans,  two  or  three  of  those 
arrived  at  the  same  time  as  the  Coast  Guard  helicopter  landed.  So  they  had  the  site  pretty  well 
secured  then. 

BE:      All  right.  Do  you  recall  how  they  got  the  vehicle  out  its  precarious  position  there?  Did  the  tow 
drivers  do  that? 

JW:      Yeah,  they  hooked  up  a  line  to  the  chassis  and  just  wrenched  it  out  of  there  before  they  got 
anytHDdy  out. 

BE:      Remember  how  they  hooked  us  up?  Did  you  watch  them  at  all  do  this? 

JW:      I  watched  them  start  to  hook  it  up.  My  recollection  is  they  hooked  it  up  toward  the  rear  of  the 

vehicle.  Not  so  much  toward  the  front.  Uh,  it  was  odd  because  nobody  hooked  them  up  to  the 
front.  But  I  can't  say  that  I've  watched  that  many.  I  didn't  pay  particular  attention  because  at  the 
same  time  I  was  also...  It  would  appear  that  the  far  side  was  going  to  be  taken  care  of.  There  was  an 
EMT  over  there  with  a  stethoscope,  uh,  he  was  taking  care  of  the  passenger  in  that  car.  Doing  the 
usual  things,  keeping  him  calm,  keeping  him  in  the  car,  doing  all  of  that.  Uh,  I  was  paying  attention 
to  the  lower  deck  where  it  looked  like  there  had  also  been  a  couple  of  vehicle  that  had  smashed 
up. 

BE:      Um,  hum. 

JW:      See  if  there  was  any  help  that  I  could  lend  down  there  but  that  side  appeared  to  have  been  cleared 
out  already. 

BE:      All  righty.  Anything  else?  I  cant  think  of  anything  else.  Harold  have  you  got  anything  that  you 
want  to....? 

HH:  Uh,  I  can't  think  of  anything  else. 

HH:  What  type  of  vehicle  were  you  driving  that  day? 

JW:  A  Toyota  pickup. 

HH:  A  Toyota  pickup? 

JW:  Yes. 


HH:  4X4? 


I  JW: 


No. 
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HH:     Just  a  two-wheel  drive. 
JW:  Yeah. 

HH:      When  you  were  on  the  lower  deck,  did  anybody  direct  you  off  the  lower  deck  or  were  you  just 
following  other  people  off? 

JW:      I  know  I  was  following  other  people  off  whether  I  was  also  being  directed  I  dont  remember.  There 
were  a  lot  of  folks  standing  around  at  that  point,  o.  k.? 

HH:      O.  K.  The  people  that  walked  back  toward  your  direction  when  you  were  in  the  stopped  traffic,  did 
they,  did  you  hear  any  conversation  from  them  at  all? 

JW:     That's  where  we're  getting  these  rumors  that  'the  bridge  has  collapsed"  that  there  had  been  an 
accident,  that  people  were  hurt,  uh,  somebody  mentioned  something  about  the  approaches  or 
the  toll  plaza  being  buckled.  So  we  heard  all  these  different  things.  I  have  to  confess  the 
strangest  things  that  we  couldnt  get  many  people  to  tell  us  what  was  going  on.  Most  of  the  folks 
were  walking  back  and  they  wouldn't  talk.  The  folks  on  the  motorcycles  for  instance,  we  couldnt 
get  them  to  stop  and  tell  us  what  was  happening.  They  just  rode  off  and  they  were  saying  things 
like  "forget  it."  Like  "go  back". 


BE:      Urn,  hum. 

JW:      As  a  Bay  Bridge  commuter,  I  know  what  it's  like  to  be  stuck  on  that  bridge  for  a  long  time  so  you 
didnl  know  if  it  was  bad  or  what  was  going  on.  I  was  paying  more  attention  to  the  radio. 

HH:      When  you  did  work  yourself  off,  on  the  YBI  on-ramp  for  eastbound,  and  you  mentioned  you  see 

someone  that  is  in  authoritative  situation,  some  type  of  uniform,  whether  It  be  a  bus  driver  or  

did  he  say  anything  to  you? 

JW:      We  had  a  conversation,  very  brief  one.  He  was  directing  traffic  basically,  uh,  and  directing  people 
toward  the  upper  deck.  I  dont  think  I  would  have  thought  of  that  if  I  hadn't  had  somebody  pointing 
the  way.  Again,  whether  I  was  following  other  cars  or  not,  I  dont  know.  Uh,  I  pulled  over  and 
offered  rides  thinking  we  were  going  to  go  back  to  San  Francisco.  "I've  got  a  truck,  anybody  wants 
to  jump  in  the  back,  I'll  take  you  to  San  Francisco."  One  person  took  me  up  on  that  offer.  A  black 
female.  Uh,  then  we  got  to  the  upper  deck  and  we  discussed  what  do  we  want  to  do.  No,  I  would 
rather  go  back  to  San  Francisco,  I'll  hitch  a  ride  with  somebody  else,  thanks.  She  went  on  and  did 
that.  But  I  had  a  conversation  with  a  fellow  who  was  directing,  cause  I  yelled  to  him,  "I've  got  a  truck, 
I'll  take  anybody,"  and  he  turned  around  and  yelled  at  the  crowd,  "any  taker  on  that?"  He  relayed 
the  offer. 

HH:      Did  he  just  point  you  up  to  the  upper  deck  or  did  you  give  directions  to  go  up  there  or..? 

JW:      I  wish  that  I  had  a  clear  recollection  on  how  it  was  that  I  came  to  be  pointed  up  that  way.  I  really 

dont.  Uh,  although  it  was  reasonably  self-evident  because  I  did  not  stop  as  I  came  off  the  off  ramp 
from  the  eastbound  direction  and  made  the  right  turn  to  go  to  the  upper  deck.  I  had  made  that  full 
turn  without  stopping  and  only  as  I  got  half  way  up  was  past  the  guy  directing  traffic  eind  getting 
close  to  be  coming  onto  the  upper  deck,  did  I  stop  and  say  hey,  wait  a  minute,  I  could  offer  rides  to 
people  and  get  them  out  of  here.  So  it  was  a  fairly  swift  thing,  it  was  not  something  we  had  to 
confer  about.  It  was  self-evident  that  that's  what  you  were  supposed  to  do,  was  go  to  the  upper 
deck. 


BE: 


Can  you  describe  what  he  looked  like?  I  realize  that  you  have  trouble  with  the  uniform,  but  how 
about  his  face  or  height,  weight,  anything  like  that? 
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JW:      No  clear  recollection. 

BE:      O.  K.  You  dont  know  whether  he  was  dark  complexioned,  light  complexioned...? 
JW:      He  was  Caucasian,  but  more  than  that  I  really  cant  give  you. 
BE:      O.  K. 

JW:      I  doni  want  to  taint  my  testimony  for  you  but  I  want  to  ask  you  a  whole  bunch  of  questions  before 
we're  done. 

BE:  Sure. 

JW:      Like  do  you  know  who  this  guy  was? 

BE:      Let  me  ask  just  a  few  more  questions  here  that  I  got  that  theyYe  asking  about  the  earthquake  and 
the  structure  itself?  Let's  see,  you've  answered  most  of  this.  Let  me  go  over  this.  You  had  one 
other  person  in  your  car? 

JW:  That's  right. 

BE:  And,  was  Anita  her  name? 

JW:  She's  lives  in  Guam. 

■BE:  Is  her  address  and  phone  number  on  this  statement? 

JW:  No,  I  doni  think  so. 

BE:  Can  we  have  that? 

JW:  Yeah,  that's  a  copy  I  made  for  you.  I  did  excise  the  personal  handwritten  comments  are  on  the 
edge  to  me,  not  to  you. 

BE:      0.  K.  Sure.  All  right. 

JW:      Other  than  that,  yeah,  that's  hers. 

BE:      What  is  her  address? 

JW:      Give  me  a  second  arxj  I'll  go  find  it. 

BE:      Sure,  no  problem.  O.  K.,  we're  back  on  the  tape  here  and  we've  just  gotten  Anita's  address  and 
phone  numt)er.  How  old  is  Anita? 

JW:  31. 

BE:      0.  K.,  do  you  recall  specifically  where  you  were  when  the  earthquake  began? 

BE:      Where  were  you  at? 

I!  JW:      I  had  taken  the  left  tum  off  of  8lh  Street  onto  the  on-ramp  at  8th  Street.  And  I  remember  it  very 
clearly  cause  that  thing  swerved  and  as  I  was  taking  that  turn  I  felt  like  I  had  hit  a  patch  of  oil  or 
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something.  Got  half  way  up  that  ramp,  realized  that  it  was  an  earthquake,  and  then  backed  back 
down  off  of  that  ramp  in  a  big  hurry. 

BE: 

0.  K.,  what  was  the  first  indication  that  you  realized  that  something  was  wrong?  You  mentioned 
the  slip? 

o  vv. 

Thp  Qlin  thst  rli/in*t  fppi  likp  a  <ilin   It  Huint  fppi  likp  1  hmi  \c\Rt  pnntrni  nr  ^wprvpri  nr  fiQhtAilprl 

backend,  it  was  just  wrong.  1  kept  going  up  and  1  felt  the  shocks  moving.  1  knew  that  1  wasnt  on 

rni  inh  r\9v/amont  1  moan  that'c  nonrl  nQv/omont  rifiht  thprp 
luuyii  pdvdiic^iii,  1  iiicctii  iiiaio  yuvAJ  |Javdnc7iii  iiyiiL  iiicic 

BE: 

What  was  the  motion  of  your  vehicle  when  you  felt  it? 

JW: 

Just  like  two  people  took  a  hold  of  each  side  of  the  bed  of  the  truck  and  were  rocking  it  back  and 

lUrxii.  nouMi  ly. 

BE: 

Rocking,  what  did  you  do  then?  Did  you  brake,  steer,  change  lanes,  or  do  anything? 

JW: 

1  stopped,  uh,  told  Anita  that  it  was  an  earthquake.  She  said  no  she  thought  it  was  a  flat  tire  or 

oUlilcUllliy  cloc.  1  odHJ  inJ  11  o  all  cell  11  H^Udlsc.  wii,  iiicii  1  luiiicu  cuuuiiu.  iviauc  ouic  uicic  wdo  iiu 

one  behind  me  and  backed  down  that  thing  in  a  big  hurry  cause  1  did  not  want  to  be  on  that 

appr odoii  wnicii  iookcu  lo  mc       a  iiuic  ouiiurcit;  uiiuyc  uuiiiiy  uic  aciiuuo  ecu u ii^ucikc. 

BE: 

Did  you  notice  any  other  vehicles  around  you?  What  they  did? 

JW- 

Nn  thPTP  U/9Q  nnhrvh/  pIcp  nn  thp  nn-ramn  u/hiph  i<%  v/prv  nHH  3t  R  n'HoHc   It  wj)^  pmntv  whiph  1^ 

really  peculiar.  But  there  was  no  one  else  around  so  1  backed  down  so  1  could  see  what  was 

Honf^pninn  nn  fnr\ 

iiappciiiiiy  on  lup. 

DC 

T  ou  OKjn  1 1 1  lajvc  any  coniaCi  wnn  any  oiner  venicies 

iw- 

u  vv. 

Nn 

DC 

AnH  HiH  wmi  ctri^p  onw  rwtinn  nf  thp  hrirlnp  nr  onw  nthpr  nhipr*t  nr  ctriiptiirp^ 
Ml  nj  UHJ  yuu  oil  inss  au  ly  jjwi  iiui  i  ui  ii  ic  m  luyc  ui  ai  ly  uii  ici  uujcv^i  ui  ou  uuiui  c ; 

iw- 

«j  vv. 

Nn 

RC- 
DC. 

MRQ  were  you  or  any  oi  your  passengers,  or  your  posseriyer,  iiijurcu  in  cuiy  wayr 

I\A/- 
d  W. 

Mn 

BE: 

Did  you  notice  any  motion  in  any  of  the  structure? 

JW: 

1  did  notice  that  there  is  a  sign,  a  big  green  freeway  sign  on  a  central  pillar  right  above  the  8th  Street 
entrance  and,  uh,  that  1  saw  going  back  and  forth.  Just  like  a  palm  tree  swaying  in  the  wind. 

BE: 

When  did  you  first  become  aware  that  the  structure  on  the  bridge  itself  had  fallen?  Was  it  when 
you  actually  goi  lo  inai  upper  cecK  pomon  r 

JW: 

That's  right;  that's  when  1  saw  it. 

BE: 

0.  K.  So,  you  hadn't  talked  to  anybody  and  nobody  had  said  anything  to  you  about  the  bridge 
having  failed  or  fallen  or  collapsed? 
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JW:      We  had  heard  these,  what  I  took  to  be  rumors,  all  kinds  of  things  happening  from  accidents  to 

approaches  collapsing,  to  the  quote,  "the  bridge  has  collapsed".  I  do  remember  somebody  saying 
that,  "the  bridge  has  collapsed";  which  I  discounted  as  (Unintelligible). 

BE:      But  the  only  person  you  remember  directing  any  traffic  was  this  person  down  on  YBI? 

JW:      That's  right.  Notxxjy  on  the  upper  deck  at  all. 

BE:      All  right.  Harold,  anything  else? 

HH:      Do  you  recall  what  time  the  accident  actually  occurred? 

JW:      Do  I  remember  the  time?  I  guess  it  was  about  5:30  but  I'm  trying  to  reconstruct  it  from  knowing 

where  I  was  when  it  happened  at  5  o'clock,  coming  onto  the  bridge  and  getting  stopped  and  about 
how  much  time  was  I  stuck  there.  Then  gauging  it  also  by  when  did  I  finally  come  back  off  of  the 
bridge  which  was  sometime  shortly  after  6  o'clock.  6:15  perhaps.  Because  I  know  my  girlfriend's 
office  is  right  at  the  exit,  the  first  exit  right  there  and  I  got  to  that  by  about  6:30  but  she  had  gone 
already.  So  I'm  guess-ti-mating  about  half  hour.  Cant  get  it  down  much  tighter  than  that. 

HH:      O.  K.  and  you  were  in  the  tunnel,  you  were  stopped.  This  may  have  already  been  answered,  I'm 
just  trying  to  clarify  it.  You  were  stopped  for  approximately  how  long  in  the  tunnel? 

JW:      Taking  it  from  the  time  I  was  stopped  until  I  finally  got  on  to  YBI,  that  was  probably  about  20 
minutes. 

HH:      20  minutes? 

JW:      Yeah,  it  was  long  enough  to  chat  about  it,  to  get  out,  to  walk  over  to  the  far  side  of  the  bridge,  the 
CHP  came  through  and  to  get  back  in  the  truck  as  things  started  to  go,  which  happened  a  lot  faster 
than  I  expected.  I  expected  we  were  going  to  be  there  for  awhile. 

HH:      O.  K.,  and  the  CHP  car  or  unit  that  you're  referring  to  was  a  car  and  not  a  motorcycle? 

JW:      Yeah,  no  not  a  motorcycle,  a  car. 

HH:      Did  you  see  any  CHP  motorcycles  go  by? 

JW:      I  dont  recall  seeing  any.  I  dont  recall  seeing  any  motorcycle  units  but  I  was  over  in  the  far  right  lane 
of  the  lower  deck  in  the  bridge,  about  oh,  ten  car  lengths  perhaps  fewer  from  that  exit  on  the  east 
side.  And  Anita  was  on  my  right  so  most  of  my  attention  was  directed  away  from  traffic.  So  one 
could  have  gone  by  down  the  lane  and  I  wouldn't  have  seen  it. 

HH:      O.  K.  where  you  were  stopped,  you  were  stopped  west  of  the  on-ramp  that  you  used  to  get  off,  or 
were  you  stopped  east  of  the  on-ramp? 

JW:      Off  ramp. 

HH:      You  used  an  off  ramp? 

B  E :      You  used  the  off  ramp? 

JW:      That's  right.  We  used  an  off  ramp  on  the  lower  deck  and  then  used  another  off  ramp  from  the 
upper  deck. 
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BE:  That's  right.  I  understood  it  the  first  time. 

JW:  We  were  in  the  tunnel  itself  but  we  were  slightly  to  the  west  of  that. 

BE:  The  only  other  thing  that  I  have  is  going  back  to  when  the  car  passed  you? 

JW:  Yeah. 

X 

BE:  Did  you  notice  how  many  people  were  in  that  red  car  that  passed  you? 

JW:  A  driver  and  a  passenger. 

BE:  Did  you  notice  what  the  driver  looked  like?  i 

'■'5- 

JW:  No. 

J' 

BE:      How  about  the  passenger?  ,| 

f 

JW:      Uh,  he  was  a  guy;  I  dont  remember  what  he  looked  like. 

BE :      He  was  definitely  a  male  though  in  the  passenger  seat?  ^ 
JW:  Yes. 
BE:      O.  K. 

JW:      I  didn't  (unintelligible)  she  was  (unintelligible)  below.  I  cant  see  in  somebody's  car  from  the  truck. 
BE:      I  can't  think  of  anything  else. 
JW:     Can  I  ask  some  questions  now? 
BE:  Sure. 

J W:     You're  the  only  guys  that  I've  been  able  to  find  out  that  know  anything  about .... 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 
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W-22,  •  •  •  •  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell  on  December  1,  1989.  The 

interview  began  at  0915  hours  and  was  conducted  at  695  27th  Street,  Oakland,  California.  The  following  is 
an  edited  transcript  of  that  tape  recorded  interview.  The  following  persons  were  present. 

IDENTinCATION: 

SM:     Investigator  Sally  Mitchell 
JM:     Investigator  Jim  Mengle 
RW: 

SM:      This  is  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell.  Today's  date  is  December  1 , 1989.  The  time  is  9:15.  I'm 

speaking  with  ,,..•»..♦.!  employed  by  •  ♦  .  Ambulance  Company.  Also  present  is 
Jim  Mengle. 

SM:      Did  you  guys  respond  to  the  Bay  Bridge  after  the  earthquake  happened,  or  were  you  on  the  Bay 
Bridge  when  it  actually  happened? 

RW:  We  were  on  the  bridge  when  it  actually  happened. 

SM:  OK.  What  direction  were  you  traveling  on  the  bridge? 

RW:  We  were  going  towards  Oakland. 

SM:  From  San  Francisco  towards  Oakland? 

RW:  Um-hum. 

SM:  And  that's  on  the  lower  deck? 

RW:  Yes. 

SM:  How  often  do  you  travel  this  route,  or  were  you  just  returning  from  a  call? 

RW:  We  were  just  returning  from  a  transport  to  San  Francisco. 

SM:  What  were  the  traffic  conditions  like? 

RW:  Oh.  it  was  pretty  packed  but  everything  was  moving.  There  was  no  stop  and  go.  It  was  steadily 
flowing. 

SM :  About  what  speed  do  you  think  traffic  was  flowing? 

RW:  At  about  55  -  60  miles  per  hour. 

SM:  Do  you  recall  which  lane  you  were  driving  in? 

RW:  We  were  in  number  3  lane. 

SM :  And  about  how  fast? 

RW:  At  about  65  -  60  miles  an  hour. 

SM:  OK.  So  the  number  3  lane  -  You  were  just  In  the  second  lane  ft-om  the  right? 
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RW:      One  -  two  -  three;  that  one.  Yeah,  it  was  -  the  second  from  the  right. 
Si\^:      And  how  many  people  were  in  the  ambulance  all  together? 
RW:  Four. 

SM:      Did  you  have  a  patient  you  were  transporting? 

RW:      No,  we  didnt.  We  took  a  cardiac  patient  to  San  Francisco  with  a  ride-along  nurse  from  Alta  Bates, 
so  we  were  bringing  her  back. 

SM:      OK.  So  who  all  was  in  the  car  then  besides  yourself,  or  the  ambulance  besides  yourself? 

RW:      There  was  me,  my  pcirtner  *  *  •  *  *     his  trainee  •  »  .  .  »  » and  the  nurse  ride-along  from 
Alta  Bates. 

SM :  Do  you  recall  what  her  name  is? 

RW:  No,  I  dont. 

JM:  Who  was  driving? 

RW: 

SM:  Where  were  you  ~  Approximately  where  were  you  on  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  started? 
Do  you  recall? 

RW:  I'm  not  sure  how  far  it  was  but  we  were  behind  that  crack. 

SM:  OK.  So  you  were  west  of  the  crack? 

RW:  Yes.  We  couldn't  cross  the  bridge  because  of  the  crack. 

SM:  So  you  were  between  San  Francisco  and  the  crack? 

RW:  Yes. 

JM:  When  the  earthquake  started,  were  you  on  the  west  side  of  the  Yerba  Buena  Tunnel,  or  in  the 
tunnel,  or  can  you  recall  that? 

RW:      Well,  what  happened  was  we  were  going  towards  the  bridge  and  as  we  started  going  toward  the 
tunnel,  we  noticed  there  were  no  lights.  But  we  didn't  think  anything  and  our  dispatcher  was 
asking  was  everything  all  right.  We  had  no  idea  there  was  an  earthquake.  We  thought  it  was 
because  of  our  patient  was  a  cardiac  patient  and  so  we  said  yeah,  everything  was  all  right  and 
everything  is  cool.  We  got  on  the  bridge  and  after  about  two  or  three  minutes,  the  bridge  just  - 
-  Everything  stopped  and  people  started  screaming  and  running  towards  us. 

SM:      OK.  So  you  were  in  the  tunnel  then;  in  the  tunnel  towards  the  island? 

RW:      I  guess.  As  it  actually  happened,  because  that's  when  we  found  this  

SM:      OK.  What  was  your  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong?  The  lights  were  out,  or  did  you  feel 
anything? 
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RW:      Actually,  we  didnt  think  anything  was  wrong  until  the  traffic  stopped  and  people  started  to  get  out 
of  their  cars.  And  then  they  got  out  of  their  cars  and  started  running  toward  us  screaming. 

SM:  So  you  didnt  feel  any  kind  of  movennent?  Nothing? 

RW:  Nope.  Never  felt  the  earthquake. 

SM:  OK.  So  then  Bruce  had  to  bring  the  ambulance  to  a  stop  because  the  traffic  stopped? 

RW:  Right. 

SM:  Did  people  come  back  telling  you  there  was  an  earthquake?  Or  what  were  the  people  

RW:      They  were  telling  us  that  the  bridge  collapsed,  so  we  didn't  know  had  it  just  collapsed  or  was  it 
steady  collapsing  or  was  it  just  one  portion  collapsed.  We  didn't  know  anything. 

SM:      Were  these  people  driving  back  the  wrong  way  toward  you,  or  were  they  ail  out  of  their  cars 
running  back  towards  you? 

RW:  They  got  out  of  their  cars  and  ran  back. 

JM:  Were  you  in  the  tunnel  at  that  point,  or  out  of  the  tunnel? 

RW:  No,  on  the  bridge.  On  the  bridge. 

JM:  And  that  would  be  east  of  the  tunnel? 

RW:  Right.  We  had  gone  through  the  tunnel  and  we  were  on  the  bridge. 

JM:  OK.  About  how  far  east  of  where  the  tunnel  ends  were  you,  do  you  think,  on  the  span? 

RW:      Well,  it  was  far  enough  that  I  could  see  the  crack  and  partial,  part  of  the  tunnel  at  the  same  time.  So 
it  was  like  almost  midline  maybe.  We  had  just  came  through  the  tunnel  though.  We  could  still  see 
the  tunnel. 

SM:      OK.  But  you  could  see  the  portion  of  the  bridge  that  had  collapsed? 
RW:      Right.  Looked  far  enough  and  you  could  see  It. 

SM:      OK.  And  tell  me  what  happened  after  that  point  when  people  came  running  back  to  you.  Why 
don't  you  just  describe  what  you  did  and  the  sequence  of  events  that  happened  after  that. 

RW:      Well,  the  first  thing  we  thought  was  what  was  going  on.  Had  the  bridge  collapsed  or  was  it,  you 
know,  steadily  just  dropping  piece  by  piece?  Were  we  in  danger?  And  then  we  talked  -  Well,  we 
didn't  really  talk  but  we  kind  of  looked  at  each  other  and  said  do  you  want  to  go  or  do  you  want  to 
stay  and  we  all  chose  to  stay.  So  Bruce  got  on  the  radio  and  said  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 
And  after  that,  they  wanted  to  verify  had  it  collapsed  and  we  said  yeah.  Five  minutes  later,  a  Coast 
Guard  came  up  and  he  started  up  with  some  equipment  to  see  if  he  could  help  anyone,  but  she 
said  there  was  no  one  up  there  when  we  got  there.  Except  there  were  two  cars  that  had  came 
from  the  upper  deck.  And  I  got  on  the  intercom  and  told  everyone  to  get  off  the  bridge  because  I 
didn't  know  whether  It  was  steadily  collapsing  or  not. 

^    SM:      OK.  Where  did  the  Coast  Guard  -  Was  It  in  a  car  or  how  did  the  Coast  Guard  
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RW: 

In  a  helicopter.  A  chopper  came  by. 

SM: 

How  did  it  --  Did  it  land  on  the  top  deck,  or  how  did  it  contact  you? 

RW: 

She  was  hovering  from  the  side.  1  stood  on  the  edge  of  the  bridge  and  just,  you  know,  waving 
and  just  kept  going.  Because  we  had  turned  on  our  lights  so  1  guess  that's  how  they  identified  us. 

SM: 

Were  they  at>le  to  communicate  anything  to  you  via  loud  speaker? 

RW: 

No.  They  didn't  say  anything. 

SM: 

Then  did  you  go  up  to  the  point  where  the  structure  had  fallen  on  the  bottom  deck  of  the  bridge? 

RW: 

Yeah.  1  did.  Bruce  was  already  up  there  for  about  maybe  ten  minutes,  up  there.  He  had  gone,  he 
was  up  there,  and  his  assistant  Mike  Towns,  his  trainee,  started  up  there.  They  must  have  gone 
up  with  the  nurse  and  1  stayed  at  the  ambulance.  1  cleared  the  ambulance  and  1  went  up  there  also 
to  see  if  there  was  any  help  needed.  1  took  the  gurney  and  everything. 

SM: 

When  you  say  you  cleared  the  ambulance,  what  does  that  mean? 

RW: 

1  kx^ed  it  up  and  just  went  up  there.  1  left  it  by  itself. 

SM: 

OK.  So  Bruce,  the  nurse  and  Mike  all  walked  up  to  that  point.  You  stayed  with  the  ambulance 
until  you  got  it  all  secured? 

RW: 

1 

Right. 

SM: 

And  then  you  took  the  gurney  and  walked  up  to  where  it  was? 

RW: 

Yeah. 

SM: 

OK.  What  did  you  see  when  you  got  up  there? 

RW: 

1 

1  saw  that  the  upper  deck  had  came  down  and  hit  the  lower  deck  and  had  cracked  it  in  half.  And 
there  were  two  cars  there  that  had  came  from  the  upper  deck. 

SM: 

Did  you  guys  check  out  the  people  in  the  cars? 

RW: 

Actually,  I've  only  -  1  met  two  of  them.  1  guess  there  was  one  in  each  car  -  I'm  not  sure.  And  they 
came  to  us  and  they  said  that  they  were  in  a  car  and  the  next  thing  you  know,  they  were  gone. 
They  walked  back  to  the  island. 

SM: 

What  did  these  people  look  like?  Can  you  describe  them?  j 

RW: 

One  was  a  male,  atx>ut  6  foot  one  or  two.  And  he  had  black  hair  and  a  mustache.  And  the  other 
one  was  a  female,  the  one  that  was  in  the  red  car. 

SM: 

OK.  Lefs  go  with  the  man.  Black  or  white?  , 

1 

RW: 

He  was  white,  Caucasian. 

SM: 

OK.  About  how  old? 

1 
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RW:  Oh,  maybe  in  his  thirties;  lower  thirties. 

SM:  Did  he  appear  injured,  or  did  he  say  he  was  injured  in  any  way? 

RW:  No,  he  didn't. 

SM :  Did  he  ask  for  any  assistance? 

RW;  For  the  lady  he  did. 

SM:  OK.  And  how  about  the  lady?  Can  you  give  me  more  of  a  description  on  her? 

RW:      She  was  at)out  mayt)e  five  six,  five  seven,  and  she  had  long,  brown  hair.  And  I  know  she  was 

wearing  jeans  and  maybe  a  sweater.  And  she  said  she  had  back  pain  and  they  wanted  us  to  push 
her  on  a  gu-ney  all  the  way  back  to  the  island,  which  we  couldn't  do,  because  we  couldn't  get  the 
rest  of  the  people  on  the  bridge  -  patients  -  so  

SM :      Did  you  ask  her  to  stand  by  or  

RW:      Yes,  we  did.  But  they  were They  didnt  want  to. 

SM:      So  they  just  walked  back  toward  Yerba  Buena  Island? 

RW:  Yeah. 

SM:      Did  she  have  any  outward  injuries?  Any  bleeding,  any  

RW:  No. 

SM:      OK;  just  complaint  of  back  pain?  OK.  How  did  you  get  off  the  bridge  and  back  onto  the  island?  Or 
after  you  checked  everybody  out  there  at  the  collapsed  portion  and  you  determined  there  wasn't 
anytxxJy  else  that  was  injured  -  Then  what  happened? 

RW:      We  talked  with  the  CHP  and  CaJtrans  officials  and  they  had  everyone  turn  around  in  the  place  that 
they  were  and  just  drive  off  the  back  end,  go  off  at  the  island  and  get  to  the  freeway  that  way. 

SM:      OK.  So  they  drove  back  to  the  island,  then  got  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  took  the  upper  deck 
back,  going  west  toward  San  Francisco?  Is  that  what  you  did? 

RW:      Yeah.  We  went  back  to  the  island  and  we  went  down  and  then  back  up  on  the  freeway.  I  guess 
that's  how  it  was. 

SM:      So  you  went  back  to  San  Francisco? 

RW:  Yeah. 

SM :      OK  It  must  have  been  on  the  upper  deck  then?   They  didn't  have  you  going  the  wrong  way 


then? 


RW: 


No. 


RW: 


SM: 


You  mean  towards  which  way  to  go? 


Did  you  see  anyone  directing  traffic  on  the  bridge  or  the  island? 
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SM:  Um-hum. 
RW:  Yeah. 

SM:      OK.  Who  did  you  see? 

RW:      I  think  it  was  Navy  people,  Coast  Guard  people.  I'm  quite  sure  it  was  because  they  made  everyone 
stop  and  -  It  wasnt  the  CHP.  The  CHP  and  Caftrans  were  on  the  bridge  directing  people,  you 
know,  to  turn  around.  And  they  were  down  there  directing  traffic. 

SM:      They  were  down  on  the  island  itself  directing  traffic? 

RW:      Not  CHP  -  The  Coast  Guard  people  were. 

SM:      And  this  is  after  the  earthquake  had  happened? 

RW:  Right. 

SM:      And  after  the  portion  of  the  bridge  had  already  collapsed? 

RW:      I'd  say  atx)ut  1 5  or  20  minutes  afterwards.  | 

i 

SM:      OK.  How  were  they  directing  traffic  both  at  the  scene  -  the  CHP  and  Caltrans  at  the  scene:  Did 
they  have  cones  set  up  or  just  officers  out  there?  Flares?  What  kind  of  traffic  control  did  they 

have?  I 

j 

RW:      CHP  wasn't  really  directing  traffic.  They  were  down  there,  but  the  Coast  Guard  police  were  there  j 
and  I  guess  the  Navy  police,  the  MP's,  or  whatever.  They  were  directing  traffic  after  you  got  off  the 
bridge  to  the  island.  And  CHP  were  on  the  bridge  turning  everyone  around.  When  we  got  down  ' 
there,  they  didnt  have  any  cones.  They  just  had  blockades  with  the  cars.  I  think  it  was  a  blockade 
going  towards  the  water.  It  wasn't  to  go  back  on  the  freeway.  And  they  had  people  up  there  just  | 
flagging,  you  know,  directing  people. 

SM:      When  you  say  people  up  there,  they  had  officers  -  unifomned  officers  -  up  there? 

RW:      Uniformed  Coast  Guard  people. 

SM:      Coast  Guard  people? 

RW:      With  white  gloves  on. 

SM:      Did  they  have  any  flares?  Or  just  with  hand  signals  they  were  directing  people? 

RW:      Hand  signals.  That's  me. 

SM :      OK  -  Did  you  need  to  answer  that? 

SM:      OK.  We're  going  to  take  a  short  break  here. 

SM:      OK.  This  is  Investigator  Sally  Mitchell.  We're  continuing  the  interview  with  »  The  | 

time  is  1050  hours.  I  think  we  stopped  right  where  you  were  turning  around  and  getting  off  via 
Treasure  Island.  OK?  And  the  Coast  Guard  or  Navy  was  directing  traffic  on  Treasure  Island  if  you 
were  going  westbound.  Going  back  to  the  people  that  approached  you  saying  they  were  from 
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one  of  the  cars  that  --  Did  they  tell  you  whether  the  car  went  from  the  top  deck  to  the  bottom  deck? 
RW;      Yes,  they  did  tell  us  that. 
SM:      OK.  So  they  did  come  off  the  top  deck? 

RW:      Yeah.  We  started  to  treat  them,  but  what  they  wanted  us  to  do  was  to  put  them  on  the  gurney  and 
push  them  back  to  Treasure  Island.  And  I  said  we  coukjnt  do  It  because  we  wouki  be  abandoning 
all  the  rest  of  the  people  on  the  brklge.  So  they  deckjed  to  get  up  and  walk.  I  mean,  it  was  their 
chorce. 

SM:      OK.  The  treatment  that  you  gave  them  -  What  treatment  dkj  you  give  them? 

RW:      All  we  did  was  simply  started  C-spotting  her.  We  put  her  on  a  C-collar  and  we  had  her  lay  back. 

She  sakj  she  couldn't  lay  back  and  we  told  her  she  had  to.  And  then  they  said  OK,  but  then  you'll 
have  to  push  me  all  the  way  down  there.  And  we  told  her  we  couldn't.  So  

SM:  And  she  just  got  up  and  left? 

RW:  Yeah. 

SM:  OK.  How  about  him?  Did  you  put  a  C-collar  on  him?  Do  you  recall? 

RW:  He  also  had  a  C-collar  too. 

SM:  Any  medical  treatment  to  anytxxjy  else? 

RW:  No.  that  was  it. 

SM:  Nobody  else  approached  you?  Nobody  else  was  injured?  That  was  all  the  medical  treatment? 

RW:      Right.  My  partner  said  he  thought  a  car  went  in  the  water,  but  I  wasnt  too  sure  if  that  was 

confirmed  or  not.  He  said  he  thought  someone  was  in  the  water,  but  that's  why  the  Coast  Guard 
was  there. 

SM:      Did  you  guys  call  in  that  the  upper  deck  had  collapsed? 

RW:      Actually,  I  was  thinking  that  we  were  the  first  people  to  call  it  in  but  they  said  AC  Transit  called  it 
first.  But  we  called  it  in  and  silence  was  for  a  minute  and  they  confirmed  was  It  down  and  we  said 
yes,  we  have  cars  in  the  water  we  think,  and  to  roll  the  Coast  Guard.  Two  minutes  later  they  were 
there. 

SM:      OK.  What  makes  you  thirrf<  AC  Transit  was  the  first  to  call  It  in? 

RW:      Well,  that  was  this  report  that  we  heard,  that  AC  Transit  called  It  In  and  they  were  up  there  during 
the  crack;  they  had  a  bus  up  there. 

SM:  OK.  And  you  heard  that  report  from  

RW:  Someone.  One  of  the  employees  told  me  they  heard  It  on  the  TV  set. 

SM:  OK  So  when  you  guys  called  It  in.  they  had  already  heard  about  it? 

RW:  No.  they  hadnt  heard  about  it.  No  one  knew  anything  about  It. 
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SM:      You  mean  from  your  company? 

I 

RW:      Our  dispatchers  didnl  know  about  it  and  the  Coast  Guard  hadn't  known  about  it  yet,  so  

SM:      OK.  That's  all  the  questions  I  have  to  ask.  Jim,  do  you  have  anything  else?  j 
JM:       Did  we  cover  leaving  the  bridge? 

SM:      Yeah.  The  Coast  Guard  directed  him  off  and  he  went  back  off  westbound  toward  San  Francisco 
on  the  upper  deck. 

RW:      Right.  We  saw  that  car  that  had  plunged  off  the  end  and  ran  into  the  second  ramp  right  before  it 
went  over  there.  We  saw  it  going  the  wrong  way  but,  I  mean,  we  didnl  know  It  was  going  to  keep 
going  or  what.  Because  we  were  going  through  and  the  Coast  Guard  were  like  telling  everyone  to 
stop  and  directing  cars  like  this  and  I  mean  

SM:      Where  did  you  see  it?  I 

RW:      We  saw  it  when  it  went  on  the  on-ramp.  My  partner  said,  "See,  that  car  is  going!"  And  we  saw  it  go 
by  and  we  just  kept  going. 

SM:      That  was  going  on  the  upper  deck? 

i 

! 

RW:      Yes.  He  said  that  we  was  going  up  on  the  upper  deck.  We  didn't  know  if  there  were  cars  still  up  j 
there  or  not.  | 

j 

SM:      And  which  direction  was  it  going? 
RW:      Towards  the  crack. 

SM:      I  mean  was  it  going  east  or  west?  Was  it  going  towards  San  Rancisco  or  towards  Oakland? 
RW:      Away  from  us  -  toward  Oakland. 
SM:      So  it  was  going  the  wrong  way  on  the  upper  deck? 
RW:  Right. 

SM:      OK..  Where  did  it  come  from?  What  on-ramp? 

RW:      I  think  it  came  from  the  lower  deck  with  us.  It  was  on  the  lower  deck  behind  us.  It  probatrfy  came 
out  through  the  tunnel  somehow  and  got  up  to  the  upper  deck.  So  my  partner  said,  he  said,  "You 
remember  that  car  that  went  off  the  end?"  I  said  what  car?  He  said  to  look  at  TV  and  he  showed 
me  the  car.  He  said,  "Do  you  remember  that  car?"  I  saw  that  car  right  before  we  went  up  there  and 
we  were  tanking  about  it. 

JM:  What  kind  of  car  was  it? 

RW:  It  was  a  red  car.  It  was  the  car  that  skidded  off  the  end.  He  said  he  saw  it. 

JM:  You  saw  this  car  on  the  tower  deck? 

RW:  Right.  The  car  was  on  the  lower  deck  previously  he  said. 


I 
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JM:       How  many  people  were  in  that  car? 

RW:      Just  that  one  lady  that  was  in  it.  And  we  saw  It.  But  I'm  not  sure  what  happened.  We  dont  know,  I 
mean  

SM:      So  you  saw  It  get  on;  then  you  think  that  it  came  on  the  on-ramp  onto  westt)ound  just  like  

RW:      Yeah.  Because  we  saw  it.  He  said  he  saw  it  go  by.  He  saw  that  car  go  by  where  we  were  getting 
on  the  freeway.  What  happened  was  we  were  getting  on  the  freeway  and  he  saw  it  go  by  and  he 
said  to  look  at  the  car  and  we  tooked  at  the  car  at  the  same  time.  They  hadnt  blocked  it  off  or 
something  and  someway,  I  guess  --  Because  at  least  they  had  the  lights  on  when  we  were  going 
through  and  they  stopped  both  traffic  and  started  directing  traffic  that  way. 

JM:       OK.  Who  are  you  refenring  to  as  "he"? 

RW:      My  partner -the  driver-*  •••••>.  He  said  he  saw  the  car. 

SM:      OK.  When  you  got  onto  -  From  Treasure  Island,  when  you  got  onto  westbound,  the  top  deck  - 
What  kind  of  traffic  control  did  they  have  set  up  there  to  make  sure  that  you  went  towards  San 
Francisco  and  not  Oakland? 

RW:      I  didn't  see  anything.  I  dont  recall  seeing  anything  at  all. 

SM:      So  there  wasn't  anybody  after  you  came  and  

RW:      But  then  there  was  no  one  on  the  freeway  when  we  got  there  either.  We  didn't  see  any  police 

officers  up  there  to  stop  the  traffic  at  that  time.  But  later  on  that  night,  tfiey  got  -- 1  guess  they  were 
up  there. 

SM:      OK.  So  that  everytxxly  just  kind  of  went  the  right  direction  on  their  own? 
RW:      I  guess.  I  dont  know  what  happened  or  whatever. 

JM:       When  you  got  up  there  and  go  going  back  toward  San  Francisco  on  the  upper  deck,  was  there  a 
tot  of  traffic  at  that  time? 

RW:      No.  I  saw  two  or  three  cars  up  there.  But  I  don't  know  where  they  were  going.  We  had  started 
going  back  and  we  saw  there  was  like  maybe  only  a  few  cars  on  the  freeway. 

SM :  What  direction  were  they  going? 

RW:  Towards  the  crack. 

SM :  They  were  going  towards  Oakland? 

RW:  Right. 

SM:  So  they  were  going  

RW:  Well,  we  figured  they  were  going  to  get  off  somewhere  -  because  of  the  crack.  Because,  you 
know,  the  blockage  or  whatever. 


SM 


But  they  were  going  the  wrong  way  on  the  upper  deck  also? 
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RW:      Right.  But  I  guess  they  got  off. 

SM:  There  was  nobody  that  you  saw  on  the  upper  deck  directing  traffic  to  make  sure  that  it  headed 
back  toward  San  Francisco  and  not  towards  Oakland? 

RW:      Yeah.  This  happened  a  while  ago  and  if  s  kind  of  hard  to  recall,  but  I'm  quite  sure  --  I'm  positive  that 
he  said  that  he  saw  that  car.  Because  when  he  told  me  about  it,  he  told  me  that  the  car  that  went 
over  the  end  and  I  said  you  mean  the  car  that  went  in  the  water?  And  he  said  no.  I  said  you  mean 
the  two  that  were  on  the  upper  deck?  And  he  said  no.  Another  car  after  the  fact  had  went  and 
crashed  into  the  rest  of  the  bridge.  He  sat  down  and  he  showed  me  and  he  said,  "Do  you 
remember  this  car?  I  saw  this  car."  And  he  said  evidently  it  must  have  happened  maybe  10 
minutes  after  we  got  off  the  Ixidge,  right  after  we  got  off  the  bridge.  I  dont  know  when  she  hit  it  or 
whenever,  but  he  said  he  saw  the  car  go  by  on  the  bridge  so  

JM:       At  the  point  you  saw  the  car  go  by  -  the  one  that  went  off  the  bridge,  the  one  you're  referring 
to  

RW:      I  mean  I  saw  a  lot  of  cars,  so  I  really  couldnt  recall  which  car  he  was  talking  about  but  he  said  he  saw 
that  car  go  by. 

JM:       I'm  going  to  try  to  get  the  time  frame  straight  here.  At  the  time  you  saw  the  car,  you  were  also 
moving  to  get  off,  huh?  Is  that  correct? 

RW:      No.  We  had  just  gotten  back  on  the  bridge  and  we  were  going  on  the  way  to  San  Francisco  and  it 
was  going  this  way.  And  he  said  he  saw  it  blaring  by. 

JM:  So  you  were  heading  --  At  the  time  you  saw  the  car,  you  were  heading  westbound  on  the  top 
deck  towards  San  Francisco?  You  had  cleared  the  scene  and  you  saw  the  car  go  

RW:      Ifs  this  way.  Westbound  is  to  San  Rancisco,  eastbound  is  toward  Oakland. 

SM:  Right. 

JM:  Right. 

RW:      Yeah,  we  were  going  westbound. 

JM:      And  you  saw  this  reddish  car  go  by  you  going  the  wrong  way  

RW:  Well,  I  saw  a  krt  of  cars  so  I'm  not  sure  which  car  it  was.  I  remember  - 1  know  it  was  a  red  car  that 
came  from  tfie  top  and  1  was  trying  to  recall  which  one  he  was  talking  about  that  he  said  he  saw 
blurring  by.  Because  I  saw  three  cars  go  by.  But  he  said  he  rememb>er  that  particular  car. 

JM:      Al)out  how  fast  were  these  cars  going  by  that  were  going  the  wrong  way? 

RW:      They  were  all  going  about  the  speed  limit;  about  60  -  65,  maybe  70  miles  per  hour  or  whatever  the 
speed  limit  is.  But  they  were  the  normal. 

JM:       But  they  were  going  the  wrong  way  from  the  pack? 

RW:      Right.  But  we  were  like  maybe  --  We  were  prot)ably  just  clearing  the  bridge  and  they  were 
probably  on  the  txidge  already.  Mayt>e  they  maybe  felt  the  shake  and  pulled  over  and  then 
started  proceeding  still  -  1  dont  know.  Maybe  they  never  knew.  We  were  like  almost  off  the 
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bridge  when  we  saw  these  cars  -  when  I  saw  them  anyways.  They  wereni  all  like  In  a  pack 
together.  They  were  like  one  and  then  maybe  two  minutes  later  you'd  see  another  one  and  then 
mayt)e  one  right  behind  that.  They  were  a  distance  apart. 

SM:      Were  they  between  --  You  got  off  the  island  and  you  go  to  the  upper  deck  heading  westbound 

toward  San  Francisco.  But  where  did  you  see  these  cars?  Were  they  closer  -  Did  they  appear  like 
they  close  to  San  Francisco  like  they  had  been  going  westbound  and  make  a  U-turn  and  were 
heading  back?  Or  were  they  about  in  the  same  area  where  you  had  just  entered  the  freeway  to  go 
back  to  San  Rancisco? 

RW:      Kind  of  in  between  those  two  points  you  just  said.  We  were  into  the  freeway  and  this  is  San 
Francisco.  And  we  were  going  --  We  probably  saw  him  about  here,  about  midpoint. 

SM:      About  halfway  between  the  island  and  San  Francisco? 

RW:      Yeah.  Because  we  saw  a  bunch  of  cars  at  different  times  and  then  we  got  off. 

SM:      So  you  realty  couldnt  tell  where  they  had  come  from? 

RW:  No. 

JM:       So  you  were  going  back  toward  San  Francisco  on  the  top  deck,  and  you  were  in  the  right  hand 
lane?  And  these  cars  were  to  your  left  going  in  the  opposite  direction? 

RW:  Yeah. 

JM:       Do  you  recall  seeing  kind  of  like  a  truck,  a  van-type  truck  about  the  size  of  a  U-Haul  van?  You 
know,  not  an  orange  U-Haul,  but  a  

RW:      Where?  On  the  top  deck  or  the  lower  deck? 

JM:       On  the  top  deck? 

RW:      No.  Maytje  a  pickup,  but  not  anything  like  a  U-Haul  truck. 

JM:       How  many  cars  would  you  say  you  saw  when  you  got  tinned  around  and  went  towards  San 

Francisco  that  were  coming  the  opposite  direction  -  About  how  many  cars  would  you  say  you  saw 
going  the  wrong  way  total? 

RW:      Maybe  four  or  five.  Isnt  there  like  a  divider?  Because  there  was  a  divider  where  I  saw  these  cars. 
They  weren't  going  like  towards  inbound  traffic.  They  were  like  on  the  other  side,  on  the  other 
freeway.  They  were  coming  on.  Tliey  weren't  like  if  we  were  to  veer  over  to  the  left  lane  where  we 
wouW  hit  them;  there  was  like  a  center  divider  there  and  we  would  hit  the  divider  first.  When  we 
saw  all  these  cars,  there  was  like  four  or  five  or  maybe  six  cars. 

JM:       Were  you  on  the  island  possibly? 

RW:      Possibly.  I'm  not  too  familiar  with  the  bridge  or  San  Rancisco  myself,  so  it's  kind  of  hard  to  picture 
it.  I  remember  going  through  one  tunnel  -  mayt>e  it  could  have  been  two  -  I  only  know  there  was 
one  tunnel  with  the  light  out  and  funintellioible)  . 

SM:      All  right.  I  think  that  just  about  does  it.  TTiank  you. 

END  OF  INTERVIEW 


I. 
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W-23,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  via  telephone  on  October  25,  1989. 

The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1400  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  .  stated  that  she  was  driving  her  vehicle,  with  one  passenger,  westbound  on  the  SFOBB, 
In  the  number  one  lane,  at  65  mph.  She  indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  twice  daily  and  stated  that 
traffic  was  moderate.  She  was  under  the  western  most  cantilever  section  of  the  bridge,  east  of  YBI, 
when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  her  vehicle  began  shaking  from  side  to  side,  and  was  In 
danger  of  going  out  of  control,  so  she  pulled  to  the  left  and  stopped.  She  said  that  the  other  vehicles 
around  her  stopped  also  and  she  noticed  that  no  vehicles  were  coming  westbound  from  behind  her  any 
"  longer.  She  stated  that  her  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  neither  she,  nor  her  passenger,  were  injured. 
She  stated  that  she  did  not  observe  any  motion  of  the  bridge  during  the  earthquake,  as  she  was  too 
busy  trying  to  control  her  vehicle.  She  then  drove  on  into  San  Francisco.  Her  passenger's  name  was 


W-24,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

10,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1330  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness*  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  seated  in  the  right  rear  seat  of  a  vehicle  driven  by  James 
•  •  •  '.  He  stated  that  .*••••  was  also  a  passenger  in  this  vehicle  and  was  seated  in  the  right 
front.  He  related  that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  lane,  at  about  50  to  55 
mph.  He  indicated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  on  this  route  and  described  traffic  as  light.  He  said  they 
were  in  the  middle  of  the  Cantilever  section  during  the  earthquake  when  he  heard  a  loud  sound,  like  an 
explosion,  and  felt  the  car  shake  like  it  had  four  flat  tires.  He  said  that  their  car  did  not  hit  any  other 
vehicle  or  strike  the  bridge.  He  also  indicated  that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  the  other  occupants  of  the 
vehicle,  were  injured  He  did  not  notice  any  structural  motion  during  the  earthquake,  but  after  they 
stopfjed,  he  got  out  of  the  vehicle  and  notice  the  collapsed,  "uphill  roadway".  He  then  abandoned  his 
vehicle  and  walked  back  to  YBI. 

W-25,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

Novemt)er  13,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1300  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  •  -stated  he  was  in  San  Francisco,  on  Mission  Street,  between  First  and  Second 
streets,  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  then  proceeded  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB.  He  was  alone  in 
the  vehicle.  He  related  that  he  periodically  uses  this  route  and  described  the  traffic  conditions  as 
normal.  He  got  stopped,  in  stopped  traffic,  just  after  he  entered  the  bridge.  He  abandoned  his  vehicle 
just  east  of  the  First  Street  on-ramp  after  he  heard  a  CHP  motorcycle  officer  say  the  bridge  was  closed. 
This  was  at  approximately  1 730.  He  was  not  injured  and  his  vehicle  was  not  damaged. 

W-26,  ...........  .|,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  27,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1325  hours.  The  Interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  ...»  'Stated  that  he  had  been  eastbound  on  the  Embarcadero  Freeway,  in  the  right  lane  at 
approximately  5  mph,  and  was  alone  in  his  vehicle  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  continued  on  and 
entered  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  and  made  it  to  just  east  of  the  YBI  tunnel  before  getting  stopped  in 
stopped  traffic.  He  stated  that  after  he  came  to  a  stop  he  saw  people  running  west,  screaming  that  the 
bridge  was  collapsing.  About  30  to  45  minutes  later  he  was  able  to  exit  from  the  bridge  by  using  the 
eastbound  on-ramp  from  YBI  and  then  drove  around  the  south  side  of  the  island  to  the  west,  made  a  "U" 
turn  onto  the  upper  deck,  and  then  drove  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco.  He  stated  that  his  vehicle 
was  not  damaged  and  he  was  not  injured. 
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W-27,  I,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

14. 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0915  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  '  ♦  stated  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  rear  seat  of  a  vehicle  driven  by  *****  •  There  was 
also  another  passenger  in  the  vehicle  by  the  name  of  *i.  They  were  going  eastbound  on 

the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  lane,  at  50  mph,  and  were  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He 
stated  that  he  uses  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  he  felt  a  very 
pronounced  rocking  sensation  and  the  vehicle  was  rolling  heavily,  like  being  in  a  boat  in  a  rough  sea. 
The  driver  slowed  the  vehicle  and  then  stopped.  Mr.  •  *  •  stated  that  he  got  out  of  the  vehicle  and 
saw  that  a  section  of  the  bridge  had  fallen.  He  indicated  that  they  were  approximately  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  collapsed  span.  He  stated  that  he  was  not  injured  and  that  the  vehicle  he  was  riding  in  did 
not  hit  anything  as  a  consequence  of  the  earthquake.  They  locked  the  car  and  then  walked  to  YBI. 

W-28,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

17, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1415  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  intervjew^^ 

Witness  *  *  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  lane,  at  35  to  40 
mph,  and  was  near  Fifth  Street  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  was  alone  in  his  vehicle.  He  indicated 
that  he  uses  the  bridge  daily  and  described  the  traffic  condition  as  lighter  than  usual.  His  first  indication 
that  something  was  wrong  came  as  a  sensation  that  a  wheel  had  come  off.  His  car  started  to  sway  left 
and  right,  so  he  began  to  slow  down.  Other  cars  around  him  stopped  and  then  began  to  continue 
moving  eastbound.  He  became  aware  that  the  structure  had  collapsed  by  statements  from  other 
people  on  the  bridge.  His  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  he  received  no  injury.  He  was  able  to  drive  his 
vehicle  off  of  the  bridge  later  that  evening. 

W-29,  *********  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 
17, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1435  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  »  •  •  stated  that  she  had  just  entered  the  SFOBB  at  the  Essex  on-ramp  and  had  one 
passenger,  She  indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  about  twice  a  week  and  described 

traffic  conditions  as  normal.  She  was  in  the  number  one  lane,  at  about  25  to  35  mph,  when  her  car  radio 
quit.  Then  it  felt  as  if  her  vehicle  had  four  flat  tires  and  described  the  feeling  as  if  "I  was  driving  on  Jello". 
She  stated  that  she  kept  driving  while  she  saw  other  vehicles  stopping.  She  got  stopped,  in  gridlocked 
traffic,  east  of  YBI  and  saw  people  walking  westbound  on  the  bridge.  These  people  told  her  that  the 
bridge  had  collapsed.  She  was  not  injured  and  her  vehicle  was  not  damaged.  She  drove  her  vehicle  off 
the  bridge  about  40  minutes  later  by  using  YBI  to  get  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  drove  back  to  San 
Francisco. 

W-30,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  8,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 100  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  .  «  *  *  stated  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  lane,  at  50 
mph.  He  stated  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle.  He  indicated  that  he  uses  this  route  daily  and  described  the 
traffic  as  heavy.  He  was  west  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  his  vehicle  began  to 
sway  sideways  and  he  had  some  difficulty  in  controlling  it.  He  indicated  that  he  slowed  down  but  did  not 
stop.  However,  he  did  notice  other  vehicles  in  the  right  lane  stopping.  He  was  not  injured  and  his 
vehicle  was  not  damaged.  He  stated  that  he  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  and  saw  other  people 
running  westbound  screaming  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  He  got  out  of  his  car  and  ran  back  to  YBI 
and  got  a  ride  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-31,  was  interviewed  in  person  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  on  November  15, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 700  hours.  The  interview  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Officer  '  "  *  is  a  OH P  officer  assigned  to  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office  and  was  on  duty  at  the  time  of 
the  earthquake.  He  stated  that  he  was  driving  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic 
lane,  at  60  mph,  and  was  about  center  anchorage,  between  YBI  and  San  Francisco,  when  the 
earthquake  began.  He  stated  that  he  thought  that  his  patrol  vehicle  had  a  flat  tire,  as  it  was  rocking  and 
shaking.  He  stopped  to  check  for  a  blow-out  and  noticed  other  vehicles  also  stopped.  He  indicated 
that  he  saw  the  bridge  swaying  from  6  to  1 0  feet  in  both  directions  and  only  became  aware  that  the  span 
had  collapsed  when  the  dispatch  broadcast  the  information  over  the  CHP  radio.  He  indicated  that  his 
vehicle  moved  sideways  far  enough  to  bring  the  outside  edge  of  both  his  front  and  rear  bumpers  into 
contact  with  the  roadway. 

W-32,  .......»,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  20, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1930  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness «...  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  lane,  at  50 

I mph,  and  entered  the  bridge  from  the  Embarcadero  Freeway.  She  was  alone  in  his  vehicle.  She 
indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  daily  and  described  traffic  as  heavy  (bumper  to  bumper).  She  stated 
that  she  became  aware  of  the  earthquake  when  her  radio  quit  working  and  the  roadway  looked  like  a 
ribbon.  She  described  the  motion  similar  to  driving  over  "condensed  hills".  She  kept  going,  but 
observed  other  cars  stopping.  She  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  east  of  YBI.  She  saw  people 
running  toward  YBI  who  told  her  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  drove  her  car  off  of  the  bridge 
about  an  hour  later  by  using  YBI  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  driving  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-33,  •••••••»   was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  21, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1025  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  .  .  .  stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  at  40  to  45  mph,  approximately  one-half 
mile  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  had  one  passenger  with  her,  a  Mrs. 
She  indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  rarely  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  said  that  her  car  was 
weaving  and  swerving,  causing  her  to  loose  control  and  come  to  a  stop  in  the  middle  Isme.  She  stated 
that  her  vehicle  did  not  hit  any  other  vehicle,  or  object,  and  neither  she,  nor  her  passenger,  were 
injured.  She  was  told  by  people  running  westbound  off  of  the  bridge  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed. 
She  was  able  to  drive  her  car  off  of  the  bridge  approximately  an  hour  later  by  using  YBI  to  get  to  the 
upper  deck  and  drive  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-34,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  9,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
I      recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

I 

Witness .  .  «  •  •  stated  that  he  is  an  AC  Transit  Bus  driver  and  was  on  duty  at  the  time  of  the 
;     earthquake.  He  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  just  east  of  YBI,  in  the  number  two  traffic 
I     lane,  at  40  to  45  mph.  He  indicated  that  he  drives  this  route  twice  a  day  and  described  the  traffic  as 
moderate.  He  had  30  passengers  on  the  bus.  He  stated  that  he  heard  a  loud  boom,  "like  a  cannon", 
■     then  felt  shaking  followed  by  a  wave  like  movement.  He  described  the  motion  "like  riding  a  roller 
coaster"  and  indicated  that  the  roadway  was  moving  up  and  down.  He  had  stopped  the  bus  as  the 
bridge  section  ahead  of  him  fell.  He  stated  that  a  red  car  had  just  passed  him  to  his  right  at  a  slightly 
faster  speed  and  went  over  the  edge  of  the  bridge.  He  also  saw  a  gray  car  in  the  fallen  span  that  was 
facing  the  other  way.  He  and  several  passengers  got  off  of  the  bus  and  attempted  to  keep  people  away 
from  the  collapse.  Some  of  his  passengers  got  off  and  walked  back  to  YBI.  He  was  able  to  get  his  bus 
off  the  bridge  at  a  later  time.  He  stated  that  his  bus  was  not  damaged  and  indicated  that  he  was  not 
injured.  He  does  not  know  of  any  of  his  passengers  that  were  injured. 
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W-35,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  via  telephone  on  November 

17, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0830  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic 
approximately  one-half  of  a  mile  east  of  YBI.  He  indicated  that  approximately  two  hours  after  the 
earthquake  he  was  able  to  get  off  of  the  lower  deck  at  YBI  and  transfer  to  the  upper  deck  and  go 
westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-36,  ,1,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  20, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1315  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *'  *  *  *  indicated  that  he  was  alone  in  his  vehicle  and  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in 
the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at  55  mph.  He  stated  that  he  uses  this  route  daily  and  had  just  gotten  onto 
the  bridge  from  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  initially  thought  that  he  was  losing 
control  of  his  vehicle,  describing  the  motion  of  his  vehicle  as  "very  unstable  feeling  of  bouncing  and 
swaying".  He  continued  to  drive  eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  related  that 
people  came  running  westbound  telling  others  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  stated  that  30  to  40 
minutes  later  he  was  able  to  get  his  car  turned  around  and  use  YBI  to  get  to  the  upper  deck  and  return  to 
San  Francisco  by  driving  westbound  on  the  upper  deck.  He  stated  that  his  car  was  not  damaged  and 
that  he  was  not  injured. 

W-37,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on 

November  18,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1600  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  »  •  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  seat  of  a  vehicle  being  driven  by 
******,  and  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  lane,  at  40  to  50  mph.  She 
indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  everyday  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  She  stated  that  they 
were  somewhere  east  of  YBI,  when  it  felt  like  the  car  tires  turned  to  Jello,  and  the  car  began  to  move 
side  to  side,  as  if  someone  were  rocking  it.  The  driver  of  her  vehicle  kept  going  and  she  observed  a 
dark  colored  sedan  hit  the  side  of  the  bridge.  She  stated  that  the  car  she  was  riding  in  did  not  hit  the 
bridge  or  any  other  vehicle  and  that  neither  she,  nor  the  driver,  were  injured.  She  stated  that  they  got 
out  of  the  vehicle  and  observed  people  running  westbound,  screaming  about  the  bridge  collapse. 
About  one  hour  and  forty  minutes  after  the  earthquake,  they  were  able  to  turn  around  and  use  YBI  to  go 
to  the  upper  deck  and  go  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-38,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

9, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1630  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  »  •  •  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  that  was  being  driven  eastbound  on  the 
SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  lane.  He  indicated  that  he  was  not  sure  how  fast  they  were  going.  He 
indicated  that  they  were  west  of  YBI  when  the  vehicle  felt  like  it  had  four  flat  tires  and  began  a  sideways, 
rolling  motion.  He  indicated  that  he  felt  no  "sharp  jolts".  He  stated  that  he  uses  the  SFOBB  daily  and 
described  the  traffic  as  light  to  moderate.  He  observed  some  vehicles  slowing  down,  and  others 
coming  to  a  stop,  and  the  occupants  getting  out  of  their  vehicles.  He  stated  that  the  vehicle  he  was 
riding  in  did  not  strike  the  bridge,  or  any  other  vehicle,  and  was  unaware  of  any  injuries  to  any  occupant 
in  the  vehicle.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  see  the  bridge  moving,  but  recalls  hearing  a  groaning  sound. 
He  became  aware  of  the  bridge  span  collapse  when  other  people  told  him  of  it. 
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l|      W-39,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  19, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1430  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  simmary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  ■  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  lane,  at  35 
mph.  She  had  one  passenger  in  the  vehicle  with  her.  She  indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  daily  and 
described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  first  became  aware  of  the  earthquake  when  she  felt  her  car  begin  to 
rock  violently.  She  brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop  and  noticed  other  drivers  were  stopping  also.  She 
stated  that  her  vehicle  did  not  make  contact  with  any  other  vehicle,  or  object,  and  that  neither  she,  nor 
her  passenger,  were  injured.  She  stated  that  after  she  stopped,  she  saw  a  motorcyclist  going  the  wrong 
g  way  yelling  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  stated  that  she  was  able  to  get  off  the  bridge  to  Treasure 
Island  about  20  minutes  after  the  earthquake  and  then  got  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge  and 
proceeded  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-40,  .........  o,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

18,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1734  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  of  a  vehicle  being  driven  by  •  •  •  » 
•  •  '  •  .  He  indicated  that  they  were  travelling  eastbound,  in  the  number  five  lane,  at  45  mph,  when 
the  car  began  to  swerve  left  and  rigfn.  He  stated  that  the  driver  was  able  to  counter  steer  and  avoid  a 
collision  with  the  bridge  and  other  traffic.  He  indicated  that  they  were  crossing  YBI  when  the  earthquake 
began,  and  recalled  street  lights  swaying  on  the  island.  He  stated  that  they  found  out  about  the  bridge 
collapse  from  a  passer-by.  He  stated  that  they  exited  onto  Treasure  Island,  stayed  there  for  about  one- 
half  an  hour,  and  then  entered  the  normal  on-ramp  to  westbound  1-80  and  returned  to  San  Francisco  by 
travelling  westbound  on  the  upper  deck. 

W-41,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  28,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1115  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  «  •  stated  that  she  was  on  Broadway,  near  Montgomery  Street,  when  the  earthquake 
struck.  She  first  tjecame  aware  of  the  earthquake  when  the  radio  station  she  was  listening  to  went  off 
the  air  and  the  signal  lights  at  the  intersection  went  out.  She  indicated  that  she  travels  this  route  twice 
weekly  and  traffic  was  lighter  than  usual.  After  the  earthquake,  she  drove  eastbound  onto  the  SFOBB. 
She  eventually  got  to  YBI  and  drove  off  the  bridge  using  the  eastbound  off  ramp  and  then  "looped" 
around  the  island  to  an  on-ramp  to  the  upper  deck  on  the  west  side  of  the  island.  From  there  she 
proceeded  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco.  This  was  approximately  one  and  a 
half  hours  after  the  earthquake. 

W-42,  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

18, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1908  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness .  .  «  •  stated  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  In  the  number  four  lane,  in  the  YBI  tunnel  at 
about  50  mph,  and  was  alone  in  the  vehicle  at  the  time  the  earthquake  struck.  She  indicated  that  she 
almost  never  uses  the  SFOBB  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  She  first  became  aware  of  the 
earthquake  when  her  vehicle  began  swerving  from  side  to  side,  and  moving  up  and  down,  all  at  the 
same  time.  She  stated  that  if  felt  "as  if  a  gust  of  wind  had  hit"  her  vehicle.  She  stated  that  she  slowed 
down  and  tried  to  keep  her  car  within  its  lane.  She  related  that  she  didn't  hit  anything  and  that  she  was 
not  injured.  She  stated  she  first  became  aware  of  the  collapse  of  the  bridge  when  told  about  it  by  other 
people  on  the  bridge.  She  stayed  with  her  vehicle  and  about  two  and  a  half  hours  after  the  earthquake, 
was  able  to  get  off  the  bridge  by  driving  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco.  She 
stated  that  they  were  escorted  by  CHP. 
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W-43,  ******.*****,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on 
November  13,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1025  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  rear  seat  of  a  vehicle  being  driven  by  •  *  » 
*  *  *  *.  He  stated  that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB.  in  the  number  five  lane,  at  50  to  55  mph. 
There  was  another  passenger  in  the  vehicle,  his  name  is  ******  c.  He  indicated  that  he  travels 
this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  conditions  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  his  first  indication  of  the 
earthquake  began  as  they  were  about  to  enter  the  YBI  tunnel.  The  vehicle  began  to  wobble,  like  it  had 
flat  tires.  He  stated  that  he  noticed  other  vehicles  stopping  and  saw  an  overhead  scaffold  swaying. 
After  the  vehicle  stopped  he  noticed  a  lot  of  people  running  toward  them  from  the  east  screaming  that 
the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  stated  that  neither  he,  nor  the  other  occupants  of  the  vehicle,  were 
injured  and  the  vehicle  he  was  riding  in  did  not  hit  any  other  vehicle  or  object. 

W-44,  ^  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

13, 1989.  the  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 100  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  •  *  »  stated  that  he  entered  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  after  the  earthquake  had  occurred. 
He  drove  across  the  suspension  portion  of  the  bridge  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic 
approximately  100  feet  east  of  the  YBI  tunnel.  He  got  out  of  his  car  and  left  it  on  the  bridge  after  he 
heard  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  His  vehicle  was  subsequently  towed  from  the  bridge. 

W-45,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  14, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0900  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  stated  that  she  was  not  on  the  SFOBB  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  indicated  that 
she  entered  the  SFOBB  and  drove  eastbound  sometime  after  the  earthquake.  She  became  stopped 
in  gridlocked  traffic  and  then  ran  out  of  gas.  She  abandoned  her  car  and  walked  off  of  the  bridge.  Her  car 
was  subsequently  towed  from  the  bridge. 

W-46,  ******.",  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  via  telephone  on  November  17, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0900  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  on  an  AC  Transit  bus  that  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB, 
in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  approximately  40  to  45  mph.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the  SFOBB  daily 
and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  He  stated  that  he  didn't  feel  any  movement  on  the  bus  that  he  could 
associate  with  the  earthquake.  He  stated  that  they  came  to  a  stop  about  100  ysu'ds  west  of  the 
collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge.  He  stated  that  other  traffic  also  came  to  a  stop  and  he  recalls  a 
motorcyclist  riding  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge.  He  turned  on  his  portable  radio  and  heard  about  the 
earthquake.  He  stated  that  he  got  off  of  the  bus  and  walked  back  to  YBI.  From  there  he  finally  got  a  ride 
back  to  San  Francisco  on  another  AC  Transit  bus  via  the  lower  deck. 
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W-47, ...........  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Denise  Sisneroz  via  telephone  on  October 

26,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  11 00  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  «  stated  that  he  was  driving  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  In  the  number  three  traffic  lane, 
at  45  to  50  mph,  and  was  approximately  one  mile  east  of  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He 
stated  that  he  uses  the  bridge  approximately  3  times  a  week  and  indicated  that  the  traffic  conditions 
were  light.  He  related  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  began  to  move  from  side  to  side  and 
then  started  bouncing.  He  braked  to  a  stop,  got  out  and  checked  his  vehicle,  and  then  got  back  in  and 
drove  westbound  off  of  the  bridge.  He  stated  that  other  drivers  around  him  did  about  the  same  as  he 
did.  He  stated  his  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  he  was  not  injured. 

W-48,  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  via  telephone  on 

November  17,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1100  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  *  *  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  became  stopped  in 
gridlocked  traffic  approximately  40  yards  from  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge.  He  stated  that  he 
walked  back  to  Treasure  Island  and  stayed  there  for  approximately  30  minutes  before  hearing  a  PA 
system  telling  people  to  return  to  their  vehicles.  He  went  back  to  his  vehicle  and  about  two  and  one-half 
hours  after  the  earthquake,  was  able  to  drive  his  car  off  of  the  bridge  by  driving  the  wrong  way  on  the 
lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-49,  •«........,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  via  telephone  on  November 

17,  1989.  The  Interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0900  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  »  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  had  to  stop  in  gridlocked  traffic 
halfway  between  YBI  and  the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge.  He  was  eventually  able  to  drive  his 
vehicle  back  to  Treasure  Island.  From  there  he  went  to  the  upper  deck  and  drove  westbound  back  to 
San  Francisco.  This  was  approximately  1900  hours. 

W-50,  ...»..**.«,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 
20. 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0930  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  *  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at 
15  to  20  mph.  In  lighter  than  normal  traffic.  She  indicated  that  she  is  a  daily  commuter  on  the  SFOBB. 
She  stated  that  she  was  alone  in  the  vehicle  and  was  approximately  halfway  between  the  San  Francisco 
Anchorage  and  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  when  the  earthquake 
struck  her  car  dipped  to  the  left,  which  felt  like  a  flat  tire.  She  stated  that  she  held  onto  her  steering 
wheel  and  maintained  control  of  her  vehicle.  She  stated  that  she  saw  other  vehicles  stopping  and 
people  getting  out  of  their  vehicles  and  checking  their  tires.  She  stated  that  she  stopped  east  of  the 
YBI  tunnel  and  saw  a  motorcycle  riding  the  wrong  way  and  other  people  running  and  yelling.  She  said 
her  car  did  not  make  contact  with  any  object,  or  other  vehicle,  and  that  she  was  not  injured. 
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W-51,  ..***»*.***,  was  interviewed  in  person  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  on  December  6, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1100  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  *  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  at  approximately  45  mph.  He  could  not 
remember  what  lane  he  was  in.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the  SFOBB  daily  and  indicated  that  the  traffic  was 
light.  He  was  approximately  halfway  between  the  west  anchorage  and  YBI  when  he  felt  a  shaking 
motion.  He  brought  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  and  then  continued  eastbound  until  he  got  stopped  in 
gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that  numerous  people  came  walking  and  running  past  him  toward  YBI.  He 
stated  that  some  of  these  people  were  screaming  and  he  was  told  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  got 
out  of  his  vehicle  and  could  see  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  his 
position.  He  began  walking  back  to  YBI.  Before  getting  to  YBI,  he  noticed  people  walking  back  to  the 
east.  They  told  him  that  the  CHP  was  advising  to  go  back  to  their  cars  and  exit  the  bridge.  He  walked 
back  to  his  car  and  finally  exited  the  lower  deck  around  21 30  hours. 

W-52,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  | 

November  20,  1 989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0830  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  ♦  •  •  stated  that  he  and  his  wife,  •  »  •  •  ,  got  onto  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  sometime 

after  the  earthquake.  They  made  it  to  just  east  of  YBI  and  became  stuck  in  gridlocked  traffic.  ; 

Approximately  45  minutes  later,  they  were  able  to  turn  around  and  exit  the  lower  deck  at  YBI.  From  i 

there  they  made  it  to  the  upper  deck  and  drove  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco  | 

W-53,  ************,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  21 ,  1 989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0840  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  »  •  »  » stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at  40 
mph,  and  was  about  one-half  mile  west  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  uses 
this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  "great."  She  stated  that  the  tires  and  suspension  on  her  car 
started  jerking  left  and  right  and  she  thought  that  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  stated  that  she  slowed  down 
and  then  continued  to  drive  eastbound,  as  did  the  other  cars  around  her.  She  stated  that  she  got 
stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  between  YBI  and  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge.  She  was  advised  by  a  i 
man,  that  came  running  toward  her  from  the  east,  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  Approximately  an  hour 
and  20  minutes  later  she  was  able  to  get  her  car  turned  around  and  drive  it  to  the  upper  deck  at  YBI, 
then  westbound  1-80  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-54,  ************;,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  17,  1989  and  again  on  January  9,  1989.  The  January  9th  interview  was  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  those  interviews. 

Witness  »  ,  •  •  »  stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  lane,  at  about  45  \ 
mph.  She  stated  that  she  uses  the  SFOBB  about  once  a  month  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  i 
stated  that  she  was  just  east  of  the  YBI  tunnel  when  she  felt  her  car  bounce  and  thought  that  she  had  j 
three  flat  tires.  She  stated  that  she  began  stopping,  like  "the  nonnal  thing  you  would  do  with  a  flat  tire", 
and  came  to  a  complete  stop.  She  related  that  other  traffic  around  did  the  same.  She  stated  that  she 
was  stopped  for  just  a  "few  seconds"  when  the  upper  span  fell  down  directly  in  front  of  her.  She  stated 
that  there  was  about  6  feet  between  her  vehicle  and  the  span.  She  related  that  it  appeared  that  the  car, 
that  was  on  the  upper  deck,  fell  at  the  same  time  as  the  span  itself.  She  stated  that  she  did  not  see  the 
red  car  on  the  lower  deck,  or  how  it  got  into  the  collapsed  span.  She  related  she  does  not  recall 
whether  the  lower  span  fell  first,  at  the  same  time,  or  was  pushed  downward  by  impact  with  the  upper 
span.  She  only  recalls  the  upper  span  falling.  She  stated  that  when  the  upper  span  fell,  it  fell  very 
quickly.  She  indicated  that  it  was  much  later  in  the  evening  that  she  was  escorted  off  of  the  bridge  by 
driving  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-55,  .........  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  via  telephone  on  November  19, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1200  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  .  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  driven  by  a  "friend  of  a  friend".  He  indicated 
that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  they  became 
stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  east  of  YBI.  He  related  that  they  were  there  for  about  10  minutes  when 
hundreds  of  people  came  running  by  westbound  and  screaming  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  got 
out  of  the  vehicle  and  walked  to  YBI  and  was  there  for  approximately  10  minutes  when  two  CHP 
motorcycle  officers  asked  everyone  to  return  to  their  cars.  He  returned  to  the  vehicle  and  was 
subsequently  driven  back  to  YBI.  At  YBI  they  exited  the  lower  deck,  made  their  way  to  the  upper  deck, 
and  drove  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-56,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

10. 1989.  The  interview  weis  conducted  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  *  •  "stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  or  five  traffic  lane,  at 
45  to  55  mph,  and  was  about  one  mile  east  of  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated 
that  it  felt  as  if  he  had  several  flat  tires  and  indicated  that  he  had  difficulty  maintaining  control  of  his 
vehicle  as  it  was  swerving  from  right  to  left.  He  stated  that  he  slowed  down  and  noticed  that  other 
drivers  were  slowing  down  and  stopping.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  hit  the  bridge,  or  any  other  vehicle, 
and  indicated  that  he  was  not  injured.  He  stated  that  he  uses  this  route  every  day  and  described  the 
traffic  as  light.  He  indicated  that  he  first  became  aware  of  the  bridge  failure  by  people  who  were  walking 
westbound  on  the  bridge,  past  him,  toward  YBI. 

W-57,  •  •  •  *  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

21 , 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1940  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  -stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at  50  to 
55  mph.  She  indicated  that  she  uses  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  light  to  moderate.  She 
stated  that  she  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Treasure  Island  when  her  vehicle  started  to  shake  and  felt  like  it  was 
"floating".  She  indicated  that  she  thought  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop  and 
noticed  other  vehicles  stopping  around  her.  She  stated  that  she  did  not  hit  the  bridge,  or  any  other 
vehicle,  and  indicated  that  she  was  not  injured.  She  indicated  that  she  came  to  a  stop  just  to  the  west  of 
the  collapsed  bridge  span.  She  stated  she  did  not  see  the  span  fall,  but  noticed  it  after  she  had  brought 
her  vehicle  to  a  stop.  She  counted  1 5  vehicles  between  her  car  and  the  collapsed  span.  She  stated 
that  approximately  3  hours  later  she  was  able  to  get  her  vehicle  turned  around  and  drove  westbound  on 
the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Rancisco. 

W-58,  ^  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  Noveml)er 

17. 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1615  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness .  .  .  stated  that  she  was  driving  on  5th  or  6th  street  in  San  Francisco,  in  normal  traffic,  in  the 
number  two  traffic  lane  at  45  mph,  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  thought  something 
was  wrong  with  her  car,  as  it  felt  like  someone  was  pushing  It  from  side  to  side.  She  got  stopped  at  a 
stop  light  and  stayed  there.  Later  she  drove  eastbound  onto  the  SFOBB  and  got  to  the  vicinity  of  YBI 
when  she  saw  a  motorcycle  going  the  wrong  way  and  the  rider  telling  people  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed.  She  stated  that  approximately  20  minutes  later  she  was  able  to  get  to  YBI,  exit  the  bridge, 
and  then  went  to  the  upper  deck  and  proceeded  westbound  back  into  San  Francisco. 
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W-59,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  22,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0845  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  •  »  » stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane, 
at  50  mph,  and  was  approximately  three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She 
stated  that  she  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  her  car  started  to  wobble  from  side  to  side.  She  related  that  she  slowed  her  vehicle 
down  and  came  to  a  stop  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane.  She  stated  that  other  traffic  around  her  had  also 
come  to  a  stop.  She  stated  that  she  did  not  hit  the  bridge,  or  any  other  vehicle,  and  was  not  injured. 
She  stated  that  she  became  aware  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  when  other  people  ran  past  her  and 
told  her  about  it.  About  one  hour  after  the  earthquake  she  got  her  car  turned  around  and  drove  off  the 
bridge  on  the  north  side  of  YBI.  Once  on  YBI  she  made  her  way  to  the  upper  deck  and  drove 
westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-60,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  20, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1615  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  ♦  ^stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at 
45  mph,  and  was  in  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  uses  the  SFOBB 
about  three  times  a  week  and  described  the  traffic  flow  as  normal.  She  first  became  aware  of  the 
earthquake  when  the  lights  in  the  YBI  tunnel  went  out.  She  stated  that  she  didn't  feel  any  motion 
associated  to  the  earthquake  and  continued  driving  eastbound.  She  did  observe  some  people  ahead 
of  her  stopping  their  vehicles  and  getting  out  to  check  their  tires.  She  became  stopped  in  gridlocked 
traffic  and  observed  people  running  toward  her  from  the  east  who  told  her  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed.  At  about  2015  hours,  she  was  able  to  turn  her  vehicle  around  and  drive  westbound,  on  the 
lower  deck,  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-61,  ^  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  18, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1250  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  «3tated  that  he  was  driving  along  the  North  Beach  area  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He 
stated  that  he  entered  the  SFOBB  sometime  after  the  earthquake  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked 
traffic.  He  indicated  that  approximately  10  minutes  later  some  other  motorists  told  him  that  the  bridge 
had  collapsed.  Approximately  two  hours  later  he  was  able  to  turn  his  vehicle  around  and  drive  back  to 
San  Francisco  by  driving  westbound  on  the  lower  deck.  He  stated  his  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and 
that  he  was  not  injured  as  a  result  of  the  earthquake. 

W-52,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

17, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1740  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness*  •  »  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  but  can  not  recall  what  lane  she 
was  in  or  how  fast  she  was  travelling.  She  stated  that  she  frequently  uses  the  SFOBB  and  described 
the  traffic  as  moderate.  She  stated  that  she  was  west  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck  and  described 
the  sensation  as  feeling  as  if  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  could  not  describe  the  exact  motion  of  her  vehicle. 
She  stated  that  she  kept  going  eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She  observed 
two  motorcycles  going  the  wrong  way  on  the  lower  deck  and  saw  people  running  west  and  yelling  that 
the  bridge  had  fallen.  She  stated  that  her  car  was  not  damage  and  she  was  not  injured  as  a 
consequence  of  the  earthquake.  She  indicated  that  approximately  two  hours  later  she  was  cible  to  get 
her  car  turned  around  and  got  off  the  bridge  on  the  north  side  of  YBI.  Once  on  YBI  she  was  able  to 
make  her  way  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  drove  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-63,  .  .      yygg  jntervjewecl  by  Investigator  Denise  Sisneroz  via  telephone  on 

October  23,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0915  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane, 
at  55  mph,  and  had  just  gotten  off  of  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the 
SFOBB  frequently  and  described  the  traffic  conditions  as  light.  He  stated  he  felt  the  earthquake  and 
indicated  that  it  felt  as  if  he  had  a  flat  tire.  He  stopped  his  vehicle  and  got  out  to  check  his  tires. 

W-64,  •  •  •  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  20, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1445  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at  50 
mph.  His  son-in-law.  *.<.••***,  was  a  passenger  in  his  vehicle.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the 
SFOBB  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  He  stated  that  he  was  just  east  of  YBI  when  his  vehicle 
started  acting  erratically,  rocking  from  side  to  side.  He  braked  to  a  stop  and  saw  that  other  traffic  was  also 
stopping.  He  stated  that  his  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  that  neither  he,  nor  his  passenger,  were 
injured.  He  does  not  recall  seeing  any  structural  motion  on  the  bridge  and  first  became  aware  of  the 
collapse  of  the  bridge  span  when  he  saw  a  motorcyclist  going  the  wrong  way  on  the  lower  deck  telling 
people  of  the  collapse.  He  stated  that  his  son-in-law  walked  down  to  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge 
about  an  hour  later  and  took  some  color  photographs  of  the  vehicles  that  were  in  the  gap  created  by  the 
collapse.  These  photographs  were  subsequently  provided  to  the  Contra  Costa  Times.  He  stated  that 
he  was  able  to  get  his  vehicle  turned  around  and  then  drove  it  back  to  San  Francisco  by  driving 
westbound  on  the  lower  deck. 

W-65,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  via  telephone  on  October  24, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1020  hours.  The  Interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  »  stated  that  he  was  driving  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  between  YBI  and  San 
Francisco,  in  the  numt>er  four  traffic  lane,  when  his  vehicle  swerved  to  the  left  and  it  felt  as  if  he  had  a  flat 
tire.  He  recalls  the  suspension  cables  of  the  bridge  swaying  from  side  to  side.  He  stated  that  he 
continued  westbound  and  exited  the  freeway  at  5th  Street  in  San  Francisco. 

W-66,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

10, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1300  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  seat  of  a  vehicle  being  driven  by » •  »  » 
•  •  • .  He  also  indicated  that  there  was  another  passenger  in  the  right  rear  of  the  vehicle  by  the  name 
of  .......  He  stated  that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  In  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at 

50  to  55  mph,  and  indicated  he  was  not  really  sure  where  on  the  bridge  they  were  when  the  earthquake 
struck.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  the  vehicle  began  to  sway  back  and  forth  from  left  to 
right.  He  noticed  that  other  drivers  around  them  were  also  having  trouble  controlling  their  cars.  He 
stated  that  It  felt  as  if  the  vehicle  had  flat  tires.  He  also  recalls  hearing  a  loud  'thump".  The  driver  began 
to  slow  the  vehicle  down  and  brought  it  to  a  stop.  He  got  out  of  the  vehicle  and  noticed  that  the  bridge 
was  swaying  3  to  4  inches  in  a  sideways  "sway".  He  stated  that  he  looked  forward  and  could  see  the 
collapsed  section  of  the  bridge  "rising  toward  the  sky".  He  stated  that  he  walked  to  Treasure  Island  and 
got  a  ride  on  a  bus  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-67,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  27, 

1989.  The  Interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0945  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  *  *stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at 
55  mph,  and  was  west  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  uses  the  SFOBB  about 
once  a  month  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  her  car 
started  shaking  and  she  thought  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  indicated  that  she  kept  driving  eastbound  and 
observed  other  cars  stop  then  continue  eastbound  also.  She  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  and 
then  noticed  people  running  westbound  screaming  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  She  stated  that  she 
did  not  see  the  bridge  move  and  indicated  that  her  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  she  was  uninjured. 

W-68,'  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

15, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0845  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  *  •  •  stated  that  he  was  at  work  in  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  After  the 
earthquake  he  got  into  a  vehicle  with  and  drove  onto  the  SFOBB,  going  eastbound,  until 

they  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that,  after  waiting  approximately  30  to  45  minutes, 
they  got  out  of  their  vehicle  and  walked  back  to  San  Francisco.  The  vehicle  was  subsequently  towed  to 
8th  and  Brannan  in  San  Francisco. 

W-69,  Betty  A.  JEFFERS,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  8, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1950  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  "  •  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at 
about  50  mph,  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  uses  the  SFOBB 
about  once  a  month  and  described  the  traffic  as  heavy.  She  stated  that  she  felt  a  rolling,  sideways 
motion  and  thought  that  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  stated  that  she  kept  her  vehicle  in  the  number  five  lane 
and  slowed  to  25  to  30  mph.  She  noticed  that  other  vehicles  around  her  had  braked  and  were 
stopping.  She  stated  that  as  she  was  coming  to  a  stop  she  saw  the  top  deck  of  the  bridge  collapse  onto 
the  lower  deck.  She  indicated  that  she  came  to  a  stop  approximately  8  to  9  car  lengths  from  the 
collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge,  but  couldnt  remember  how  far  away  she  was  when  it  began  to  collapse. 
She  stated  that  she  remembered  seeing  a  tan,  or  off-white  vehicle,  with  a  square  rear  end,  go 
somewhere  into  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge,  and  remembers  seeing  its  rear  end  sticking  up  in 
the  air.  She  also  recalls  seeing  a  red  blur,  mayt}e  a  vehicle,  pass  by  her  on  the  left  and  move  towards  the 
collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge.  She  coukJ  not  recall  if  the  "red  blur"  went  past  her  before,  during,  or 
after  the  bridge  collapsed.  She  indicated  that  she  was  overwhelmed  by  everything  that  was  going  on. 
She  stated  she  does  not  remember  hearing  any  noises  and  stated  that  she  immediately  got  out  of  her 
vehicle  and  ran  toward  YBI.. 

W-70,  Alice  B.  JERNIGAN,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 
20, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1940  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  *  *  *3tated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane, 
at  50  mph,  and  was  halfway  through  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is 
a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  relatively  light.  Her  first  indications  of  the  earthquake  came 
when  the  radio  station  she  was  listening  to  went  off  the  air  and  the  lights  in  the  tunnel  went  out.  She 
stated  that  her  car  started  swaying,  like  the  rear  axle  had  gone  out,  or  she  had  two  flat  tires.  She  stated 
that  she  continued  driving  eastbound,  fumbling  with  the  radio,  and  noticed  other  cars  were  slowing. 
She  saw  a  motorcycle  coming  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge  with  its  horn  honking  and  indicated  that  she 
could  see  something  ahead  that  looked  strange,  but  could  not  tell  what  it  was. 
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W-71,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1545  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  stated  she  was  driving  on  the  on-ramp  from  First  Street  to  eastbound  SFOBB  at  5  mph 
when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  uses  this  route  frequently  and  described  the  traffic  as 
"great".  She  stated  that  her  car  started  to  swerve  left  to  right  and  back  to  the  left  and  cars  all  around  her 
stopped.  She  stopped,  then  continued  eastbound,  eventually  becoming  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic 
between  YBI  and  the  collapsed  bridge  section.  She  did  not  notice  any  motion  of  the  bridge  structure 
and  first  became  aware  of  the  collapse  when  people  came  running  by  yelling  to  "get  off  the  bridge,  its 
collapsing".  Approximately  half  an  hour  later  she  was  able  to  turn  her  car  around  and  get  off  of  the  lower 
deck  onto  YBI.  She  then  went  onto  the  upper  deck  and  went  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-72,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  13, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1605  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  ^stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at  45  mph, 
and  was  just  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  uses  this  route  about  twice  a 
week  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle 
began  to  move  and  wobble  from  side  to  side.  He  applied  his  brakes  and  slowed  and  noticed  that  traffic 
around  him  was  also  slowing  and  stopping.  He  recalls  dust  and  dirt  coming  down  from  the  top  of  the 
bridge.  He  stated  that  he  saw  a  motorcyclist  turn  around  and  begin  riding  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge 
and  begin  telling  everyone  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  did  not  see  the  collapsed  span. 

W-73,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  19, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1600  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  or  three  traffic 
lane,  at  about  55  mph,  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  commutes 
the  SFOBB  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  "lighter  than  normal".  He  stated  that  he  thought  that  he 
had  multiple  flat  tires  and  indicated  that  it  was  "like  driving  in  grooves".  He  slowed  down  and  noticed 
traffic  around  him  also  slowing  down.  He  stated  that  he  eventually  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic. 
He  related  that  his  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  he  received  no  injury.  About  two  hours  later  he  was 
able  to  turn  his  vehicle  around  and  drive  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-74,  »••».».»,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  18, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1635  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness «  •  ^stated  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  45 
mph,  and  was  just  passing  the  on-ramps  from  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is  a 
daily  commuter  on  the  SFOBB  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  She  stated  that  she  first  became 
aware  that  something  was  wrong  when  It  felt  as  if  her  vehicle  had  a  flat  tire  and  began  twisting  from  left  to 
right.  She  indicated  that  she  slowed  down  and  stopped,  then  continued  eastbound  again.  She  stated 
that  she  recalls  other  cars  hitting  each  other,  but  could  not  remember  what  they  looked  like,  nor  what 
lane  they  were  in.  She  got  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  approximately  6  to  7  car  lengths  away  from  the 
collapsed  bridge  span.  She  stated  that  she  was  there  for  about  30  seconds  when  people  came  running 
by  and  told  her  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  stated  that  she  could  see  the  collapsed  span  from  her 
position.  She  stated  that  an  ambulance  was  stopped  7  to  8  cars  behind  her  and  she  recalls  hearing  an 
ambulance  driver  on  the  PA  system  telling  everyone  to  evacuate  the  bridge. 
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W-75,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  8, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1520  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  i*  •  *  *  r  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  lane,  at  40  mph, 
and  was  going  down  the  decline  past  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the 
SFOBB  every  day  and  described  the  traffic  as  heavy.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his 
vehicle  began  to  shake  and  move  sideways  as  if  a  tire  had  blown  out.  He  indicated  he  braked  and  came 
to  a  stop  as  did  other  vehicles  around  him.  He  stated  that  as  he  was  slowing  he  heard  a  loud  noise, 
which  sounded  like  a  gasoline  tanker  blowing  up.  When  he  exited  his  vehicle,  he  immediately  saw  that 
the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  stated  that  he  was  approximately  1 0  car  lengths  from  the  collapse  when 
his  vehicle  came  to  a  stop. 

W-76,  5  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

14, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0810  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  » stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  seat  of  a  vehicle  being  driven  by  *  *  *  • 
'  »  *  .  He  stated  that  there  was  another  passenger,  *******,  seated  in  the  resir.  He  indicated 
that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at  50  mph,  and  were  east  of 
YBI  when  the  earthquake  began.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic 
conditions  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  the  driver  said  that  something  was 
wrong  with  the  vehicle  and  that  it  felt  as  if  they  had  a  flat  tire.  He  stated  that  he  felt  the  vehicle  move  from 
side  to  side  slightly  and  then  the  driver  began  to  slow  the  vehicle.  As  the  driver  was  slowing,  he  heard  a 
loud  boom  and  saw  a  motorcyclist  driving  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge.  He  stated  as  he  looked  forward, 
he  could  see  the  roadway  rippling  towards  them.  The  driver  stopped  the  car  and  they  got  out  of  the 
vehicle  and  observed  the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge  approximately  one-quarter  of  a  mile  ahead  of 
them.  He  stated  that  he,  and  the  other  two  occupants  of  the  vehicle,  got  out  and  walked  back  to  YBI.  He 
stated  that  the  vehicle  was  undamaged  and  neither  he,  nor  the  other  occupants  of  the  vehicle,  were 
injured. 

W-77,  ..*****,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  13, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1345  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  i  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  50 
mph,  and  was  in  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and 
described  the  traffic  conditions  as  normal.  He  stated  that  he  felt  no  motion  associated  to  the 
earthquake,  but  noticed  that  the  radio  station  he  was  listening  to  went  off  the  air  and  that  the  tunnel 
lights  went  out.  He  stated  that  he  continued  to  drive  eastbound  and  got  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic. 
He  learned  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  people  who  were  walking  westbound  back  to  YBI.  He  stated  that 
he  got  out  of  his  vehicle  and  walked  back  to  YBI.  He  Indicated  that  when  he  looked  over  the  side  of  the 
bridge  he  saw  a  black  and  brown  ooze  bubbling  around  the  tower  footings.  He  eventually  got  a  ride 
from  YBI  to  San  Francisco. 

W-79,  **********,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 
16, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 100  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  >  stated  that  he  entered  the  SFOBB  sometime  after  the  earthquake  struck.  He  drove 
eastbound  and  became  stuck  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that  he  abandoned  his  vehicle  and  walked 
off  of  the  bridge.  His  vehicle  was  subsequently  towed  to  8th  and  Brannan  in  San  Francisco. 
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W-79,  .....*.»..,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 
1 0, 1 989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 1 00  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at 
30  to  40  mph,  and  was  east  of  the  Beale  Street  on-ramp  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he 
had  two  passengers  with  him  at  the  time,  *******  and  He  stated  that  he 

commutes  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  normal  to  heavy.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck 
his  vehicle  began  to  wobble  from  side  to  side,  like  it  had  four  flat  tires.  He  stated  that  he  slowed,  did  not 
stop,  and  then  continued  eastbound.  He  stated  that  he  noticed  other  drivers  slowing  and  indicated  that 
a  few  of  these  drivers  did  stop.  He  continued  to  drive  eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked 
traffic  east  of  YBI.  He  learned  of  the  bridge  collapse  from  a  passer-by  walking  westbound  toward  YBI.  He 
stated  that  he,  and  his  passengers,  walked  back  to  YBI  and  from  there  eventually  got  a  ride  back  to  San 
Francisco. 

W-80,  ........  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  8, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1920  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at  55  to  60 
mph,  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  began.  She  stated  that  she  uses  the  SFOBB  daily  and 
described  the  traffic  conditions  as  light.  She  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  her  car  started  to 
bounce  up  and  down  and  she  thought  that  both  her  front  tires  had  blown  out  or  her  front  axle  had 
snapped.  She  immediately  braked  her  vehicle  to  a  stop.  She  also  noticed  that  her  radio  suddenly 
went  dead.  She  stated  that  she  got  out  of  her  vehicle  to  examine  the  tires.  She  stated  that  the  radio 
came  back  on  and  announced  that  there  had  been  an  earthquake.  She  stated  that  she  looked  down 
the  roadway  and  saw  that  the  roadway  had  collapsed  approximately  1 00  to  1 50  yards  ahead  of  her.  She 
stated  that  she  saw  a  motorcycle  heading  the  wrong  way  and  then  saw  several  people  walking  away  from 
the  collapse  toward  her.  She  then  heard  a  voice  on  a  PA  system  telling  them  to  walk  back  to  the  island. 
She  couldnt  say  where  the  voice  on  the  PA  system  came  from.  She  stated  that  she  walked  to  YBI  and 
then  later  walked  back  to  her  vehicle  and  drove  it  off  of  the  bridge. 

W-81,  *...•*«••***•,  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  via  telephone  on 
October  25,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1330  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  .  .  .  .  '  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  being  driven  by  ***** .  She  stated 
that  they  were  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane,  at  approximately  65  mph.  She 
stated  that  she  uses  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  conditions  as  light  to  moderate.  She 
stated  that  they  were  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck  and  the  vehicle  started  to  sway  side  to 
side  like  It  had  four  flat  tires.  She  stated  that  the  driver  pulled  the  vehicle  over  and  came  to  a  stop  and 
they  got  out  and  checked  the  tires.  After  they  came  to  a  stop,  she  noticed  that  there  was  no  longer 
traffic  coming  westbound  from  behind  them.  She  stated  that  she  didn't  observe  any  movement  of  the 
bridge  during  the  earthquake.  She  stated  that  they  then  continued  westbound  on  the  bridge  and 
drove  into  San  Francisco. 

W-82,  •*•*•*•.».  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 
20. 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1815  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  •  •  stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  light  traffic,  in  the  number  five  traffic 
lane,  at  approximately  45  to  50  mph,  and  was  approaching  the  James  Lick  Freeway  at  Golf  when  the 
earthquake  struck.  Her  first  indication  that  something  was  wrong  came  when  traffic  ahead  of  her  came  to 
a  stop.  She  stated  that  she  eventually  got  off  the  bridge  at  YBI  and  went  to  the  upper  deck  and  drove 
westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-83,  *********,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 
16, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1700  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  *stated  that  he  was  driving  westbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  was  in  the  number  four  traffic 
lane  at  50  to  55  mph.  He  indicated  that  traffic  was  very  sparse.  He  had  just  entered  the  covered  portion 
of  the  bridge  when  he  experienced  a  side  to  side  motion  and  had  difficulty  in  controlling  his  vehicle.  He 
stated  that  he  slowed  his  vehicle  down  very  quickly  and  was  nearly  struck  by  a  large  truck.  He  stated  that 
he  heard  a  loud  noise  behind  him  but  didn't  know  if  it  was  the  bridge  collapsing  or  not.  He  also  indicated 
that  he  saw  the  bridge  tilting  from  side  to  side.  He  continued  westbound  into  San  Francisco. 

W-84,  *•**»**,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  8, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1000  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  driven  by  .  and  indicated  that 

they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  far  right  lane,  approximately  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  YBI. 
She  indicated  that  the  traffic  flow  was  lighter  than  normal  at  the  time.  She  stated  that  her  first  indication 
that  something  was  wrong  began  when  it  felt  like  the  vehicle  was  hitting  divider  bumps  and  the  car 
began  swerving  quickly  from  left  to  right.  She  stated  that  she  could  hear  the  bridge  making  grinding 
noises.  She  related  that  their  vehicle  came  to  a  stop  in  gridlocked  traffic  and  that  they  were  told  by  other 
people  on  the  bridge  that  it  had  collapsed  and  they  had  to  get  off.  They  got  out  of  their  vehicle  and 
walked  back  to  YBI.  They  later  returned  to  their  vehicle  and  drove  it  back  to  YBI,  exited  the  bridge  there, 
got  to  the  upper  deck,  and  proceeded  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-85,  .»  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

15, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0840  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  »  'Stated  that  he  was  at  work  in  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  later  got 
into  his  vehicle  and,  with  passenger  ********  drove  onto  the  SFOBB,  eastbound.  He 
proceeded  eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that  he  waited  for  30  to  45 
minutes  and  then  walked  off  the  bridge  into  San  Francisco.  He  stated  that  his  vehicle  was  subsequently 
towed  to  8th  and  Brannan. 

W-86,  ' ^  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  27,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1300  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  '  *  '  "  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  being  driven  by  '  '  *  He  stated 
that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  light  traffic,  and  were  travelling  approximately  45  mph  in  an 
unknown  lane.  He  stated  that  they  were  in  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  car  radio  announced  that  an 
earthquake  had  just  occurred.  He  stated  the  driver  continued  to  drive  eastbound  and  became  stopped 
in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  they  learned  of  the  bridge  collapse  from  other  people  who  were  running 
pctst  them  toward  the  west.  He  stated  that  they  eventually  drove  back  to  San  Francisco  by  getting  off 
the  bridge  at  YBI  and  going  to  the  upper  deck.  From  there  they  drove  westbound  back  Into  the  San 
Francisco. 
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W-87,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1545  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at 
35  mph,  and  was  on  the  suspension  portion  of  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that 
he  had  been  using  the  SFOBB  for  about  a  month  and  described  the  traffic  as  the  "usual  rush  traffic".  He 
stated  that  there  were  two  other  people  in  the  vehicle  with  him,  and  ******  *a.  He 

stated  that  he  did  not  feel  the  earthquake  but  did  notice  that  the  lights  in  the  YBI  tunnel  were  out  as  he 
went  through  it.  He  staled  that  he  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  east  of  YBI .  He  was  made  aware 
of  the  collapse  of  the  txidge  by  people  who  were  walking  westbound  on  the  bridge  past  his  location. 
Later  that  evening  he  was  able  to  drive  back  to  San  Francisco  by  driving  back  to  YBI,  going  to  the  upper 
deck,  and  then  proceeding  westbound  on  the  upper  deck. 

W-88,  *  ........  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  17, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0750  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness*  •  •  »  •  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  driven  by  *«**.•.  She  stated  that 
they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  4  lane,  at  50  mph,  and  were  between  San 
Francisco  and  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  travels  this  route  daily 
and  described  the  traffic  as  lighter  than  usual.  When  the  earthquake  struck  their  vehicle  began  swaying 
from  side  to  side  and  she  thought  that  they  had  a  flat  tire.  She  also  noticed  that  the  bridge  was  swaying 
from  side  to  side  as  well.  She  indicated  that  they  slowed  down  and  continued  travelling  eastbound. 
She  noticed  other  traffic  slowing  down  and  stopping.  She  noticed  that  the  lights  were  out  in  the  YBI 
tunnel  as  they  passed  through  it.  East  of  the  tunnel  they  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She 
staled  that  she  became  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  when  told  by  people  running  past  them  toward  YBI. 
They  were  able  to  turn  their  vehicle  around  approximately  two  and  a  half  hours  later  and  then  drove 
westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-89,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0830  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at 
55  mph,  and  was  just  west  of  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  drives  this 
route  about  once  a  week  and  described  the  traffic  as  "medium".  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake 
struck  his  car  began  to  shake  and  indicated  that  it  felt  "awkward".  He  slowed  down,  came  to  a  stop,  and 
noticed  that  other  traffic  was  doing  the  same.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  observe  the  bridge  structure 
moving.  He  stated  that  he  was  told  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  a  CHP  officer.  He  was  able  to  make  a  "U" 
turn  and  drive  back  to  San  Francisco  at  approximately  1845  hours. 

W-90,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

17, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0730  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness*  •  »  •  *  stated  that  she  had  just  entered  the  SFOBB  and  was  eastbound  in  the  number  three 
or  four  traffic  lane,  at  55  mph,  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  rarely  uses  the  SFOBB  and  described 
the  traffic  as  light.  She  stated  that  there  was  a  CHP  car  on  her  right.  When  the  earthquake  struck  it  felt 
as  if  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  saw  the  bridge  structure  moving  in  a  "wave  motion".  She  slowed  and 
brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop.  She  noticed  that  other  traffic  was  doing  the  same.  She  stated  that  the 
CHP  officer  got  on  his  P.A.  and  told  everyone  to  park.  Approximately  30  minutes  to  an  hour  later,  She 
got  to  YBI,  took  the  off  ramp,  then  was  directed  to  the  upper  deck  and  drove  westbound  on  the  upper 
deck  back  to  San  Rancisco. 
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W-91,  ********:,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  22, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1155  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at 
45  to  50  mph.  He  stated  that  he  uses  this  route  occasionally  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  He  stated 
he  was  on  the  approach  ramp  from  the  Embarcadero  Freeway  when  the  earthqual<e  struck.  He  stated 
that  his  vehicle  started  moving  from  side  to  side  and  the  thought  he  had  four  blowouts.  He  related  that 
he  did  not  see  the  structure  moving.  He  stated  that  he  slowed  down  and  started  to  pull  to  the  right, 
then  continued  eastbound  and  indicated  that  other  traffic  did  the  same.  He  stated  that  he  became 
stopped  in  traffic  on  YBI  and  became  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  from  people  walking  westbound  on 
the  bridge.  He  stated  that  he  got  off  on  YBI,  made  a  phone  call,  and  then  entered  the  on-ramp  to 
westbound  1-80  and  drove  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-92,  ************,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1015  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summcU7  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *******  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic 
lane,  at  50  mph.  She  stated  that  she  uses  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  very  light.  She 
stated  that  she  was  east  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  When  the  earthquake  struck 
her  car  began  making  "wavy"  movements,  left  to  right,  and  she  thought  something  was  wrong  with  it. 
She  brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop  and  noticed  that  other  drivers  had  done  the  same.  She  stated  that 
she  did  not  notice  the  bridge  moving.  She  became  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  when  a  motorcyclist 
came  riding  the  wrong  way  screaming  "its  the  end  of  the  world,  or  Its  the  end  of  the  road",  or  something 
like  that.  She  eventually  was  able  to  turn  her  vehicle  around  and  drive  westbound  on  the  lower  deck 
back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-93,  *********  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  via  telephone  on  November 
6, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1930  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  stated  that  he  was  at  work  In  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  Approximately 
30  minutes  later  he  left  work  and  got  onto  the  SFOBB,  going  eastbound,  and  made  it  to  mid-span 
before  becoming  stopped  In  gridlocked  traffic.  Approximately  15  minutes  later  he  saw  people  walking 
westbound  and  was  told  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  abandoned  his  vehicle  and  walked  off  of  the 
bridge. 

W-94,  *********  \,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 
22, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1335  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  *  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  In  the  number  one  traffic  lane,  at 
50  mph.  She  stated  that  she  commutes  every  day  and  described  the  traffic  as  very  light.  She  stated 
that  she  was  near  the  last  San  Francisco  exit  sign  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  her 
vehicle  t>egan  moving  from  side  to  side  and  she  thought  that  she  had  four  flat  tires.  She  stopped  her 
vehicle  and  noticed  that  other  traffic  was  doing  the  same.  She  stated  that  she  did  not  see  the  bridge 
structure  moving.  About  a  hour  later  she  was  able  to  exit  the  bridge  at  YBI,  get  back  onto  the  upper 
deck,  and  then  drive  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-95,  •••..»*..',  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 
10. 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0845  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  or  four  traffic 
lane,  at  55  mph,  and  was  just  west  of  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  began.  He  stated  that  he 
uses  the  SFOBB  about  once  a  week  and  described  the  traffic  as  very  light.  He  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  his  car  started  to  "squirm"  and  he  thought  he  was  getting  a  flat  tire.  He  slowed  down 
and  remained  in  his  traffic  lane  and  noticed  that  other  traffic  around  him  was  stopping.  He  was  not  aware 
that  it  was  an  earthquake  and  did  not  see  the  bridge  structure  moving.  He  stated  that  he  does  recall 
hearing  a  noise  "like  a  car  running  over  a  manhole  cover."  He  became  aware  that  the  bridge  span  had 
collapsed  when  one  of  his  passengers  told  him.  They  got  out  and  walked  to  see  the  collapsed  span 
Eventually  they  walked  back  to  YBI  and  got  a  ride  back  to  San  Francisco  on  an  AC  Transit  bus. 

W-96, '  •  .  .  .  .  •,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  via  telephone  on  November  21,1989. 
The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1510  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  .  stated  that  he  was  driving  in  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  After  the 
eartfiquake  struck  he  entered  the  SFOBB  and  drove  to  YBI,  where  he  became  stopped  in  gridlocked 
traffic.  He  saw  two  motorcyclists  riding  the  wrong  way  on  the  lower  deck  telling  people  that  the  bridge 
ahead  had  been  damaged.  He  was  able  to  exit  the  bridge  at  YBI  and  took  the  on-ramp  to  the  upper 
deck  and  then  proceeded  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-97,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Rich  James  via  telephone  on  October  24, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1720  hours.  The  Interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  stated  that  he  was  westbound  on  the  SFOBB.  In  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  45  to  50 
mph.  and  was  near  the  west  end  of  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily 
commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  light  to  moderate.  When  the  earthquake  struck  his  car  began 
swerving  from  side  to  side  and  was  extremely  difficult  to  control.  He  stated  that  he  was  forced  into  the 
right  lane.  He  related  that  he  thought  that  he  had  a  flat  tire,  so  he  slowed,  then  braked  to  a  stop.  He 
noticed  other  traffic  doing  the  same.  When  he  stopped,  he  could  see  the  bridge  ahead  of  him  swaying 
violently  from  side  to  side  and  noticed  that  it  had  waves  passing  longitudinally  through  it.  He  eventually 
continued  westbound  and  exited  the  freeway  at  US  101  and  Franklin  Street. 

W-98,  »•••••••,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  9, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1030  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness .  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  an  AC  Transit  bus  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  was  in  the 
number  five  traffic  lane,  at  45  to  50  mph,  and  was  just  passing  through  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the 
earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  travels  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  When  the 
earthquake  struck  he  saw  another  bus  bouncing  and  then  felt  his  bus  begin  to  bounce  and  pull  slightly 
to  the  right.  He  does  not  recall  seeing  the  bridge  structure  moving.  He  slowed  down  and  came  to  a 
stop  and  noticed  other  traffic  doing  the  same.  He  stated  that  his  bus  was  not  damaged  and  he  was  not 
injured.  He  stated  that  none  of  his  29  passengers  claimed  any  injury.  He  became  aware  of  the  bridge 
collapse  when  a  motorcyclist  came  riding  the  wrong  way  on  the  lower  deck  yelling  that  the  bridge  was 
collapsing. 


CALIFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

1-80  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  STATEMENT 


W-99,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

17, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0745  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness »  •  »  *  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  an  AC  Transit  bus  which  was  eastbound  on  the 
SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at  an  unknown  speed.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and 
described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  feel  the  earthquake  and  did  not  see  any 
bridge  structure  movement.  He  indicated  that  the  bus  stopped  safely  in  traffic  east  of  YBI.  He  stated 
that  he  became  aware  of  the  bridge  failure  when  a  motorcyclist  came  by  going  the  wrong  way  and  telling 
everyone  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  got  out  of  the  bus  and  ran  back  to  YBI.  He  saw  a  CHP 
officer  and  heard  him  telling  people  to  go  back  to  their  cars.  He  ignored  this  and  started  directing  traffic 
from  the  number  one  traffic  lane,  off  the  bridge  onto  YBI,  west  of  the  tunnel.  He  saw  these  people  go  to 
the  upper  deck  and  then  go  west  toward  San  Francisco.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  see  anyone  else 
directing  traffic  and  did  not  see  anyone  go  the  wrong  way  toward  Oakland  once  they  got  to  the  upper 
deck.  He  eventually  ran  all  the  way  back  to  San  Francisco  and  got  off  of  the  bridge  at  Freemont  Street. 

W-100,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

13,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1325  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  •  *  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane, 
at  50  to  55  mph,  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  uses  the  SFOBB 
about  four  times  a  week  and  described  the  traffic  as  "mild,  with  no  traffic  jams".  She  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  her  car  felt  like  it  was  out  of  control.  She  related  that  she  kept  driving  eastbound,  as 
did  other  traffic  around  her,  and  then  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She  stated  that  she  did  not 
look  at  the  bridge  structure  to  see  if  it  was  moving.  She  became  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  when  a 
motorcyclist  came  riding  the  wrong  way  on  the  lower  deck  telling  people  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She 
left  her  car  on  the  bridge  and  ran  and  walked  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-101,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

14, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1450  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at 
55  mph,  and  was  west  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  uses  the 
SFOBB  frequently  and  described  the  traffic  as  "real  smooth".  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake 
struck  it  felt  as  if  he  had  a  flat  tire.  He  stated  it  looked  as  if  the  vehicle  ahead  of  him  also  had  a  flat  tire.  He 
continued  eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  was  advised  by  people  walking 
westbound  on  the  bridge  that  it  had  collapsed.  He  abandoned  his  vehicle  and  walked  back  to  YBI. 
From  there  he  went  to  the  upper  deck  and  got  a  ride,  westbound,  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-102,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

9,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1640  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness »  »  »  ■'Stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at 
50  mph,  and  was  just  east  of  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is  a  daily 
commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  about  normal,  or  a  little  lighter  than  usual.  She  stated  that  when 
the  earthquake  struck  she  felt  an  up  and  down  vibration  as  well  as  a  swaying  from  left  to  right.  She 
thought  that  she  had  four  flat  tires.  She  backed  off  of  the  gas  pedal,  then  had  to  use  her  brakes  to  slow 
and  stop  because  of  traffic  ahead  of  her.  She  noticed  that  the  bridge  structure  was  swaying.  She  could 
see  the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge  and  could  see  small  pieces  of  debris  were  still  falling.  She 
immediately  abandoned  her  vehicle  and  walked  off  of  the  bridge. 
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W-103,  •••••••••••  ^  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  l\^orrill  via  telephone  on 

November  21.  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1500  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness »  •  .  .  .  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane, 
at  45  mph,  and  was  approximately  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck. 
He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck,  the  left  side  of  his  vehicle  dropped  and  then  the  entire  vehicle  started  rocking  from 
side  to  side.  It  felt  as  if  both  left  side  tires  were  flat.  He  stated  that  he  slowed  down,  as  did  other  traffic 
around  him.  He  described  the  motion  of  the  bridge  structure  as  "the  pavement  appeared  to  be  a  wave". 
He  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  and  became  aware  of  the  bridge  failure  when  some  young  men 
came  running  westbound  past  his  vehicle  yelling  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  About  an  hour  and  15 
minutes  later  he  was  able  to  turn  his  vehicle  around  and  get  off  of  the  bridge  at  YBI.  He  then  went  to  the 
upper  deck  and  drove  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-104,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  17, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0930  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane, 
at  50  mph,  and  was  west  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the 
traffic  as  lighter  than  normal.  When  the  earthquake  struck,  she  described  the  motion  of  her  vehicle  as 
"like  being  on  a  toboggan  in  a  shoot"  and  thought  that  her  wheels  were  coming  off.  She  slowed  her 
vehicle  and  brought  it  to  a  stop.  She  noticed  that  some  of  the  other  traffic  was  doing  the  same.  She 
indicated  that  she  didn't  notice  the  bridge  structure  motion.  She  found  out  about  the  bridge  collapse 
from  other  people  walking  past  her  location.  She  was  able  to  turn  around  and  drive  westbound  on  the 
lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco  at  about  1 730  hours. 

W-105,  •••.....•«•,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  3, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 145  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at 
50  mph,  and  was  west  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is  a  daily 
commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  lighter  than  normal.  When  the  earthquake  struck  her  car  felt 
"sluggish",  as  if  it  had  four  flat  tires.  She  also  noticed  that  the  car  radio  quit  working.  She  stated  that  she 
continued  driving  eastbound  and  got  through  the  tunnel  on  YBI  and  then  became  stopped  in 
gridlocked  traffic.  She  stated  that  she  could  see  scaffolding  and  some  signs  swinging  on  the  bridge 
and  heard  the  bridge  moan  and  creak.  She  was  stopped  for  three  to  five  minutes  before  people  came 
running  westbound  yelling  that  the  bridge  had  fallen.  She  and  her  passenger  got  out  of  the  vehicle  and 
walked  back  to  YBI.  They  later  returned  to  their  vehicle,  turned  around  and  drove  back  to  YBI.  They 
exited  the  bridge  at  YBI  then  re-entered  the  upper  deck  and  drove  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-106, ........  -  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Harold  Haupt  via  telephone  on  December  6, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1515  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  •  ^stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at 
45  to  50  mph,  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  described  the  traffic  conditions  as 
moderate.  When  the  earthquake  struck  he  thought  he  had  three  flat  tires  and  immediately  slowed  down 
and  then  came  to  a  stop  about  100  to  150  feet  west  of  the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge.  He  stated 
that  he  did  not  realize  it  was  an  earthquake  until  he  put  his  hand  on  the  bridge  rail.  He  related  that  It  felt 
like  an  electric  razor  in  his  hand.  By  the  time  he  got  to  the  collapsed  span,  the  occupants  of  the 
vehicles  in  the  span  were  already  out  of  their  vehicles. 
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W-107,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  via  telephone  on 

November  20,  1 989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1 1 00  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness*  *  *  *  *  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane, 
at  40  to  50  mph,  and  was  about  100  yards  from  the  Sterling  Street  on-ramp  when  the  earthquake  struck. 
He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  When  the  earthquake 
struck  he  experienced  a  rocking  sensation  and  thought  he  had  four  flat  tires.  He  slowed  his  vehicle 
down  and  then  continued  eastbound.  He  noticed  other  traffic  slowing  and  some  stopping.  He 
indicated  that  he  did  not  see  any  motion  of  the  bridge  structure.  He  eventually  became  stopped  in 
gridlocked  traffic.  He  was  made  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  people  walking  westbound  past  his 
location.  He  was  able  to  get  his  vehicle  off  the  bridge  about  an  hour  and  a  half  later  by  using  YBI  to  turn 
around  to  the  upper  deck,  then  drove  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  to  San  Francisco. 

W-108,»  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

18, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1400  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  .  »  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at 
50  mph,  and  was  in  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter 
and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate.  He  stated  that  his  vehicle  radio  went  out  when  the  earthquake 
struck.  He  indicated  that  he  did  not  feel  any  shaking  associated  with  the  earthquake.  He  continued 
eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  at  first  he  thought  there  was  a  bad 
accident  ahead,  but  became  aware  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  when  he  saw  motorcycles  and  people 
coming  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge.  He  stated  that  he  abandoned  his  vehicle  and  walked  eastbound 
to  the  collapsed  portion  of  the  bridge.  He  indicated  that  he  stayed  there  for  about  25  to  30  minutes  and 
then  climbed  across  the  damaged  span  and  walked  eastbound  off  of  the  bridge.  He  stated  that  the  fatal 
accident  had  not  occun-ed  during  the  period  of  time  he  was  at  the  collapsed  span. 

W-109,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  10, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1250  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  stated  that  he  was  in  San  Francisco  at  Bush  and  Montgomery  streets  when  the 
earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  then  drove  on  the  transition  road  from  southbound  SR  480  to 
eastbound  1-80  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that  he  could  see  the  support 
beams  for  the  SFOBB  swaying  side  to  side  approximately  3  feet  after  the  earthquake.  He  abandoned 
his  vehicle  and  walked  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-110,»  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

20, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1425  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness »  »  *  *  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  or  two  traffic 
lane,  at  60  mph,  and  was  east  of  the  portion  of  the  bridge  that  had  collapsed  when  the  earthquake 
struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  He  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  started  to  swerve  from  side  to  side,  similar  to  a  "pylon  test".  He  stated  that 
he  steered  for  control  and  slowed  his  vehicle,  then  continued  driving  eastbound  on  the  bridge  toward 
Oakland.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  see  any  motion  of  the  bridge,  but  heard  a  scraping  metallic  noise, 
with  a  loud  crash,  and  thought  a  ship  had  hit  the  bridge.  He  could  see  light  poles  swaying  as  he  exited 
the  east  end  of  the  bridge,  near  the  Caltrans  administration  building. 
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W-111,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  22,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1300  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  .  .  »  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at 
40  mph,  and  was  just  coming  out  of  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he 
drives  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his 
radio  went  dead  and  the  lights  in  the  tunnel  went  out.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  feel  any  movement  in 
his  vehicle.  He  stated  that  he  continued  to  drive  eastbound  and  came  to  a  stop  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He 
indicated  that  he  could  see  the  collapsed  bridge  span  and  saw  a  cloud  of  dust  at  the  area  of  the  bridge 
failure.  He  stated  that  he  was  the  last  vehicle  to  use  the  lower  deck  to  drive  westbound  back  to  San 
Francisco. 

W-112,  ....»..».».,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  21,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1615  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  •  •  *  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  55 
mph,  and  was  just  past  the  San  Francisco  anchorage  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a 
daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  very  light.  When  the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  started  to 
rock  and  roll  at  the  Scime  time  and  he  started  to  lose  control  of  his  vehicle.  He  stated  that  he  thought  that 
he  had  a  flat  tire.  He  stated  that  he  slowed  down,  as  did  other  traffic  around  him,  and  then  continued 
eastbound  until  he  came  to  a  stop  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that  he  recalls  the  cables  of  the  bridge 
swaying  back  and  forth.  He  became  aware  of  the  bridge  failure  when  people  came  running  westbound 
and  yelling  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  stated  that  after  about  an  hour  or  so  he  got  to  YBI  and 
made  his  way  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  proceed  westbound,  on  the  upper  deck,  back  to  San 
Francisco. 

W-113,  •  .......»,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0820  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  .  .stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at 
about  45  to  50  mph,  and  was  at  the  San  Francisco  anchorage  when  the  earthquake  occurred.  She 
stated  that  she  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  she  felt  an  erratic  movement  on  "each  tire"  of  her  vehicle  and  she  began  to  slow 
down,  as  did  the  other  traffic  around  her.  She  stated  that  she  did  not  see  any  motion,  or  movement,  of 
the  bridge  structure.  She  was  told  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  people  walking  off  of  the  bridge.  She 
stated  that  she  got  off  of  the  lower  deck  at  YBI,  made  her  way  to  the  upper  deck,  and  drove  westbound, 
on  the  upper  deck,  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-114,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  29,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0930  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  .  .  «  »  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane, 
at  approximately  55  mph,  and  had  just  passed  the  Oakland  city  limit  sign  when  the  earthquake  struck. 
She  described  the  traffic  as  light.  When  the  earthquake  began  she  felt  a  side  to  side  movement  of  her 
vehicle  and  heard  a  loud  noise,  as  she  watched  the  upper  deck  bridge  span  fall  in  front  of  her.  She 
described  the  span  failure  as  "like  watching  a  huge  overhead  door  close".  She  stated  that  she  braked 
to  a  stop  as  did  the  other  vehicles  around  her.  She  indicated  that  she  did  not  see  how  the  two  vehicles 
got  into  the  gap.  She  related  that  the  vehicle  behind  her  had  a  mobile  phone  and  the  driver  of  that 
vehicle  called  91 1  and  told  them  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  walked  from  her  car  toward  YBI. 
Just  before  she  got  to  YBI  she  heard  a  Caltrans  employee  telling  people  to  go  back  to  their  cars.  She 
walked  back  to  her  car  and  eventually  drove  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-115,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  21, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1005  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  »  •  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  of  a  vehicle  driven  by 
which  was  travelling  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  on  the  suspension  portion  of  the  bridge,  in  the  number 
four  traffic  lane,  at  about  35  mph.  He  stated  that  he  travels  this  route  daily  and  described  the  traffic  as 
"average".  When  the  earthquake  struck  he  felt  a  rolling  sensation  and  it  felt  like  the  vehicle  had  a  flat 
tire.  He  stated  that  the  vehicle  ahead  of  them  began  to  move  "funny".  He  stated  that  the  driver  began 
to  slow  the  vehicle,  as  did  other  traffic  around  them,  and  then  continued  driving  east.  He  stated  that  the 
roadway  "kinda  rolled".  He  stated  that  they  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  and  were  made  aware 
of  the  bridge  collapse  by  people  running  westbound  toward  them  yelling  that  the  bridge  was  collapsing. 
About  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  later  they  were  able  to  drive  to  YBI,  exited  the  lower  deck,  made  their 
way  to  the  upper  deck,  and  then  drove  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-116,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  13, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0808  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness »  •  •  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  50  mph, 
and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  drives  this  route  daily  and  described 
the  traffic  as  moderate.  When  the  earthquake  struck  he  felt  a  side  to  side  and  up  and  down  motion,  and 
heard  the  noise  of  metal  "croaking  and  moaning".  He  braked  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  and  noticed  that  other 
traffic  was  also  braking  and  swerving.  He  stated  that  he  saw  the  bridge  structure  moving  from  side  to 
side  and  moving  in  a  "wave"  in  an  up  and  down  direction.  After  he  got  out  of  his  car,  he  noticed  that  the 
upper  deck  ahead  of  him  had  fallen.  He  left  his  car  and  walked  off  of  the  bridge. 

W-117,  *******,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  17, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1105  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  »  •  stated  that  he  had  just  gotten  onto  the  SFOBB,  where  the  busses  get  on,  and  was 
driving  eastbound  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane  at  about  50  mph  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He 
stated  that  he  uses  the  bridge  every  day  and  described  the  traffic  as  "the  usual  heavy  traffic".  When  the 
earthquake  struck  he  felt  the  back  of  his  vehicle  begin  to  sway  and  he  braked  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  to 
check  for  a  flat  tire.  He  stated  he  did  not  see  the  bridge  structure  moving.  He  became  aware  that  the 
bridge  had  collapsed  when  other  people,  who  were  running  westbound  on  the  bridge,  told  him  of  it. 
About  45  minutes  later  he  drove  from  the  bridge  to  Treasure  Island  and  from  there  up  to  the  upper  deck 
and  westbound  back  to  San  Rancisco. 

W-118,  *********,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 
9, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1903  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  Interview. 

Witness  *  *  *  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  or  four  traffic 
lane,  at  approximately  50  to  60  mph,  and  was  near  the  tunnel  on  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She 
stated  that  she  uses  the  bridge  three  to  four  times  per  week  and  described  the  traffic  as  moderate. 
When  the  earthquake  struck  it  felt  like  her  car  hit  a  bump  or  got  a  flat  tire.  She  slowed  to  25  mph  and 
continued  for  a  short  distance  and  then  stopped  because  of  severe  shaking.  She  saw  other  vehicles 
swerving  out  of  their  lanes  and  either  hitting  the  bridge  or  other  vehicles.  She  heard  a  loud  booming 
sound  and  thought  that  a  boat  had  hit  the  bridge.  She  also  saw  chips  of  concrete,  rocks  and  dirt  falling 
from  overhead.  After  coming  to  a  stop  she  saw  what  appeared  to  be  lanes  going  into  the  air  and  didnt 
realize  anything  was  wrong  until  a  motorcycle  rider  told  her  the  bridge  was  collapsing.  It  was  at  this  point 
that  she  realized  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  looked  around  and  saw  that  she  was  only  about  50  feet 
from  the  collapsed  span.  After  the  motorcyclist  took  off,  she  locked  her  car  and  ran  toward  the  island. 
She  stated  that  she  did  not  see  the  bridge  span  fall. 
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W-119,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on 

November  8,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1600  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  stated  that  she  was  at  4th  and  Howard,  pulling  out  of  a  garage,  when  the  earthquake 
struck.  She  stated  that  her  vehicle  experienced  a  violent  shaking  and  rocked  from  side  to  side.  She 
entered  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  after  the  earthquake,  and  was  travelling  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane 
at  25  to  30  mph.  She  staled  that  she  got  to  within  approximately  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  YBI  and 
became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She  related  that  her  vehicle  was  not  damaged  in  the  earthquake. 
She  stated  that  she  heard  from  passing  pedestrians  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  left  her  vehicle 
and  walked  back  to  San  Francisco.  Her  vehicle  was  subsequently  towed  by  Caltrans.  She  stated  that 
tfie  Caltrans  tow  truck  did  some  damage  to  her  vehicle. 

W-120,   .  .  .  «  *^  was  Interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1730  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  -  .  stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at  35 
mph,  and  was  at  2nd  street  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is  a  daily  commuter  and 
described  the  traffic  as  very  light.  When  the  earthquake  started  her  car  started  to  swerve  and  she 
thought  she  had  a  flat  tire.  She  slowed  and  noticed  that  other  traffic  was  also  slowing  and  stopping. 
She  continued  eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She  stated  that  she  does  not 
recall  seeing  the  bridge  structure  moving.  She  was  told  by  people  running  by  her  vehicle  that  the 
bridge  had  collapsed.  About  2  hours  after  the  earthquake  she  was  able  to  get  off  of  the  lower  deck  at 
YBI.  make  her  way  to  the  upper  deck,  and  drive  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-121,  .........  ^  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Bill  Esmay  via  telephone  on  November  17, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0900  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  .  .  •  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the 
earthquake  began.  She  stated  that  traffic  was  sparse  to  light.  When  the  earthquake  began  she  thought 
that  her  tires  had  blown.  She  brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop  about  10  car  lengths  from  the  break  in  the 
bridge.  She  stated  that  the  other  traffic  around  her  also  brought  their  vehicles  to  a  stop  in  an  orderly 
fashion.  She  staled  that  two  motorcyclists  came  by  her  going  the  wrong  way  on  the  bridge  and  blowing 
their  horns  After  she  came  to  a  stop  she  heard  that  a  woman  had  jumped  and  all  kinds  of  rumors.  She 
was  told  by  a  CHP  officer  to  walk  to  the  island  for  safety.  She  was  able  to  get  her  car  off  of  the  bridge  at 
somewhere  between  1 930  and  2030  by  driving  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-122,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

8,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1435  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  ,*  •  stated  that  she  was  at  work  in  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  later 
drove  onto  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She  was  told  by  people 
walking  off  of  the  bridge  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  She  abandoned  her  vehicle  on  the  bridge  and 
walked  westbound  back  to  San  Francisco.  Her  vehicle  was  subsequently  towed  from  the  bridge. 
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W-123,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

16, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1530  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  »  » stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane,  at  20 
mph,  and  was  east  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter 
and  described  the  traffic  as  normal  to  heavy.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  he  didnl  feel 
any  motion  but  noticed  that  the  radio  station  he  was  listening  to  went  off  of  the  air.  He  continued  driving 
eastbound  and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  learned  of  the  bridge  collapse  from  people 
walking  on  the  bridge  toward  Treasure  Island.  His  vehicle  was  not  damaged  and  he  was  not  injured. 

W-124,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  20, 1989  and  again  on  January  9, 1990  by  Investigator  George  Morrill.  The  January  9th  interview 
was  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  those  interviews. 

Witness  ♦  *  *  i  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  being  driven  by*  which 
was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at  50  mph.  She  indicated  that  they  were 
east  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  When  the  earthquake  struck  she  felt  the  vehicle 
begin  to  shake  toward  the  right  and  move  up  and  down.  She  related  that  she  could  see  the  bridge 
moving  up  and  down,  "like  a  water  bed".  She  stated  that  Diane  brought  the  vehicle  to  an  immediate 
stop  and  indicated  that  this  took  possibly  20  to  30  seconds.  She  related  that  she  saw  the  upper  deck  fall 
and  indicated  that  it  appeared  to  fall  as  their  vehicle  was  coming  to  a  stop.  She  stated  that  Diane 
immediately  began  to  back  away  from  the  fallen  span.  She  related  that  she  saw  a  red  car,  on  their  left, 
crash  into  the  gap  and  indicated  that  it  was  "almost  simultaneous  with  our  backing  up".  She  stated  that 
she  did  not  see  the  car  that  fell  from  the  upper  deck  until  it  was  already  at  rest.  She  described  the  failure 
of  the  upper  span  as  "the  same  as  an  automatic  garage  door  closing,  only  in  fast  motion".  She  stated  it 
sounded  like  "a  big  rolling  metal  garage  door  falling  down".  She  stated  that  she  did  not  see  the  lower 
deck  fall.  She  indicated  that  the  bridge  was  still  shaking  after  the  vehicle  was  brought  to  a  stop.  She 
stated  that  they  started  walking  toward  YBI  three  times,  but  never  got  there.  She  did  not  see  the  fatal 
accident  involving  the  vehicle  that  fell  into  the  gap.  She  related  that  approximately  4  hours  after  the 
earthquake,  they  were  able  to  turn  around  and  drive  westbound,  on  the  lower  deck,  back  to  San 
Francisco. 

W-125,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on 

November  22,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1245  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summziry  of  that  interview. 

Witness  «  *  »  « i  stated  that  he  was  driving  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  an  unknown  lane,  at  50  mph, 
and  was  west  of  the  collapsed  section  of  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  he  is  a 
frequent  user  of  the  SFOBB  and  described  the  traffic  as  light  on  the  SFOBB  and  very  light  on  the 
Cypress  Viaduct.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  became  very  hard  to  steer  and 
he  thought  that  he  had  a  flat  tire.  He  slowed  down  and  then  kept  driving  westbound.  He  related  that 
the  bridge  structure  moved  in  a  "wave  like  action".  He  stated  that  he  heard  a  noise  during  the 
earthquake,  but  did  not  know  if  this  was  the  bridge  span  collapsing. 

W-126,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November  9, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1405  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness «  «  «  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane,  at  40 
mph,  and  was  about  one  mile  east  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  When  the 
earthquake  struck,  he  felt  his  truck  begin  to  shake,  he  took  his  foot  off  of  the  gas  pedal,  and  kept  going 
eastbound.  He  stated  that  he  came  to  a  stop  about  one  mile  east  of  the  island  and  never  saw  the 
collapsed  bridge  span.  He  related  that  he  learned  of  the  failure  of  the  bridge  when  a  bunch  of  people 
came  running  toward  him  and  told  him  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  At  this  point  he  decided  to  leave 
his  truck  and  ran  back  to  the  island.  His  vehicle  was  eventually  towed  off  of  the  bridge. 
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W-127,  ,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 

November  17,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1945  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  he  had  just  entered  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  and  was  in  the  number  five 
traffic  lane  at  55  to  60  mph.  He  staled  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  nonnal.  He 
related  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  felt  as  if  it  were  wobbling  from  side  to  side,  and  he 
thought  that  he  had  two  flat  tires.  He  eventually  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  He  stated  that 
sometime  between  2100  and  2130  hours  he  was  able  to  get  to  YBI,  exit  to  the  upper  deck,  and  then 
return  westbound  to  San  Francisco. 

W-128,  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■>,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

18.  1989  and  again  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  on  January  9,  1990.  The  January  9th  interview  was  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  those  interviews. 

Witness  •  •  •  staled  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  40  to  45 
mph.  and  was  east  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is  a  daily  commuter  and 
described  the  traffic  as  light.  She  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  she  had  a  sensation  of  three 
distinct  movements.  At  first  she  felt  as  if  she  had  a  flat  tire  and  began  to  slow  down,  then  it  felt  as  If  she 
were  in  a  rut  and  she  slowed  down  even  more,  then  her  vehicle  began  to  shake  violently  and  bounce 
up  and  down  and  she  brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop.  She  descrit)ed  the  motion  of  the  bridge  as,  "like 
shaking  a  towel,  like  a  wave".  She  related  that  she  first  saw  a  water  pipe  break,  then  dust  from  the  top 
section  falling,  then  the  top  deck  came  down.  She  related  that  she  had  her  foot  on  the  brake  pedal  and 
believes  the  lop  deck  came  down  just  as  she  came  to  a  slop.  She  felt  the  impact  and  heard  two  distinct 
sounds,  one  when  it  hit.  and  one  a  few  seconds  later.  She  slated  that  she  came  to  a  stop  about  three 
car  lengths  from  the  collapsed  section  and  noticed  that  the  bridge  was  still  shaking.  She  saw  the  silver 
car  in  the  gap,  but  does  not  recall  seeing  the  red  car.  She  does  not  know  how  either  car  got  there.  She 
did  not  see  the  fatal  collision  involving  the  vehicle  that  fell  into  the  gap.  She  got  out  of  her  vehicle  and 
walked  back  to  YBI.  She  later  returned  to  her  vehicle  and  drove  it  westbound,  on  the  lower  deck,  back 
to  San  Francisco.  She  stated  that  she  received  bruises  to  her  shoulder  from  her  seatbelt. 

W-129,  .••...«••••,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on 
November  9, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1330  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape 
recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  staled  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  at  50  to  55  mph,  and  was  in  one  of  the 
three  middle  lanes,  west  of  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  started  shaking  up  and  down  and  forward  control  was  difficult.  He  stated 
that  he  slowed  down  and  continued  driving  eastbound  and  went  through  the  YBI  tunnel.  When  he 
went  through  the  tunnel  he  noticed  that  the  tunnel  lights  were  out.  He  staled  that  he  did  not  see  the 
bridge  moving,  as  he  was  concentrating  on  his  driving.  He  slated  that  he  became  stopped  in  gridlocked 
traffic  and  was  made  aware  of  the  bridge  failure  when  people  came  running  past  him  telling  him  that  the 
bridge  had  collapsed.  He  slated  that  he  walked  to  YBI  and  his  vehicle  was  eventually  towed  to  YBI. 

W-130,"  .»•••••,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  17, 
1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1630  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness'  »  •  slated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane,  at  50 
mph.  and  had  just  entered  the  middle  span  west  of  YBI  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  slated  that  he 
is  a  daily  commuter  and  desaibed  the  traffic  as  medium.  He  slated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  his 
radio  went  dead  and  his  vehicle  began  rocking  from  side  to  side.  He  staled  that  he  brought  his  vehicle 
to  a  Slop,  as  did  other  traffic  around  him.  He  stated  thai  he  saw  the  bridge  swaying  from  side  to  side.  He 
related  that  he  t>ecame  slopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  east  of  YBI.  He  eventually  returned  to  YBI,  exiled 
the  lower  deck  and  then  took  the  upper  deck,  westbound,  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-131,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November  17, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1330  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness*  •  »  stated  that  she  was  a  passenger  in  a  vehicle  being  driven  by  her  husband, 
and  indicated  that  they  were  eastbound  in  the  number  one  traffic  lane,  at  about  50  mph,  and  were  just 
entering  the  middle  span,  west  of  YBI,  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  the  radio  in  the  vehicle  went  dead  and  the  vehicle  felt  as  if  someone  were  rocking  it 
side  to  side.  She  stated  that  her  husband  brought  the  vehicle  to  a  stop  and  indicated  that  other  traffic 
did  the  same.  She  also  noticed  the  bridge  swaying  from  side  to  side.  She  related  that  they  became 
stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  east  of  YBI  and  were  told  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  passer-bys.  She  stated 
that  they  got  back  to  YBI  about  20  minutes  later,  exited  the  lower  deck,  then  took  the  upper  deck, 
westbound,  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-132,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Morrill  via  telephone  on  November 

20, 1989  and  then  again  on  January  1 1 , 1989.  The  January  1 1th  interview  was  tape  recorded.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  those  interviews. 

Witness  '  •  •  stated  that  she  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  40  to 
45  mph,  and  was  east  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she  is  a  daily 
commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  very  light.  She  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  her 
vehicle  began  to  shake  sideways  from  left  to  right,  like  having  a  flat  tire.  She  stated  that  she  started  to 
slow  down,  then  felt  more  shaking,  and  brought  her  vehicle  to  a  stop.  She  related  that  she  was  almost 
stopped  when  she  saw  the  upper  deck  fall.  She  described  the  span  failure  as,  "pew,  like  a  curtain  It 
dropped".  She  stated  that  the  structure  was  moving  "like  a  strong  wind  was  blowing  it".  She  related  that 
she  came  to  a  stop  about  10  car  lengths  from  the  span  and  does  not  recall  seeing  any  vehicles  fall  into  it. 
She  stated  that  she  got  out  of  her  vehicle  and  walked  back  toward  YBI.  She  related  that  before  she  got 
there  she  was  told  to  return  to  her  car  by  a  CHP  motor  officer.  She  retumed  to  her  vehicle  and  saw  three 
vehicles  in  the  gap,  two  on  the  lower  deck,  and  one  part  way  on  the  collapsed  span.  She  eventually  was 
able  to  drive  westbound,  on  the  lower  deck,  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-133,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Robert  Powers  via  telephone  on 

November  20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1045  hours.  The  interview  was  not 
tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  «  *  *  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  traffic  lane,  at  40  to 
45  mph,  and  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  Sterling  Street  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated 
that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  that  traffic  was  light  to  moderate.  When  the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle 
started  a  rocking  motion  and  it  felt  as  if  he  had  four  flat  tires.  He  stated  that  he  eventually  became 
stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  about  one  mile  east  of  YBI  and  was  told  by  passer-bys  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed.  He  stated  that  he  does  not  recall  seeing  any  motion  of  the  bridge.  He  stated  that  after  about 
one  hour  they  were  directed  by  CHP  and  Caltrans  to  back  up  and  turn  around.  They  eventually 
returned  to  YBI,  picked  up  some  other  passengers,  and  returned  to  San  Francisco. 

W-134, »  » i,  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Max  Santiago  via  telephone  on  November 

13, 1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1435  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  *  *  »  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  three  traffic  lane, 
at  30  mph,  and  was  at  the  San  Francisco  anchorage  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  that  she 
heard  on  the  radio  that  an  earthquake  had  struck,  then  felt  an  up  and  down  motion,  like  a  roller  coaster, 
in  a  "wave  like"  motion  from  front  to  rear.  She  stated  that  she  began  braking  and  slowing  down  and 
noticed  other  traffic  around  her  doing  the  same.  She  stated  that  the  roadway  was  moving  like  a  rolling 
wave  toward  her  from  east  to  west.  She  stated  that  she  eventually  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic 
and  was  made  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  passer-bys.  She  abandoned  her  vehicle  and,  with  her 
children,  walked  back  to  YBI. 
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W-135,  •     was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November  9, 

1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1133  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  •  •  stated  that  she  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  two  traffic  lane,  at  65 
to  70  mph,  and  was  in  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  She  stated  when  the  earthquake 
struck  her  vehicle  started  to  shake  left  to  right  and  felt  like  It  had  a  flat  tire.  She  stated  the  vehicle  was 
erratic  and  hard  to  control  but  she  braked  and  steered  to  a  stop.  She  stated  that  it  appeared  that  other 
drivers  were  having  the  same  problem  as  they  were  also  braking,  slowing  down,  and  coming  to  a  stop. 
She  described  the  movement  of  the  bridge  structure  as  a  "crazy",  up  and  down  motion.  She  stated 
that  she  eventually  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  She  became  aware  that  the  bridge  had  failed 
when  a  lady  walked  past  her,  tapped  on  her  window,  and  yelled,  'Ihe  bridge  is  falling,  run  for  your  life". 
She  abandoned  her  vehicle  and  it  was  later  towed  from  the  bridge  to  8th  and  Brannan  in  San  Francisco. 

W-136,  •  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 

13,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1430  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 


Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  a  passenger  in  the  right  front  of  a  vehicle  being  driven  by 
He  stated  that  they  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  four  lane,  at  50  mph,  and  were  in  the 
YBI  tunnel  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  related  that  he  did  not  feel  the  earthquake,  but  saw  the 
lights  in  the  tunnel  go  out.  When  they  exited  the  tunnel,  they  noticed  dust  in  the  air.  They  eventually 
became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  and  were  made  aware  of  the  bridge  failure  by  people  walking 
briskly  on  the  bridge  toward  YBI.  He  stated  that  he  walked  back  to  YBI  and  from  there  got  a  ride  back  to 
San  Francisco. 

W-137,  ~*  interviewed  by  Investigator  George  Momll  via  telephone  on  November 

20,  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  1110  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  *  '  'stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  Beale  Street  on-ramp  to  eastbound  SFOBB 
at  10  to  15  mph  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  stated  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the 
traffic  as  very  light.  He  stated  that  when  the  earthquake  struck  he  felt  a  side  to  side  and  up  and  down 
motion  and  noticed  that  the  vehicle  ahead  of  him  was  weaving  all  over  the  place.  He  stated  that  he 
braked  and  brought  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  as  did  other  traffic.  He  related  that  he  continued  eastbound 
and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  about  50  yards  east  of  YBI.  He  stated  that  he  was  told  by 
people  running  westbound  on  the  bridge  that  it  had  collapsed.  He  stated  that  approximately  45 
minutes  later  he  was  able  to  get  off  of  the  lower  deck,  make  his  way  to  the  upper  deck,  and  proceeded 
westtx)und,  on  the  upper  deck,  back  to  San  Francisco. 

W-138,  •  •  '  •  •  '  was  interviewed  by  Investigator  Dennis  Turner  via  telephone  on  November 
20.  1989.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  approximately  0910  hours.  The  interview  was  not  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness «  »  •  •  stated  that  he  was  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  in  the  number  five  traffic  lane,  at  50  mph, 
and  was  approximately  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Treasure  Island  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He 
related  that  he  is  a  daily  commuter  and  described  the  traffic  as  light.  He  related  that  when  the 
earthquake  struck  he  felt  his  vehicle  wobble  forward  and  backward  and  it  felt  as  if  he  had  flat  tires.  He 
stated  that  he  braked  and  slowed  down  to  about  1 0  mph  and  continued  eastbound  on  the  bridge, 
eventually  becoming  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  east  of  YBI.  He  stated  that  he  became  aware  of  the 
bridge  failure  when  a  motorcyclist  came  by,  going  the  wrong  direction,  telling  people  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed.  He  stated  that  he  walked  to  YBI  and  then  later  returned  to  his  vehicle  and  drove  it 
westbound,  on  the  lower  deck,  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-139,  Officer  was  interviewed  at  the  San  Francisco  CHP  office  on  11-17-89,  by  Sgt. 

Joyner.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

Officer  .  •  »  » related  he  was  working  the  afternoon  shift  in  the  San  Francisco  area,  and  was  assigned 
to  beat  32-81 .  He  said  that  when  the  earthquake  occurred  he  was  working  at  the  Sterling  Street  ramp 
to  the  San  Francisco  Oakland  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB).  He  was  working  car  pool  lane  enforcement  and 
was  standing  outside  of  his  patrol  vehicle  at  the  time  the  quake  struck.After  watching  the  buildings 
move  and  glass  break  around  him,  he  realized  it  was  a  major  earthquake.  He  related  he  got  in  his  patrol 
vehicle  and  preceded  eastbound  across  the  bay  bridge. 

His  intention  was  to  start  checking  the  overcrossing  and  the  bridge  itself  for  damage.  He  said  when  he 
preceded  through  the  Verba  Buena  Island  (YBI)  tunnel  he  notified  dispatch  the  tunnel  lights  were  out 
(171 1  hours.)  He  related  dispatch  then  advised  him,  per  S-5,  to  proceed  to  the  Cypress  Structure  in 
Oakland  to  assist  Oakland  CHP. 

He  related  traffic  was  only  moving  five  to  ten  miles  per  hour  and  traffic  came  to  a  complete  stop 
approximately  1/4  mile  east  of  the  Island.  He  saw  people  start  exiting  their  vehicles  and  walking,  with 
some  people  running,  back  toward  the  Island.  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  no  idea  why  everyone 
was  running  so  he  got  out  of  his  car. 

People  asked  him  what  the  damage  to  the  bridge  was.  Since  he  did  not  know,  he  told  them  as  soon  as 
he  found  out  he  would  relay  the  information  to  them.  However,  most  of  them  did  not  want  to  stay 
around  to  find  out  and  they  kept  walking  toward  the  Island. 

Officer  •  •  •  .  said  he  then  secured  his  patrol  car  which  was  grid  locked  in  traffic  and  started  walking 
eastbound  to  assess  the  damage  to  the  bridge.  As  he  was  walking,  people  that  were  walking  back  told 
him  there  was  a  collapse  in  the  bridge.  He  said  they  asked  him  what  to  do,  not  knowing  the  extent  of 
the  damage,  he  told  them  to  stay  by  their  vehicles. 

He  said  some  people  had  told  him  an  F.B.I,  agent,  that  was  up  ahead,  told  them  to  exit  their  cars  and  go 
to  YBI.  As  he  walked  further  east  he  ran  across  this  agent,  who  related  he  would  help  him  with  traffic. 

He  said  he  also  saw  some  paramedics  carrying  their  equipment  and  walking  east.  Officer  •  »  *  » 
related  he  didn't  know  if  they  were  on-duty  paramedics  or  not,  however,  he  did  see  a  yellow  and  white 
ambulance  stopped  in  traffic  approximately  100  yards  behind  his  patrol  car.  He  said  they  walked  with 
him,  but  they  were  continually  stopped  by  people  asking  questions.  He  said  as  he  was  walking 
eastbound,  he  remembers  hearing  a  few  cars  on  the  top  deck,  he  presumed  going  westbound  towards 
San  Francisco.  He  told  the  paramedics  to  continue  to  walk  eastbound  until  they  got  to  the  damaged 
area  and  treat  any  injured  they  might  run  across.  He  said  he  continued  to  try  and  make  his  way 
eastbound  and  had  walked  for  approximately  five  to  ten  minutes  when  he  came  to  a  point  where  he 
could  just  make  out  the  break.  At  this  point  it  looked  like  the  road  went  straight  up. 

He  said  he  then  realized  the  top  part  had  fallen  on  the  bottom.  As  he  got  closer,  a  motor  unit,  W-141 , 
Officer  »  »  •  •  came  up  behind  him  and  went  on  toward  the  break.  Officer »  .  .  ♦  said  he  never 
made  it  all  the  way  to  the  break,  he  turned  around  and  walked  back  to  the  west  to  try  to  clear  the  bridge. 
He  said  the  radio  reception  was  real  poor  and  he  was  not  copying  much  traffic. 

He  related  by  the  time  he  got  back  to  his  car  Officer  •  »  •  'was  there.  Apparently  people  took  it  upon 
themselves  to  turn  around  and  drive  off  the  bridge,  because  many  of  the  cars  that  had  been  behind 
him  were  gone.  Officer  »  •  •  i  related  he  never  told  anyone  to  drive  off  the  bridge.  He  said  it  was  his 
instructions  to  them  to  stay  with  their  cars  until  they  couW  be  directed  off  of  the  bridge. 

Officer*  •  .  .  was  talking  to  a  fireman,  he  thinks  he  was  a  military  fireman.  As  he  remembers  there  was 
some  traffic  moving  around  down  by  the  exit  to  YBI  but  he  couldn't  see  where  they  were  going  once 
they  got  off  the  bridge.  He  related  after  that  he  and  Officer  .  .  ,  turned  the  cars  around  and  sent 
them  westbound  on  the  lower  deck  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-140,  Officer*  "was  interviewed  at  the  San  Francisco  CHP  office  on  November  15, 

1989,  at  2146  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  by  Sgt.  Joyner  and  was  tape  recorded.  The 
foiiowing  is  a  summary  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

Officer  •  •  .  .was  working  the  afternoon  shift  on  the  day  of  the  earthquake,  he  was  assigned  beat  32 
-83.  He  said  when  the  earthquake  occurred  he  was  working  the  car  pool  lane  enforcement  at  the  Sterling 
Street  on-ramp  to  the  San  Francisco  Oakland  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB).  He  was  standing  outside  his  patrol 
car  issuing  a  car  pool  citation  when  the  earthquake  struck.  After  the  movement  subsided  he  finished  the 
citation  and  got  in  his  vehicle  and  started  eastbound  on  the  bridge.  He  said  traffic  was  heavy  and  he  had 
to  use  his  emergency  lights  and  P. A.  system  to  get  people  to  move  over  so  he  could  get  through  traffic. 

As  he  approached  Center  Anchorage  he  came  across  a  Cattrans  tow  truck  which  was  parked  sideways 
stopping  traffic.  The  tow  driver  informed  him  a  fifty  foot  section  of  the  upper  deck  had  collapsed  near  the 
cantilever  section.  At  1715  hours  Officer-  ♦  «  .  relayed  the  information  to  San  Francisco  CHP  dispatch. 

Officer  •  «  •  related  there  was  no  traffic  between  the  tow  truck  and  the  tunnel  at  Verba  Buena  Island 
(YBI).  Rom  approximately  400  feet  west  of  the  tunnel  to  as  far  as  he  could  see,  traffic  was  stopped 
bumper  to  bumper.  He  said  it  appeared  everyone  had  exited  their  vehicles.  He  said  he  again  was  able  to 
get  people  to  move  their  vehicles  enough  for  him  to  get  by.  However,  his  progress  was  extremely  slow. 

He  was  able  to  make  it  as  far  as  Officer  •  •  .  .  •  vehicle  which  he  found  abandoned  and  gridlocked  in 
traffic,  just  east  of  the  on-ramp  from  YBI.  He  said  he  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to  contact  Officer  »  •  •  -on 
the  radio,  both  on  the  portable  channel  and  the  car  to  car  channel. 

He  related  he  got  out  of  his  car  and  was  surrounded  by  people  wanting  to  know  what  had  happened  and 
what  they  should  do.  He  said  he  did  not  know  the  exact  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  bridge  or  if  it  would 
be  passable.  Due  to  the  amount  of  stopped  traffic  and  the  number  of  people  who  had  abandoned  their 
vehicles,  he  realized  no  one  would  be  able  to  proceed  eastbound  at  that  point.  He  said  he  told  fjeople  to 
stay  with  their  vehicles,  or  leave  their  keys,  so  people  coukl  get  turned  around  and  return  to  San 
Francisco. 

He  said  he  had  walked  eastbound  approximately  100  yards  to  locate  Officer  *  •  »  •  but  because  of  all 
the  people  at  his  location  he  elected  to  stay  with  his  vehicle  and  try  to  help  them. 

He  sakJ  because  he  was  inundated  with  people,  he  called  dispatch  for  assistance  (1732  hours).  Officer 
•  •  •  related  he  coukj  see  vehicles  at  the  rear  of  the  line  behind  him  turning  around  on  their  own  and 
heading  westbound  toward  the  Island.  He  said  an  F.B.I,  agent  and  a  Secret  Service  agent  approached 
him  and  asked  if  they  could  help.  He  said  he  told  them,  and  anyone  else  who  asked,  if  they  came  across 
vehicles  still  having  people  in  them,  ask  them  to  turn  around  and  go  back  to  San  Francisco. 

He  said  he  knew  no  one  could  get  to  Oakland  so  he  concentrated  on  getting  the  people  back  to  San 
Francisco.  He  confimned  with  his  Sergeant  that  people  could  go  the  wrong  way  back  to  the  Island  and  on 
to  San  Francisco  (1741  Hours).  He  said  he  remained  at  that  location  directing  people  back  to  San 
Francisco  for  some  time. 
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W-141,  Officer  is  a  motorcycle  officer  working  the  afternoon  shift  on  October  17, 

1989.  He  was  assigned  unit  number  32-51  Mary.  He  was  interviewed  at  his  residence  on  November  16, 
1989,  at  1330  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  by  Sgt.  Joyner,  the  interview  was  tape  recorded. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

Officer '  *  •  related  he  was  at  Columbus  and  Jackson  Streets  in  San  Francisco  when  the 
earthquake  struck.  He  said  after  the  earthquake  subsided  he  got  on  his  motorcycle  (1 706  hours) 
to  check  the  structures,  which  is  normal  procedure. 

He  said  he  was  closest  to  the  Embarcadero  Freeway,  so  he  went  down  to  the  Broadway  Street  on- 
ramp  to  the  1-480  freeway.  He  stayed  on  the  Embarcadero,  below  the  freeway  structure,  checking 
the  freeway  span  from  there  because  he  could  see  both  decks.  He  could  see  concrete  had  fallen 
and  re-bar  was  showing.  To  him  the  damage  did  not  look  serious. 

He  said  he  monitored  the  Cypress  structure  was  down  (1707  hours)  and  a  short  time  later  (1715 
hours)  he  heard  something  about  the  bridge  collapse.  At  approximately  1722  hours  he  called  San 
Francisco  CHP  dispatch  and  told  them  he  was  enroute  to  the  bridge.  He  was  on  Harrison  Street 
approaching  the  First  and  Essex  on-ramp.  He  said  traffic  was  stopped  solid  from  the  time  he  got  on 
the  bridge.  People  had  started  to  back  down  the  ramp  and  some  were  trying  to  turn  around  so 
they  could  go  back  the  other  way. 

He  said  as  he  made  his  way  eastbound  he  instructed  people  to  go  westbound  on  the  eastbound 
deck  back  to  San  Francisco.  He  found  a  gap  in  traffic  Ijetween  center  anchorage  and  the  YBI 
tunnel.  He  proceeded  eastbound  from  center  anchorage,  noticing  sporadic  traffic  coming 
westbound  toward  him  on  the  bottom  deck.  He  encountered  stopped  traffic  at  the  YBI  tunnel, 
(approximately  1737  hours) 

Officer  *  •  ♦  related  he  slowly  made  his  way  through  traffic  having  to  stop  and  make  his  way  around 
AC  Busses  that  were  trying  to  turn  around  and  go  back  westbound.  He  said  he  had  to  stop  for 
people  opening  doors  in-front  of  him  and  stopping  him  to  ask  what  to  do.  He  told  them  that 
vehicles  were  turning  around  behind  them  and  they  would  have  to  leave  the  bridge  from  the 
direction  they  came.  He  said  it  took  him  an  inordinate  amount  of  time  to  make  it  as  far  as  he  did 
under  those  conditions. 

He  came  across  two  CHP  patrol  cars  just  east  of  YBI.  The  patrol  cars  were  stuck  in  traffic  and  one  of 
the  officers  was  on  foot  somewhere  in  the  area.  Since  Officer  •  »  » was  on  a  motorcycle,  he 
continued  to  work  his  way  up  to  the  break.  He  saw  a  ambulance  crew  (1756  hours)  coming  back 
fi-om  the  site  of  the  break.  They  told  him  they  had  treated  a  couple  of  people  and  that  there  were 
no  further  injuries. 

He  said  that  when  he  got  to  the  break  (1805  hours)  he  saw  several  hundred  people  near  the  break 
and  some  looking  over  the  side  into  the  hole.  He  tried  to  get  them  away  from  the  hole  for  their  own 
safety.  He  said  he  had  to  restrain  some  people  who  were  wanting  to  climb  across  the  break  site 
and  climb  up  the  girders  on  the  other  side.  He  noticed  a  tow  truck  up  on  the  top  deck  pulling  out 
the  car  that  had  run  off  the  top  deck.  He  spent  the  remainder  of  the  time  working  crowd  control  at 
this  location. 
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W-142,  ^  was  interviewed  by  Officer  Powers  on  10-25-89  via  the  telephone. 

This  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Mr.  •  •  •  •  stated  he  was  working  the  afternoon  of  the  earthquake  and  was  directing  traffic  after  the 
earthquake.  He  was  directing  cars  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  Bay  Bridge.  He  had  been  directed  by 
Captain  »  •  "to  tell  the  people  to  go  back  to  San  Francisco  via  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge.  He 
said  that  at  no  time  did  he,  or  Captain  •  »  tell  people  to  go  toward  Oakland.  They  only  directed 
them  to  the  upper  deck. 

On  11-15-89,  at  1655  hours,  Mr.  •  •  ♦  was  interviewed  by  Officer  Haupt,  of  the  Central  Division  MAIT 
team.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  the  main  gate  on  Treasure  Island.  Present  during  the  interview 
was  Officer  Esmay.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

Mr. .  •  •  •  stated  he  is  employed  by  and  was  working  on  10-17-89  at  Post  33  on 

Verba  Buena  Island  when  the  quake  struck.  Post  33  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  bridge  at 
the  intersection  of  Treasure  Island  Road  and  Southgate  Road.  He  directs  traffic  at  the  intersection 
during  the  afternoon  commute. 

After  the  earthquake,  people  from  the  bridge  converged  to  Mr.  •  •  »  *  i  location,  attempting  to  use 
the  pay  phone.  He  was  told  by  Captain  .  .  •  to  assist  the  people  and  maintain  order. 

He  stated  that  he  was  told  by  Captain  •  •  •  to  direct  the  cars  either  to  Treasure  Island  or  back  to 
San  Francisco.  He  said  he  did  not  send  anyone  to  the  upper  deck  because  he  remained  at  his 
post,  which  is  to  the  south  of  the  ramps.  He  did  not  see  any  cars  go  to  the  upper  deck  using  the 
westbound  off  ramp.  He  was  very  busy  with  the  cars  approaching  him  and  directing  them  on 
Treasure  Island  Road. 

W-143,  was  interviewed  by  Investigators  Rich  James  and  Rick  Linson  on 

February  13,  1990,  at  approximately  1132  hours.  The  interview  was  conducted  at  951  Turner  Court  in 
Hayward  California.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  tape  recorded  interview. 

Witness  •  •  •  stated  that  he  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  and  was  in  the  number  2  traffic 
lane,  at  approximately  55  plus  mph,  and  was  between  YBI  and  the  collapse  site  when  the 
earthquake  struck.  He  described  traffic  as  light,  free-flowing,  and  travelling  in  small  clusters.  When 
the  earthquake  struck  his  vehicle  suddenly  pulled  sheirply  to  the  left,  back  to  the  right,  and  then 
back  to  the  left  again.  He  indicated  that  he  initially  thought  that  he  had  a  flat  tire  and  he  began  to 
brake  lightly,  dropping  from  approximately  55  mph  to  45  mph.  He  noticed  the  AC  Transit  bus, 
ahead  of  him,  begin  to  slow  even  more  rapidly,  so  he  also  began  braking  harder.  He  indicated  that 
his  level  of  braking  was  hard,  but  not  hard  enough  to  lock  the  vehicle's  wheels.  He  stated  that  he 
was  nearly  stopped  when  he  heard  a  screeching  sound,  like  metal  grating  together,  and 
simultaneously  saw  a  large  dust  cloud  rising  forward  of  the  bus.  At  about  the  same  time,  he  felt  his 
vehicle  bounce  approximately  one  foot  into  the  air.  He  stated  that  he  brought  his  vehicle  to  a  stop 
approximately  15  feet  to  the  rear  of  the  bus.  He  related  that  the  bus  had  come  to  a  stop 
approximately  20  feet  west  of  the  collapsed  bridge  span.  He  indicated  that  he  could  feel  movement 
of  the  bridge  for  a  few  moments  after  he  came  to  a  stop.  He  got  out  of  his  vehicle  and  walked  up  to 
the  front  door  of  the  bus  to  see  if  the  driver  needed  help.  He  saw  that  the  upper  deck  had 
collapsed  down  onto  the  lower  deck.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  see  any  vehicles  on  the  collapsed 
spans.  He  then  walked  back  to  a  tower,  to  the  west  of  this  location,  and  remained  there  talking  with 
an  unidentified  woman.  Approximately  30  minutes  after  he  had  come  to  a  stop,  he  heard  a  vehicle 
proceeding  eastbound  on  the  upper  deck,  then  heard  a  crash  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fallen  span.  A 
short  time  later  a  CHP  officer  reached  his  location.  Some  time  after  dark  he  was  able  to  get  his 
vehicle  turned  around  and  drove  westbound  on  the  lower  deck,  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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W-144, was  interviewed  by  Officer  Haupt  on  11-15-89  at  approximately  1225 
hours.  This  interview  was  not  tape  recorded.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  interview. 

Witness  »  »  •  *  stated  that  he  is  a  Caltrans  tow  truck  driver  and  was  on  duty  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake.  When  the  earthquake  struck,  he  was  driving  his  tow  truck  and  was  at  the  1-80  and  US- 
101  split.  He  felt  his  vehicle  moving  and  brought  his  truck  to  a  stop.  A  short  time  later  he  heard 
,,,,,,  (W-1 1)  on  the  Caltrans  radio  saying  he  had  an  emergency  and  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed. 

Witness  ♦  »  »  » related  he  responded  to  Mr.  •  »  •  ^  request  for  assistance  by  driving  onto  the 
lower  deck  of  the  SFOBB  and  proceeding  eastbound  toward  Oakland.  Between  San  Francisco  and 
YBI  he  stopped  traffic  with  his  tow  truck.  He  accomplished  this  about  5  minutes  after  he  heard  the 
emergency  radio  call  from  Mr.  »  »  • 

A  CHP  officer,  who  was  driving  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck,  passed  his  location  a  short  time  after 
he  had  placed  his  tow  truck  to  stop  traffic.  This  officer  proceeded  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  toward 
YBI. 

He  stated  that  he  had  several  busses  line  up  to  force  traffic  off  at  Treasure  Island  and  turn  around. 
He  was  able  to  do  this  approximately  30  minutes  after  he  had  blocked  eastbound  traffic  on  the 
SFOBB. 
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The  following  report  is  based  on  information  obtained  from  tfie  Interviews  of  the  drivers,  passengers  and  witnesses 
associated  with  the  collapse  of  the  SFOBB.  The  data  provided  here  represents  the  summarization  of  the  actual 
response  to  a  number  of  questions  asked  of  each  of  the  individuals  Interviewed.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
standardize,  or  otherwise  adjust,  the  responses  to  any  of  the  questions  asked.  Inferences  made  from  the  data 
presented  are,  for  the  most  part,  based  on  the  most  common  response  to  the  question  asked  or  the  information 
provided. 

The  sample  of  people  who  were  on  the  westbound  upper  deck  and  on  the  YBl  section  of  the  SFOBB  is  relatively  small 
and  the  data  derived  from  their  responses  may  not  be  representative  of  the  total  population  on  those  portions  of  the 
bndge.  The  sample  of  the  people  who  were  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck  is  large  enough  to  provide  a  good 
representation  of  the  trends  for  the  eastbound  traffic  on  the  bridge  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake. 


In  total,  there  were  160  persons  Interviewed.  Of  these  160  persons,  61  were  on  the  suspension  section  of  the  bridge,  10 
were  on  the  Verba  Buena  island  (YBl)  section,  73  were  on  the  tnjss  section  of  the  bridge,  and  16  were  at  locations  off  of 
the  bndge  when  the  earthquake  struck.  Of  those  persons  interviewed,  131  were  eastbound  on  the  bridge,  10  were 
westbound  on  the  bndge,  and  19  were  at  other  locations,  or  going  in  other  directions,  as  the  earthquake  struck. 


Total  People  Interviewed  -  by  Location 


■  Eastbound       81 .9% 
Westbound  6.3% 
H  Off  Bridge  11.9% 


Total  People  Interviewed  •  by  Direction 
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Traffic  Flow  •  Eastbound  Suspension  Section 

Each  person  interviewed  was  asked  to  give  their  impression  of  the  traffic  conditions  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  earthqual<e.  The  SFOBB  was  divided  into  three  specific  areas:  the  suspension  section,  Verba  Buena 
Island  section,  and  the  truss  section.  Of  the  52  persons  responding  to  this  question,  who  were  eastbound 
on  the  suspension  section,  7  stated  the  traffic  was  heavy,  25  indicated  light  traffic,  19  stated  medium  traffic 
and  one  person  stated  that  traffic  was  normal. 


m  Heavy 

Medium 
H  Light 
Q  Normal 


13.5% 
36.5% 
48.1% 
1.9% 


Traffic  Flow  -  Eastbound  Suspension  Section 


Traffic  Flow  -  Eastbound  YBI  and  Truss  Sections 

On  the  Verba  Buena  Island  section,  there  were  only  nine  persons  responding  to  the  question  concerning 
the  traffic  conditions.  Four  stated  the  traffic  was  medium  and  five  stated  that  the  traffic  was  light.  On  the  truss 
section,  in  the  eastbound  direction,  there  were  a  total  of  49  responses  to  this  question.  Two  people  stated 
traffic  was  heavy,  32  described  traffic  as  light,  and  15  described  the  traffic  as  medium. 


Traffic  Flow  •  Eastbound  Truss  Section 
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Traffic  Flow  -  Westbound  Traffic 

In  the  westbound  direction,  only  10  persons  were  interviewed.  Of  these  10,  five  were  on  the  truss  section 
of  the  bridge  and  five  were  on  the  suspension  section  of  the  bridge  when  the  earthquake  struck.  On  the 
truss  section,  two  persons  described  the  traffic  conditions  as  light  and  three  described  it  as  medium.  On  the 
suspension  section,  four  persons  described  traffic  as  light  and  one  person  described  it  as  medium. 


Suspension  Verba  Buena  Is.  Truss  Section 


^Medium  □light 


Traffic  Flow  •  Westbound 
Lane  and  Speed  of  Travel  -  Westbound 

Of  those  persons  who  were  westbound  on  the  SFOBB,  on  the  truss  section,  two  were  in  the  number  1 
traffic  lane  at  an  average  estimated  speed  of  55  mph,  one  was  in  the  number  3  traffic  lane  at  approximately  50 
mph  and  two  were  in  the  number  4  traffic  lane  at  approximately  50  and  60  mph,  respectively.  On  the 
suspension  section,  two  were  in  the  number  1  traffic  lane  at  50  and  65  mph,  respectively,  one  was  in  the 
number  2  traffic  lane  at  45  mph,  one  was  in  the  number  4  traffic  lane  at  approximately  55  mph,  and  one  could 
not  recall  what  lane  they  were  in  or  how  fast  they  were  going.  The  average  speed  for  the  westbound 
direction  on  the  SFOBB  was  approximately  54  mph. 


Speed 

Lane 

Lane 

Lane 

Lane 

Lane 

Total 

(mph) 

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

No. 

45 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

50 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

Number 

55 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

of 

60 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Responses 

65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Average 

Speed 

56 

45 

50 

55 

0 

54 

(mph) 

Lane  of  Travel  and  Speed  •  Westbound  SFOBB 
Total  For  Ail  Spans 
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Lane  and  Speed  of  Travel  -  Eastbound  Truss  Section 


Eastbound  on  the  truss  section  there  were  54  responses  to  the  question  of  which  lane  they  were  in  and 
how  fast  they  were  travelling  at  the  time  the  earthquake  struck.  Of  these  54  responses,  four  said  they  were 
in  the  number  1  traffic  lane,  12  stated  they  were  in  the  number  2  traffic  lane,  13  indicated  the  number  3  traffic 
lane,  14  the  number  4  traffic  lane  and  1 1  the  number  5  traffic  lane.  With  respect  to  speed  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake,  one  person  said  they  were  travelling  30  mph,  two  stated  35  mph,  three  indicated  40  mph,  1 1 
indicated  45  mph,  16  stated  50  mph,  13  stated  55  mph,  two  related  60  mph,  one  indicated  75  mph  and  five, 
while  recalling  the  lane  of  travel,  could  not  recall  how  fast  they  were  traveling.  The  average  speed, 
eastbound  on  the  truss  section,  was  approximately  49  mph. 
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Lane  and  Speed  of  Travel  -  Eastbound  Suspension  Section 

Eastbound  on  the  suspension  section  there  were  a  total  of  51  responses  to  the  question  of  which  lane  they 
were  in  and  how  fast  they  were  travelling  at  the  time  the  earthquake  struck.  Of  these  responses,  nine  stated 
they  were  in  the  number  1  traffic  lane,  six  indicated  the  number  2  traffic  lane,  12  related  the  number  3  traffic 
lane,  10  the  number  4  traffic  lane  and  14  stated  they  were  in  the  number  5  traffic  lane.  With  respect  to 
speed,  eastbound  on  the  suspension  section,  three  people  indicated  they  were  stopped,  one  indicated  5 
mph,  one  stated  15  mph,  two  indicated  20  mph,  five  indicated  35  mph,  four  stated  40  mph,  five  stated  45 
mph,  16  indicated  50  mph,  nine  indicated  55  mph,  two  stated  60  mph,  one  related  65  mph  and  two  did  not 
recall  how  fast  they  were  traveling.  The  average  speed  on  the  eastbound  suspension  section  was 
approximately  43  mph. 
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Lane  and  Speed  of  Travel  -  Verba  Buena  Island  (YBI)  Section 

Eastbound  on  the  SFOBB,  on  the  YBI  section,  there  were  eight  responses  to  the  question  of  lane  and 
speed  of  travel  at  the  time  the  earthquake  struck.  Of  these  eight  responses,  five  stated  they  were  in  the 
number  2  traffic  lane,  one  staled  they  were  in  the  number  3  traffic  lane  and  two  related  that  they  were  in  the 
number  4  traffic  lane.  With  respect  to  speed,  one  person  stated  they  were  travelling  at  40  mph,  one 
indicated  45  mph,  four  stated  50  mph,  one  related  55  mph,  and  one  related  they  were  travelling  at  70  mph. 
The  average  speed  on  the  eastbound  YBI  section  was  approximately  51  mph. 
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Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  -  Truss  Section 

Persons  interviewed  were  asked  questions  concerning  their  reaction  to  the  earthquake.  On  the  truss 
section  there  were  44  total  responses,  for  both  east  and  westbound  directions,  concerning  maneuvers 
taken  in  response  to  the  earthquake.  Of  those  44  responses,  two  persons  stated  they  responded  by  heavy 
braking,  15  stated  that  they  decelerated  (light  braking),  7  indicated  that  they  did  nothing  but  continue  on  in 
their  original  direction  of  travel  and  speed,  15  stated  that  they  braked  their  vehicle  to  a  stop,  four  indicated 
that  they  braked  to  a  slower  speed  and  one  person  stated  that  they  had  to  steer  their  vehicle  and  decelerate. 
The  majority  of  responses  indicted  that  drivers  were  able  to  maintain  their  vehicles  in  their  original  lanes  and 
direction  of  travel. 


1  Heavy  Braking 

4.5% 

Deceleration 

34.1% 

H  No  Reaction 

15.9% 

El  Stopped 

34.1% 

□  Brake  and  Slow 

9.1% 

S  Steer  and  Decelerate 

2.3% 

Truss  Section  -  By   Driver  Reaction 

Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  -  Suspension  Section 

On  the  suspension  section  there  were  a  total  of  52  responses  for  both  directions  of  travel.  Of  these  52 
responses,  15  persons  stated  that  they  reacted  by  decelerating,  12  indicated  they  did  nothing,  21  related 
that  they  braked  their  vehicle  to  a  stop,  two  indicated  that  they  braked  and  slowed  to  a  lower  speed  and  two 
stated  that  they  had  to  steer  and  decelerate  to  maintain  control  of  their  vehicles. 


■  Deceleration  28.8% 

No  Reaction  23.1% 

B  Stopped  40.4% 

□  Brake  and  Slow  3.8% 

M  Steer  and  Decelerate  3.8% 


Suspension  Section  -   By   Driver  Reaction 
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Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  -  Yerba  Buena  Island  Section 

For  those  people  who  were  on  the  Yerba  Buena  Island  section  when  the  earthquake  struck,  there  were  only 
six  people  that  responded  to  questions  concerning  drivers  reaction  to  the  earthquake.  Of  these  six,  four 
stated  they  did  nothing  and  two  stated  they  came  to  a  stop.  The  two  that  came  to  a  stop  did  so  as  a 
consequence  of  gridlocked  traffic 


m  No  Reaction 
Stopped 


66.7% 
33.3% 


Yerba  Buena  Island  Section  -  By  Driver  Reaction 

Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  •  All  Spans 

All  parties  interviewed  were  asked  what  their  first  indication  was  that  something  was  wrong.  While  there  were 
a  wide  range  of  responses  to  this  question,  they  could  be  grouped  into  three  basic  categories:  thought  they 
had  a  flat  tire,  thought  they  were  experiencing  mechanical  problems,  or  felt  other  sensations  such  as, 
swerving,  bouncing,  fishtailing,  etc.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  chart  shown  below,  a  majority  of  those 
responding  indicated  that  it  felt  as  if  they  had  experienced  tire  failure. 
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First  Indication  of  Motion  -  Ail  Spans 

Order  of  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Truss  Section 

Those  persons  interviewed  were  asked  to  describe  the  motion  they  felt  during  the  earthquake.  The  people 
responding  to  these  questions  described  basically  three  types  of  motion:  a  lateral  motion,  a  vertical  motion, 
or  a  combination  of  lateral  and  vertical  motion.  There  were  a  total  of  42  persons  on  the  truss  section,  for  both 
east  and  westbound  directions,  that  could  describe  the  motion  they  felt  during  the  earthquake.  Of  these  42 
persons,  31  stated  that  the  first  sensation  they  felt  was  a  lateral,  or  side  to  side,  motion.  Five  persons  stated 
that  they  first  felt  a  vertical,  or  bouncing,  motion  and  six  persons  related  that  they  felt  lateral  and  vertical 
motion  occunring  simultaneously. 


■  Lateral  First  73.8% 
E3  Vertical  First  1 1 .9% 
B  Simultaneous  14.3% 


Order  of  Vehicle  Motion  -  Truss  Section 
Order  of  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Suspension  Section 

For  both  directions  on  the  suspension  section  there  were  a  total  of  35  persons  responding  to  questions 
relating  to  the  motion  of  their  vehicles  during  the  earthquake.  Of  those  35  persons,  23  stated  that  they  felt  a 
lateral,  side  to  side,  motion  first.  Three  people  stated  that  they  felt  a  vertical,  bouncing  motion  first  and  nine 
related  that  they  felt  a  simultaneous  lateral  and  vertical  motion. 


Lateral  First 
Vertical  First 
Simultaneous 


65.7% 
8.6% 
25.7% 


Order  of  Vehicle  Motion  •  Suspension  Section 
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Lateral  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Truss  Section 

There  were  a  total  of  42  of  the  73  people  (57.5%)  on  the  truss  section  of  the  bridge  who  indicated  they  felt  a 
lateral,  side  to  side,  motion  during  the  earthquake.  Of  these  42  persons,  four  stated  the  lateral  motion  was 
from  their  left  to  right,  one  person  stated  it  was  to  the  right  only,  and  37  people  described  the  lateral  motion 
as  being  from  side  to  side. 


■  Left  to  Right  9.  5% 
EI  Right  Only  2.  4% 

S  Side  to  Side       88. 1  % 


Vehicle  Lateral  Motion  -  Truss  Section 


Lateral  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Suspension  Section 

On  the  suspension  section  there  were  a  total  of  33  of  61  people  (54.1%)  who  could  describe  the  lateral 
motion  of  their  vehicles.  Of  these  33  people,  eight  stated  that  the  motion  was  from  left  to  right,  one  stated  It 
was  to  the  left  only,  and  24  described  the  motion  as  being  from  side  to  side. 


■  Left  to  Right  24.2% 
IS  Left  Only  3.0% 
H  Side  to  Side  72.7% 


Vehicle  Lateral  Motion  •  Suspension  Section 
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Vertical  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Truss  Section 

There  were  a  total  of  16  people  on  the  truss  section  who  specifically  recall  feeling  a  vertical,  up  and  down, 
motion  during  the  earthquake.  This  compares  to  a  total  of  73  persons  interviewed  who  were  on  the  truss 
section  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake. 


H  People  Not  Describing  Vertical  Motion  78.1% 
People  Describing  Vertical  Motion  21.9% 


Vertical  Motion  of  Vehicle  -  Truss  Section 
By  Percentage  of  Responses  to  Total  Persons  Interviewed 


Vertical  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Suspension  Section 

There  were  a  total  of  14  people  on  the  suspension  section  who  specifically  recall  feeling  a  vertical,  up  and 
down,  motion  during  the  earthquake.  This  compares  to  a  total  of  61  persons  interviewed  who  were  on  the 
suspension  section  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake. 


I  People  Not  Describing  Vertical  Motion  77.0% 
E3  People  Describing  Vertical  Motion  23.0% 


Vertical  Motion  of  Vehicle  -  Suspension  Section 
By  Percentage  of  Responses  to  Total  Persons  Interviewed 
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Structure  Motion  -  Truss  Section. 

Of  tlie  73  persons  on  tlie  truss  section  who  were  interviewed,  there  were  48  responses  regarding  the  lateral 
motion  and  50  responses  regarding  the  vertical  motion  of  the  bridge  structure.  Of  the  48  responses 
regarding  the  lateral  motion  of  the  bridge  structure,  one  described  the  structure  rocking  back  and  forth,  six 
described  a  side  to  side  swaying  and  there  were  41  responses  indicating  that  they  could  not  recall  any  lateral 
bridge  movement.  Of  the  50  responses  regarding  the  vertical  motion  of  the  truss  section,  seven  described 
the  structure  as  moving  up  and  down  like  a  wave,  one  person  described  the  structure  bouncing  up  and 
down  and  42  persons  could  not  recall  seeing  any  vertical  motion. 


■  Rocking  2.1% 
E3  Swaying  12.5% 
H  None  85.4% 


Lateral  Structural  Motion  -  Truss  Section 
By  Percentage  of  Responses 


■  Wave  14.0% 
IS  Bounce  2.0% 
B  None  84.0% 


Vertical  Structure  Motion  -  Truss  Section 
By  Percentage  of  Responses 
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Structural  Motion  -  Suspension  Section 

Of  the  61  persons  on  the  suspension  section  who  were  interviewed,  there  were  50  responses  regarding 
the  lateral  motion  and  45  responses  regarding  the  vertical  motion  of  the  bridge  structure.  Of  the  50 
responses  regarding  the  lateral  motion  of  the  bridge  structure,  13  described  a  side  to  side  swaying,  one 
described  the  structure  snaking  back  and  forth  and  there  were  36  responses  indicating  that  they  could  not 
recall  any  lateral  bridge  movement.  Of  the  45  responses  regarding  the  vertical  motion  of  the  suspension 
section,  six  described  the  structure  as  moving  up  and  down  like  a  wave,  two  described  it  as  bouncing  up  and 
down  and  37  persons  could  not  recall  seeing  any  vertical  motion. 


■  Swaying  26.0% 
ES  Snaking  2.0% 
H  None  72.0% 


Lateral  Structural  Motion  -  Suspension  Section 
By  Percentage  of  Responses 


■  Wave  13.3% 
ESI  Bounce  4.4% 
M  None  82.2% 


Vertical  Structural  Motion  -  Suspension  Section 
By  Percentage  of  Responses 


Stmctural  Motion  -  Verba  Buena  Island  Section 

The  majority  of  those  persons  on  the  Verba  Buena  Island  section  indicated  that  they  felt  no  movement  and 
saw  no  structural  motion  associated  with  the  earthquake  other  than  swaying  of  light  poles  on  the  island. 

^  —  —  •  
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Time  of  Earthquake  Induced  Vehicle  and  Structural  Motion  -  Introduction 

Most  of  the  people  interviewed  were  unable  to  estimate  the  duration  of  the  motion  they  felt  during  the 
earthquake.  The  time  estimates  that  were  given  for  this  motion  varied  from  just  a  few  seconds  to  over  one 
minute.  It  is  clear,  from  a  review  of  the  interviews  conducted,  that  a  meaningful  estimate  of  the  time  of  the 
motion  of  the  SFOBB,  as  a  consequence  of  the  earthquake,  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  time  estimates 
given  by  the  majority  of  the  drivers,  passengers  or  witnesses  Interviewed. 

While  those  interviewed  could  not  give  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  duration  of  motion,  the  majority  of  those 
interviewed  could  give  an  accurate  description  of  the  motion  they  felt  and  their  response  to  that  motion. 
The  most  common  description  by  those  interviewed  was  the  sensation  that  they  were  having  a  flat  tire. 

There  were  a  total  of  68  persons  who  specifically  stated  that  they  thought  they  had  experienced  a  flat  tire  or 
some  sort  of  tire  failure.  Eight  of  those  persons  interviewed  stated  that  they  thought  they  were 
experiencing  mechanical  problems,  such  as  axles  breaking,  or  steering  systems  failing.  Forty-seven 
persons  reported  experiencing  other  sensations  ranging  from  swerving,  bouncing  and  fishtailing,  to 
thinking  a  ship  had  hit  the  bridge.  Thirty-seven  people  did  not  have  a  specific  statement  concerning  the 
motion  of  their  vehicles  or  their  response  to  that  motion.  The  majority  of  these  people  were  on  YBI  or  were 
off  of  the  structure  when  the  earthquake  struck. 


First  Sensation  of  Motion  -  Total  Responses 


A  large  percentage  of  the  drivers  on  the  SFOBB  felt  they  were  experiencing  a  flat  tire.  In  fact,  several  of 
them  brought  their  vehicles  to  a  stop  and  got  out  to  check  their  tires,  not  realizing  that  what  they  had 
actually  experienced  was  an  earthquake.  The  majority  of  these  drivers  responded  to  the  earthquake 
induced  motion  as  if  they  had  experienced  a  tire  failure,  and  tried  to  txing  their  vehicles  under  control 
accordingly.  Assuming  that  the  majority  of  these  drivers  reacted  typically  to  a  tire  failure,  the  time  required 
to  bring  their  vehicles  under  control  can  be  calculated. 

As  the  driver  is  responding  to  vehicle  motion  that  is  directly  associated  with  the  earthquake  induced  motion 
of  the  structure  that  he  or  she  is  on.  It  follows  that  there  must  t)e  a  direct  relationship  between  the  time  it 
takes  the  driver  to  bring  his  or  her  vehicle  under  control  and  the  duration  of  the  strong  motion  of  the 
structure.  This  is  especially  true  for  the  truss  section,  where  drivers  reported  bringing  their  vehicles  to  a 
stop  at,  or  very  near,  the  end  of  the  strong  motion  of  the  structure. 
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Typical  Drivef  Response  to  a  Tire  Failure 

The  average  driver  typically  takes  from  0.7  to  1 .4  seconds  to  perceive  the  fact  that  he  or  she  has  had  a  tire 
failure,  with  an  average  time  of  perception  of  approximately  one  second.  Once  the  driver  perceives  the  tire 
failure,  his  or  her  normal  response  is  to  take  his  or  her  foot  off  of  the  gas  pedal  and  move  it  to  the  brake 
pedal.  This  normally  takes  from  0.1  to  0.3  seconds,  with  the  norm  being  toward  the  high  side  of  this  range, 
or  0.3  seconds.  During  this  period  of  time  the  vehicle  would  be  decelerating  at  an  engine  and  rolling 
resistance  deceleration  rate  appropriate  for  the  given  speed  of  travel.  At  the  average  speeds  on  the 
SFOBB,  this  would  be  a  deceleration  rate  of  approximately  3  feet-per-second-squared.  The  normal  driver 
will  then  begin  braking  his  or  her  vehicle  at  a  relatively  low  deceleration  rate,  typically  somewhere  between 
7  to  10  feet-per-second-  squared,  with  the  tendency  to  brake  at  the  lower  rate  of  7  feet-per-second- 
squared.  The  driver  will  normally  continue  braking  at  this  rate  until  the  vehicle  has  slowed  to  somewhere 
around  10  mph.  Once  the  vehicle  has  stowed  to  this  speed,  the  driver  will  typically  begin  braking  harder 
and  will  continue  this  braking  level  until  the  vehicle  comes  to  a  stop.  This  last  period  of  braking  is  typically  at 
a  deceleration  rate  below  the  locked  wheel  threshold  and  is  normally  somewhere  around  15  feet-per- 
second-squared.  (Source:  Henry  Hodges  Sr.,  President,  Nevada  Test  Center,  Carson  City,  Nevada.) 

Time  Calculations  Based  on  a  Tvpical  Driver  Response  to  a  Tire  Failure  -  All  Spans 


Initial  Velocity  (mph) 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

Initial  Velocity  (fps) 

58.68 

66.02 

73.35 

80.69 

88.02 

95.36 

Perception  Time  (sec) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Perception  Distance  (ft) 

58.68 

66.02 

73.35 

80.69 

88.02 

95.36 

Reaction  Time  (sec) 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

Deceleration  Rate  -  Engine  Braking  (fps/s] 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Deceleration  Distance  (ft) 

17.47 

19.67 

21.87 

24.07 

26.27 

28.47 

End  Velocity  (fps) 

57.78 

65.12 

72.45 

79.79 

87.12 

94.46 

Deceleration  Rate  -  Light  Braking  (fps/s) 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Velocity  -  End  of  Light  Braking  (mph) 

1  0 

10 

1  0 

10 

10 

1  0 

Velocity  -  End  of  Light  Braking  (fps) 

14.67 

14.67 

14.67 

14.67 

14.67 

14.67 

Deceleration  Distance  -  Light  Braking  (ft) 

223.09 

287.48 

359.56 

439.32 

526.76 

621.90 

Deceleration  Time  -  Light  Braking  (sec) 

6.16 

7.21 

8.25 

9.30 

10.35 

1  1.40 

Deceleration  Rate  -  To  a  Stop  (fps/s) 

1  5 

1  5 

1  5 

1  5 

1  5 

1  5 

Stopping  Distance  (ft) 

7.17 

7.17 

7.17 

7.17 

7.17 

7.17 

Stopping  Time  (sec) 

0.98 

0.98 

0.98 

0.98 

0.98 

0.98 

TOTAL  DISTANCE  TRAVELED  (ft) 

306.42 

380.34 

461.95 

551.25 

648.23 

752.90 

TOTAL  TIME  OF  EVENT  (sec) 

8.44 

9.48 

10.53 

1 1.58 

12.63 

13.68 

Time  and  Distance  Travelled 
Typical  Driver  Response  to  Tire  Failure 


As  can  be  seen  from  the  chart  above,  the  time  required  to  bring  a  vehicle  to  a  stop,  during  a  typical 
response  to  a  tire  failure,  is  approximately  8  to  1 4  seconds  from  a  speed  range  of  40  to  65  mph.  As  the 
majority  of  the  eastbound  traffic  on  the  SFOBB  was  fravelling  between  40  to  55  mph,  the  average  time  to 
stop,  under  these  circumstances,  would  be  approximately  8  to  12  seconds. 

Approximately  40  percent  of  the  drivers,  who  answered  questions  concerning  their  response  to  vehicle 
motion,  indicated  that  they  braked  to  a  stop.  Approximately  38  percent  of  these  drivers  related  that  they 
decelerated  to  a  slower  speed  during  the  period  of  time  their  vehicle  was  in  motion.  As  the  motion  of  the 
vehicle  is  directly  associated  with  the  strong  motion  of  the  bridge  stnjcture.  It  is  probable  that  the  strong 
motion  of  the  bridge  ended  before  a  number  of  these  drivers  could  bring  their  vehicles  to  a  stop.  This 
would  suggest  that  the  time  of  duration  of  the  sfrong  motion  of  the  bridge  would  fall  into  a  range 
somewhere  between  8  to  12  seconds  or  less. 
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Time  Calculations  Based  on  a  Typical  Driver  Response  to  a  Tire  Failure  -  Truss  Section 

There  were  a  total  of  21  persons  interviewed  who  were  on  the  truss  section  and  close  enough  to  the 
closure  span  to  actually  see  the  upper  deck  fall.  Of  these  21  persons,  1 4  stated  that  their  first  sensation  of 
motion  felt  as  if  they  had  experienced  a  tire  failure,  two  indicated  that  it  felt  like  a  mechanical  failure  and  five 
others  indicated  that  they  experienced  some  other  type  of  sensation.  There  were  17  responses  relating  to 
the  failure  of  the  upper  deck.  Five  of  these  people  stated  that  the  upper  deck  fell  as  they  were  braking,  ten 
stated  that  the  upper  deck  fell  just  as  their  vehicles  came  to  a  stop  and  two  people  stated  that  the  span  fell 
just  after  they  brought  their  vehicles  to  a  stop.  There  were  also  1 7  responses  relating  to  the  speed  of  travel 
just  prior  to  the  earthquake.  One  person  stated  35  mph,  three  stated  40  mph,  five  related  45  mph,  four 
indicated  50  mph  and  four  stated  55  mph. 

Based  on  a  typical  driver  response  to  a  tire  failure,  and  an  initial  speed  range  of  40  to  55  mph,  the  time 
required  to  bring  a  vehicle  to  a  stop  is  in  a  range  of  8  to  12  seconds.  As  the  majority  of  these  drivers 
Indicated  that  the  strong  motion  of  the  truss  section  ended  about  the  same  time  they  brought  their 
vehicles  to  a  stop,  it  is  estimated  that  the  duration  of  motion  on  the  truss  section  was  also  on  the  order  of  8 
to  12  seconds. 


■  Flat  Tire  66.7% 
Mechanical  Defect  9.5% 
H  Other  23.8% 


Truss  Section  -  First  Sensation  of  Motion 
By  Those  Persons  Seeing  the  Upper  Deck  Fall 


■  During  Braking  29.4% 
13  At  End  of  Braking  58.8% 
S  After  Braking  1 1.8% 


Truss  Section  -  When  the  Upper  Deck  Fell 
By  Those  Persons  Seeing  the  Upper  Deck  Fall 


iFORNIA  HIGHWAY  PATROL 

i  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCTURE  COLLAPSE  -  ANALYSIS 


Page  382 


■  Slowed,  Then  Braked  to  a  Stop  52.4% 
E3  Braked  and  slowed  42.9% 
B  Outside  of  Vehicle  4.8% 


Truss  Section  -  Driver  Reaction 
By  Those  Persons  Seeing  the  Upper  Deck  Fall 


Initial  Velocitv  (moh) 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Perceotion  Time  (sec) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Reaction  Time  (sec) 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

Deceleration  Rate  -  Engine  Brakina  (fos/s) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Deceleration  Rate  -  Light  Brakinq  (fos/s) 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Velocity  -  End  of  Light  Braking  (mph) 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Deceleration  Rate  -  To  a  Stop  (fps/s) 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Total  Distance  Travelled  (ft) 

306.42 

380.34 

461.95 

551.25 

Total  Time  of  Event  (sec) 

8.44 

9.48 

10.53 

11.58 

Truss  Section 
Time  and  Distance  Travelled  -  Average  Values 
Typical  Driver  Response  to  Tire  Failure 
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SUMMARY 

From  an  analysis  of  the  statements  of  the  160  persons  interviewed  during  this  investigation,  the  following 
conclusions  may  be  drawn.  [ 

Traffic  Row 

The  traffic  flow  on  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  was  light  in  comparison  to  the  normal  traffic  flow 
for  that  day  of  the  week  and  that  hour  of  the  day. 

The  traffic  flow  on  the  SFOBB,  westbound  on  the  suspension  section,  was  also  lighter  than 
usual.  Westbound  on  the  truss  section,  the  traffic  flow  was  described  as  medium. 

Speed  of  Travel 

The  average  speed  for  westbound  traffic  on  the  SFOBB,  for  all  spans,  was  approximately  54 
mph. 

The  average  speed  for  eastbound  traffic  on  the  SFOBB,  on  the  truss  section,  was 
approximately  49  mph. 

The  average  speed  for  eastbound  traffic  on  the  SFOBB,  on  the  suspension  section,  was 
approximately  43  mph. 

The  average  speed  for  traffic  on  the  Verba  Buena  Island  section,  both  directions,  was 
approximately  51  mph. 

Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  -  Truss  Section 

The  majority  of  the  drivers  on  the  truss  section  reacted  to  their  vehicle  motion  by  decelerating 
as  if  they  had  a  flat  tire  and  brought  their  vehicles  to  a  stop. 

Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  -  Suspension  Section 

The  majority  of  the  drivers  on  the  suspension  section  reacted  to  their  vehicle  motion  by 
decelerating  and  bringing  their  vehicle  to  a  stop. 

Reaction  to  the  Earthquake  -  Verba  Buena  Island  Section 

The  vast  majority  of  the  drivers  on  the  VBI  Section  did  not  experience  any  vehicle  motion  as  a 
consequence  of  ground  motion  associated  with  the  earthquake.  The  majority  of  these 
people  experienced  their  first  indication  that  an  earthquake  had  occurred  when  the  radio 
station  they  were  listening  to  went  off  the  air  and/or  the  lights  in  the  VBI  tunnel  went  out. 

Order  of  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Truss  Section 

The  majority  of  those  persons  on  the  truss  section,  who  felt  more  than  one  type  of  vehicle 
motion  when  the  earthquake  struck,  felt  the  lateral  movement  first.  Those  that  felt  vertical 
movement  first  were  very  close  to  tower  E-9  and  witnessed  the  collapse  of  the  closure  span. 

Order  of  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Suspension  Section 


Nearly  66  percent  of  the  persons  on  the  suspension  section  responding  to  this  area  of 
questioning  indicated  that  they  felt  the  lateral  motion  first. 
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Lateral  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Truss  Section. 

Forty-three  of  the  73  persons  (58.9  %)  who  were  on  the  truss  section  indicated  that  they 
experienced  lateral  motion.  Over  88  percent  of  those  on  the  truss  section,  who  responded 
to  this  question,  stated  they  felt  a  strong  side  to  side  motion  during  the  earthquake. 

Lateral  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Suspension  Section 

Thirty-three  of  the  61  persons  (54.1  %)  who  were  on  the  suspension  section  indicated  that 
they  experienced  lateral  motion.  Over  72  percent  of  those  on  the  suspension  section,  who 
responded  to  this  question,  stated  they  felt  a  strong  side  to  side  motion  during  the 
earthquake. 

Vertical  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Truss  Section 

Sixteen  of  the  73  persons  (21 .9  %)  who  were  on  the  truss  section  indicated  that  they 
experienced  vertical  motion  during  the  earthquake. 

Vertical  Motion  of  Vehicles  -  Suspension  Section 

Fourteen  of  the  61  persons  (23  %)  who  were  on  the  suspension  section  Indicated  that  they 
experienced  vertical  motion  during  the  earthquake. 

Structure  Motion  -  Truss  Section 

Of  the  73  persons  on  the  truss  section  who  were  interviewed,  there  were  only  1 5  responses 
(20.5%)  concerning  the  motion  of  the  structure.  Of  these,  46.7  percent  indicated  a  lateral 
motion  of  the  structure  and  53.3  percent  indicated  a  vertical  motion.  Those  describing  the 
most  violent  motion  where  those  individuals  closest  to  tower  E-9  and  the  closure  span. 

Structure  Motion  -  Suspension  Section 

Of  the  61  persons  on  the  suspension  section  who  were  Interviewed,  there  were  only  14 
responses  (23  %)  concerning  the  lateral  motion  of  the  structure  and  eight  responses 
(1 3.1  %)  regarding  the  vertical  motion  of  the  structure.  Regarding  the  lateral  motion  of  the 
suspension  section,  the  majority  responding  to  this  area  of  questioning  indicated  that  the 
bridge  was  swaying  side  to  side.  Regarding  the  vertical  motion  of  the  suspension  section, 
the  majority  of  those  responding  described  the  vertical  motion  as  being  like  a  "wave". 

Time  of  Structure  Motion  -  Closure  Span  Failure 

Based  on  driver  response  to  vehicle  motion  and  statements  concerning  when  vehicles  came 
to  a  stop  in  relationship  to  when  the  upper  deck  fell,  it  is  estimated  that  the  truss  section  of 
the  SFOBB  experienced  strong  motion  over  a  time  span  of  approximately  8  to  12  seconds. 
The  failure  of  the  upper  and  lower  decks  of  the  closure  span,  at  tower  E-9,  occurred  very  near 
the  end  of  this  time  span. 

The  strong  motion  on  the  suspension  section  most  probably  occured  over  a  time  span 
similar  to  the  estimated  duration  time  for  strong  structural  motion  on  the  truss  section. 

The  motion  on  the  Yerba  Buena  Island  section  of  the  SFOBB  was  not  felt  by  drivers  who  were 
on  this  section  when  the  earthquake  struck.  Consequently  no  assessment  of  the  motion  of 
the  structure  or  Its  duration  could  be  made. 
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PRE-EARTHQUAKE 

On  Octobef  1 7. 1 989,  the  afternoon  commute  traffic  was  lighter  than  usual  for  most  freeways  in  the 
Greater  Bay  Area.  This  fact  was  to  save  hundreds  of  lives  on  the  1-880,  Cypress  Street  Viaduct,  and 
contributed  to  the  relatively  few  casualties  on  the  1-80,  San  Francisco-Oai<land  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB). 

The  lighter  than  normal  evening  commute  traffic  can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  scheduling  of  the  third 
game  of  the  World  Series  between  the  Oakland  Athletics  and  the  San  Francisco  Giants  for  1700  hours  at 
Candlestick  Park,  in  San  Francisco.  A  large  number  of  people  were  already  at  the  stadium  and  an  equally 
large  number  of  people  had  left  work  early  to  become  involved  in  pre-game  activities  and  to  watch  the 
game  on  television. 

The  weather  was  nearly  perfect  for  the  bay  area,  with  temperatures  in  the  mid  70's  and  a  mild  wind  blowing 
from  the  north  west.  The  commute  at  1704  hours  on  the  SFOBB,  in  both  directions,  was  much  lighter 
than  normal.  The  average  speed  for  eastbound  traffic  was  approximately  48  mph  and  for  westbound 
traffic,  approximately  54  mph.  The  spacing  between  vehicles  was  normal  for  these  speeds. 

W-1 1 ,  .  .  •  »      ,  a  Caltrans  tow  truck  operator,  was  stopped  in  the  westbound  number  1  traffic  lane, 
with  his  emergency  lights  on,  and  was  approximately  1 00  feet  to  the  west  of  tower  E-9  and  the  beginning 
of  the  truss  section  of  the  SFOBB.  He  was  in  the  process  of  putting  gasoline  from  a  5  gallon  can  into  the 
fuel  tank  of  a  vehicle  that  had  run  out  of  fuel. 

D-1,»  ,  ,  and  his  passenger  P-1A,  were  westbound  in  the 

number  2  traffic  lane  of  the  SFOBB  at  approximately  45  mph,  in  a  1 984  gray  Mazda  626,  and  were 
approaching  Mr.  •  •  •   location  on  the  bridge. 

D-2,  was  on  his  way  home  and  was  riding  his  motorcycle  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  at 

approximately  75  mph.  He  was  several  hundred  feet  west  of  tower  E-9  just  before  the  earthquake  struck. 

D-3,  •  •  ,  was  also  easttwund  on  the  bridge  and  was  in  the  number  4  traffic  lane,  at 

approximately  45  mph.  and  was  west  of  tower  E-9.  He  was  cfriving  a  1 986  Dodge  commuter  van  and  was 
carrying  12  passengers  on  their  way  home  from  work. 

D-4,  •.....».,  and  his  fiance,  P-4A,  were  eastbound  on  the  SFOBB  on 

their  way  back  to  Walnut  Creek,  and  were  also  just  west  of  tower  E-9  when  the  earthquake  struck.  He  was 
driving  their  red,  1988,  Pontiac  Lemans. 

D-5,  had  picked  up  her  brother,  P-5A,  from  the 

San  Francisco  International  Airport  and  had  most  probably  just  entered  the  lower  deck  of  the  bridge  from 
easttx)und  1-80  when  the  earthquake  struck. 

W-1 4, an  on  duty  Caltrans  tow  fruck  driver,  was  on  Treasure  Island,  at  the  main  gate, 
turning  around  to  retum  to  the  SFOBB.  He  was  making  a  tum  in  his  tow  truck  when  the  earthquake  sfruck. 

W-31,  .  .  •  '  •  ,  a  CHP  Officer  assigned  to  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office,  was  westbound  on 
the  SFOBB  in  the  number  3  traffic  lane  at  60  mph  and  was  approximately  at  center  anchorage  between 
YBI  and  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  sfruck. 

W-1 39,  a  CHP  Officer  assigned  to  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office,  was  working  carpool 

lane  enforcement  at  the  Sterling  Street  on-ramp  at  the  west  end  of  the  SFOBB  and  was  standing  outside 
of  his  vehicle  when  the  earthquake  sfruck. 

W-140,  a  CHP  Officer  assigned  to  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office,  was  also  working 

carpool  lane  enforcement  at  the  Sterling  Sfreet  on-ramp  and  was  out  of  his  patrol  vehicle  issuing  a  citation 
\    when  the  earthquake  sfruck. 
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W-141,  •       ,       a  CHP  Motorcycle  Officer  assigned  to  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office,  was  at  the 
intersection  of  Columbus  and  Jackson  Streets  in  San  Francisco  when  the  earthquake  struck. 

W-142,  is  an  employee  of  •  and  was  assigned  to  Post  33  on  Verba 

Buena  Island.  His  assignment  just  prior  to  the  earthquake  was  to  direct  afternoon  commute  traffic  at  the  j| 
intersection  of  Treasure  Island  Road  and  Southgate  Road.  He  was  at  this  location  when  the  earthquake 
struck. 

i 

W.10,  an  on  duty  Caltrans  tow  truck  driver,  was  eastbound  on  1-80  in  the  number  3 

traffic  lane  at  35  to  40  mph  and  was  just  passing  the  5th  Street  on-ramp  in  San  Francisco  when  the 
earthquake  struck. 


W-144,  an  on  duty  Caltrans  tow  truck  driver,  was  driving  his  tow  truck  and  was  at 

the  1-80  and  US-101  split  when  the  earthquake  struck.  m  | 


W-21,  ,,,,,,,,,  was  entering  the  SFOBB,  eastbound,  from  8th  Street  in  San  Francisco.  He 
was  on  the  8th  Street  on-ramp  when  the  earthquake  struck. 


t 
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AT-EARTHQUAKE 

On  October  17,  1989,  at  approximately  1704  hours,  a  7.1  magnitude  earthqual<e,  now  officially  known  as 
the  1989  Loma  Prieta  Earthquake,  struck  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains  approximately  10  miles  east  of  the 
city  of  Santa  Cruz  and  approximately  62  miles  south  of  San  Francisco.  For  many  motorists,  their  first 
indication  of  the  earthquake  came  when  the  radio  stations  they  were  listening  to  went  off  the  air.  This  was 
immediately  followed  by  light,  to  moderate,  to  violent  shaking  of  their  vehicles,  depending  on  where  they 
were  in  the  Greater  Bay  Area.  This  was  also  the  case  for  those  motorists  on  the  SFOBB. 

The  drivers  who  were  on  Verba  Buena  Island  (YBI),  especially  those  who  were  in  the  YBI  tunnel  when  the 
earthquake  struck,  felt  little  or  no  movement  of  their  vehicles  associated  with  the  earthquake.  Their  only 
indication  that  something  was  wrong  came  when  the  tunnel  lights  went  out  and  the  radio  stations  they 
were  listening  to  went  off  the  air. 

When  the  earthquake  struck,  the  drivers  who  were  on  the  suspension  section  of  the  bridge  felt  a  side  to 
side,  lateral  movement  of  their  vehicles.  Some  of  these  drivers  also  recall  experiencing  an  up  and  down 
motion  as  well.  A  large  majority  of  these  drivers  thought  they  were  experiencing  a  tire,  or  mechanical 
failure  and  braked  their  vehicles  to  a  stop,  or  reduced  their  speed  to  between  1 0  to  30  mph,  and  then 
continued  driving  in  their  original  directions  of  travel.  The  uniformity  of  these  driver's  response  to  the 
earthquake  induced  motion  of  their  vehicles  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  there  were  reportedly  very  few 
vehicle-to-vehicle,  or  vehicle-to-bridge  impacts. 

When  the  earthquake  struck.  W-11,      .  .  *  •  ,  felt  the  roadway  begin  to  shake  slowly,  then  noticed 
that  the  shaking  picked  up  quickly  in  intensity.  He  dropped  the  gasoline  can  he  was  using  to  put  gas  into 
the  disabled  vehicle  ahead  of  his  tow  truck  and  tried  to  get  to  his  truck,  which  was  only  5  feet  away.  The 
roadway  was  shaking  so  violently  at  this  point  that  it  nearly  knocked  him  down.  He  made  It  to  his  tow  truck 
and  held  onto  the  grip  rails.  As  he  was  holding  on,  he  noticed  westbound  traffic  coming  to  a  stop.  He 
looked  to  the  west  and  saw  a  cloud  of  dust  rising  and  realized  that  the  bridge  ahead  of  him  was  collapsing. 

Q.1  ,    y^2LS  adjacent  to  W-11's  .  •  »  -tow  truck  when  his  vehicle  began  to  bounce  up 

and  down.  He  initially  thought  that  he  had  a  flat  tire  and  began  pumping  his  brakes  in  an  attempt  to  slow 
down  and  stop.  As  he  decelerated,  westbound  on  the  upper  deck,  he  managed  to  keep  his  vehicle  in  the 
number  2  traffic  lane  and  moved  onto  the  upper  deck  closure  span  at  the  E-9  tower  of  the  SFOBB.  As  the 
motion  of  the  bridge  intensified,  the  bolts  connecting  the  deck  truss  sections  to  the  east  side  of  the  E-9 
tower  failed,  allowing  the  trusses  on  the  east  side  of  the  tower  to  begin  to  move.  As  the  trusses  began  to 
move,  the  50  foot  long  upper  and  lower  deck  closure  spans,  which  were  rigidly  fixed  on  their  east  ends, 
moved  off  of  their  bearing  seats  on  the  west  side  and  began  falling  at,  or  about,  the  same  time.  As  the 
upper  deck  began  to  fall,  vehide  number  1  was  on  the  deck,  near  its  west  end,  and  nearly  at  a  stop.  D-1 , 
•  •  •  *  ,  and  his  passenger.  both  saw  the  upper  deck  separate,  felt  a  falling  sensation, 

and  knew  they  were  falling  toward  the  lower  deck  and  the  bay  below  them.  The  west  end  of  the  lower 
deck,  t)elow  them,  had  also  fallen  and  its  north  edge  became  stuck  against  part  of  a  metal  structure  located 
immediately  underneath  the  lower  deck.  This  prevented  the  lower  deck  from  falling  any  farther.  The  west 
end  of  the  upper  deck,  with  vehicle  number  1  on  it.  fell  downward  and  struck  the  lower  deck,  driving  it 
farther  down  on  its  south  edge,  and  came  to  rest.  Vehicle  number  1  nosed  downward  onto  the  lower 
deck,  pitched  forward  around  its  front  end.  and  its  roof  struck  the  east  edge  of  exposed  roadbed  to  the 
west  of  the  fallen  closure  span.  Vehicle  number  1  then  rocked  backward  and  came  to  rest  at  the  west 
edge  of  the  gap  created  by  the  collapse  of  the  upper  and  lower  deck  closure  spans.  The  center  of  its  right 
side  was  supported  by  the  west  edge  of  the  collapsed  upper  deck  and  its  front  end  was  resting  against 
the  collapsed  lower  deck. 

felt  his  motorcycle  start  to  sway  and  began  to  slow  down.  As  he  tried  to  slow  down 
he  couWnl  maintain  control  and  the  motorcycle  went  down.  Vehicle  numlDer  2  slid  on  its  side  to  a  stop 
approximately  50  yards  west  of  the  now  collapsed  upper  and  lower  closure  spans  at  tower  E-9. 
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0-3,  felt  his  van  start  to  shake  back  and  forth  and  he  began  to  brake.  He  saw  a  truck 

ahead  of  him  in  the  right  lane  swerve  into  the  right  side  rail  of  the  bridge.  He  continued  to  slow  down  and 
moved  from  the  number  4  traffic  lane  into  the  number  3  lane  and,  at  a  relatively  slow  speed,  drove  onto  the 
lower  deck  closure  span  at  tower  E-9.  As  they  were  crossing  the  west  end  of  the  closure  span,  two  of  his 
12  passengers  could  see  the  west  edge  of  the  closure  span  pulling  away  to  the  east,  exposing  the  bay 
below.  When  vehicle  number  3  was  completely  on  the  lower  closure  span,  the  west  edge  of  the  span 
pulled  away  from  its  bearing  seats  and  began  to  fall  toward  the  bay.  D-3,  •  »  •  •  •  ' :,  felt  a  ramping 
sensation  and  attempted  to  accelerate  off  of  the  lower  deck.  As  V-3  was  moving  toward  the  east  and  up 
the  fallen  lower  deck,  the  bottom  of  the  upper  deck  struck  the  right  rear  of  the  roof  on  his  van.  The  van 
continued  eastbound  and  launched  over  the  ramp  created  by  the  east  edge  of  the  fallen  lower  deck. 
Vehicle  number  3  landed  on  the  platform  deck  to  the  east  of  the  closure  span.  D-3,  brought 
V-3  safely  to  a  stop  to  the  east  of  the  collapse  closure  spans. 

0-4,  vehicle  began  to  move  from  side  to  side  and  he  began  to  slow  down.  When  he 

was  just  a  few  car  lengths  from  the  west  end  of  the  closure  spans,  the  upper  deck  fell,  striking  the  lower 
deck  directly  in  front  of  his  vehicle.  D-4  attempted  to  bring  his  vehicle  to  a  stop  and,  at  a  very  slow  speed,  it 
nosed  over  the  east  end  of  the  roadway  into  the  gap  created  by  the  fallen  upper  and  lower  deck  closure 
spans.  His  vehicle  came  to  rest  with  its  rear  wheels  in  the  eastbound  number  3  traffic  lane  and  its  front  end 
overhanging  the  west  end  of  the  span,  with  its  front  bumper  in  contact  with  the  collapsed  upper  deck.  ^ 

When  the  earthquake  struck,  D-5,  was  most  likely  near  the  west  end  of  the 

suspension  section  of  the  bridge.  It  is  not  known  what  her  reaction  to  the  earthquake  may  have  been. 

The  tow  truck  that  W-14,  was  driving  began  to  rock  a  little  as  he  completed  his 

turning  movement  at  the  main  gate  on  Treasure  Island.  He  didn't  think  much  of  the  rocking  until  he 
stopped,  then  the  truck  started  to  rock  harder  and  he  noticed  that  the  lamp  posts  on  the  island  were 
waving  back  and  forth.  He  stated  that  this  movement  lasted  for  about  1 5  to  20  seconds. 

When  the  earthquake  struck  the  patrol  car  being  driven  by  W-31,  Officer  i,  began  to 

rock  and  shake  back  and  forth  violently  enough  that  Officer «  »  *  .  thought  he  had  a  flat  tire.  He  brought 
his  vehicle  to  a  stop  on  the  suspension  section  of  the  bridge  and  checked  to  see  if  he  had  a  flat  tire.  He 
noticed  that  other  drivers  were  doing  the  same.  He  described  the  bridge  as  swaying  6  to  1 0  feet  in  a  side 
to  side  motion. 

W-139,  Officer  who  was  standing  next  to  his  patrol  car,  felt  the  ground  move,  watched 

the  buildings  around  him  moving,  and  saw  window  glass  breaking.  He  recognized  at  this  point  that  this 
was  a  major  earthquake. 

W-140,  Officer  was  outside  of  his  vehicle  issuing  a  citation  and  felt  the  ground 

moving  up  and  down  during  the  earthquake.  He  indicated  that  this  lasted  for  about  10  seconds. 

W-141,  Motor  Officer »  was  off  of  the  brklge  at  the  intersection  of  Columbus  and 

Jackson  Streets.  He  also  felt  ground  motion  as  the  earthquake  struck. 

It  was  not  reported  what  W-142,  felt  or  did  as  the  earthquake  was  in  progress. 

W-10,»  felt  his  Caltrans  tow  truck  rock,  like  it  had  been  bumped,  and  thought  that  it  was 

one  of  his  friends  playing  a  joke  on  him  by  bumping  him  from  the  rear.  Then  he  became  aware  of  other 
vehicles  around  him  stopping  and  drivers  getting  out  of  their  vehicles  to  check  their  tires.  He  then  realized 
that  the  motion  he  was  feeling  was  an  earthquake. 

W-144,  felt  his  tow  truck  moving  and  brought  it  to  a  stop. 

W-21,  «>«»«««*,  felt  his  vehicle  slip  sideways  and  begin  rocking  side  to  side.  He  braked  and 
brought  his  vehicle  to  a  stop. 
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POST-EARTHQUAKE 

Both  easttx)und  and  westbound  traffic  had  come  to  a  complete  stop  at  the  site  of  the  collapsed  upper  and 
lower  deck  closure  spans.  Traffic  at  other  locations  on  the  bridge,  that  had  slowed  or  come  to  a  stop 
during  the  earthquake,  continued  to  drive  in  their  original  directions  of  travel  and,  as  they  approached  the 
collapse,  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic.  This  traffic  rapidly  backed  up  from  the  collapse  to  the  west 
on  the  lower  deck  and  to  the  east  on  the  upper  deck. 

Because  of  the  short  distance  from  the  collapsed  span  to  the  Toll  Plaza,  the  westbound  traffic  gridlocked 
on  the  Oakland  side  of  the  collapse  was  cleared  from  the  bridge  within  the  first  30  minutes  after  the 
earthquake. 

As  a  consequence  of  actions  taken  by  people  on  the  bridge,  and  the  configuration  of  the  bridge  itself, 
eastbound  traffic  was  effectively  divided  into  three  distinct  groups  as  follows: 

Group  1 .    Traffic  on  the  SFOBB  located  from  approximately  center  anchorage  back  to  the  west 
into  San  Francisco. 

Group  2.    Traffic  on  the  SFOBB  from  center  anchorage  eastward  to  just  east  of  the  Verba 
Buena  Island  tunnel. 

Group  3.    All  traffic  from  just  east  of  the  Verba  Buena  Island  tunnel  eastward  to  the  collapse. 

Group  1  traffic  was  routed  off  of  the  on-ramps  at,  or  near,  the  west  anchorage  of  the  SFOBB.  The  traffic 
that  was  near  center  anchorage  was  eventually  turned  around  and  directed  westbound  on  the  lower  deck 
back  toward  San  Francisco. 

Group  2  traffic  and  some  of  the  western  most  group  3  traffic  were  routed  off  of  the  SFOBB  at  VBI.  They 
were  then  directed  from  the  Island  back  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  SFOBB  with  the  intention  that  they 
proceed  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco.  Initially,  this  was  being  accomplished  by 

W-14,  \  W-142,  and  several  citizen  volunteers.  Later  in  the  evening, 

the  traffic  control  for  group  2  traffic  was  accomplished  as  a  cooperative  effort  between  Caltrans,  the  CHP, 
naval  personal,  and  citizen  volunteers. 

Group  2  traffic  was  routed  off  of  the  lower  deck  and  onto  VBI  at  four  locations:  the  normal  eastbound  off 
ramp  located  west  of  the  tunnel  at  the  north  side  of  the  bridge,  the  on-ramp  from  VBI  to  eastbound  1-80 
located  east  of  the  tunnel  at  the  south  side  of  the  bridge,  the  off  ramp  from  eastbound  1-80  to  VBI  located 
at  the  south  side  of  the  bridge  and  east  of  the  tunnel,  and  the  maintenance  access  entrance  also  located 
east  of  the  tunnel  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  bridge. 

Once  on  VBI,  group  2  traffic  had  the  choice  of  three  possible  routes  to  the  upper  deck:  the  nomrial  on- 
ramp  to  westbound  1-80  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  bridge  to  the  west  of  the  tunnel,  the  nomnal  on- 
ramp  from  the  maintenance  access  area  to  westtx)und  1-80  located  at  the  north  side  of  the  bridge  and  east 
of  the  tunnel,  and  the  off  ramp  from  westbound  1-80  to  VBI  located  at  the  south  side  of  the  bridge  and  to 
the  east  of  the  tunnel. 

As  far  as  can  be  determined  from  those  people  interviewed  in  this  investigation,  there  was  no  organized 
traffic  direction  on  the  upper  deck  prior  to  the  fatal  traffic  collision  involving  D-5, 

The  vast  majority  of  motorists  that  were  directed  from  VBI  to  the  upper  deck  went  westbound  toward  San 
Francisco.  Only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  vehicles  went  to  the  east,  toward  Oakland.  Of  those  that 
chose  to  drive  eastbound  toward  Oakland,  all  but  one,  D-5,  ^  were  able  to  safely 

avoid  the  gap  created  by  the  collapsed  upper  deck  span,  turn  their  vehicles  around  and  proceed 
westbound  back  to  San  Francisco. 
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After  the  majority  of  group  1  and  2  traffic  was  cleared,  group  3  traffic  was  turned  around  and  routed 
westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

In  each  of  these  groups  of  traffic,  there  were  motorists  who  abandoned  their  vehicles  and  walked,  or  were 
given  a  ride,  off  of  the  bridge.  After  traffic  was  cleared,  these  abandoned  vehicles  were  towed  by  Caltrans 
and  various  tow  companies  from  the  t>ridge  to  Treasure  Island  or  to  a  storage  lot  at  8th  and  Brannan 
Streets  In  San  Francisco. 

After  the  shaking  stopped,  W-11,»  •  •  •  »  » f,  looked  around  and  saw  that  traffic  was  at  a  dead  stop 
on  the  upper  deck  to  the  east  of  the  closure  spans.  By  the  time  he  got  to  the  collapsed  portion  of  the 
bridge,  the  people  in  the  two  vehicles  he  saw  in  the  gap  below  him  had  already  gotten  out  of  their 
vehicles.  He  tried  to  advise  his  dispatch  center  of  the  collapse  via  Caltrans  radio,  but  could  not  raise  the 
dispatcher.  He  was  able  to  notify  other  Caltrans  tow  truck  drivers  on  the  SFOBB  via  radio  that  the  bridge 
had  collapsed.  He  started  directing  drivers  to  move  their  cars  to  the  east  off  of  the  bridge  and  was 
eventually  able  to  get  all  the  way  down  the  incline  to  the  east  and  to  the  east  end  of  the  bridge.  He  met 
two  other  Caltrans  tow  drivers  there  and  was  advised  by  "somebody"  that  a  car  had  tried  to  jump  the 
collapsed  span.  He  and  the  other  tow  drivers  went  west  on  the  bridge  to  the  collapsed  spans  and  found 
vehicle  number  5  at  rest  against  the  east  side  of  the  fallen  upper  deck  span.  He  stayed  at  the  east  edge  of 
the  span  and  assisted  in  removing  vehicle  number  5  from  the  gap  and  in  the  extrication  of  D-5,  .  .  »  . 
,,,,,,  "and  her  passenger  P-5A, 

After  his  Ceir  came  to  rest  in  the  gap,  D-1,  immediately  climbed  out  of  the  driver's  side 

window  and  over  the  hood  of  his  vehicle  to  the  west  edge  of  the  deck,  and  then  climbed  up  to  the  lower 
deck  roadway  to  the  west  of  the  collapsed  spans.  He  then  toW  his  passenger,  P-1A,  •  »  •  »  •  • 
»  ♦  ♦  •  .  » to  get  out  of  the  vehicle.  She  got  out  the  same  way  he  did  and  was  helped  to  the  lower 
deck,  west  of  the  collapsed  spans,  by  D-1  and  W-4, 

0-2, looked  up  and  saw  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  approximately  50  yards  ahead  of 
him.  He  picked  up  his  motorcycle  and  started  riding  westbound  on  the  eastbound  lower  deck  back  to  San 
Francisco.  On  his  way  back  to  San  Francisco,  he  warned  as  many  drivers  as  he  could  that  the  bridge  had 
collapsed. 

D-3,  brought  his  van  to  a  stop  to  the  east  of  the  collapsed  closure  spans  and  got 

out  to  see  what  had  happened.  He  saw  that  the  spans  behind  him  had  fallen  and  that  the  right  rear  of  his 
van  had  been  damaged.  Several  of  his  passengers  had  been  injured  so  he  got  back  in  his  van  and  drove 
eastbound  to  the  toll  plaza.  He  stopped  at  the  toll  plaza  to  get  medical  attention  for  his  injured  passengers 
and  found  that  there  were  no  medical  facilities  there.  Two  of  his  more  seriously  injured  passengers  were 
transported  to  Kaiser  Permanente  Hospital  in  Oakland  by  another  motorist.  D-3,  was  able  to 

drive  his  van,  using  surface  streets,  back  to  his  home.  On  his  way  home,  he  was  also  able  to  drop  off  his 
remaining  passengers  near  their  homes. 

After  his  vehicle  came  to  rest,  partially  in  the  gap  created  by  the  collapsed  closure  spans,  D-4,  »  »  •  • 
and  his  fiancee,  P-4A, immediately  climbed  out  of  their  vehicle  and  up 
onto  the  lower  deck  to  the  west.  They  eventually  walked  back  toward  Verba  Buena  Island  and  got  a  ride 
on  an  AC  Transit  Bus  to  Hayward. 

After  the  shaking  stopped,  W-14,  W-1 1 ,  ',  broadcast  over  his 

radio  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed  and  requested  emergency  assistance  at  his  location.  Witness 

"his  tow  truck  to  the  upper  deck  and  then  drove  eastbound  on  the  westbound  upper  deck 
to  tower  E-9  and  the  collapsed  closure  spans.  He  stated  that  there  was  no  westbound  or  eastbound  traffic 
on  the  upper  deck  as  he  drove  eastbound  toward  the  collapsed  spans.  Once  at  the  collapse,  he  realized 
there  was  not  much  that  he  could  do  at  that  location  and  decided  that  he  should  check  on  what  had 
happened  on  the  eastbound  lower  deck.  He  drove  back  to  YBI,  went  down  to  the  lower  deck,  and  found 
himself  in  gridlocked  traffic.  His  thought  at  this  time  was  to  clear  the  bridge  as  quickly  and  safely  as 
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possible.  He  got  on  his  PA  system  and  announced  to  motorists,  that  could  hear  him,  that  the  bridge  was 
"officially  closed".  He  also  tried  to  calm  the  crowd  of  people  at  this  location.  He  positioned  his  tow  truck  in 
the  middle  of  the  lower  deck  on  YBI,  east  of  the  tunnel,  and  began  directing  traffic  off  of  the  bridge  to  the 
south  on  the  YBI  on-ramp  and  to  the  north  at  the  maintenance  access  entrance.  He  told  motorists  to 
return  to  San  Francisco.  W-14,  •  •  *  •  •  was  on  the  lower  deck  until  approximately  0100  hours. 

After  the  shaking  stopped,  W-31,  *♦...»»*..»,  continued  westbound  on  the  SFOBB  and 
responded  to  signs  of  smoke  near  the  1-280  extension.  He  advised  people  near  the  1-480  interchange  to 
exit  the  bridge.  He  also  found  major  cracks  to  the  1-280  extension  near  6th  Street.  He  then  became 
involved  in  the  closure  of  the  extension  and  remained  there  until  after  dark. 

W-139,  Officer  got  into  his  patrol  car  and  proceeded  eastbound  onto  the  SFOBB  with 

the  intention  of  inspecting  the  bridge  for  damage.  While  enroute  (approximately  1 71 1  hours)  he  was 
dispatched  to  the  Cypress  Street  Viaduct  to  assist  Oakland  CHP.  In  5  to  10  mph  traffic  he  made  It  to  a 
point  approximately  one-quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  east  of  YBI  and  became  stopped  In  gridlocked  traffic.  He 
became  aware  of  the  bridge  collapse  by  pedestrians  who  were  coming  eastbound  from  the  collapsed 
spans.  Officer  •  •  •  •  abandoned  his  patrol  car  and  attempted  to  make  it  to  the  collapsed  portion  of  the 
bridge  on  foot.  He  advised  people  to  stay  with  their  vehicles.  At  approximately  1800,  and  as  he  was 
getting  close  to  the  collapse,  he  made  contact  with  W-141 ,  Officer  •  »  ' .  Officer  »  •  •continued 
eastbound  on  his  motorcycle  toward  the  break.  Officer  •  *  *  ' retumed  to  his  patrol  car  and  with  the  help 
of  W-1 40.  Officer »  »  •  •  and  others,  began  having  drivers  turn  their  cars  around  and  sending  them 
westbound  on  the  lower  deck  back  toward  San  Francisco. 

W-1 40,  Officer  finished  completing  his  citation  and  then  entered  the  SFOBB 

eastbound  and  drove  toward  Oakland.  Traffic  was  heavy  and  he  had  to  use  the  lights  on  the  patrol  car  to 
get  through  traffic.  At  center  anchorage  he  encountered  a  Cattrans  tow  truck  parked  sideways  across  the 
bridge.  The  driver  told  him  that  a  50  foot  section  of  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  continued  driving 
eastbound  and  advised  San  Francisco  CHP  dispatch  of  this  infonnation  at  approximately  1715  hours.  He 
was  able  to  get  as  far  as  Officer  •  '  •  •  patrol  car  when  he  became  stopped  In  gridlocked  traffic.  He  got 
out  of  his  patrol  car  and  began  walking  toward  the  collapse,  but  got  only  a  few  hundred  feet  before  he 
became  inundated  with  people  wanting  to  know  what  to  do.  This  was  at  approximately  1 732  hours.  He 
instructed  these  people  to  stay  with  their  vehicles  or  leave  their  keys  in  the  vehicle  so  they  could  be  driven 
from  the  bridge.  He  stayed  at  this  location  and  did  what  he  could  to  help  the  people  there.  He  saw  people 
to  the  east  of  his  location  turning  around  and  driving  back  toward  YBI.  He  began  directing  traffic  back 
toward  YBI  and  stayed  at  this  kxiation  for  quite  some  time  directing  traffic  westbound  on  the  lower  deck 
back  toward  San  Francisco. 

After  the  ground  motion  stopped,  W-141,  Officer  got  on  his  motorcycle  and  entered 

the  Broadway  Street  on-ramp  to  1-480  and  checked  the  Embarcadero  Freeway  for  damage.  He  monitored 
radio  traffic  advising  that  the  Cypress  Structure  was  down  (1707  hours)  and  heard  something  about  the 
bridge  collapse  (171 5  hours).  He  made  his  way  to  the  SFOBB  and  went  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck 
toward  Oakland.  He  indicated  that  the  freeway  was  gridlocked  and  people  were  starting  to  back  down  the 
on-ramps  to  the  bridge.  As  he  got  to  center  anchorage,  he  found  a  break  in  traffic  and  noticed  sporadic 
traffic  driving  westbound  toward  him  on  the  lower  deck.  He  encountered  gridlocked  traffic  at  YBI  and 
slowly  worked  his  way  through  traffic  toward  the  collapse.  When  he  managed  to  get  to  the  collapse  at 
approximately  1 805  hours,  vehicle  number  5  had  already  driven  into  the  gap  created  by  the  collapsed 
upper  deck  and  a  Caltrans  tow  truck  was  attempting  to  pull  it  up  onto  the  upper  deck  to  the  east  of  the 
collapse.  Officer  •  »  •  spent  the  remainder  of  the  time  at  the  collapse  providing  crowd  control. 

Some  of  the  people  coming  off  of  the  bridge  onto  Yerba  Buena  Island  converged  on  W-142, 
•  at  his  location  at  Treasure  Island  Road  and  Southgate  Road.  He  was  directed  by 

Captain*  •  •  of  the  U.S.  Navy,  to  assist  people  and  to  maintain  order.  He  was  also  instructed  to  direct 
traffic  to  Treasure  Island  or  back  to  San  Francisco.  He  remained  at  his  post  and  drected  traffic  onto 
Treasure  IslarxJ  Road. 
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W-10,  ,  worked  his  Caltrans  tow  truck  through  stopped  traffic  and  heard  a  radio 

transmission  from  W-1 1 , »  »  •  ,  that  the  bridge  had  collapsed.  He  stopped  and  parked  his  truck  across 
the  traffic  lanes  on  1-80,  east  of  1-480.  to  prevent  traffic  from  proceeding  eastbound  onto  the  bridge.  He 
then  started  diverting  traffic  off  of  the  bridge.  Later,  an  officer  an-ived  and  they  started  directing  traffic  off 
the  freeway  at  either  4th  or  7th  streets.  He  also  turned  people  around  and  directed  them  onto  1-480. 
After  traffic  had  been  rerouted,  he  drove  up  onto  the  bridge  and  assisted  in  towing  vehicles  that  had 
been  abandoned  on  the  bridge. 

W-144,  *  monitored  Mr.  •  •  »  -(W-ll)  radio  transmission  relating  that  the  bridge 

had  collapsed  and  his  request  for  emergency  assistance.  In  response  to  this  request,  he  drove  his  tow 
truck  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck  of  the  SFOBB  and  stopped  at,  or  near,  center  anchorage  between 
San  Francisco  and  YBI.  He  placed  his  tow  truck  across  the  roadway  and  stopped  traffic  from  proceeding 
eastbound  from  this  kx;ation.  Later,  he  was  able  to  line  up  several  buses  to  force  traffic  off  at  Treasure 
Island  and  turn  around. 


After  the  earthquake,  W-21,  ,  drove  eastbound  on  the  lower  deck  of  the  SFOBB 

and  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  traffic  in  the  tunnel  on  YBI.  About  20  minutes  after  he  had  come  to  a 
stop,  he  was  able  to  get  off  of  the  lower  deck  by  driving  down  the  on-ramp  from  YBI  to  eastbound  1-80. 
This  on-ramp  is  located  at  the  south  side  of  the  bridge  and  to  the  east  of  the  tunnel.  Once  he  got  to  the 
bottom  of  the  on-ramp,  he  noticed  a  person  in  a  dark  colored  uniform  directing  traffic  back  to  the  upper 
deck.  At  the  bottom  of  the  on-ramp,  he  made  a  U-turn  to  the  right  and  drove  the  wrong  way  up  the  off 
ramp  from  the  westbound  upper  deck.  At  the  top  of  the  off  ramp,  he  noticed  one  or  two  cars  tum  left  and 
go  toward  San  Francisco.  He  also  noticed  that  no  one  was  directing  traffic  on  the  upper  deck.  He 
eventually  turned  right  and  drove  eastbound  on  the  westbound  upper  deck  toward  Oakland.  He  had  his 
headlights  and  emergency  warning  lights  turned  on.  As  he  was  proceeding  eastbound,  he  recalls  about 
five  to  ten  vehicles  coming  westbound  toward  him  on  the  upper  deck.  These  vehicles  were  travelling  at 
a  very  slow  speed  and  drove  past  him  on  the  left.  He  was  travelling  eastbound  in  the  westbound  number 
1  traffic  lane  (southern  most  lane)  at  approximately  20  mph  and  was  approaching  the  collapsed  upper 
deck  closure  span  when  vehicle  numt)er  5,  travelling  eastbound  on  the  upper  deck,  passed  him  in  the 
lane  to  his  left.  He  felt  that  vehicle  number  5  may  have  been  travelling  about  twice  as  fast  as  he  was.  He 
saw  vehicle  number  5  move  into  his  lane  of  travel  ahead  of  him  and  then  drive  into  the  gap  created  by  the 
fallen  upper  deck  closure  span.  He  was  able  to  safely  bring  his  vehicle  to  a  stop.  He  stayed  at  the  scene 
for  about  30  to  45  minutes  and  then  drove  westbound  on  the  upper  deck  back  to  San  Francisco. 

After  the  earthquake  D-5,  i,  became  stopped  in  gridlocked  eastbound  traffic 

to  the  east  of  Yerba  Buena  Island.  Approximately  20  minutes  after  the  earthquake  struck,  and  at  the 
instructionof  a  Caltrans  tow  truck  operator  (W-1 4,  *),  she  turned  her  vehicle  around  and 

drove  down  the  on-ramp  onto  Yerba  Buena  Island.  She  was  directed  by  a  male  in  a  blue  unifomn  and 
another  citizen  to  go  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge.  She  did  this  by  driving  the  wrong  way  up  the  off 
ramp  from  westbound  1-80.  When  she  got  to  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge,  she  saw  vehicles  going  both 
eastbound  and  westbound.  Her  passenger,  P-5A,  ,  stated  that  D-5,  confused  at  this 

point,  turned  east  toward  Oakland.  D-5  began  driving  eastbound  in  the  westbound  lanes  of  1-80.  She 
overtook  W-21  and,  using  the  westbound  number  2  traffic  lane,  passed  him  to  the  left. 

After  passing  Mr.  »  »  »  »  vehicle,  D-5  moved  into  the  westbound  number  1  traffic  lane  (southern 
most  lane)  ahead  of  Mr. »  »  »  •  »and,  without  taking  any  apparent  evasive  action,  drove  her  vehicle  off 
the  end  of  the  roadway  and  into  the  50  foot  gap  created  by  the  fallen  upper  deck  closure  span.  The 
vehicle  went  airborne  and  struck  the  east  edge  of  the  fallen  upper  deck.  On  impact,  the  vehicle  slid  up 
the  deck  and  its  front  end  became  lodged  on  the  hinge  fonmed  by  the  exposed  east  end  of  the  upper 
deck  closure  span.  It  is  estimated  that  vehicle  numtjer  5  was  travelling  at  approximately  49  mph  when  it 
left  the  roadway  edge.  Both  D-5,  and  P-5A,  remained  in  their  vehicle  until  it  could  be  towed  out  of  the 
gap  and  onto  the  upper  deck  to  the  east  of  the  gap.  They  were  extricated  from  the  vehicle  and  flown  via 
Coast  Guard  helicopter  to  Lettermein  General  Hospital  in  San  Francisco.  D-5,  m, 
who  was  not  wearing  a  seatbelt,  was  pronounced  dead  on  an-ival  at  the  hospital.  P-5A, »  •  ♦  ♦ 
»  ♦  ,  ,  ♦  who  was  wearing  his  seatbelt,  suffered  major  injuries,  but  survived  the  impact. 
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While  the  death  of  D-5.  •  •  ,  and  the  injury  of  P-5A,  are  being 

reported  as  earthquake  related,  the  incident  meets  the  definition  of  a  motor  vehicle  traffic  accident. 
Consequently,  this  incident,  while  being  documented  in  this  report,  is  also  being  investigated  by  the 
California  Highway  Patrol  as  a  motor  vehicle  traffic  collision  following  established  departmental  policy  and 
procedures.  This  investigation  was  conducted  by  the  Central  Division  Multidisciplinary  Accident 
Investigation  Team  (MAIT).  For  parties  of  interest,  additional  details  concerning  the  incident  involving  D- 
5  and  her  passenger  P-5A,  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  San  Francisco  Area  Office  of  the 
California  Highway  Patrol. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Traffic  on  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  (SFOBB),  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake,  was  lighter  than 
normal  for  a  Tuesday  afternoon  commute.  The  average  speed  in  the  westbound  direction  of  travel  was 
approximately  54  mph.  In  the  eastbound  direction,  the  average  speed  was  approximately  48  mph. 

The  lighter  than  normal  traffic  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake  can  be  directly  attributed  to  the  scheduling  of 
the  third  game  of  the  world  series  between  the  Oakland  Athletics  and  the  San  Francisco  Giants  for  1700 
hours  at  Candlestick  Park  in  San  Francisco. 

The  traffic  flow  for  October  17. 1989,  at  approximately  1704  hours,  is  estimated  to  be  approximately  30 
vehicles  per  mile  per  lane  in  both  the  eastbound  and  westbound  directions  of  travel.  Traffic  density 
calculations  based  on  this  estimated  traffic  flow  indicate  that  there  may  have  been  as  many  as  1332 
vehicles  on  the  SFOBB  at  the  time  the  earthquake  struck.  Based  on  an  occupancy  rate  of  1 .25  persons 
per  vehicle,  there  may  have  been  as  many  as  1665  people  on  the  bridge  and  at  risk  at  the  time  of  the 
earthquake.  This  is  approximately  666  fewer  people  than  ordinarily  would  have  typically  been  on  the 
bridge  given  normal  commute  conditions. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  would  have  been  approximately  638  people  on  the  East  Bay  Crossing,  and  at 
risk,  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake.  This  is  approximately  255  fewer  people  than  would  normally  have 
been  at  risk  given  typical  traffic  conditions. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  should  have  been  approximately  four  vehicles,  with  a  total  of  five  occupants,  on 
the  closure  spans  on  a  typical  Tuesday  in  October  at  1 700  hours.  In  actuality,  there  were  a  total  of  three 
vehicles,  with  1 7  occupants,  on  the  closure  spans  at  the  time  of  their  collapse.  This  is  one  less  vehicle  at 
risk  than  normally  would  have  been  expected.  However,  because  one  of  the  vehicles  on  the  spans  at 
the  time  of  collapse  was  a  commuter  van,  with  1 3  people  on  board,  and  each  of  the  other  vehicles  on 
the  spans  had  two  occupants,  there  were  actually  12  more  people  at  risk  than  would  normally  have  been 
expected  given  typical  vehicle  occupancy  rates  and  traffic  conditions. 

The  most  common  sensation  of  vehicle  motion,  for  all  motorists  on  the  bridge,  was  a  lateral,  or  side  to  side 
motion.  Motorists  on  both  the  suspension  and  truss  sections  of  the  bridge  also  described  some  vertical 
movement  and  several  described  a  "wave  like"  movement  of  the  structures  they  were  on.  The  description 
of  the  "wave  like"  motion  was  more  common  on  the  suspension  section  of  the  bridge.  The  description  of 
vertical  motion  was  more  common  on  the  truss  section  of  the  bridge. 

Based  on  driver,  passenger  and  witness  statements,  the  most  violent  lateral  and  vertical  shaking  on  the 
bridge  occurred  on  the  truss  section  immediately  adjacent  to  the  E-9  tower  and  the  50  foot  upper  and 
lower  deck  closure  spans. 

The  majority  of  the  drivers  on  the  SFOBB  thought  that  they  were  experiencing  a  tire  failure  or  mechanical 
defect  of  some  sort  and  reacted  accordingly. 

The  most  common  reaction  by  drivers  to  the  earthquake  induced  motion  of  their  vehicles  was  to  brake  and 
slow  down  or  bring  their  vehicles  to  a  complete  stop. 

Several  drivers  recall  some  vehicle  motion  after  they  brought  their  vehicles  to  a  stop.  This  sensation  of 
motion  was  most  common  near  the  collapsed  closure  spans.  The  time  estimates  for  this  motion  range 
from  just  a  few  seconds  up  to  ten  seconds.  Other  drivers  recall  the  sensation  of  vehicle  motion  subsiding 
before  they  could  bring  their  vehicles  to  a  stop.  These  drivers,  for  the  most  part,  continued  driving  at  a 
reduced  speed  in  their  original  directions  of  traffic.  This  sensation  was  most  common  on  the  suspension 
section  of  the  bridge. 
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Based  on  a  typical  driver's  response  to  a  tire  failure,  and  an  initial  speed  range  of  40  to  55  mph,  the  time 
required  to  Ixing  a  vehicle  to  a  complete  stop  is  estimated  to  t>e  in  a  range  of  8  to  12  seconds.  As  a 
significant  number  of  drivers  indicated  that  the  upper  deck  closure  span  fell  at  about  the  same  time  they 
were  able  to  bring  their  vehicle  to  a  stop,  it  is  estimated  that  the  duration  of  strong  motion,  to  the  failure  of 
the  upper  and  lower  decl<  closure  spans,  was  also  on  the  order  of  8  to  12  seconds  or  less. 

Several  drivers  on  the  truss  section  also  recall  feeling  some  vehicle  motion  after  they  came  to  a  stop.  The 
time  range  here  is  on  the  order  of  five  to  ten  seconds.  From  this  it  is  estimated  that  the  total  duration  of 
motion  of  the  truss  section  of  the  bridge  was  probably  somewhere  from  13  to  22  seconds. 

The  strong  motion  on  the  suspension  section  most  probably  occurred  over  a  time  span  similar  to  the 
estimated  duration  time  for  strong  structural  motion  on  the  truss  section. 

The  motion  on  the  Yerba  Buena  Island  section  of  the  SFOBB  was  not  felt  by  drivers  who  were  on  this 
section  when  the  earthquake  struck.  Consequently,  no  assessment  of  the  motion  of  the  structure,  or  its 
duration,  could  t>e  made. 

The  earthquake  induced  both  horizontal  and  vertical  forces  in  the  trusses  of  the  east  bay  crossing. 
These  forces  caused  the  bolts  connecting  the  deck  truss  sections  to  the  east  side  of  the  E-9  tower  to  fail 
and  permitted  free  movement  across  this  support  point.  The  two  50  foot  closure  spans  over  the  tower 
were  rigidly  attached  to  the  deck  truss  to  the  east  and  were  free  moving  on  6  inch  bearing  seats  which 
were  attached  to  the  through  truss  to  the  west.  As  the  trusses  on  the  east  side  of  the  tower  began  to 
move,  the  closure  spans  moved  off  their  bearing  seats  on  the  west  side,  and  fell.  Our  inspection 
indicates  a  minimum  of  10  inches  of  longitudinal  movement  of  the  bridge  at  this  location. 

The  closure  spans  fell  at,  or  about,  the  same  time.  The  northwest  edge  of  the  lower  deck  fell  just  a  few 
feet  before  coming  to  rest  against  the  metal  structure  of  an  electrical  sub  station  located  immediately 
below  it.  The  west  edge  of  the  upper  deck  continued  to  fall  and  impacted  the  lower  deck,  causing  the 
lower  deck  to  split  roughly  in  half  and  forcing  the  southwest  edge  of  the  southem  half  of  the  lower  deck  to 
move  downward  an  additional  3  to  4  feet.  The  west  edge  of  the  lower  deck  caught  against  a  support 
member  mounted  directly  below  it,  bringing  both  the  lower  and  upper  deck  to  rest.  The  east  edge  of  the 
upper  deck  separated  from  its  bolted  attachment  to  the  deck  truss  to  its  east  and  fell  downward 
approximately  3  feet  before  coming  to  rest. 

The  damage  sustained  by  vehicles  number  1  through  4,  and  the  injuries  suffered  by  their  occupants, 
was  the  direct  result  of  the  earthquake  induced  motion  of  the  SFOBB  or  the  collapse  of  the  upper  and 
lower  deck  closure  spans  at  tower  E-9. 

There  were  no  other  contributing  factors  identified  that  were  associated  with  the  involvement  of  D-1 , 
«  v  *  y  «  «  *  ^  D-3,  »'»•''•**   or  D-4,  ******** 

The  speed  at  which  D-2,  was  reportedly  operating  vehrcle  number  2  (75  mph)  may  have 

been  a  contributing  factor  in  his  loss  of  control  and  subsequent  vehicle  damage  and  personal  injury. 

There  were  surprisingly  few  eyewitness  reports  of  other  vehicles  striking  portions  of  the  bridge,  or 
making  contact  with  other  vehicles,  during  the  earthquake.  At  the  time  of  this  report,  there  are  no  other 
parties,  other  than  those  documented  in  this  investigation  report,  that  are  known  to  have  suffered  injury, 
or  sustained  property  damage,  cis  a  consequence  of  the  earthquake  induced  motion  of  the  bridge. 

The  fatal  collision  involving  D-5, »  *********     occurred  approximately  30  minutes  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  earthquake.  While  this  incident  is  associated  with  the  earthquake,  it  was  not  directly 
caused  by  the  earthquake  induced  motion  of  the  SFOBB  or  the  collapse  of  the  upper  deck  closure  span 
at  tower  E-9.  Consequently,  this  incident  meets  the  definition  of  a  motor  vehicle  traffic  accident  and  was 
investigated  by  the  Central  Division  Multidisciplinary  Accident  Investigation  Team  (MAIT)  following 
established  Departmental  policy  and  procedures. 
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The  Central  Division  MAIT  investigation  Identified  the  primary  cause  of  the  fatal  collision  involving  D-5, 
,  as  unsafe  speed  for  the  conditions  prevailing  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  bridge, 
to  the  east  of  YBI,  at  the  time  this  collision  occurred.  Inattention  on  the  part  of  D-5, »  »  •  •  ♦  •  i 
•  •  • ,  was  identified  as  an  associated  cause  of  the  collision. 

The  initial  confusion  during  the  evacuation  of  traffic  from  the  lower  deck  at  YBI  and  the  lack  of  organized 
traffic  control  on  the  upper  deck,  within  the  first  thirty  minutes  following  the  earthquake,  must  be 
considered  a  contributing  factor. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  Department  should  consider  the  development  of  policies  and  procedures  pertaining  to  the 
investigation  and  documentation  of  significant  events  affecting  the  State's  transportation  system,  such  as: 
earthquakes  and  other  disasters,  natural  or  not,  which  occur  within  Its  area  of  jurisdiction.  These  policies 
and  procedures  should  t>e  included  in  Department,  Division  and  Area  Incident  Command  System  plans. 
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